
The Hennys’ Middleton and Twinstead Parish Council

   MINUTES of the MEETING held on 13th MARCH 2017 at TWINSTEAD VILLAGE HALL
Present:  Parish Cllrs D Holland (Chairman), A Smart, A Scattergood, A Lyster, J Symonds,

  M Cracknell, T Humphreys, R Barnes

 3 members of public

 County Cllr David Finch

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.



60.  2016/17  Apologies for absence
It was resolved to accept apologies from Cllr Manby (abroad)
District Cllr Wendy Scattergood had sent apologies.
61.  2016/17  Public Speaking 

The applicant informed Councillors that with regard to his planning application for Walthams, Henny Street, he had made alterations to the plans to take on board comments received. He was invited to make further comments at the relevant agenda item.
A member of the public asked whether the pond on Twinstead Green could be made more accessible, tidied and dredged.  The Chairman explained the issues of costs to the PC.  A working party was suggested with an article to go in the next parish newsletter asking for residents to contact the PC if interested in joining a working party.  Cllr Smart will write a risk assessment for this work.
62.  2016/17  Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.
63.  2016/17  Approval of minutes
The minutes of the January PC meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.
64.  2016/17  Clerks Report

The report was read out.

Agenda item 5, District Councillor’s Report, was suspended until Cllr Finch arrived.
65.  2016/17
Highways/Prow Maintenance
Traffic calming signage, Henny Street

No response had been received from residents and Cllrs agreed not to pursue this further.


Pot hole near Middleton Hall Farm



Highways have been notified and are monitoring, with no timescale for repairs.  


To consider cleaning of road signs Great Henny


The Clerk will ask for the Highway Rangers to clean Henny signs.
66.  2016/17  
Planning 

Details of all planning applications and decisions were listed on Appendix C.

17/00289/FUL – Walthams, Henny Street - Erection of new dwelling house
Cllr Scattergood joined the meeting.  He declared a non pecuniary interest in agenda item
8, planning, his wife being chairman of the BDC planning committee.

Various planning policies and recent Planning Inspectorate decisions were discussed.  The elevation of the proposed building was considered to be high.  The local view was that it would have an unacceptable amenity impact.


Cllr Finch joined the meeting.
Cllr Holland proposed that the PC’s response on behalf of Henny residents is that the application would have an unacceptable amenity impact.  Cllrs voted with a majority of 6 in favour, 2 against.  Motion carried. 
67.  2016/17  County Councillors Report

Cllr Finch reported that ECC were lobbying the Government on many issues, including skills and training, infrastructure around new housing, social care funding and funding for roads.  
Cllr Lyster asked whether upgrading the railways would take the pressure off roads. 
Cllr Finch advised that this was not under the remit of ECC, they are lobbying franchisees on various points.  Cllr Holland advised that Abellio are replacing their fleet which should see improvements.

Cllr Holland asked whether the number of elderly people greater in the south of the region.  Cllr Finch said there were hotspots but not a north south divide.

Cllr Humphreys asked whether telecoms came under infrastructure.  Cllr Finch said he was constantly lobbying over broadband in rural areas and that wireless companies operating are blocking out BT.
Cllr Finch was thanked for attending and left the meeting.


Agenda item 8, planning, was returned to:

17/00276/FUL & 17/00277/LBC – Thatched Cottage, Middleton


Demolition of two existing garages and replacement with one 3 bay garage

Cllr Holland proposed the PC support this application; unanimously agreed. 
68.  2016/17  Street Cleaning Contract


Cllr Holland proposed that the checking and signing of the report be delegated to 

the Clerk, this was agreed.


The village hall teams had advised of their litter picking activities.
69.  2016/17  Twinstead Green
Tree cutting update
Cllr Holland gave an update on the work carried out to the trees; it is the PC’s responsibility for any work carried out on the Green. Mr Nott had asked for clarification on work and will be advised further.
Grass cutting contract

Cllrs were happy with the cost of grass cutting and the work carried out.  Mr Nott will be advised that 6 cuts in the coming season will be required.
70.  2016/17  Drainage along Church Road, Twinstead

Cllr Smart reported on the drainage issue along Church Road; Mr Nott had been dealing with BDC over ownership of the area with the outcome being that Mr Nott and a resident from Pendower will clear the waterway on a regular basis.

71.  2016/17  BDC Work Community Governance Review
Cllrs agreed that our reply to the survey will be no changes to the current system.
72.  2016/17  Training courses
Cllr Symonds will be attending Chairman training days; the Clerk is looking into attending Standing Orders and Financial Regulations training days.
73.  2016/17  Standing Orders

Cllr Holland proposed the PC re adopt the current Standing Orders; unanimously agreed.
74.  2016/17  Risk Assessment

The risk assessment was considered and volunteer work discussed.

2 members of the public left the meeting

75.  2016/17  Internal Controls



The internal controls were considered and agreed as adequate.

76.  2016/17  Financial Regulations

Cllr Holland proposed that the PC adopt the regulations as is; unanimously agreed.
77.  2016/17  Correspondence Received/Matters for report


Notice board request
Following a request from a resident to install a second notice board on Twinstead Green for local events, Cllrs agreed that the current way of advertising village events works well and if necessary the existing PC notice board can be used. 


BT phonebox, Gt Henny
A resident had enquired about keeping the phone box and was prepared to maintain it.  As BT only allows groups to adopt a phonebox this would not be possible.  The Clerk will draft a letter to the resident to advise and offer support if they wish to go ahead.
78.  2016/17  Parish Council Finance - Appendix C


Receipts & Payments


All payments listed were authorised to be paid. 


The payment to EALC for Chairman’s training is £80, being the first payment of three for Chairman training day fees.


79.  2016/17
Items for next agenda
No items were asked for.
Cllr Scattergood asked whether anyone had been contacted about the flooding of the footpath off Applecroft Lane.  Cllrs Scattergood and Cracknell will look at this area.
Cllr Scattergood advised of the pot hole at the top of Clay Hill which was thought to be caused by Anglian Water’s infill work.  Clerk to contact Anglian Water to advise.
80.  2016/17  To fix the date of the next meeting
The May meeting was agreed as Monday 22nd May at Henny Parish Room.

The remaining member of public left the meeting.
81.  2016/17  To exclude the press and public

Public bodies (admission to meetings) act 1960

 ‘That the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of agenda item number 23.16/17 on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business subject to the public bodies admission to meetings act 1960 section 1 subsection 2. TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
82.  2016/17  Clerk’s contract
Changes to the job description to include updating the PC website.  The payscales are increased by 1% from April 1st.   The Clerk will deal with letters re opting out of the pension.
The meeting closed at 9:40pm.

N.B. Since the meeting the venue for May 22nd meeting has been changed to Twinstead Village Hall 
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