An informal survey in Kingston
Rattling a collection tin for Amnesty International in Kingston town centre on Saturday afternoon, I passed the time by counting the bags people were carrying. My informal survey confirmed that there is still masses to do, with hundreds of passers-by carrying plastic and other throw-away shoppers, many with three or four or more. The survey was complicated by the fashion for oversized women’s bags, but my impression was that few if any of those are used for carrying purchases.

In about one hour I saw two long-life plastic supermarket shoppers, about three hessian bags (Sainsburys So Organic, Nigella Express and John Lewis), a couple of cotton bags, one of those Indian recycled plastic patchwork bags, and about 6 backpacks (mostly carried by men).

