VICAR’S LETTER
The view from the study.

Towards the end of May, I noticed a lot of flying insect activity around one corner
of the roof at the vicarage. I feared it was a wasp’s nest, but closer inspection
revealed that bees were making a home under the eaves. Nonetheless, I was a bit
anxious, but I was reassured that they were not about to attack me! Too many
horror stories about ‘killer bees’, perhaps?
So, during June I have been learning to live with the bees. In fact, I have come to
feel quite protective towards them. The diocese sent some decorators to paint the
outside of the house, leading me to seek reassurances that the bees would not
suffer. Every time I find a bee on the floor, I am anxious that it should not end up
under someone’s foot or the wheels of the car. I have become rather fond of our
temporary guests.
I am reminded of a visit to Rosslyn Chapel near Edinburgh, a couple of years ago.
For all its fascinating history and architecture, and its associations with the ‘Da
Vinci Code,’ my abiding memory is a beehive that was built into the pinnacle on
one corner of the roof – a place being deliberately made available for bees,
perhaps to ensure effective pollination of crops and garden flowers on the
Rosslyn estate.
The keeping of bees is itself a venerable monastic tradition, and at Easter we
celebrate the work of bees in one of the prayers that may be used at the vigil on
the Saturday night, referring to the new paschal candle being blessed at that
service: As we gaze upon the splendour of this flame fed by melting wax
conceived by mother bee, grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness
light.
The bees lodging in our roof are not providing us with any honey or beeswax, but
they are appreciated, nonetheless. It is a sad world where the wildlife around us
is valued only for its contribution to human society, or even worse where it is
eradicated simply because it gets in the way. Necessary control easily becomes
unthinking destruction. The very concept of labelling a plot of land as
‘wasteland’ displays only our contempt for the rest of creation. The bees have
been reminding me that every aspect of God’s creation has its own intrinsic
valuable: we who have the power to control what lives where need to be very
careful that we don’t end up destroying the very fabric of creation upon which we
ourselves depend for survival.
Let’s ponder this as we enjoy the vibrant life of summer.
Every blessing,
Neil.
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Covid-safe Services
In order to maintain our services in as safe a manner as possible, please remember the
basics:
� social distancing (both in the church and outside)
� hand hygiene (use sanitiser)
� face coverings to be worn in church (covering mouth and nose)
It is also important that we all keep an eye on our own health, so if you are unwell, and
especially showing symptoms of Covid-19, you should be self-isolating and seeking
medical advice. If you have been advised to self-isolate due to contact with someone
who has tested positive for Covid-19, you must not attend church.
A Festival of Angels
24-26th September
29th September, is the Feast of St Michael and All Angels, otherwise known as
Michaelmas. This year, we are planning to enhance our patronal festival with a ‘festival
of angels’ over the weekend before – a celebration which we hope will also include our
much-delayed ‘Lancashire Evening’.
In order to mark the festival, we invite you to make an angel to display at home. We will
also be thinking about decorating the church for the festival too. These angels could be
models (to stand on the window sill or in the garden, rather like when there is a
scarecrow festival in connection with Field Day) or pictures to display in your window.
The angels you create might be like the traditional image of winged beings with a halo,
or they might look more like the warrior archangel image of St Michael himself.
Alternatively, you might choose to interpret ‘angel’ in a different way.
An angel in the Christian tradition is a heavenly being (hence wings and halos) who
brings God’s message to people on earth, as we see most prominently around the
Christmas story, with the Archangel Gabriel visiting Mary, and the angels appearing to
the shepherds. Angels also bring comfort, such as when Jesus was tested in the
wilderness, at the end of which we are told the angels ministered to him. Angels tend to
be messengers of hope, bringing peace, joy and light into the world. So, you might
choose to ask yourself if you can think of a person who brings these qualities into the
world.
As we continue to live with the consequences of the pandemic, there are perhaps many
people we have come across who have been like angels to us in these hard times.
Let’s use Michaelmas as an opportunity to bring a little extra light and joy into our
community. Further details will be made available soon, but for now why not think
about what sort of angel you could add to our parish festival of angels? Please speak to
Jayne Woollam or Neil if you would like to discuss further. There is a dedicated email
address too, if you wish to get in touch about the festival:
angels.grimsargh@gmail.com
Your Magazine
If you wish to contribute items for the magazine, please send them to Bernard Mackley
or Nellie Cowell. Anyone willing to help with the distribution of the magazine, please
speak to Nellie.
‘The Sign’ insert features a range of articles on aspects of the Christian faith and the life
of the Church. We hope you find something of interest in it.
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What a Wonderful Whit Walk
On Saturday 26th May, 96 walkers assembled in the Church car park, to begin a walk
around the highways and byways of Grimsargh and surrounding areas. There were so
many walkers that it was fortunate indeed, that ahead of the longer walk, the aptly
named, “Challenger”, the walkers met at 12 noon. Leaders Penny, Kevan and Ruth
organised their respective groups of 15 for preliminary admin and then, “they were
off”. Two hours later, Nellie, Jayne and Ron set off with a three further groups of 15
walkers, eager to travel the roads less travelled, and more importantly, half the length!
Unbelievably, the day was sunny, a brief respite during a very wet and soggy May. The
Grimsargh countryside is glorious in Spring and despite the mud, lots of mud, and the
cows, lots of cows, a fabulous time was had by all.
Delicious teas were provided by Sarah Putland, and, on their return, the walkers were
able to take their boxed afternoon teas home, a tasty reward for their exertions.
Neil was on hand during the afternoon, acting as an emergency contact and general
overseer of the day, while Hazel and Eileen, as ever, kindly served the boxed teas to the
weary walkers on their return.
Furthermore, James worked extremely hard during the afternoon, organising the raffle,
donated by Ruth, “A Walkers Hamper”, and selling raffle tickets to the ramblers. James
is a real trouper; he always manages to work his charm on folk, and the raffle was very
successful, due, in no small part, to his efforts. Jenny and Gordon Files were the lucky
winners of the “Walkers Hamper”. The money raised from the raffle contributed
considerably to the total raised – over £800 for Church funds in total.
Dates for Your Diary
“Festival of Angels”, Friday 24th -26th September – more details to follow.
“Lancashire Night” – Friday 15th October - more details to follow
Join Us..
If anyone would like to join the “FAF” team in organising fundraising and fellowship
events, please contact any “FAF” member, or call Jayne 07749 934 208. It’s a great
way to get to know folk, to get involved, and to contribute to the life of the church.
Thank you,
Penny, Hazel, Nellie, Sarah, Eileen, Ruth, James, Jayne – The “FAF” team!
Salvation Army Food Bank
Please note that the food bank has re-opened. All gifts of food,toiletaries etc can be
placed into the boxes at back of the north aisle in church..Items are taken regularly to
the Salvation Army in Preston for distribution to those in need.
MOTHERS’ UNION
HILDA TIFFIN
On Friday 11th June at 11.00 members of the Mothers Union gathered to say goodbye
to the oldest member of St. Michael’s Mothers Union—Hilda Tiffin. who died
peacefully on June 1st. She had been a member for over 50 years, 34 years at St.
Michael’s Grimsargh. She always had a ready smile and a twinkle in her eye. It was
always refreshing to go and visit her and have a chat as she loved to catch up on what
was going on in the church, and in my life, as well as recalling memories of her time
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on the farm as we enjoyed many hours doing jigsaws together. It was a privilege to
have those times with her. We remember her family as they learn to adjust to life
without her but I know they will have many happy memories too. As a Mothers’ Union
we send them our love and prayers. A poem from the service, read by Aaron, Addis and
Melody, Hilda’s grandchildren :God saw you getting tired and a cure was not to be found
So He put His arms around you and whispered ‘Come to Me’
With tearful eyes we watched you and saw you pass away
And although we loved you dearly we could not make you stay.
A golden heart stopped beating, hard-working hands at rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to us, He only takes the best.
Mothers’ Union Birthday Girls in July
This month Eileen Parker celebrates her birthday on July 6th, I will celebrate mine on
the 10th, Ann Halliwell on the 22nd and Marlene Mackley on the 23rd. Here’s a few
little facts I found out about them!
Eileen has lived in the village since 1948 when her parents moved here to run the
Plough. When she joined the Police she had to move out of the
Plough as the rules then were that you couldn't live in a Public House
if you were in the Police! As a young girl she attended the old school,
by the bridge, with Nellie Carbis as the Head teacher . She joined in
all the village activities—guides, fund raising to build the village hall,
an active role in the Grimsargh Players and now arranges beautiful
flower displays in church every week. Thank you Eileen.
Ann, on the other hand, has only lived in the village since 2018 when she moved up to
Grimsargh from Gloucester where she moved to be nearer her two
daughters, Julie in Blackpool and Melanie in Grim-sargh. She has
two grandchildren—Liam who is teaching in Vietnam and
Charlotte, who is a little nearer, works as a radiographer at Whiston
& St. Helen’s hospital. She has found the village very welcoming
and loves gardening.
Marlene moved in her new built bungalow in 1971 from Preston, as a newly-wed
blushing bride! She and Bernard have two children, David who lives in Grimsargh and
Julie all the way down in East Anglia Between them they have given Marlene &
Bernard 4 grandchildren and 2 step-grandchildren who keep them young, though they
are very active anyway, enjoying sequence dancing, improving the home, gardening
and walking round Grimsargh lanes.
And finally a little about myself. Born into a large family of 9 and brought up in
Southport. Moved to Grimsargh in 2016 with Michael. I feel so blessed by all the
lovely people I have got to know over the past 6 years, especially more so in the last 2
years. Thank you everyone for supporting me. My biggest achievement over
Lockdown is the book of walks from Grimsargh, that myself, & a team of St. Michael’s
members have written! Hopefully to be printed in July !
Cont on page 15
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Below.. Proposed Front of book ………and ……... back of book ! Watch this space!

Love Ruth
SCHOOL REPORT
Some of our classes have been on educational visits this term. Our children in reception,
year 1 and year 4 each visited St Michael’s Church and spent time with Reverend Neil
who brought learning that had taken place in the classrooms to life. Our year 3 children
paid a recent visit to Ribchester Museum and had a great time. Our year 4 children have
a visit planned to Liverpool Museum and year 5 are visiting Martin Mere, both in July.
We have competed in all sporting events since January and have entered the inter-school
Sports Festival at UCLan which again, has had to be altered to adhere to Covid
restrictions and Government guidance. Our year 4 children have enjoyed their weekly
swimming lesson at Fulwood Leisure Centre.
Despite recently being informed that we are to remain on Step 3 of the Government
Roadmap, we are feeling positive about the end of this academic year and the events and
activities we have planned.
Government advice is that sports days can go ahead so we have planned ours in line with
guidance. We will be holding a sports week which will take place week beginning
Monday 28th June. However, to follow current restrictions, we will be holding a separate
‘sports hour’ with each separate class. This will allow us to invite 1 parent/ carer per
child to attend and share this experience. Each class has been timetabled across Monday
28th, Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th June.
Our year 6 educational visit to Borwick Hall can still go ahead, as can their leavers’ meal
to Franco’s. We are also adapting the leavers’ awards assembly by holding this outside,
weather permitting, so we can invite 1 parent/ carer per child to be part of this.
We are hoping to hold our school leavers’ Worship in Church but in key stages due to
restrictions. We are hoping that Reverend Neil can lead us in our Worship.
Unfortunately, we are unable to go ahead with our new starter induction afternoons
although Miss Lemmings and Miss Begbie have alternative plans to ensure our new
reception children do not miss out completely and feel happy about starting at our school
in September. We have organised their first week in September to further support their
induction.
On behalf of our school staff, I hope our school community continues to support each
other and remains safe
Kind Regards
Mr Stuart Booth
Headteacher
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JIGSAW CLUB
For the children of Michael’s, Grimsargh.

How many of these can activities can you try? Look out for some more
ideas next month. Have fun!
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CHURCH COLLECTIONS
May

23rd

£391.40

May

30th

£209.90

June

6th

June

13th

£138.00

June

20th

£167.00

£182.40
£40.00 Confirmation

FLOWER ROTA
July

4th

Betty Sweetman

July

11th

In memory of Dorothy Holding

July

18th

Rev Neil Salt

July

25th

Rev Neil Salt

SIDESPERSONS, READERS AND COFFEE ROTAS
8.30am

10.00am

Communion Readers
Assistant

July

4th

B Mackley
Vicar

July

11th

J Eccles
Vicar

July

18th

N Cowell
Vicar

July

25th

D Rusling
Vicar

Coffee

Holy Baptism
Jesus said “Let the children come unto me"
May 30th
George Alexander Price
Confirmation
June 6th (by the Bishop of Lancaster)
Joe Barker, Rob Blatcher, Holly Dewhurst,
Josh Holt, Theo Rae, Beth Rowland, Livvy Smith.
Funeral
Jesus said “I am the Resurrection and the Life”
June 4th
Victoria Louise (Vicki) Critchlow, 37 years
June 11th
Hilda Annie Tiffin, 94 years
Burial of Ashes
June 17th
Chris Clegg, 86 years
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ST MICHAEL’S DIARY DATES FOR JULY
The coronavirus situa�on may change again - apologies for any sudden altera�ons
1st

11.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

4th

5th Sunday after Trinity
10.00am Holy Communion

8th

11.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

11th

6th Sunday after Trinity
10.00am Holy Communion
12 noon Baptism

15th

11.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

18th

7th Sunday after Trinity
10.00am Holy Communion
12 noon Baptism

22nd NO SERVICE THIS MORNING
25th

8th Sunday after Trinity
10.00am Holy Communion

29th

11.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

DEADLINE for the August/September magazine 15th July.
Articles to be sent to Mrs Cowell and/or B Mackley
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