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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 13th January 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES

Present:	Cllr Barrett (Chairman), Cllr Dines, Cllr Lawrence, Cllr Benton, Cllr Schroder and Cllr King.

Bonnie Jones (Clerk)
District Councillor Susan Barker*
1 member of the Public
*For part of the meeting


2024/25.125	Apologies for Absence
None

2024/25.126	Other Absences
		None

2024/25.127	Declarations of Interest
None

2024/25.128	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th November 2024 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2024/25.129	Public Participation Session
The 1 member of the public present wanted to highlight the importance of the current ongoing Allotment matter regarding The Street allotment site. He provided a brief history and confirmed that he was available to answer any questions Councillors may have. 

2024/25.130	Chair’s Report
None

2024/25.131	District / County Councillor reports
Cllr Susan Barker gave various updates regarding the recent Local Government proposals for reform. She also confirmed that High Roding Parish Councils recent LHP application will be going to cabinet in a matter of days for consideration. 

The path along the B184 was discussed. Cllr Barker advised she may be able to get some of the works completed. Cllr Barrett confirmed she would send Cllr Barker some pictures as well as a What 3 Words location.

2024/25.132	Councillor Reports
	Cllr King advised that works were currently being undertaken behind the flats at Broadfield. She was unsure what works were being carried out. 

	Cllr Benton asked if the Clerk had received any updates regarding the broken footpath bridge. The Clerk advised that there is currently no update on this, however it was confirmed previously that works would be carried out in Summer 2025.

2024/25.133	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal update which included the following matters:

· Due to a short notice deadline, High Roding Parish Councils January news article was not included in the Parish Magazine. The Clerk confirmed she would re-send the articles to Councillors to make any amendments or changes for the February article.
· The broken streetlight along Broadfield which was reported by Cllr King has now been repaired.
· The Clerk had previously sent an email to Councillors regarding the Love your Bus grant fund being headed up High Easter Parish Council, which this Council has been asked if they would like to be a part of a small working group. Cllr King confirmed she would be happy to represent this Council in a working group supporting the Love your Bus grant fund. 
· The Clerk has chased UDC regarding the Broadfield Car Park. She has been advised that the person dealing with the matter will respond in due course. 
· The updated emergency plan was originally going to be considered in this agenda, however after inspection the Clerk and Chairman felt that a few more details needed confirming before it can be put to Council for approval. 
· The Clerk is currently awaiting confirmation of the decision regarding the WI Hall Asset of Community Value application.
· The Clerk provided various statistics taken from the new speed sign including the following:
(1st December 2024 – 13th January 2025)
Average Incoming speed – 27.37MPH
Average Outgoing speed – 29.74MPH
Maximum incoming speed – 87MPH
Maximum Outgoing speed – 100MPH

2024/25.134	Precept and Budget 
Councillors considered in detail the Budget and Precept for 2025/2026.

It was agreed to set the precept for 2025/2026 at £24,637. This represents a 2% increase in the Parish Council element of the Council tax, meaning a Band D property would be paying £105.68 a year – a £2.07 increase on the current year. Proposed Cllr Barrett, Second Cllr Lawrence.

Councillors considered and were satisfied with the current and expected level or ear marked reserves and general reserves.

2024/25.135	Play area inspection – November 
Following a recent Play area inspection carried out by Kompan Ltd, the cableway has again been reported with medium risk due to the timber issues. Councillors agreed to keep an eye on the timber over the next few months with a view to carrying our repairs in the near future. The Clerk confirmed she would get a quote for the proposed works. Councillors also requested that the Clerk ask for information on how to treat the timber, which is something that had been suggested in a number of play area inspections.

2024/25.136	RCCE Membership 
The Clerk provided an overview as to what the RCCE membership included as well as confirming a cost of £79.80 per year.
		
It was proposed by Cllr King and seconded by Cllr Barrett to join the RCCE membership. This membership will be considered again in 2026/2027 depending on how much the membership is used.

2024/25.137	Car park Tree works
It has previously been discussed that the hedge at the rear of the car park needs cutting back as well as some possible surrounding tree works. The Clerk has contacted Walker Tree Care who visited the site and provided a quote of £540.00 for the works. Acceptance of this quote was Proposed by Cllr Barrett and Second by Cllr Dines. 

Cllr Lawrence advised that he though the Tree Survey was now due. The Clerk confirmed that the two previous tree surveys took place in Summer 2021 and 2023, so a tree survey will be due in Summer 2025. The Clerk advised she will enquire with Walker Tree Care if they carry out Tree Surveys as well as contacting Be Green Tree Surgery who carried out the two previous surveys.

2024/25.138	2025/2026 Internal Auditor 
Unfortunately, Val Evans has advised that she will no longer be continuing as an Independent Local Council Internal Auditor with immediate effect. The Clerk has contacted Heelis & Lodge who are an independent internal auditing service, who confirmed that they are available to complete this Councils Internal audit at a cost of £170. This quote was agreed by Council, and it was agreed to appoint Heelis & Lodge as this Councils internal auditor.

2024/25.139	Overgrown hedge – South of the Village on B184
Both the Clerk and Cllr Susan Barker have been contacted on numerous occasions regarding the overgrowth on the footpath running from Dugates up until the turning to the Church, making it difficult for pedestrians to walk along the footpath. Cllr Barker had advised that Essex Highways will not cut this back. The Clerk has therefore contacted Steve’s Gardening Services to provide a quote for the works. Steve had advised that a site visit will need to be carried out in order for him to provide an accurate quote. 

Councillors discussed the matter in great detail however felt that a number of different options needed to be explored prior to this council considering any quoted works. 

2024/25.140	WW2 Commemoration
The Clerk advised that this year marks the 80th anniversary of VE Day, w. Councillors agreed that they definitely wanted to mark the occasion  however are currently unsure as to the size of the celebration. 

The Clerk confirmed she would look at possible grant opportunities. This matter will be discussed again at the next meeting.

2024/25.141	Litter Pick
Councillors agreed that they wish to hold two litter picks again this year. Cllr King advised that the WI Easter Fayre is taking place on 12th April, should Council wish to hold the litter pick in conjunction with this event, as it had done in previous years. This date was agreed by Council. It was agreed that a second date would be considered at the next meeting.

2024/25.142	Planning Applications
	The below planning application was considered:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/0028/DOC
	The Black Lion Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NT

	Application to discharge condition 3 (paint) attached to UTT/24/2366/LB
	Deadline for comments – 28th Jan

	No comments 




2024/25.143	Planning Updates	
The below planning updates were noted:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/24/2633/HHF
	Porters Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NX
	Replacement vehicle gates and enlargement of driveway
	Approved with conditions



2024/25.144	Finance
144.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 31st December was £33,951.91. That is split between £23,929.83 in the current account and £10,022.08 in the savings account.
144.2	A bank reconciliation and budget status was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
144.3	All Councillors agreed to the below payments:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary - November
	PAID
	£827.50

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary - December
	PAID 
	£624.12

	Bonnie Jones
	Reimburse – Stationary 
	Online
	£15.00

	NPower
	Street Light Electricity – November
	Online 
	£252.32

	NPower
	Street Light Electricity - December
	Online
	£266.65

	DCK Payroll 
	Payroll fee (November)
	Online
	£36.00

	DCK Payroll 
	Payroll fee (December)
	Online
	£36.00

	KOMPAN Ltd
	November Operational Inspection
	Online
	£155.40

	A&J Lighting
	Broadfield streetlight replacement + call out charge
	DD
	£526.80

	High Roding & Gt Canfield WI Hall
	2024 hall hire
	Cheque
	£250.00



2024/25.145	Outstanding Matters
	Cllr King advised that she will be standing down as Councillor in May this year. 
	
2024/25.146	Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the date of the next meeting will be held on Monday 10th of February.

2024/25.147	Exclusion of the public and the press
The Street Allotments
Various matters were discussed regarding the ongoing legal matter concerning The Street Allotments. The points mentioned will be actioned by the Clerk and an update will be given at the next meeting.


Meeting end
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