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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 16th March 2026 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road



MINUTES (DRAFT)

Present: Cllr Benton (Chairman), Cllr Roberts, Cllr Lawrence, Cllr Dines, Cllr Alton, Cllr Phillip and Cllr Carter

3 members of the public 
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

2025/26.174	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Barker.

2025/26.175	Other Absences
None

2025/26.176	Co-option 
Cllr James Phillip, Laura Carter and Robin Alton were co-opted as Councillor for High Roding Parish Council by way of unanimous vote. Cllr James Phillip, Laura Carter and Robin Alton declaration of acceptance of office.

2025/26.177	Declarations of Interest
None.

2025/26.178	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th February 2026 were a true record and were signed accordingly. 

2025/26.179	Public Participation Session
A local resident living The Bakery, spoke about the challenges of living along the B184. He reflected that owning an old house is a privilege, but highlighted serious concerns regarding speeding traffic in the area.
He described how his house regularly shakes when trucks and cars pass by at speed. He provided a detailed encounter of the recent incident in which a car crashed into his house, noting the severity of the situation.
He expressed his gratitude to his neighbours for their support following the incident. He confirmed that, fortunately, no one was hurt, but emphasised that the event has had a significant impact on his whole family.

Councillors agreed that as the matter of speeding is being discussed within the agenda that they would bring item 2025/26.185 forward for discussion. 

2025/26.185	Speeding concerns on The Street 
Following the traffic accident on The Street on 20th of February, Councillor Lawrence had requested that this matter be included on the agenda.

Over recent years, a number of measures have been explored and, where possible, implemented to address concerns regarding vehicle speeds through the village. These include:

Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS): Installed in 2024.
Gateway Features: Licences for gateway features at both entrances to the village were approved in 2024. The project is currently with the Essex Highways design team, and installation is anticipated within the next 12 months.
Community Speed Watch: An established and active group, although it has not been operational for some time.

Additional traffic-calming measures have been suggested, including “20’s Plenty”, speed bumps, and chicanes. The Clerk confirmed the below information: 

The 20’s Plenty campaign is a UK-wide initiative promoting a default 20mph speed limit in residential areas and locations where pedestrians and vehicles mix. Supporting the campaign does not guarantee the implementation of a 20mph limit locally; it simply indicates support for the principle. Essex County Council has adopted a selective and cautious approach to 20mph zones, and this does not align fully with the national campaign. As a result, the introduction of a 20mph zone in High Roding is unlikely in the near future. Within Essex, 20mph limits are rare and are generally restricted to new developments rather than existing villages. 

The B184, which runs through High Roding, is classified as a Priority 2 (PR2) route by Essex County Council Highways. A PR2 route is defined as a key connector between towns and villages and is important for regional movement, although it does not carry the same level of traffic or strategic importance as Priority 1 (PR1) routes, such as the A120.

Page 16 of the Essex Speed Management Strategy states that permanent 20mph zones are not permitted on County PR2 routes. However, a 20mph speed limit may be considered subject to consultation with the Traffic Manager and approval by the Cabinet Member. On this basis, it may be possible to pursue a formal 20mph speed limit for the B184.
The 20’s Plenty initiative, by contrast, is an advisory scheme only, typically used outside schools or colleges within an existing 30mph speed limit. Advisory 20mph limits rely on signage alone and are not enforceable by the police.

Speed bumps and chicanes are not considered appropriate for The Street, as it is a main route for emergency vehicles travelling to Broomfield Hospital, and due to the close proximity of residential properties to the roadway.

The Clerk advised that she had asked PC Andrew Quin and PCSO Michael O’Donnell to attend the meeting, however they were not in attendance.  

Cllr Susan Barker provided the Clerk with her thoughts on the matter prior to meeting. She advised that there is currently no mechanism to put forward new speed calming measures, as Local Highways Panels are not accepting new schemes. She noted that speed humps would not be acceptable, and that chicanes are also likely to be ruled out as they have been previously. She suggested that painted “dragon’s teeth” road markings may provide some benefit, but emphasised the importance of being realistic about what can be implemented. Overall, she highlighted that the issue is largely one of driver behaviour.

During the discussion, a speed camera was suggested as a possible measure. Cllr Lawrence outlined the actions that have already been taken and the measures currently in place. It was also noted that hedging near the 30MPH zone needs to be cut back to improve visibility. It was suggested that larger 30MPH signs may help emphasise the speed limit to drivers entering the village. There was a suggestion to utilise the house that had been hit as part of awareness or supporting evidence to highlight the speeding issue along The Street. 

Cllr Lawrence highlighted that he had previously suggested the possibility of installing police cardboard cut outs to help slow down oncoming vehicles. It was agreed by Councillors that this could be a realistic and easy measure to implement. 

Community involvement was discussed, including the re invigoration of a Community Speed Watch initiative, with volunteers to be organised via a WhatsApp group.

Further suggestions included following up with Susan regarding the “20 is Plenty” initiative and contacting English Heritage for guidance or input. Cllr Roberts confirmed that she has contacted Duxford regarding chicanes, which could still be explored as an option. A zebra crossing was also suggested as a potential safety measure, and Essex Police were identified as an important stakeholder to involve.
In summary, while infrastructure options are limited, the discussion emphasised the importance of influencing driver behaviour, increasing community involvement, and pursuing realistic and permissible safety measures.

The Clerk confirmed that she will look into all suggestions discussed this evening and provide an update at the next meeting. It was agreed to keep that item on the agenda each month to continue discussions around the subject and provide residents with the opportunity to raise any concerns. 

2025/26.180	Chair’s Report
None. 

2025/26.181	District / County Councillor reports
Cllr Susan Barker was not in attendance. 

2025/26.182	Councillor Reports
Cllr Roberts advised that the broken footbridge had still not been fixed. The Clerk confirmed that an update had been received from Essex County Council which was read out at the meeting. It detailed significant delays with the project however they have now programmed to undertake these works during March and April 2026.  This will allow time for the necessary licences to be finalised and for works to be mobilised.

Cllr Carter raised her ongoing concerns regarding an enhanced drainage problem in the area. It was noted that water frequently pools next to the pavement, resulting in passing vehicles continuously splashing nearby houses. It was noted that, due to the historical age of the properties along the street, there has been significant deterioration and weathering of the exterior of the homes. Woodwork is rotting and requires replacement more frequently than would normally be expected. The Clerk advised that a recent inspection of the street’s drains found no blockages. However, Cllr Carter clarified that the issue is not blockages but insufficient drainage, contributing to the ongoing problems. The Clerk confirmed that she would look into this matter. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk216079062]2025/26.183	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· JCM Services plan to commence their fortnightly grass cuts at the end of March.
· The High Roding database is now live with the new streetlight electricity supplier, Ecotricity, which will coordinate with NPower to release the parish council’s supply.
· The UK domain for the council website has been successfully renewed until February 2027.
· The Clerk checked all relevant streetlamps on her list and sent photographs to Electrical Testing Ltd., who confirmed that each lamp had an accessible inspection box. During this process, it was found that two streetlamps at Broadfield, previously thought to belong to the Parish Council, are actually owned by Essex County Council. These have been removed from the council’s inspection list, and A&J and ETL have been instructed to update their records accordingly.
· To meet audit requirements, the council must comply with the Transparency Code by making specific information available on the website. The Clerk has prepared this information and instructed David Mears to upload it.
· Kompan advised that the incorrect replacement leg for the cableway repairs was delivered. Efforts are underway to resolve this issue, with the works provisionally rebooked for 17 April 2026.

2025/26.184	VAS Speed Sign – Statistics 
The Clerk provided Councillors with statistics taken from the VAS Speed sign. Councillors discussed the information and agreed that again this can be utilised the highlight speeding through the village. 

2025/26.186	Bins
The Clerk provided the below quote for the purchase of a litter bin and dog waste bin:
Dog waste bin: £142.48
Litter bin: £180.22

The purchase of the bin was agreed by Councillors. The Clerk confirmed that JCM will be installing them along with the new dog fouling signs. 

Councillors advised that they wished to hold a Spring litter pick. The Clerk confirmed she would look into some possible dates and hall availability. 

2025/26.187	Clock works
The Clerk confirmed that she met with Graham from NTL Clock at the site where the clock is housed. He did a full inspection of the clock, and the Clerk is currently waiting for a quote to be sent. 

He did however confirm that the clock face restoration should last anywhere between 50-80 years. The servicing of clock should be undertaken every 1-2 years. 

2025/26.188	Entrance to car park/school pick up 
Cllr Lawrence provided an update on a number of issues with cars parking on the road during school bus times. The parked cars are causing lack of visibility when exiting the car park. The Clerk confirmed that she would look into the process of getting the dropped curb extended. 

2025/26.189	Standing Orders 2026
The Clerk has amended and updated this Councils Standing Orders based on the new NALC Model. All changes are highlighted in red. Councillors reviewed the Standing Orders and confirmed that they are happy to adopt. 

2025/26.190	Review the effectiveness of Internal Audit 
Councillors reviewed the effectiveness of the system of internal audit, and agreed they are happy with the current system. 

2025/26.191	Play area 
Play area inspection: On the 25th of February Kompan Ltd undertook the quarterly inspection on the High Roding Play Area. A total of 44 items were recorded, 41 of which were deem low or very low risk. 3 items were deemed moderate risk.
Councillors agreed to undertake the suggested works to the paintwork on the cradle swing at a cost of £557, with Safeplay Playground Services Ltd. The Clerk is also currently awaiting a quote form Kompan for the suggested works to the cableway timber frame.

Play area improvements project: The Clerk confirmed that she met with Sovereign on 26th of February to have a final site visit before installation is agreed. A copy of the final plan and quote was attached to the agenda.  Coucnillors agreed to a total price including installation of £18,619.50. Works should commence in the next 12 weeks, and the project will take around 5-7 days to complete. 
Teen Shelter: Councillors formally agreed the purchase of a teen shelter at a cost of £1,775 (excluding VAT and £50 shipping). It was noted that this Council was granted £1,200 from the Locality Fund to put towards the purchase of a teen shelter. 

The lead time for delivery for this item is 6-8 week. The shelter will need to be assembled and bolted to the ground, so the Clerk has contacted JCM services to ask if they can complete these works. They have confirmed that they can complete these works at a cost of £420. This was agreed by Council. 

2025/26.192	Byway winter restrictions review 
Cllr Lawrence provided an update on the above matter. He felt it would be sensible to look at getting Winter restriction place on the byway which has been done previously in the past. The Clerk confirmed she would look into this for next year.  

2025/26.193	Street lighting 
At the previous meeting Councillors expressed concerns about the price of the yearly street light maintenance and structural inspection. Cllr Lawrence provided the Clerk with a local based company who he believed could complete both street light maintenance and structural inspections of the streetlights. The Clerk has contacted this company and is currently waiting for a quote to be sent. 

The Clerk has instructed both A&J Lighting and Electrical Testing ltd to not complete any inspections or works until agreed by Council. 

2025/26.194	Planning Applications
Councillors considered the below planning applications: 

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0602/FUL
	The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/25/1780/HHF (Proposed replacement garage building)
UTT/26/0602/FUL | S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/25/1780/HHF (Proposed replacement garage building) | The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Deadline for comments: 8th April 

	No comments 




2025/26.195	Planning Updates	
Councillors noted the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0018/HHF
	14 School Villas Dunmow Road High Roding Dunmow Essex CM6 1NR
	Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, and demolition and extension of garden wall.
UTT/26/0018/HHF | Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, and demolition and extension of garden wall. | 14 School Villas Dunmow Road High Roding Dunmow Essex CM6 1NR
	Approved

	UTT/26/0430/FUL
	Land Opposite Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	S73 application to remove conditions 6 (Biodiversity Scheme), 7 (External Lighting) and 8 (Archaeological Investigation) of UTT/20/2759/OP
UTT/26/0430/FUL | S73 application to remove conditions 6 (Biodiversity Scheme), 7 (External Lighting) and 8 (Archaeological Investigation) of UTT/20/2759/OP | Land Opposite Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	This Parish Council is not able to comment on this application

	UTT/26/0001/LB
	Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS
	Proposed removal of corner post to repair existing timber frame.
UTT/26/0001/LB | Proposed removal of corner post to repair existing timber frame. | Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS

	Refused 

	UTT/25/2398/FUL/UTT/25/2399/LB
	Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	Conversion and extension of Grade 2 listed barn to dwelling and annexe. New vehicle access from highway, construction of detached cart lodge.
UTT/25/2398/FUL | Conversion and extension of Grade 2 listed barn to dwelling and annexe. New vehicle access from highway, construction of detached cart lodge. | Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	Approved 



2025/26.196	Finance
196.1	It was noted that the bank balance as of 28th of February 2026 was £49,555.27
196.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
196.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (February)
	PAID 
	£644.10

	HMRC
	Employers NI (February)
	Online 
	£34.06

	NPower 
	Streetlight Electricity (January & February)
	PAID 
	£481.71

	DCK Payroll 
	Monthly payroll (February)
	Online 
	£37.80

	Uttlesford District Council 
	Garden Waste Weekend Service for Parish Councils 2025 (20 scheduled collections *1 missed collection 23.03.25 0.5-hour collection slots £87.00 per hour)
	Online 
	£826.50

	Ecotricity  
	Streetlight electricity for the period 19 February 2026 to 01 March 2026 (10 days)
	DD
	£41.74

	David Mears 
	For 12 months WordPress website hosting for highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk from 21st March 2026, including SSL Certificate, Mailboxes, Mail Forwarders and daily website files and database backups
	Online
	£96.00

	Sustainable Furniture 
	Teen Shelter 
	PAID (To be formally agreed) 
	£2180.00



2025/26.197	Outstanding Matters
None. 
	
2025/26.198	Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 13th April.

Meeting end: 21.07 
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