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Chair: Cllr Joe Benton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | c/o Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk   |   www.highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk   


You are hereby summoned to attend
A meeting of High Roding Parish Council
to be held on
Monday 16th of March 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk
Date: 02/03/2025


AGENDA

2025/26.174	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972, states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2025/26.175	Other Absences

2025/26.176	Co-option 
There are currently three Councillor vacancies, and this Council is able to fill these vacancies by co-option. Councillors are asked to consider any candidates for co-option.

2025/26.177	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2025/26.178	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes if the Parish Council meeting held on 9th February 2026.

2025/26.179	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2025/26.180	Chair’s Report
To receive any reports from the Chair.

2025/26.181	District / County Councillor reports
To receive any reports from District or County Councillors.

2025/26.182	Councillor Reports
To receive any reports from the Councillors.

[bookmark: _Hlk216079062]2025/26.183	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk. 

2025/26.184	VAS Speed Sign – Statistics 
Clerk to provide data from the VAS Speed sign. 

2025/26.185	Speeding concerns on The Street 
Following the traffic accident on The Street on 20th of February, Councillor Lawrence has requested that this matter be included on the agenda.

Over recent years, a number of measures have been explored and, where possible, implemented to address concerns regarding vehicle speeds through the village. These include:

Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS): Installed in 2024.
Gateway Features: Licences for gateway features at both entrances to the village were approved in 2024. The project is currently with the Essex Highways design team, and installation is anticipated within the next 12 months.
Community Speed Watch: An established and active group, although it has not been operational for some time.

Additional traffic-calming measures have been suggested, including “20’s Plenty”, speed bumps, and chicanes.

The 20’s Plenty campaign is a UK-wide initiative promoting a default 20mph speed limit in residential areas and locations where pedestrians and vehicles mix. Supporting the campaign does not guarantee the implementation of a 20mph limit locally; it simply indicates support for the principle. Essex County Council has adopted a selective and cautious approach to 20mph zones, and this does not align fully with the national campaign. As a result, the introduction of a 20mph zone in High Roding is unlikely in the near future. Within Essex, 20mph limits are rare and are generally restricted to new developments rather than existing villages. 

The B184, which runs through High Roding, is classified as a Priority 2 (PR2) route by Essex County Council Highways. A PR2 route is defined as a key connector between towns and villages and is important for regional movement, although it does not carry the same level of traffic or strategic importance as Priority 1 (PR1) routes, such as the A120.

Page 16 of the Essex Speed Management Strategy states that permanent 20mph zones are not permitted on County PR2 routes. However, a 20mph speed limit may be considered subject to consultation with the Traffic Manager and approval by the Cabinet Member. On this basis, it may be possible to pursue a formal 20mph speed limit for the B184.
The 20’s Plenty initiative, by contrast, is an advisory scheme only, typically used outside schools or colleges within an existing 30mph speed limit. Advisory 20mph limits rely on signage alone and are not enforceable by the police.

Speed bumps and chicanes are not considered appropriate for The Street, as it is a main route for emergency vehicles travelling to Broomfield Hospital, and due to the close proximity of residential properties to the roadway.

The Clerk has asked PC Andrew Quin and PCSO Michael O’Donnell to attend the meeting. 

Councillors are asked to discuss any possible further speed reducing measures that they feel could be implemented. 

2025/26.186	Bins
Clerk to provide quotes for both a dog bin and litter bin to be placed in the village car park. 

2025/26.187	Clock works
Clerk to provide update at the meeting.

2025/26.188	Entrance to car park/school pick up 
Cllr Lawrence to provide an update on the above matter. 

2025/26.189	Standing Orders 2026
The Clerk has amended and updated this Councils Standing Orders based on the new NALC Model. All changes are highlighted in red. Councillors are asked to review and adopt the Standing Orders attached to this agenda. 

2025/26.190	Review the effectiveness of Internal Audit 
Councillors are asked to review the effectiveness of the system of internal audit.  Heelis & Lodge, qualified internal auditors, have been appointed to complete this years internal audit.  There is one audit per year, and the Clerk is required to provide information at the request of the internal auditor. A copy of the report is then provided to Council and included in the agenda for review and to agree any resultant actions.  Councillors area asked to confirm they believe this is an effective system.

2025/26.191	Play area 
Play area inspection: On the 25th of February Kompan Ltd undertook the quarterly inspection on the High Roding Play Area. A total of 44 items were recorded, 41 of which were deem low or very low risk. 3 items were deemed moderate risk. Councillors are asked to review the moderate risk items and agree how to proceed. A copy of the full report is attached to the agenda. 

Play area improvements project: The Clerk met with Sovereign on 26th of February to have a final site visit before installation is agreed. The Clerk hopes to have a final price in time for the meeting.

Teen Shelter: Councillors to formally agree the purchase of a teen shelter at a cost of £1,775 (excluding VAT and £50 shipping). To note this Council has been granted £1,200 from the Locality Fund to put towards the purchase of a teen shelter. The lead time for delivery for this item is 6-8 week. The shelter will need to be assembled and bolted to the ground, so the Clerk has contacted JCM services to ask if they can complete these works. 

2025/26.192	Byway winter restrictions review 
Cllr Lawrence to provide an update on the above matter. 

2025/26.193	Street lighting 
At the previous meeting Councillors expressed concerns about the price of the yearly street light maintenance and structural inspection. Cllr Lawrence provide the Clerk with a local based company who he believed could complete both street light maintenance and structural inspections of the streetlights. The Clerk hopes to have a comparative quote in time for the meeting for Councillors to consider. 

To note, the Clerk has instructed both A&J Lighting and Electrical Testing ltd to not complete any inspections or works until agreed by Council. 

2025/26.194	Planning Applications
Councillors to consider the below planning application: 

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0602/FUL
	The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/25/1780/HHF (Proposed replacement garage building)
UTT/26/0602/FUL | S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of UTT/25/1780/HHF (Proposed replacement garage building) | The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Deadline for comments: 8th April 



2025/26.195	Planning Updates	
Councillors are asked to note the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0018/HHF
	14 School Villas Dunmow Road High Roding Dunmow Essex CM6 1NR
	Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, and demolition and extension of garden wall.
UTT/26/0018/HHF | Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, and demolition and extension of garden wall. | 14 School Villas Dunmow Road High Roding Dunmow Essex CM6 1NR
	Approved

	UTT/26/0430/FUL
	Land Opposite Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	S73 application to remove conditions 6 (Biodiversity Scheme), 7 (External Lighting) and 8 (Archaeological Investigation) of UTT/20/2759/OP
UTT/26/0430/FUL | S73 application to remove conditions 6 (Biodiversity Scheme), 7 (External Lighting) and 8 (Archaeological Investigation) of UTT/20/2759/OP | Land Opposite Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	This Parish Council is not able to comment on this application

	UTT/26/0001/LB
	Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS
	Proposed removal of corner post to repair existing timber frame.
UTT/26/0001/LB | Proposed removal of corner post to repair existing timber frame. | Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS

	Refused 

	UTT/25/2398/FUL/UTT/25/2399/LB
	Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	Conversion and extension of Grade 2 listed barn to dwelling and annexe. New vehicle access from highway, construction of detached cart lodge.
UTT/25/2398/FUL | Conversion and extension of Grade 2 listed barn to dwelling and annexe. New vehicle access from highway, construction of detached cart lodge. | Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	Approved 



2025/26.196	Finance
196.1	To note the status of the account and budget.
196.2	The Clerk to provide a bank reconciliation. This will be tabled at the meeting, and signed accordingly by the Chairman. 
196.3	To agree the following payments:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (February)
	PAID 
	£644.10

	HMRC
	Employers NI (February)
	Online 
	£34.06

	NPower 
	Streetlight Electricity (January) 
	Online 
	£315.40

	DCK Payroll 
	Monthly payroll (February)
	Online 
	£37.80

	Uttlesford District Council 
	Garden Waste Weekend Service For Parish Councils 2025 (20 scheduled collections *1 missed collection 23.03.25 0.5 hour collection slots £87.00 per hour)
	Online 
	£826.50

	Ecotricity  
	Streetlight electricity for the period 19 February 2026 to 01 March 2026 (10 days)
	DD
	£41.74

	David Mears 
	For 12 months WordPress website hosting for highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk from 21st March 2026, including SSL Certificate, Mailboxes, Mail Forwarders and daily website files and database backups
	Online
	£96.00



2025/26.197	Outstanding Matters
	
2025/26.198	Date of Next Meeting
To note the next of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 13th April. 
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