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You are hereby summoned to attend
A meeting of High Roding Parish Council
to be held on
Monday 9th February 2026 – at 7:30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road

for the purpose of transacting business as shown on the agenda below.

The public and press are welcome to be present. Please note that this meeting may be recorded.



Parish Clerk
Date: 02/02/2026


AGENDA

2025/26.133	Apologies for Absence
Members are reminded that s85 of the Local Government Act 1972, states that apologies for absence must be received prior to the meeting.

2025/26.134	Other Absences

2025/26.135	Councillor Resignation 
To note, Terry Schorder has resigned from his position as Councillors. There is now currently 3 Councillor vacancies.

2025/26.136	Declarations of Interest
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable or Non-Registerable Interest relating to items on the agenda.

2025/26.137	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To agree the Minutes if the Parish Council meeting held on 12th January 2026.

2025/26.138	Public Participation Session
The Chair will invite questions and observations from members of the public present. A maximum time of 15 minutes will be allowed, with 3 minutes per person.

2025/26.139	Chair’s Report
To receive any reports from the Chair.

2025/26.140	District / County Councillor reports
To receive any reports from District or County Councillors.

2025/26.141	Councillor Reports
To receive any reports from the Councillors.

[bookmark: _Hlk216079062]2025/26.142	Clerk’s Report
To receive any reports from the Clerk. 

2025/26.143	Play area improvements project 2025
Councillors to formally agree the quote for the Teen Shelter provided by Sovereign of £6,400.

To note, the Clerk will meet with Sovereign on the 26th of February for a pre-installation visit. 

2025/26.144	Grounds Maintenance Contractor 
Councillors have requested a review of the current grounds maintenance contract. Clerk to provide updated 2026/2027 quotes from Steves Gardening Services, Thornwood Grounds Maintenance and JCM Services. 

Councillors are asked to consider the quotations and agree how they wish to proceed. 

2025/26.145	Assertion 10 and UK GDPR Compliance 
Members are reminded that from 2025/26 parish and town councils will be required to complete a new Assertion 10 as part of its Annual Governance Statement. This new requirement goes beyond the previous expectations bundled together under Assertion 3. The 2025 Practitioners' Guide, issued by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) (formerly JPAG), sets out the requirements of Assertion 10. These include:

· Using a council-owned (preferably .gov.uk) domain for the official website and for all councillor and staff email addresses.
· Operate an accessible website that meets current accessibility regulations (WCAG 2.2 AA).
· Comply with UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018, ensuring personal data is processed lawfully and securely.
· Recognise and fulfil the council’s role as a Data Controller, with appropriate policies and procedures in place.
· Publish required documents under the Freedom of Information Act and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.
· Have appropriate IT and email management policies to support secure and compliant digital operations.

The Clerk will provide a further update at the meeting as to where she is at with the above points. 

2025/26.146	Bins
Clerk to provide an update at the meeting. 

2025/26.147	Clock works
Clerk to provide update at the meeting.

2025/26.148	Utility Aid 
The Clerk has made initial contact with Utility Aid, who are a UK based energy brokerage who help non-profit organisations to source competitive quotes for their utility bills. This Council currently sources their streetlight electricity from NPower, however the Clerk hopes to have some further comparative electricity quotes available in time for the meeting. 

Councillors are asked how they wish to proceed with this matter. 

2025/26.149	IT Policy 2026
Councillors to consider the adoption of the IT Policy attached to this agenda. 

2025/26.150	Footbridge 7 repairs
Councillors are asked to note the below update from ECC regarding the scheduled repairs to footbridge 7:

“I apologise that this project is taking longer to get on the ground than we anticipated.  We had planned to be on site in the summer but delays with permits have been detrimental on the dates for delivery of these works.
 
We applied for a Flood Risk Activity Permit (FRAP) from the Environment Agency (EA) in February 2025.  At the time we expected this to be returned within around 20 weeks however this was delayed due to a reorganisation and staffing issues within the EA.
We received the permit on the 6 January 2026, so this means we can now move the project forward.
 
On the side to this, our Ecologist identified the presence of Water Voles at the site, and their burrows are under the existing footbridge. As such we are working through the process of obtaining a Licence from Natural England to enable us to work around this protected species.
This is still in progress.
 
The above has caused delays and due to the softer ground conditions and higher water levels of the winter, we have now programmed to undertake these works during March and April 2026.  This will allow time for the necessary licences to be finalised and for works to be mobilised.

We apologise for the delay to all those effected by the closure of the footbridge.”

2025/26.151	Planning Applications
There were no planning applications at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2025/26.152	Planning Updates	
Councillors are asked to note the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/2996/FUL
	Barns At Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	Conversion of 2 barns to two self-build dwellings Barns 
UTT/25/2996/FUL | Conversion of 2 barns to two self-build dwellings | Barns At Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	Approved with conditions 

	UTT/26/0018/HHF
	14 School Villas Dunmow Road High Roding Dunmow Essex
	Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension (existing ground floor structure will be retained)
UTT/26/0018/HHF | Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, and demolition and extension of garden wall. | 14 School Villas Dunmow Road High Roding Dunmow Essex CM6 1NR
	Awaiting decision



2025/26.153	Finance
153.1	To note the status of the account and budget.
153.2	The Clerk to provide a bank reconciliation. This will be tabled at the meeting, and signed accordingly by the Chairman. 
153.3	To agree the following payments:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones 
	Clerks Salary (January) 
	PAID 
	£644.10

	Bonnie Jones
	Reimbursement of Domain host 2026 payemnt (this payment is taken from Clerks personal account on 17/2/2026)
	Online
	£12.99

	HMRC
	Employers NI (January) 
	Online 
	£34.06

	DCK Payroll
	January Payroll Fee
	Online
	£37.80

	Defib Shop 
	Defibrillator Quarterly rental 
	Online 
	£125.93

	Kompan Ltd 
	Repairs to Cableway 
	Online 
	£2,376.68



2025/26.154	Outstanding Matters
	
2025/26.154	Date of Next Meeting
To note the next of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 9th March.
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