Hexham Old Gaol Exhibition Nov 2024: results
A big “Thank you” first, to all who helped to look after the exhibition, especially Malcolm, Jacqui, Ged and Nikki, who came to the rescue on Saturday, and Carola and Lynne, who didn’t have anything on display but were happy to help.
My particular thanks go to Andy ( this exhibition would have been well-nigh impossible without his hard work, both digital and physical),and to Phil and Malcolm for helping with the panel construction
 It was much more comfortable this year, being spread over 2 floors rather than 3, and slightly warmer than last year. There was a much greater sense of spaciousness, partly because there were fewer entries, which allowed me to push some of the panels back to the wall, and partly because we were allowed to use the Charlton Room, a well- lit bigger room on the first floor
In view of the weather on the final day the exhibition was successful in terms of exposure to the general public: we had 995 people through the door, according to the reception computer, although that included all the “minders”, so was probably closer to 950. If the weather had been kinder on the Saturday, we probably would have exceeded our total for 2023, which was 1270. It was very disappointing, not only for us, but also for the farmer’s market traders and the Wentworth Gift & Food Fair.
We sold 30 paintings and prints, for £2587, and £265 in greetings cards. We started the exhibition with 87 on the panels, and as it progressed, more came in to replace those taken away. Liz Pollock did particularly well, selling 4; Frances sold 3 she thought no-one liked; Jan did a victory dance when she sold 4 (the first time she had sold, she says), Andy sold the beautiful Boatyard watercolour that probably would have got the “Best in Show” vote, and Phil sold the stunning painting you saw on the poster. The club members who visited thought that the show gets better every year.
Overall, we made a nett loss of £107.67; the cost of hiring the space increased from £500 to £650, otherwise we would have made a slight profit.
. We were unable to do our normal voting system there, for logistical reasons, but Geoff Swinney, who was neck & neck with Phil in the Newbrough vote, will be supplying the next poster image.
And next year, I won’t bother bringing tea, coffee and biscuits for all the minders, who totally ignored them!
Thank you again to all who helped.
Regards
Anne

