[image: The High Roding Parish Council Website][image: The High Roding Parish Council Website]HIGH RODING PARISH COUNCIL

		
Chair: Cllr Joe Benton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | c/o Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk   |   www.highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk   


MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES

Present: Cllr Benton*, Cllr Dines (acting Chairman), Cllr Roberts and Cllr Alton

2 members of the public 
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)
*For part of the meeting


Election of Chairman
The current Chairman, Cllr Benton, advised that he would be stepping down from his roles as both Chairman and Councillor. All Councillors thanked Joe Benton for his time, commitment, and efforts during his tenure. Joe Benton then left the meeting.

As only three Councillors were present, it was agreed that one Councillor would act as Chairman for the duration of the meeting. The election of a new Chairman will be placed on the agenda for the June meeting.

Election of Vise Chairman
It was agreed that should the Chairman not be available at a meeting, a chairman would be elected at the meeting by way of majority vote, and that there would not be an election of Vice Chairman

2026/27.1	Apologies for Absence
Apologies Received from Cllr Lawrence, Cllr Carter and Cllr Phillips. 

2026/27.2	Other Absences
None.

2026/27.3	Declarations of Interest
None.

2026/27.4	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16th March 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2026/27.5	Public Participation Session
One member of the public advised that the footpath which runs towards the back of the Black Lion pub (footpath 15) is overgown and not currently walkable. The Clerk confirmed that she would report this to Essex Highways.

A second member of the public felt there was some confusion regarding the role of a County Councillor and asked whether this could be clarified by the Clerk. The Clerk advised that a County Councillor acts as a link between the Parish Council, Essex County Council, and Highways. As a new County Councillor has recently been elected, it will be a matter of waiting to see how he approaches the role and how he may be able to assist High Roding Parish Council.

2026/27.6	Chair’s Report
None

2026/27.7	District / County Councillor reports
There we no County or District Councillors present.

The Clerk advised that High Rodings newly elected County Councillors was Cllr Geoff Bagnall (Reform). High Rodings District Council remains as Cllr Susan Barker. 

2026/27.8	Councillor Reports
None.

2026/27.9	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· Andrew Quin is no longer High Rodings Local Police Officer. The Clerk is currently trying to establish who will be taking over the role. 
· Accessibility of the High Roding website – The Clerk has asked David Mears to review the current accessibility of the website and make any necessary improvements. Due to his current work commitments, he will need to contact an associate to obtain a quotation for reviewing the WAVE accessibility report and implementing any possible fixes to the High Roding Parish Council website. 
· Repairs to the zip wire have been delayed for a third time due to supplier issues affecting the delivery of parts. A provisional return date of 15th of May has been provided; however, if the parts arrive sooner, the contractor will aim to bring the works forward as a priority. 
· Footpath 34 will be closed from 17th of June 2026 to 17th of December 2026. The closure is required for public safety due to a rotten and damaged bridge. Works to make the bridge safe will be scheduled in due course. Notices have been placed on the WhatsApp group and on the noticeboard. 
· Installation of the new play area equipment is scheduled to commence today and is expected to take approximately five days. 

2026/27.10	Speeding concerns on The Street 
Following the discussion at the previous meeting the Clerk has investigated a number of possible speed calming measures that were suggested:

Community speed watch – the clerk has placed a “volunteers wanted” poster on both the notice board and village WhatsApp group. So far 5 people have volunteered to be part of a speed watch group. The Clerk has made contact with all those who showed interest in volunteering to organise providing them with training. 

Listed Buildings – The Clerk with the assistance of Cllr Lawrence has made contact with Historical England to request their advice on the damage caused to listed building from the vibration of the speeding cars along the street. They have provided some information on traffic calming measure that can be put in place in area with a high number of listed buildings however all of this information was already known to the Clerk. Historical England did advise that while they do have a statutory role in the planning system, its primarily functions as the government's expert advisor on England's heritage, offering advice and guidance rather than acting as a regulator. The matter of traffic management and implementing traffic calming measures is one for the Highways Authority, the planning authority as well as other interested parties.  

Speed humps & Chicanes – speed humps are unlikely to be installed on The Street, as it is classified as a Priority 2 route for emergency vehicles and is close to residential properties. According to Essex County Council’s Speed Management Strategy, speed humps are considered only as a last resort, once all other measures have been explored. Implementation also requires the support of your local county councillor.

A similar situation applies to chicanes. These are most commonly installed in 20 mph zones and are generally avoided on roads where they could disrupt bus services or emergency vehicles. Chicanes can also cause traffic build-up and, in some cases, increase the risk of collisions.

Dragons teeth – County Councillor Susan Barker was originally looking into this however this will need to be discussed with new County Councillor Geoff Bagnall. 

Speed Camera – The cost of purchasing a speed camera runs into the tens of thousands of pounds, which is unfortunately beyond the council’s budget. The Clerk has looked into the process of integrating a speed camera into the existing VAS sign, however such a camera will only provide speed data and a visual of cars entering and exiting the Village (similar to a CCTV system). None of this information is legally allowed to be used to prosecute any speeding vehicles. 

Speed checks in the area – The Clerk contacted PC Andrew Quin to request that speed checks be conducted. PC Quin informed the Clerk that he is no longer the local officer. However, he has forwarded the Clerk’s email to Sgt Matt Green and PCSO Mike O’Donnell Smith so that they can arrange for the checks to be carried out.

Signage – The Clerk has looked into some various options for some further unofficial signage along The Street. Councillors were keen to get some signage implemented and ask that the Clerk provided costings at the next meeting. 

It was noted that the clerk has been in contact with MP Kemi Baddenoch to discuss the current speeding issues within High Roding and the current status of the LHP. She advised that the Local Highways Panels are still formally operating; however, she has been informed that they are currently not accepting new scheme requests. This is because Essex is going through the Government’s local government reorganisation process, and as a result the Panels are focusing on delivering schemes that have already been approved and funded for this financial year and the next, rather than taking on new projects.

Her understanding is that this situation is unlikely to change until the local government reorganisation process is completed, which is currently expected to run until around April 2028.

In the meantime, she recommended raising our concerns directly with the Essex County Councillor for the area.

2026/27.11	High Roding Gateway Features
The Clerk has been advised by the Highways design team that the previously approved gateway features are not possible due to the width of the verges. The Clerk has asked if there is another possible option and is waiting for a response. 

2026/27.12	Meeting with Highways: Speeding and Drainage 
Cllr Roberts, Cllr Carter and previous County Councillor Susan Barker recently met with an Essex Highways representative and attended a site visit to review the traffic issues.

It was noted that there is another scheme available which residents can apply to and be placed on a waiting list for works. Cllr Roberts advised the Clerk to contact Mark Walker for further information on this. It was also confirmed that approximately 30 road markings/signs are due to be painted on the road surface.

The drainage was also inspected and was considered to appear satisfactory. However, it was confirmed that someone would attend the site to carry out a further inspection of the drainage system. 

2026/27.13	Clock works
The Clerk provided a quote from A.James ltd for various works to the School House clock including full restoration of dial and dial works and a full service of the entire installation. The works were costed at £4,551.00. These works were agreed by Councillors. It was noted that there is £3,000 earmarked for clock works. 

The Clerk clarified that dial works and restoration once completed should not need to be completed again for approximately 80 years. A service of the clock is recommended every 1-2 years at a cost of around £150.

2026/27.14	Local Government Reorganisation
It was noted that the government has announced its decision to progress the creation of five new unitary councils across Greater Essex. This means that, from April 2028, Uttlesford District Council, along with Epping Forest District Council, Harlow Council and Essex County Council, will form a new ‘West Essex’ council.

The five new unitary authorities will replace the current 15 councils across Greater Essex, and they will have responsibility for providing all services in one area including waste collections, planning, adult social care, highways, children’s services and more. 

Town and parish councils are not included in local government reorganisation and their services remain unaffected.

Under the government’s timetable, the new unitary authorities are scheduled to go live from 1 April 2028, with shadow elections planned for May 2027.

2026/27.15	Summer Litter Pick 
Councillors agreed to hold the Spring Litter pick on Saturday 6th of June. The Clerk confirmed that the WI Hall is available, however the WI cannot provide refreshments on this day. 

2026/27.16	Accounts 2025/26 
A copy of the accounts had been circulated to Councillors for consideration. It was unanimously agreed by all Councillors to approve the accounts for 2025/2026.

2026/27.17	Clear Councils Insurance Renewal  
High Roding Parish Councils Insurance is due for renewal on 01/06/2025. The cost of the same policy has increased by £23.01 compared to 20256/2026. Councillors agreed the renewal of Clear Councils Insurance Policy at the price of £659.73 per year.

2026/27.18	Requested use of the Playing Field for Summer Fete
The Clerk advised that a request had been received from the High Roding Events Committee to use the Playing Field for the Summer Fete taking place on 27th June. Councillors considered the request and agreed to grant permission for use of the Playing Field.

2026/27.19	Planning Applications
Councillors considered the below planning application;

	Reference

	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0744/FUL
	Land Adj. Rands Cottage Rands Road High Roding Essex
	Construction of a single self-build residential dwelling alongside associated development
UTT/26/0744/FUL | Construction of a single self-build residential dwelling alongside associated development | Land Adj. Rands Cottage Rands Road High Roding Essex
	Deadline for comments: 14th of May

	No comments.

	UTT/26/1013/HHF
	The Rosewood Barn Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NT
	Conversion of integral garage to an ancillary residential annexe
UTT/26/1013/HHF | Conversion of integral garage to an ancillary residential annexe | The Rosewood Barn Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NT
	Deadline for comments: 3rd of June 

	No comments. 



2026/27.20	Planning Updates	
The below planning updates were noted:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0602/FUL
	The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ

	S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/25/1780/HHF (Proposed replacement garage building)
UTT/26/0602/FUL | S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/25/1780/HHF (Proposed replacement garage building) | The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Approved with conditions 




2026/27.21	Finance
21.1	It was noted that the Bank balance as of 30th April was £49,382.29.
21.2	A bank reconciliation will be provided at the next meeting.  
22.3	The following payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks Salary – April 
	PAID 
	£644.10

	Sovereign 
	40% Interim Balance Invoice for the supply/install of ordered items/services of Equipment & Surfacing
	PAID 
	£8937.36

	High Roding and Gt Canfield WI Hall Fund 
	2025 Hall Hire 
	Cheque 
	£275.00

	EALC 
	EALC and NALC Affiliation fee 2026/2027
	Online 
	£207.07

	JCM Services Amenity & Groundcare LTD
	Grounds Maintenance 2026 1/4
	Online 
	£906.00

	Defib Shop Ltd
	Physio Control LIFEPAK CR2 USB Fully Automatic 5-year rental contract £1.15 per day
	Online 
	£125.93

	David Mears 
	For creation of Transparency Code page on the High Roding Parish Council Website
	Online 
	£40.00

	Ecotricity 
	Streetlight use – April 
	Online 
	£151.71

	DCK Payroll 
	March Payroll Fee & PAYE Year end 
	Online 
	£75.60



2026/27.22	Outstanding Matters
Cllr Roberts raised concerns on the number of cars parked on the road during the Friday morning toddler group. The Clerk confirmed she would contact the WI about this. 
	
2026/27.23	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 8th of June at the WI Hall at 7:30pm. All members of the public and press are welcome.

Meeting end 
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