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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 10th February 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road

MINUTES


Present:	Cllr Barrett (Chairman), Cllr Dines and Cllr King

Bonnie Jones (Clerk)
1 member of the Public


2024/25.147	Apologies for Absence
		Apologies received from District Councillor Susan Barker.

2024/25.148	Other Absences
		Cllr Schroder, Cllr Lawrence and Cllr Benton.

2024/25.149	Declarations of Interest
None

2024/25.150	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th January 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2024/25.151	Public Participation Session
None.

2024/25.152	Chair’s Report
Cllr Barrett advised that after discussing the footpath from Dugates to the Church at the previous meeting she attended the site and took a number of photographs. She also spoke to various neighbours regarding the matter, one of whom gave her the contact details for the farmer who owns the land next to the path. Cllr Barrett emailed Cllr Barker with the pictures as well as a What3Words location. Cllr Barker is also currently looking into this, and  it is  hoped to receive an update soon. 

2024/25.153	District / County Councillor reports
There were no members of the District or County Council present.

2024/25.154	Councillor Reports
Cllr King advised that she was unable to attend the initial Love your Bus working group. The Clerk heading up this working group advised Cllr King that this was just an initial meeting, however no vital points were being discussed. Cllr King is waiting to receive the minutes of this meeting as well as a second meeting date. This matter will be placed on the March agenda where Cllr King will provide an update.

2024/25.155	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal update which included the below matters:
· At the previous meeting it was agreed to complete a land registry search for the hedges at the entrance to the car park, in the hope of understanding who is responsible for cutting these back. The land registry fee has recently been raised to £14. Councillors agreed that they still wish to go ahead with obtaining this information.
· This council has been consulted on the naming of the new development opposite Roding Hall. The proposed name is Meadow View. The Council had no objections to this.
· Councillors confirmed that they would like the following matters included in the next Parish magazine article: the ongoing efforts to escalate the broken footbridge which has not yet been repaired, High Roding Parish Councils attendance at the WI Hall event on 22nd March, VE Day plans and Litter Pick. 
· The Clerk had been contacted by Walker Tree Care to see if they could complete the works today. The Clerk advised that this was not enough time for residents to move their cars from the rear of the car park. The works will go ahead as previously agreed on the 13th February.

2024/25.156	Litter Pick
		Councillors agreed to consider a date for the Autumn litter pick at the March meeting.

2024/25.157	VE Day Commemoration
At the previous meeting councillors discussed the possibility of holding a VE Day commemoration event within the village. The Clerk advised she has applied for a one off community grant of £3000 for a VE Day event. She is unsure as to when the application decisions will be made, however the Clerk will find out this information and report it to Council at the next meeting.

Councillors discussed various ideas surrounding the event, however felt that the results of the grant application need to be understood before a decision is made. Councillors agreed to keep this as a running agenda item up until the event to continue brainstorming possible ideas.

2024/25.158	2025 Tree Survey 
The Clerk has contacted both Be Green Tree Surgery and Walker Tree Care to provide quotes to complete a tree survey in High Roding. These quotes were tabled at the meeting. Councillors agreed to ask Walker Tree care to complete the survey as they had previously completed works at a reasonable price in the area aswel as it being a local business. The Clerk will contact Walker Tree Care to confirm. 
		
2024/25.159	LHP Application – Gateway features
The Clerk provided a detailed update regarding the LHP application for traffic calming measures in High Roding. A recommendation of gateway features had been validated however funding for the works are yet to be agreed by the highways panel. Essex Highways have advised that in order for the works to go ahead this Parish Council will need to apply for a licence, meaning High Roding Parish Council will own and be responsible for maintaining the gateway features. After some confusion Highways have confirmed that a licence cannot be applied for until funding for the project has been agreed. This matter was discussed in some detail by Councillors. It was Proposed Cllr King and Seconded Cllr Dines that the Parish Council apply for the licence suggested if the funding for the project is agreed. The Clerk will keep Councillors updated on this matter. 

2024/25.160	Emergency Plan contacts 
The Clerk, along with the Chairman have been working towards a first draft of the 2025 Emergency plan. The Clerk is unable to source residents who are willing to be emergency contacts for various occupations. Both Cllr King and the Clerk agreed to contact the previous people who were included in the plan to ask if they are happy to still be involved. The Clerk will email Councillors to confirm who is happy to be included in the Councillor call list. The matter will be carried over to the March Agenda for Councillors to sign off on the draft emergency plan. 

2024/25.161	Devolution
The Clerk provided the below brief update on her understanding of Devolution, and how this could / will affect Essex County Council, Uttlesford District Council and High Roding Parish Council:

The government have agreed that Essex County can be one of the pilot County’s for devolution. Essex currently has between 1.5 and 2 million residents. The government want the new Unitary authorities to have around 500,000 residents in each, meaning there is expected to be 3 or 4 unitary authorise in the whole of Essex. ECC have until March this year to submit their initial draft proposals for unitary authorities in Essex. They then have until august to submit their firm proposals. What this will mean for us is a unitary authority consisting of UDC and perhaps 2 or 3 other district councils in Essex. ECC will be responsible for deciding these and will only be consulting with the leaders of the district councils. The 2026 ECC elections have now been postponed, and this has been agreed by government. Instead in 2026 there will be mayoral elections for the mayor of greater Essex. In 2027 there will be elections for the newly agreed unitary authorities, these new unitary authorises will run alongside both ECC and UDC for a period of 1 year. Therefore in 2028 the new strategic unitary authority will be formally created and both UDC and ECC will be no more. It is understood that it is up to the Unitary authority to decide what happens to parish and town councils, therefore we are not expected to know until 2027 what the potential future for this parish looks like. The government white paper suggests that Parish Councils will have a role to play in devolution, but it is not clear in which form that will be, with many county councillors thinking they will be abolished.

 2024/25.162	WI Hall – Asset of Community Value
Councillors noted that the WI Hall has been listed on UDC’s list of Assets of community value.

2024/25.163	Planning Applications
	There were no planning applications to consider.

2024/25.164	Planning Updates	
There were no planning updates to consider.

2024/25.165	Finance
165.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 31st January was £31,953.82. This is split between £21,931.74 in the current account and £10,022.08 in the savings account.
165.2	A bank reconciliation and budget status was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
165.3	To following payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	DCK Payroll Ltd
	January Payroll fee
	Online
	£36.00

	Wellers Hedleys 
	Legal advice on transfer of gifted land 
	Online
	£420.00

	Ashfords LLP
	Provision of legal services in connection with the transfer of Allotment land 
	Online
	£1500.00

	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance – November 
	Online
	£9.59

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary – January 
	PAID
	£624.12

	Bonnie Jones
	123 reg (Domain) - refund
	Online
	£14.39

	Bonnie Jones 
	Printer Ink
	Online
	£26.98

	NPower
	Street Light Electricity - January
	Online
	£284.52

	RCCE
	2025/2026 membership fee
	PAID
	£79.80



2024/25.166	Outstanding Matters
None

2024/25.167	Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the date of the next meeting will be Monday 10th of March.

2024/25.168	Exclusion of the public and the press
The Street Allotments   
The Transfer of land (Allotments, The Street) from the Earl of Arran to High Roding Parish Council was formally agreed and signed. This will be sent to the land registry to be formally recorded.

2024/25.169	Clock works
The Clerk provided 2 quotes received for various clock works from A.James Ltd and Kelvedon Clocks. The member of the public present advised that he had historical knowledge of the clock as well as the contact details for the person who had previously serviced and refurbished the clock. He believes the works suggested by this person are significantly cheaper than the quotes received. The member of the public agreed to provide the Clerk with these contact details. This matter will be carried over to the March agenda where a further update will be given


Meeting end: 21:12
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