VICAR’S LETTER
The view from the study.
Picture the scene. A bright early November day, the sun shining low in the blue
autumn sky. I stepped out into the garden to put some recycling in the bins, and
casually noticed a light aeroplane buzzing lazily across the sky. A common
enough scene, but for some reason my mind was drawn to the occupants of the
plane and I wondered what they saw as they glanced down on our village.
They must have been aware of the various streets and housing developments in
the village, and the new ones appearing up on the edges of our community. At
each end of the village they may have spotted the churches and schools, and
perhaps observed the caravans of the travellers who had occupied our car park!
They might have noticed the queues of traffic waiting for the stop-go boards to
change as the resurfacing works progressed along the road. They might have
observed the industrial areas around Roman Way and down to Redscar or noticed
the open space around the crematorium. They might have been able to pick out
the ancient farms that for generations were the mainstay of the community, and
maybe even discern the route of the old railway to Longridge.
All of this and more would have been visible from that plane. And in those
houses and along that road and on those farms, the lives of ordinary folk like us
were being played out. ‘All human life is there’ was once the strap line of the
News of the World, but it may equally apply to the perspective from that light
aeroplane.
As we move towards the celebration of Christmas, take a moment to think about
the world that Jesus came into: born far from here in a busy town called
Bethlehem, packed with people gathering for a census. People who belonged
there, people passing through, people shepherding the livestock on the hillsides
around the town – some of whom were to receive quite a shock as they became
caught up in the miraculous story of Christmas.
Jesus came into the world for all those in and around Bethlehem that night, and
he came for us too. He came for you, for your neighbour, for your friends and
for your foes. All human life was there, and for all human life Jesus came into
our world. At Christmas we rejoice that God loved the world so much, that he
sent his only Son - so that we might have life through him. The gift of
everlasting light is for all. We only need to open our eyes to receive that light and open our hearts to receive the love that Christ has for us. Then the
miraculous story of Christmas will never come to an end
A very merry Christmas to you all, Neil.
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Treasurer.
I am delighted to report that we now have a new treasurer for the PCC. May I take this opportunity
to thank Simon for all his help over the past 5 years, and especially for continuing to hold the fort
for a year after he first indicated he wished to retire from the post. Meanwhile, a very warm
welcome to Joanna Donnachie, who has now taken over the role of PCC Treasurer.
Giving.
During the pandemic, it was a tremendous help to have a regular income thanks to the significant
increase in those giving by standing order following the start of our stewardship campaign in
January 2020.
We greatly appreciate all the generous giving of regular worshippers and other kind benefactors,
however and whenever it comes, but the security of a monthly income is a tremendous benefit to
the parish.
If you have not yet done so, and feel able to give by standing order, please consider this. Using the
following details, you can set up a standing order with your bank:
Name:
Grimsargh Parochial Church Council
Sort code:
77-26-03
Account #:
00017133
Reference:
Your name
In addition, please remember the benefits of Gift Aid, allowing the parish to claim 25p in the pound
from HMRC from your regular giving. You only need to fill in a form. Please speak with the vicar
or one of the churchwardens for further information.
Blue Envelopes.
For some time now, the number of people making regular offerings to ‘missions’ in this way has
been diminishing, with the result that it is no longer economical to order these envelopes. This
seems a good time to explore new ways of encouraging overseas, missionary and charitable giving.
The PCC has already agreed to cease using the blue envelope scheme and discussions will take
place soon regarding a way forward to enable us to maintain our support for the wider mission of
the Church.
Thank you so much to all who have contributed so generously to our ‘mission giving’ over the
years through the blue envelope scheme.
School Governors.
St Michael’s School is a fantastic place to be right now. Under Mr Booth the school is embarking
on a progressive new era, without losing any of the compassion and warm community feel it has
long been known for. There have been a few changes in recent years, which can be unsettling for
a school, but with the truly dynamic staff team and dedicated board of governors, the future is
looking bright.
YOU could be part of this. We are currently seeking THREE new ‘foundation governors’ for the
school. These are PCC appointments, so it is important that those appointed share the Christian
ethos of the school and have a commitment to the life of the church.
The time commitment involves a full governors’ meeting once a term, then beyond this, governors
are asked to serve on sub-committees and take on roles such as being attached to a specific class,
or taking an interest in a particular subject area.
You do not need experience of the education sector, and in fact, in order to broaden the range of
skills on the governing body, we encourage expressions of interest from people with experience in
other areas of life.
Please think prayerfully about whether you might be able to serve as a governor, and do have a
word with me if you wish to discuss the possibility.
Thank you, Neil.
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suffering by praying for those with the opportunity to fight against it.
Second is The BIG GIVE CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE
The Mothers Union is taking part in the UKs largest on-line matched funding campaign. The BIG
GIVE doubles all donations raised on line between November 30th—December 7th 2021.
Hopefully you will have received more information about this by the time you read this! There is
only a small window when you can double your donation to help the Mothers Union with their
project in Kenya to empower women. If you wish to donate but don’t have access to online
banking, have a word with me & we’ll sort it!
Our branch news
The Christmas meal at the Plough will have been, I’m sure, an enjoyable evening. (I as really
sorry I was unable to attend. On babysitting duties, as my daughter was seeing Jason Donovan in
Blackpool! Hope you pulled a cracker for me!)
Please continue to pray for Cath Champ in Longridge hospital. It is her birthday on December
22nd. May God be very close to her and her family.
Also remember Brenda Croft and her family after Peter’s passing last month. Again, we pray for
God’s strength for them.
The committee are in need of a secretary. If you would be willing to help please see one of the
committee.
And finally, but not least, a very big thank you to Liz Emmot for all her years of working as
secretary. Her conscientious and diligent work has been much appreciated by the whole of the
branch and particularly the other committee members. Thank you again Liz !
SCHOOL REPORT
We are fast approaching a magical time of year in school. Our reception staff and children are
busy practicing for their nativity and our year 1 and 2 staff and children are also just as busy
practicing for their Christmas production. Dates have been set for parents/ carers to watch the
nativity which will take place in St Michael’s Church. Parents/ carers will also have the
opportunity to watch their child in the year 1 and 2 Christmas production, as will grandparents
and parishioners on a separate showing.
The PTFA are now in full swing and have just held their Annual General Meeting (AGM). So far
this academic year, the PTFA have donated £2,000 for new books for our KS1 and KS2 school
libraries; £4.50 per child to reduce the cost for families for the Christmas Panto and contributed
£397 (50%) to the development of our Nurture Room.
Before the end of term, we have the following PTFA events to look forward to:
Wine & Gin Night (Friday 26th November)
Christmas Bauble Decoration
Infants Christmas Movie Night (Thursday 2nd December)
The children really enjoyed ‘Break the Rules day’, our first PTFA event of this academic year.
Strangely to say, it was great to see so many children breaking the school rules! Children were
spotted wearing tattoos and nail varnish, with crazy hairstyles and colours, holding cuddly toys,
without parts of their uniform and I was informed that children secretly had juice instead of
water!
We thoroughly enjoyed finding out about and celebrating All Saints Day. On All Saints Day, we
celebrate the holy ones of God. We gave thanks for the light of the gospel that shines out from
our lives. Michael Stancliffe (when he was Dean of Winchester) preached about the saints we
remember- the people who encouraged and inspired us. He described them as God's fireworks.
Inspirational and encouraging people are not all the same. Like fireworks, they are often different,
diverse and unique.
During worship that week, the children enjoyed reflection time. They took a moment to be
thankful for the encouraging and inspirational people who have had an impact on their life. They
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JIGSAW CLUB
For the children of Michael’s, Grimsargh.
Wrap up warm, get outside with your family and discover more about the real meaning of Christmas as
you hunt out the items on this scavenger hunt from the Blackburn Diocese Board of Education.
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Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

CHURCH COLLECTIONS
October
24th
£141.10
October
31st
£268.50
£26.50 Service of Light
November 7th
£457.40
November 14th
£197.70
FLOWER ROTA
December 5th
Vacant
December 12th
In Memory of Dorothy Holding
December 19th
Vacant
December 26th
Vacant
January
2nd
Vacant
January
9th
Vacant
January
16th
N Cowell
January
23rd
Vacant
January
30th
Vacant
SIDESPERSONS, READERS AND COFFEE ROTAS
8.30am
10.00am Communion Readers
Coffee
Assistant
5th
K Thompson
D Rusling
Vicar
12th
R Buckley
S Cowell
Vicar
19th
B Mackley
Youth
Reader
25th
R Woollam
M Lamberty
Vicar
26th
N Maudsley
J Eccles
Vicar
2nd
K Thompson
B Mackley
Vicar
9th
R Buckley
N Cowell
Vicar
16th
B Mackley
Youth
Reader
23rd
James Cowell
B Holt
Vicar
30th
N Maudsley
D Rusling
Vicar

Holy Baptism
November 14th
November 28th

Jesus said “Let the children come unto me"
Matilda Lorraine Jane Johnston
James Henry John Morroll
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2nd
3rd
5th

9th
10th
12th

15th
16th
17th
18th
19th

23rd
24th
25th
26th
30th
2nd
6th
7th
9th

13th
14th
16th

19th
20th
21st
23rd

27th
28th
30th

ST MICHAEL’S DIARY DATES FOR DECEMBER
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
2nd Sunday of Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Confirmation class
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
6.30pm
Carols round the Crib (outside Grimsargh Club)
3rd Sunday Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Confirmation class (adults)
9.30am
School KS2 Carol Service
7.30pm
MU Christmas Holy Communion in Church
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
tbc
Carol singing around the parish
4rd Sunday Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Family Service
6.00pm
Festival of Lessons and Carols
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
Christmas Eve
4.00pm
Crib Service
Christmas Day
10.00am
Christmas Morning Communion
St Stephen
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) & parish walk
DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY
2nd Sunday of Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
Epiphany
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
Baptism of Christ
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Confirmation class (adults)
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
2nd Sunday of Epiphany
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Confirmation class
tbc
MU A.G.M. In the Plough
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
3rd Sunday of Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Confirmation class (adults)
11.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9:30 - 11.30am Coffee Morning in Grimsargh Club
4th Sunday of Advent
8.30am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.00am
Holy Communion
4.00pm
Confirmation class
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