QUESTIONS FOR SUPERMARKETS

The questions below arose from a Kingston Coffeehouse Challenge discussion on "Recycling in Kingston - could do better?" on July 19, 2007. We came up a range of ideas when discussing local recycling, including the following questions for our largest local supermarkets, which are the source of much of our waste :

* Why don’t supermarkets stop giving out plastic shopping bags and use only bags for life (charging shoppers to encourage reuse) and/or encourage shoppers to bring their own?
* Can supermarkets sell only biodegradable plastic rubbish bags?
* Do potatoes, apples, lobsters, chickens, cakes, biscuits, crisps, sweets etc really need so much plastic / polystyrene packaging? 
* Can more use be made of recyclable / compostable materials?  For example, if eggs can be transported and sold in cardboard boxes, why not pears, peaches etc
* Why does yoghurt (even organic yoghurt) come in plastic or mixed material pots that can't be recycled?
* Can supermarkets take back bottles and return them to suppliers?
* Can supermarkets return plastic and cardboard packaging to suppliers for reuse?


If you would like to ask your supermarket questions about plastic bags and excessive packaging, here are some email or website contacts:
RetailCustomer.Services@marks-and-spencer.com 

customer.service@tesco.co.uk 

Customer_Service@waitrose.co.uk 

customerservice@sainsburys.co.uk 
http://www.somerfield.co.uk/contactus/index.asp
http://www.asda.co.uk/corp/customer_service/contact_us.html  
