
The Hennys’, Middleton and Twinstead Parish Council

MINUTES of the MEETING held on 19th JANUARY 2015 at HENNY PARISH ROOM
Present:  
Parish Cllrs R Barnes (acting chairman), T Humphreys, D Holland, A Lyster,
K Hughes, J C Cracknell, R Manby


Community Agents Peter Darlington and Jayne Laken
Apologies:    PCllr A Scattergood C Inwang, County Cllr David Finch
55.  2014/15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs A Scattergood, D Finch, T Shelton
A letter of resignation had been received from Christine Inwang; a letter of thanks for her service on the PC will be sent.
56.  2014/15  PUBLIC SPEAKING


There were no members of public present.
57.  2014/15  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Lyster declared a non pecuniary interest with reference to the Official Secrets Act.
The Chairman brought forward the Community Agents report to enable Peter Darlington and Jayne Laken to attend another meeting.

Peter advised the PC that he was retiring as a Community Agent and introduced Jayne Laken, who had taken on this area.  A vote of thanks was given to Peter for his work in the community.  Jayne said she hoped to attend a PC meeting every 6 months but if there were any urgent matters she can be contacted.  Cllr Lyster will put an article in the parish magazine to remind residents of the help available from Community Agents.

Jayne and Peter were thanked for their report and then left the meeting.

The agenda was returned to.

58.  2014/15  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the November meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.


Proposed:  Cllr Barnes
Seconded:  Cllr Humphreys and unanimously agreed
59.  2014/15  DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLOR/ POLICE/COMMUNITY AGENT REPORTS


Cllr Finch’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There had been no report received from DCllr Shelton.  Essex Police reports are being received weekly.
60.  2014/15
CLERKS REPORT
The Clerks report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The LHP form will be sent to Cllr Lyster regarding applying for traffic calming along the Clay Hill area.  
61.  2014/15
HIGHWAYS/PROW MAINTENANCE




Appendix B, giving an update since the last meeting, had been circulated.


Great Henny 



The overgrown hedge along Clay Hill had been cut back by Mark Cracknell.



There has been no further action to the reported deep ditch or to the pot holes along Park Lane.  A further pot hole has been reported along Park Lane since the last meeting.


Middleton


There has been no action to renew the drain pipe in Middleton.



The sweeper had cleaned the road effectively in places but had not cleared the middle of the road, where it was felt that a scraper is needed.  The Clerk was asked to thank BDC but advise that the underlying cause had not been rectified.



There has been no reply to the PC’s letter to Cllr Johnson regarding the lack of consultation with the closure of Byway 13. The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Finch to complain that we have had no reply to our correspondence.


The Clerk will ask BDC to send a sweeper to clear the path from Woodland House along to the Church.


Cllrs discussed the lack of action by Highways and that there was no County or District Cllr present at our meeting.



The PC had been asked not to copy emails to Cllr Finch due to the amount of email correspondence he receives.  It was decided that only the Clerk should copy him in on emails. 



A131 traffic calming 


The Clerk was asked to request FOI for road accident figures on the A131 near the Bulmer Fox and to notify Bulmer PC of our intent.
 


Cllr Hughes advised that the Suffolk County Council Local Enterprise Partnership has included the Sudbury Bypass and it was agreed that this should be added to the Cluster meeting agenda.



BDC Flood Request Form 



It was decided that there were no areas that met the criteria of flooding danger to residential houses.


Road Closure



ECC had notified of a road closure affecting Pebmarsh Road, Alphamstone on 26th January for new gas connection work.
62.  2014/15  
PLANNING

All planning applications and decisions were listed on Appendix C.  
63.  2014/15  STANDING ORDERS


It was resolved to update Standing Order 1, to include permitting filming, recording and
              photographing during PC meetings, to comply with the amended 1960 Act.
64.  2014/15  TO REVIEW THE CLERKS CONTRACT 


It was agreed that the Clerks contract will be updated to reflect NALC information on the
 
latest National Joint Council payscales to take effect from April 1st.  

65.  2014/15
PARISH CLUSTER MEETING



Cllrs finalised the agenda items to include the Sudbury bypass policy and the new transparency code, also to obtain the information on A131 traffic accident statistics ready to discuss.

66.  2014/15  REPAIRS TO TWINSTEAD NOTICBOARD & PUMP

It was agreed to defer this item until the March meeting but in the meantime approach the Twinstead Village Improvement Society to enquire about funding for painting. 
67.  2014/15  BYWAYS – DROVERS ROUTES/ANCIENT RIGHTS OF WAY
Cllr Lyster had written to the Land Registry and been advised that part of the area along Clay Hill was unregistered.  He is awaiting a letter of confirmation.  
68.  2014/15   PROVISION OF SUPERFAST BROADBAND FOR RURAL AREAS


Cllr Barnes reported that District Cllr Wendy Scattergood had followed up broadband progress in our area and that the date had been put back slightly.  Cllrs felt superfast broadband was very important for rural businesses and that a representation should be made at the Cluster meeting.

69.  2014/15
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/MATTERS FOR REPORT




There were no matters raised under this item.
70.  2014/15  PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE

Receipts & Payments

The items listed on Appendix D were approved:



Proposed:  Cllr Holland
Seconded:  Cllr Hughes and unanimously agreed.

Cheque signatories


The form will be left at Lloyds Bank for Cllrs to go in and complete their section of the 

form.  Several new signatories will be needed to take the place of those planning to 

stand down in May.  

Transparency Code
The Clerk advised on the new legislation which requires PC’s to publish documents on a website, subject to legislation being passed in March.  Cllr Lyster will look into sorting out website again.
Printer
The Clerk will purchase a new printer.
71.  2014/15  PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET & PRECEPT 2015/16

The budget forecast was considered.  The Localism Fund is being reduced by £75 and there will be election costs to pay.  Cllrs discussed whether there were any areas that could be cut; the only areas of reduction were thought to be donations to village halls and churchyard grants.  The majority of Cllrs agreed that the PC should increase the Precept by £250.00 to £4565.00, with one Cllr voting against.  The Precept form was signed.
72.  2014/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Website; drovers rights.
73.  2014/15  TO FIX THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
The next meeting dates were agreed as Monday 23rd March and 18th May.
The meeting closed at 9.50m.
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