[image: The High Roding Parish Council Website][image: The High Roding Parish Council Website]HIGH RODING PARISH COUNCIL

		
Chair: Cllr Joe Benton
Clerk: Bonnie Jones | c/o Ware Farm, The Street, High Roding, CM6 1NT | 
clerk@highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk   |   www.highrodingparishcouncil.co.uk   


MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 14th July 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES

Present: Cllr Dines (Acting Chairman), Cllr Schroder and Cllr Roberts. 

2 members of the public*
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

*For part of the meeting

2025/26.23	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllr Benton and Cllr Lawrence.

2025/26.24	Other Absences
		None.

2025/26.25	Declarations of Interest
		Cllr Schroder declared a non pecuniary interest in agenda item 2025/26.41, Dragon Beam House. 

2025/26.26	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting and Meeting of Parishioners held on 28th May 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2025/26.27	Public Participation Session
One member of the public advised she had spoken to a local police officer who advised that when Charities do door-to-door visits the police are notified of this prior. She was hoping that the Parish Council could also be made aware of this so that the village can be informed, as previously residents have been unsure of the legitimacy of such visits due to scamming. The Clerk confirmed she would request that the Parish Council are also made aware.  This parishioner also raised various concerns surrounding 1 New Cottages that had been vacant for almost 2 years. The Clerk confirmed she would contact the Uttlesford District Council housing officer.  Lastly, she questioned when the grass at the playing field was being cut. The Clerk was aware that fortnightly cuts took place, however the member of the public believed it was being cut more regular than this. The Clerk advised she would contact the grounds maintenance contractor to discuss this with him. 

A second member of the public raised concerns surrounding the agreement for the letting of the Street Allotments. The Clerk confirmed this would be discussed in closed session at the end of the meeting therefore no specific details can be discussed. The member of the public advised he was aware of this, and continued to provide details of a number of matters he was concerned about in this regard. The Clerk advised the resident to contact the Chairman of the Allotment Association if he had any concerns. 

2025/26.28	Chair’s Report
None.

2025/26.29	District / County Councillor reports
None.

2025/26.30	Councillor Reports
Cllr Schroder advised of the large build up of dust on the sides of the roads. The Clerk advised she would look into getting this cleared. 

2025/26.31	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· The previous Chairman had been successfully removed from the Online Banking. 
· The Clerk is in the process of getting Cllr Benton added as a signatory.
· Zip wire repairs were unable to take place on 16th June. KOMPAN attempted to replicate the wooden leg however was unable to do so to their satisfaction. They are now attempting to purchase the leg from the manufacturer. The Clerk is awaiting a new date for repairs.  
· The Highways application for gateway features at both ends of the village had been agreed for funding. The Clerk is currently awaiting the design work to be completed by Highways so that an application for a licence can be progressed.
· Clear Councils Insurance has been renewed. The invoice is to be authorised. 
· The Clerk advised that the spare defibrillator pads will expire at the end of July. The Clerk is currently in the process of look at costing for replacement pads. 
· The grounds maintenance contractor has advised that 4 fence panels at the play area are broken. He has quoted £15 each to repair. Councillors agreed to repair the panels at this cost.
· The Clerk has received an email from a Parishioner asking if the Parish Council are prepared to contribute towards the First Aid course taking place on the 19th of July. Councillors discussed the matter and agreed that they were happy to contribute half of the cost towards the course. It was highlighted the importance of having trained first aiders in the village and that all parishioners should be aware if who these people are and how to contact them if they are required. The Clerk will liaise to confirm that all those taking part in the course are happy to have their name and number distributed. 
Councillors then considered possibly creating an information leaflet to distribute to the Village with various information included. The Clerk confirmed she would draft this and include it as an agenda item to discuss in September. 

2025/26.32	2024/2025 Internal Audit Report
a. The Clerk has received the internal audit report for 2024/2025 that was carried out by Heelis & Lodge. Councillors noted that there were no additional comments/recommendations made by Heelis & Lodge in relation to this audit.
b. Councillors agreed the appointment of Heelis & Lodge as this Councils internal auditor for the 2025/2026 financial year. 

2025/26.33	High Roding 2025 Tree Survey 
Councillors discussed the High Roding Tree Survey which was completed by Walker Tree Care on all trees owned by High Roding Parish Council as well as a quote provided by Walker Tree care with details of all recommended works. Councillors agreed to get all recommended works completed.

2025/26.34	Speed Data 
		The Clerk provided a detailed graph of speed data collated from 1st March – 1st July 2025. 
The matter of speeding wad discussed in depth by Councillors, along with ways to reduce speeding through the village. It was agreed to send the speed data to our local Police officers to get some advice on the best ways we can reduce speed, as well as look into getting the 30mph speed limit extended. 

2025/26.35	Play Area action plan for 2025/2026
Councillors discussed their wants and aims for the Play Area over the next 12 months. It was agreed for the Clerk to look into some possible funding streams to help fund any project, as well as look closer at the Monkey Challenge. Councillors also felt that a second picnic bench could be utilised. The Clerk will look at costings for this.

2025/26.36	Council Policies & Procedures 
	The Clerk advised she had reviewed High Roding Parish Council’s Policies and Procedures that were previously reviewed in 2024. The Clerk confirmed that changes were only necessary to the Standing Orders as an updated NALC model was released in 2025.  	Councillors reviewed and agreed to adopt the below Policies and Procedures:

· Complaints procedure 
· Financial Regulations 
· Freedom of Information 
· Health & Safety 
· Playground Inspection 
· Recording of Council Meetings 
· Standing Orders 
· Virement Policy 
· Disciplinary Procedure 
· Grievance Policy 
· Internal Control Policy 
· Operational and Financial Risk assessment 
· Scheme of delegation 
· Staff and Member training Policy 

	The Clerk confirmed that these will be uploaded to the High Roding Parish Council website. 

2025/26.37	Stansted Planning Application 
Councillors were made aware that a planning application for Stansted Airport has been submitted for the following:

“Airfield works comprising two new taxiway links to the existing runway (Rapid Access Taxiway and Rapid Exit Taxiway) to enable continued airfield operations of 274,000 aircraft movements and an increase in passenger throughput from 43 million terminal passengers to up to 51 million terminal passengers, in a twelve-month calendar period”

Councillors did not wish to make any comments on this application. 

 2025/26.38	External Audit AGAr 2024-2025
At the May meeting the relevant processes for Audit were undertaken. Councillors noted that the relevant documents and paperwork have been sent to the External Auditor and published in accordance with the legislation including the exercise of public rights.

2025/26.39	Annual Playground Inspection
The annual playground inspection took place on 15th May 2025. There were 108 Inspection results, 103 of which were either very low or low risk, however 5 were moderate risk. Councillors discussed the inspection report and agreed to wait until a quote for the works had been received before any further action is agreed. This matter will be placed on the September Agenda. 
.
2025/26.40	VE Day Community Grant
This Council has been granted £3,000 from the one-off community grant applied for by the Clerk. This funding has been ear marked specifically for a VE Day event. 

Councillors discussed various options for an event and what was feasible in a short time frame. It was agreed to hold a commemorative event in September and a plan for the event was agreed. The Clerk will look into various costings and logistics and provide an update via email. 

2025/26.41	Planning Applications
	Councillors considered the below planning applications: 

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/1009/LB
	Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS
	Remove bitumen from external bricks at the front of property. Repoint bricks and cover with lime render. Repaint with black lime wash.
UTT/25/1009/LB | Remove bitumen from external bricks at the front of property. Repoint bricks and cover with lime render. Repaint with black lime wash | Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS
	Deadline for comments: 30th July 

	No objections 

	UTT/25/1780/HHF
	The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Proposed replacement garage building.
UTT/25/1780/HHF | Proposed replacement garage building. | The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Deadline for comments: 31st July 

	No comments 

	[bookmark: _Hlk203378555]UTT/25/1788/DOC
	Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and doors) 5 
UTT/25/1788/DOC | Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and doors) 5 (landscaping) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL | Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP (landscaping) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL
	Deadline for comments: 25th July 

	No comments 




2025/26.42	Planning Updates	
	Councillors noted the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/1467/DOC
	18 Broadfield High Roding Essex CM6 1NY

	Application to discharge condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout) attached to UTT/24/1381/HHF
	Conditions discharged in full. 

	UTT/25/1246/TCA
	White House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NR
	Fell 1no. Pine tree to ground level
	No objections.


	UTT/25/0785/DOC
	Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and doors) 5 (landscape) 6 (bio enhancements) 7 (CEMP) 9 (renewable's) 14 (cycle) 15 (lighting) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL
	Discharge conditions in part

	UTT/25/1248/HHF
	Little Sears Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	Proposed single storey side/link extension
	Approved with conditions



2025/26.43	Finance
43.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 30th June 2025 is £35,465.45
43.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman. 
43.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance (June)
	Online 
	£31.07

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (June)
	PAID
	£324.12

	DCK Payroll Solutions
	Payroll fee (June)
	Online 
	£37.80

	Steves Gardening Services 
	Various grass cutting and grounds maintenance (cut 6,7 & 8)
	Online 
	£550.00

	Steves Gardening Services 
	Cut hedge around play park
	Online
	£150.00

	Heelis & Lodge 
	2024/2025 Internal Audit 
	Online 
	£170.00

	Clear Councils
	2025/2026 Insurance 
	Online
	£632.72

	Kompan Ltd
	Annual play inspection (May)
	Online 
	£295.52

	A&J Lighting 
	Annual maintenance visit 2025
*Report to be included in September agenda
	Online
	£181.44



2025/26.44	Outstanding Matters
		None.
	
2025/26.45	Date of Next Meeting
The next of High Roding Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday 15th September.

2025/26.46	Exclusion of the public and the press

The Street Allotments 
The Clerk advised that there had been an error in the previous lease agreement that was signed at the May meeting. This error has now been rectified, and the lease agreement has been signed by the Chairman of the Allotment Association. All individual parties were satisfied with the final draft and the lease agreements was signed accordingly by the Chairman and the Clerk. 
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