
The Hennys’, Middleton and Twinstead Parish Council

MINUTES of the MEETING held on 23rd MARCH 2015 at HENNY PARISH ROOM
Present:  
Parish Cllrs A Scattergood (Chair), T Humphreys, D Holland, A Smart


74.  2014/15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs R Barnes, A Lyster, K Hughes,
C Cracknell, R Manby, D Finch, T Shelton
75.  2014/15  PUBLIC SPEAKING


There were no members of public present.
76.  2014/15  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Scattergood declared a non pecuniary interest in agenda item 8, planning, his wife being chairman of BDC planning committee.
77.  2014/15  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the January meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.


Proposed:  Cllr Holland
Seconded:  Cllr Humphreys and unanimously agreed
78.  2014/15  DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLOR/ POLICE/COMMUNITY AGENT REPORTS


The Clerk was asked to send thanks to Cllr Finch for his report.  Cllrs discussed Superfast broadband programme. 
79.  2014/15
CLERKS REPORT
The Clerks report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
80.  2014/15
HIGHWAYS/PROW MAINTENANCE




Appendix B, giving an update since the last meeting, had been circulated.


Cllrs discussed the list of reported problems and the lack of action.  A map with photos of the problem areas is being collated and will be sent to Cllr Finch, who has promised to take necessary action to progress the issues.



The Chairman reminded Cllrs of the Local Plan consultation and that comments should be sent to Wendy Scattergood.



Stour Valley Way footpath, Middleton
 

A length of the footpath which crosses Byway 13 had been ploughed up and then reinstated.  Cllr Hughes will be asked to monitor the area and let the PC know if there is any further activity.


Twinstead



There is damage to the footbridge located near to the Waggon & Horses house, this will be reported.



The 50mph sign along Pebmarsh Road has been knocked over and will be reported. 

81.  2014/15  
PLANNING
Cllrs discussed application 15/00236/FUL, Walnut Tree Cottage, Great Henny. It was thought that BDC had not posted a notice to advertise this application and the Clerk will contact BDC to check.  Cllrs agreed that the PC would object to the application on the grounds that it is a stand alone building in the countryside and it is back land development, both of which are against planning policy.
82.  2014/15   STREET CLEANING CONTRACT



The 2015/16 contract had not yet been received.  Cllrs agreed to delegate the checking and signing of the contract to the Clerk, subject to terms and conditions being satisfactory.

83.  2014/15  REPAIRS TO TWINSTEAD NOTICBOARD & PUMP

Twinstead Village Improvement Society had agreed to fund half the costs for repairs to the pump and notice board.  Two quotes had been received and Cllrs wished to proceed with the cheaper quote.  Cllr Smart had been pursuing whether any special permission was needed before work commenced on the pump.  Cllr Scatter will also make enquiries.  The Clerk will reply to TVIS to thank them for their offer.  


Cllr Scattergood advised that the Gt Henny board along the lower road had been knocked over and a resident had repaired and reinstated it for us.  The Clerk will send a letter of thanks.

84.  2014/15  PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE


Cllrs discussed putting our documents onto the BDC website to comply with the 

Transparency Code.  Cllr Humphreys will look into the details with BDC.
85.  2014/15  BYWAYS – DROVERS ROUTES/ANCIENT RIGHTS OF WAY
There was no further information on this subject.  The cost of legal and registration fees was thought to be prohibitive for this parish council and its residents.   It was noted that the PC appreciated the hedge trimming carried out along Clay Hill by Mark Cracknell.
86.  2014/15  RISK ASSESSMENT



Cllrs considered the risk assessment and agreed on the following action: to consider backing up records using the Cloud system – Clerk to look into this.  Twinstead Cllrs to inspect the trees on Twinstead Green and report back to the PC.  Cllr Smart has re-erected the sign near the pond.  All other risks listed were discussed and the insurance cover was agreed to be adequate.
87.  2014/15  INTERNAL CONTROLS



Cllrs considered the PC’s internal controls and agreed that they were adequate.

88.  2014/15
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/MATTERS FOR REPORT




Pension scheme


The Clerk will liaise with Cllr Barnes regarding registering for this.
Cluster Meeting
Cllr Holland said he had suggested that cluster meeting should be held across the border with Suffolk.  Cllrs agreed that Suffolk and Essex should work together 
more closely with rural issues of common interest.



89.  2014/15  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE

Receipts & Payments

The items listed on Appendix D were approved:



Proposed:  Cllr Holland
Seconded:  Cllr and unanimously agreed.
90.  2014/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Cllrs were asked to let the Clerk know any items before the next meeting.
91.  2014/15  TO FIX THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
The next meeting date was agreed as Monday 18th May.
The meeting closed at 9.50m.
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