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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 14th April 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES 

Present:	Cllr Barrett (Chairman), Cllr Dines, Cllr King, Cllr Schroder and Cllr Benton.

Bonnie Jones (Clerk)


2024/25.194	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received and accepted form Cllr Lawrence.  Apologies also received from UDC Cllr Susan Barker.

2024/25.195	Other Absences
		None.

2024/25.196	Co-option of Councillor 
There were no members of the public in attendance for co-option.

2024/25.197	Declarations of Interest
None.

2024/25.198	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th March 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2024/25.199	Public Participation Session
There were no members of the public in attendance. 

2024/25.200	Chair’s Report
Cllr Barrett advised she had attended a local garden centre and purchased various shrubs for the memorial garden. The cost of the shrubs was £282.70, meaning the price was over the agreed £200 earmarked in the budget, and as such she suggested the overspend could be taken from the chairman’s allowance. The shrubs purchased are all permanent plants which will flower at different times. The shrubs have now also been planted. 

Cllr Barrett advised that a complaint had been received by a resident regarding the works currently taking place on the barn behind Roding Hall, with the suggestion that possible asbestos is being disturbed in the process of the works. The Clerk has reported this to the Health & Safety executive and is awaiting an update.

2024/25.201	District / County Councillor reports
There were no District or County councillors present.

2024/25.202	Councillor Reports
Cllr King advised she did not have any update yet regarding the Love Your Bus grant fund. 
Cllr Schroder has been re approached by three children in the village who would love to have a basked swing installed in the play area. Councillors agreed to revisit the potential installation of some new play equipment and possibly look at installing one piece of new equipment at a time.
 
Cllr Dines advised he had inspected the mound in the play area and could no longer see any bees. The barriers around the mound have now been removed.

2024/25.203	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· The Clerk has emailed UDC to advise that the garden skip collection did not arrive on 23rd of March. She has requested this be deducted from the end of year bill.
· 2025/2026 precept request has been approved. The first instalment will be received on 25th April 2025 and the second on 25th September 2025.
· Essex Highways has provided an update on the overgrown footpath from Dugates to the Church. They have confirmed that an investigation and risk assessment has taken place on the site and they are currently in the process of scheduling works. 
· The Clerk received the High Roding tree survey from Walker Tree Care, however was later told to disregard the survey as they were unhappy with it. The Clerk hopes to have the completed tree survey in time for the next meeting.
· It was stated in the village newsletter that the UDC Neighbourhood roadshow would be taking place on 20th May at Broadfield. The Clerk has contacted UDC and asked if they wish to use the playing field for this event as no request has been made to the Parish Councill.
· Councillors agreed to include the following matters in the next parish news article – VE Day commemorative event, Litter Pick, Memorial Garden and current councillor vacancies.   
2024/25.204	Buffy Playbus donation 
This council has been contacted by Buffy Playbus to consider making a donation to their charity. Buffy Bus is a vital lifeline to many rural, isolated, deprived and low-income families. It travels to various locations around Essex including Dunmow, Takeley, Bishops Stortford, Stanstead, Felsted and Little Canfield. Buffy Play bus provides pre-school children with an opportunity to play, socialise and have fun in comfortable and safe surroundings under the guidance of experienced playleaders. 

Councillors felt that although Buffy Bus was a great asset to the local community and area, it did not directly come to High Roding. Councillors did not wish to make a donation.

2024/25.205	Memorial Boxes
Update provided in Chairmans report.

2024/25.206	VE Day Commemoration
The Clerk has been advised that a decision regarding the one-off community grant will be made by the end of this week. The Clerk felt that this was not enough time to organise a large event for VE Day. Councillors agreed to hold a small service on the playing field on 8th May, where the beacon will be lit at 9:30pm and Brian Deman; the High Roding Church Warden will be giving a short service. The Clerk confirmed she would put a poster to advertise the event on the notice board, website and village WhatsApp group.

Cllr King also advised that the WI and another resident are currently working on various decorations for the Village.
		
2024/25.207	Playground
At the previous meeting the Clerk advised that at the February play inspection a detail on the wooden zip wire had again been flagged as moderate risk. The Clerk provided a quote for the works suggested by Kompan Ltd (who also complete the play inspections), however members decided that they would like to get other quotes to compare. The Clerk has received a quote from Safe Play of £2,283.18 (exclusive of VAT) for the zip wire works. Councillors agreed to go with the original quote received by Kompan Ltd for £2,376.68 as this price was inclusive of VAT. The Clerk confirmed she will instruct Kompan to schedule the works.

2024/25.208	Planning Applications
	There were no planning applications to consider.

2024/25.209	Planning Updates	
	The below planning updates were noted:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/0785/DOC
	Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and doors) 5 (landscape) 6 (bio enhancements) 7 (CEMP) 9 (renewable's) 14 (cycle) 15 (lighting) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL
UTT/25/0785/DOC | Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and doors) 5 (landscape) 6 (bio enhancements) 7 (CEMP) 9 (renewable's) 14 (cycle) 15 (lighting) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL | Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	This Council is not able to respond to this application. 



2024/25.210	Accounts 2024/2025
A copy of the accounts had been circulated to Councillors for consideration. It was unanimously agreed by all Councillors to approve the accounts for 2024/2025.

2024/25.211	Finance
211.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as at March 31st was £27,894.60.
211.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman. 
211.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Uttlesford District Council
	Garden Waste Weekend Service – 2024 (19 schedules collections, 1 non-collection)
	Online
	£769.50

	DCK Payroll
	March payroll fee
	Online
	£36.00

	Steves Gardening Service 
	Cut grass and strim all areas (Invoice 1)
	Online
	£180.00

	Steves Gardening Service 
	Cut grass and strim all areas (Invoice 2)
	Online
	£170.00

	Bonnie Jones
	March Clerks Salary 
	PAID
	£624.12

	Brenda Barrett 
	Memorial boxes – Shrubs (Reimbursement) 
	Online
	£282.70

	Essex Association of Local Councils 
	EALC Affiliation fees 2025/26
NALC Affiliation fees 2025/26
	Online 
	£199.81



2024/25.212	Outstanding Matters
Councillors discussed various matters in detail including the Chairmanship for 2025/2026, dates of future meetings and advertising councillor vacancies.

Due to the fact that both Cllr Barrett (Chairman) and Cllr King will be stepping down from their positions Councillors there will only be 4 members on the Council. Councillors felt it is vital to try and entice members of the community to come on board the Parish Council. It was agreed to put together a leaflet to be delivered to all residents. Cllr King advised that the WI will shortly also be doing a leaflet drop, should the council wish to deliver these at the same time. The Clerk will put this leaflet together and liaise with Cllr King as to the when the WI leaflet drop will take place.

2024/25.213	Date of Next Meeting
The date of the May AGM and Parish Councill meeting is still to be agreed. Once agreed this will be published on the High Roding Parish Council website. 

2024/25.214	Exclusion of the public and the press

The Street Allotments 
Work continues to take place to finalise the lease agreement with only a few matters still outstanding.



Meeting close: 21:05
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