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 MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 10th March 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road

MINUTES

Present:	Cllr Barrett (Chairman), Cllr Dines, Cllr King, Cllr Schroder, Cllr Benton and Cllr Lawrence.

Bonnie Jones (Clerk)
*2 members of the Public
*Local Community Police Officer Andrew Quinn
*UDC Councillor Susan Barker

*For part of the meeting 

2024/25.172	Apologies for Absence
None

2024/25.173	Other Absences
		None

2024/25.174	Declarations of Interest
None

2024/25.175	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th February 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2024/25.176	Public Participation Session
One member of the public in attendance had been to a number of previous meetings to discuss his ongoing planning applications on the land along Canfield Road. He confirmed that new drawings had been completed for 2 homes and this new application would be submitted imminently. He provided the drawings for Councillors to look at. Councillors confirmed that once they are consulted on this application, and if they feel appropriate after fully reviewing the plans, they will provide a supportive comment. 

Local Community Police Officer Andrew Quinn was in attendance and confirmed he was keen to provide support in a number of areas in the community. He will aim to attend at least one Parish Council meeting per year and is always available on email should any queries be raised or support needed.

A second member of the public in attendance raised concerns surrounding the safety of children during his Halloween event at his house which is held each year. He confirmed this event is getting increasingly bigger each year. He questioned if something may be done to help signpost to drivers that an event is taking place and to slow down. The Clerk confirmed that this would be placed on the July agenda for councillors to discuss.

2024/25.177	Chair’s Report

The Chairman advised that she, along with neighbouring parish clerks and Susan Barker, had attended a meeting with cabinet member Tom Cunnigham (for Highways) to discuss the ongoing issues or road closures as well as the use of Rands Road as a diversion. A number of suggestions were made as to how to help tackle these issues. Tom Cunnigham confirmed he would look into these suggestions and look into what can be done to help. UDC Cllr Barker confirmed that she will chase him and provide an update.

Cllr Barrett confirmed that herself along with another member of the community would be visiting a local garden centre to see what new shrubs can be purchased for the memorial boxes. It was agreed to budget £200 for new shrubs. The Chairman will give a further update at the next meeting.

2024/25.178	District / County Councillor reports
Councillor Susan Barker provided an update on local government reform. She confirmed mayoral elections will take place in 2026.

2024/25.179	Councillor Reports
None.

2024/25.180	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal update which included the following matters:

· The Clerk provided details surrounding the wording “treat the rust” which was included in the previous playground inspection report.
· The Clerk confirmed what would need to be obtained in order to apply for a licence for gateway feature on The Street. Confirmation of funding would be available in mid-April.
· Highways have confirmed that repairs to the footbridge will take place in Summer 2025.
· The Clerk and Chairman will be attending the village halls day event at the WI on 22nd March. The Clerk advised that 2 other councillors need to attend in the afternoon. The Clerk will send a sperate email to Councillors about this. 
· The second broken footbridge has been reported to Highways.
· A member of the public has contacted the Clerk to ask that this Council consider using Parish Council funds to fix the broken footbridge. The Clerk confirmed that this matter would be place on the April agenda for Councillors to consider.
· The Clerk is still currently looking into the Clock works.
· A defect drain cover at the bus stop was reported to Highways. An apparent temporary repair has been completed.

2024/25.181	Litter Pick
Councillors agreed to hold the Autumn litter pick on 4th October. The Clerk will contact the WI to confirm hall availability for this date. 

2024/25.182	VE Day Commemoration
A number of options were discussed in regard to a VE day event in the village, however councillors felt that as the funding application had not been confirmed, no final decision could be made. The Clerk confirmed that a decision regarding the funding would be made on 17th March. Councillors agreed to discuss the event after this via email. The High Roding events committee have agreed to be a part of the event organisation. A further update will be provided at the next meeting. 

The WI and a member of the public in attendance confirmed that they would be making a number of different decorations for the village for the event.
		
2024/25.183	Emergency Plan contacts 
A final draft of the 2025 Emergency plan was attached to the agenda. This was unanimously agreed by Council and will be signposted on the High Roding Parish Council website.	

2024/25.184	Love your bus Grant fund
Cllr King advised that the working group she is involved in is currently applying for a grant of £17,200 for various works on the bus routes in the area. A flyer will be posted to all parishes via Royal Mail to provide more information about the bus service in hopes to encourage more to use it. Cllr King will provide a further update once available. 

2024/25.185	Playground 
February Inspection
Councillors noted that the playground inspection took place on 26th February 2025. There were 39 Inspection results, 38 of which were either very low or low risk, however one was moderate risk. A copy of the play inspection report was attached to the agenda. The quote for the recommended works on the zip wire were £2,376.68. Councillors were reminded that there is currently £1168.02 of reserves that have been ear marked for playground works. Councillors felt a second quote was needed in order to make a decision. The Clerk confirmed she would obtain a further quote and this will be included in April agenda for Councillors to consider.

2024/25.186	High Roding Tree Survey 
Unfortunately, the tree survey was not available in time for the meeting. This matter will be carried over to the April meeting.

2024/25.187	Broadfield Car Park 
The Clerk along with Cllr Susan Barker had met with a representative of Uttlesford District Council to discuss works to the Broadfield car park in the hopes that this may entice more residents to make use of it. The UDC representative confirmed that he would discuss this matter further with his grounds maintenance team and consider cutting back the hedges, levelling out the surface and possible signage. He did however advise that there is a risk of this land being used for development. The Clerk will provide an update on this matter once available. 

2024/25.188	Planning Applications
	Councillors considered the below planning applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/0473/PAQ3
	Barns At Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 3 no. dwellings
UTT/25/0473/PAQ3 | Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural building to 3 no. dwellings | Barns at Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	No objections



2024/25.189	Planning Updates	
	Councillors noted the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	25/00006/NEWDEV
	Land Opposite Roding Hall, Dunmow Road, High Roding, Essex,
	Confirmation of official postal address
	Approved


	UTT/25/0028/DOC
	The Black Lion Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NT
	Application to discharge condition 3 (paint) attached to UTT/24/2366/LB
	Conditions discharged in full.



2024/25.190	Finance
190.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of February 28th was £28,822.22.
190.2	A bank reconciliation will be provided at the next meeting.
190.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary – February 
	PAID 
	£624.12

	Bonnie Jones
	123 reg – refund difference 
	Online 
	£1.20

	DCK Payroll Ltd
	Payroll fee (February)
	Online
	£36.00

	Kompan Ltd
	February Playground Inspection
	Online
	£155.40

	Thornwood Grounds Maintenance Ltd
	Remover of Arthur Owers Bench 
	Online
	£72.00

	David Mears 
	2025/2026 website hosting 
	Online
	£96.00



2024/25.191	Outstanding Matters
	None
	
2024/25.192	Date of Next Meeting
To note the date of the next meeting will be held on Monday 14th of April.

2024/25.193	Exclusion of the public and the press

The Street Allotments 
Councillors were updated regarding the current situation with the lease agreement and agreed that the Clerk and Chairman should continue to progress this matter on behalf of this Council.


Meeting end: 21:34
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