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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 15th June 2026 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES

Present: Cllr Lawrence (acting Chairman), Cllr Dines, Cllr Alton, Cllr Phillip and Cllr Carter

District Councillor Susan Barker*
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)
*For part of the meeting

2026/27.24	Election of Chairman 
It was agreed for Cllr Lawrence to step in as acting Chairman for this meeting until and official Chairman is nominated. 

2026/27.25	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Roberts and District Cllr Bagnall.  

2026/27.26	Other Absences
None. 

2026/27.27	Declarations of Interest
None

2026/27.28	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of High Roding Parish Council and the Annual Parish Assembly that took place on the 11th of May 2026 were a true record and signed accordingly by the Chairman. 

2026/27.29	Public Participation Session
There were no members of the public present.

2026/27.30	Chair’s Report
None.

2026/27.31	District / County Councillor reports
District Cllr Susan Barker advised that although she is no longer High Rodings County Councillor she is still however their District Councillor. She provided the below updates:
· Cllr Barker was impressed with the new updates to the High Roding play area. 
· Cllr Barker asked if any update or progress had been made to Broadfield car park. The Clerk advised she had not yet had any response from the UDC officer she met.
· She confirmed she would look further into the derelict house at New Cottages. 

2026/27.32	Councillor Reports
Cllr Dines advised he had received lots of great feedback on the new play equipment, however a few are becoming concerned that the slide is no usable due to the amount of bird feces on it. Although it has been cleaned numerous times the only way to resolve the issue is to the cut the trees back, so they do not overhang onto the slide. The Clerk confirmed she would contact Walker Tree Care for a quote.  

Cllr Dines also advised that the newly installed bins in the village car park have not been emptied. The Clerk will contact UDC to ensure that the new bins are on their collection list. 

Cllr Dines requested a car park clear up to be added to the next agenda to organise. 

2026/27.33	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the below matters:
· Footpath 15
This was reported to the Clerk at both the May meeting and via email by a local resident raising concerns over the path being overgrown and not walkable. This was reported by the Clerk to Essex Highways Authority who advised that this path is on their cutting schedule for the summer. 
· Update on Cable runway 
The repairs to the cable runway have been delayed once again. Kompan engineers hope to return on the 16th of June to carry out the final repairs. 
· Litter Pick 
The Clerk thanked everyone who attended the village litter pick on the 6th of June. It was discussed that October and March are the best times of year to hold the litter picks. Councillors agreed to hold the next litter pick on Saturday 10th of October. The Clerk will contact the WI to organise getting the hall booked.  
· VAT
It was noted that the VAT Return for 2024/2025 and 2025/2026 had been completed and submitted for £3,037.62.
2026/27.34	Speeding
Signage – The Clerk provided costings for a “drive like your children live here sign”. Councillors agreed to purchase 6 signs at a cost of £32.94 and for them to be placed in various locations within the village. 

Byway – Clerk advised she has looked into the issue of speeding and damage to verges on the byway and noted that it has been a recurring item on the agenda since 2014.

The Clerk has contacted County Councillor Geoff Bagnall to seek his assistance in reviewing the matter and to explore what support may be available to help address the issue. Cllr Bagnall advised that he is putting together a list of Highways related issues to put to Highways. Currently there is a push to get some 'priority' fixes done, so that will take immediate precedence.  Afterwards, however, there will be a push to catch up with the backlog.

Motorcycles on Byway – The Clerk contacted PCSO Mike O’Donnell Smith to provide some assistance on the matter. He advised that this route in question is classed as a BOAT (Byway open to all traffic). A speed limit on a BOAT is 60MPH, so unfortunately there is no action that can be taken on Motor vehicles driving on the Byway, unless they are caught driving over the speed limit by Police. He did advise that he would be carrying out some speed checks in the village over the next few weeks. 

Cllr Bagnall did advise that he has made some enquiries in regard to changing the Byway to a “restricted Byway” which was recently done in Takeley. This would mean that no motorised vehicles could use it. The Clerk will look into this and provide an update at the next meeting.   

Speeding – The old speed sign was mentioned as many believe it is not working properly. The Clerk will look into this. 
Cllr Dines advised that that a speed watch took place a few weeks back, however it was not overly successful. 
The Parish Council are continuing to conversations surrounding speeding through the village 

2026/27.35	DCK Payroll
At the Budget meeting it was agreed to no longer use DCK Payroll and to move forward using a free online Payroll Software, unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances this is now no longer the case. Therefore, this Council will need to return to using DCK Payroll at a cost of £31.50 per month. 

The Clerk is currently in the process of getting the new contract setup. 

2026/27.36	KOMPAN Renewal 2026/2027
High Roding Parish Council’s agreement with Kompan Ltd for the quarterly play area inspections is due for renewal. The cost is £139.39 for the quarterly inspections and £261.53 for the annual inspection. These prices remain unchanged from the previous 2025/2026 renewal quotation. All Councillors agreed to proceed with the Kompan play inspection contract for 2026/2027.

2026/27.37	Internal Audit Report 2025/2026
a) It is the Clerks understanding that the Internal Audit has been completed given that the documents were sent 2 weeks ago, however the internal audit report has not yet been received. 
b) Councillors agreed the appointment of Heelis & Lodge as this Councils internal auditor for the 2026/2027 financial year. 

2026/27.38	External Audit AGAR 2025/2026
Each year the Councils Accounts and Practices (known as the Annual Governance and Accountability Return - AGAR) are reviewed by an external auditor appointed by the Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The Council noted that the AGAR must be approved by 30th June 2026 and submitted to PKF Littlejohn by 1st July 2026.  It was agreed that the requirement for the public inspection period (to include the first 10 working days of July) will start 22nd June and will end 31st July.  This Council is subject to an Intermediate Review as part of the limited assurance review. The Council: 

a) Reviewed the effectiveness of the system of internal control.
b) Considered the findings of this review. 
c) Prepared the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) 
d) Approved the Annual Governance Statement by way of RESOLUTION. AGREED unanimous vote. 
e) Considered the Accounting Statements (Section 2)
f) Approved the Accounting Statements by way of RESOLUTION. AGREED unanimous vote. 
g) Ensured that both the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements were signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting.

As part of the AGAR considerations, the Parish Council paid specific attention to sections 2, 6 and 7 of Section 1 Annual Governance Statement, given that the Internal Audit report for 2025/2026 had not yet been received.  The Council reviewed Section 8 of the PKF Detailed Audit Instructions document, along with the relevant sections of the Practitioners Guide March 2024, in terms of what was required in order to warrant a positive response, and as a result was confident a positive response could be provided as the Council had complied with its legal responsibilities as defined in the Practitioners Guide.

2026/27.39	High Roding Gateway Features
The Clerk received the below update from Essex Highways Liaison Officer regarding the approved gateway features that were discussed at the previous meeting:

I did ask the Design Team if there were any other options, but the problem is the scheme has already been designed as presented and obviously there is a cost associated with getting the scheme to where it now is and that design budget has already been spent now (there is very little flex in the budget), that coupled with the fact that my understanding is that there is insufficient road space to consider any alternative options, if there were space to consider a different arrangement this would have been designed instead.  But I completely understand and agree with what you are saying about it really only being a replacement for what is currently present at the site.  
 
The scheme is currently on hold as I really think we need a decision from the Panel on whether to proceed with this scheme.  Things are very uncertain at the moment as we are currently waiting for a steer from the new Cabinet Member as to how the panels will run till the end of the year, as you know we have a totally new administration at ECC and it is going to take time for a direction to be decided upon.

Councillors felt this was not a good enough response and requested that the Clerk go back to the design team and request further information. 

2026/27.40	Planning Applications
Councillors considered the below planning application:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/1276/FUL
	Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NN
	S73 application to remove conditions 6 (biodiversity scheme), 7 (lighting scheme) and 8 (archaeological assessment) attached to UTT/20/2759/OP (allowed at appeal) - work started without discharge of conditions, seeking conditions to be retrospectively removed
UTT/26/1276/FUL | S73 application to remove conditions 6 (biodiversity scheme), 7 (lighting scheme) and 8 (archaeological assessment) attached to UTT/20/2759/OP (allowed at appeal) - work started without discharge of conditions, seeking conditions to be retrospectively removed | Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NN
	Consultation expiry date: 26th June 2026

	No comments. 



2026/27.41	Planning Updates	
Councillors noted the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/26/0430/FUL

	Land Opposite Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	S73 application to remove conditions 6 (Biodiversity Scheme), 7 (External Lighting) and 8 (Archaeological Investigation) of UTT/20/2759/OP
UTT/26/0430/FUL | S73 application to remove conditions 6 (Biodiversity Scheme), 7 (External Lighting) and 8 (Archaeological Investigation) of UTT/20/2759/OP | Land Opposite Roding Hall Dunmow Road High Roding Essex

	Refused

	UTT/26/1325/DOC
	The Old Smithy Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS
	Application to discharge condition 3 (Archaeology) attached to UTT/23/2489/HHF.
	Discharge conditions in full

	UTT/26/0744/FUL
	Land Adj. Rands Cottage Rands Road High Roding Essex
	Construction of a single self-build residential dwelling alongside associated development
	Refused




2026/27.42	Finance  
42.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 31st of May 2026 was £37,759.02
42.2	The Clerk provided a bank reconciliation which was signed accordingly by the chairman. 
42.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	DCK Payroll Solutions
	March 2026 Monthly Payroll
PAYE Year End 2025-26
	PAID 
	£75.60

	JMC
	Collection, erection and instillation of teen shelter 
	BACS
	£420.00

	JMC
	Collect and Install waste bins x2
	BACS
	£72.00

	Clear Councils 
	Local Council Insurance 2026/2027
	BACS
	£659.73

	Sovereign Ltd
	30% Balance Invoice for the supply/install of ordered items/services of Equipment & Surfacing
	BACS
	£6703.03

	Ecotricity 
	Street light electricity – June 
	DD
	£134.32

	Bonnie Jones 
	Invoice Stamp
	Online 
	£18.98

	A.James Ltd 
	Interim payment for works to the clock 
	Online 
	£2730.60



2026/27.43	Outstanding Matters
	
2026/27.44	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 13th of July at the WI Hall at 7:30pm. All members of the public and press are welcome.  

Meeting end: 21:14
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