RETAILERS AND TRADERS, SMALL AND LARGE, INDEPENDENTS AND CHAINS – 
Would you like to help yourself as well as the environment by reducing the number of carrier bags you give away? And would you like your efforts recognised?
Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston, funded by UnLtd, rewards good practice with certificates – if you think you qualify and would like to apply for a certificate, please contact us. We are focusing our efforts on getting rid of unnecessary and wasteful disposable carrier bags, especially plastic ones, but we recognise that it is easier for some kinds of shop to go plastic-bag-free than for others and want to reward all shops that do their bit to improve our local environment. We offer:
(  Bronze certificates – for encouraging customers to use their own bags. 
You can do this by:
· Always asking if customers need a bag

· And /or charging for bags

· And /or putting bags under the counter so that customers have to ask for them.

· And/or displaying Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston fliers or magnetic card reminders, or other notices to customers.

(  Silver certificates – for encouraging customers to use their own bags and offering good alternatives. 
You can do this by:
· Always asking if customers need a bag

· And /or charging for bags

· And /or putting bags under the counter so that customers have to ask for them.

· And /or displaying Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston fliers or magnetic card reminders, or other notices to customers.

· And sourcing and providing long-life or biodegradable alternatives – see http://www.e-voice.org.uk/plasticbagfreekingston/links/ for some suppliers.

(  Gold Certificates – for getting rid of plastic carrier carrier bags altogether, providing good alternatives, and minimising other plastic packaging and waste.
You can do this by

· No longer providing free plastic carrier bags and actively asking customers to use their own bags.
· Displaying Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston fliers or magnetic card reminders, or other notices to customers.

· And sourcing and providing long-life or biodegradable alternatives – see http://www.e-voice.org.uk/plasticbagfreekingston/links/ for some suppliers.

· And sourcing goods that are not excessively packaged and wrapping purchases in paper or not at all - after all there’s little point in getting rid of plastic carriers if you just increase your use of small plastic bags or other wasteful throwaway packaging.

Retailers’ FAQs

How is this policed? Could I cheat?
Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston has volunteers who will notice if you do or don’t live up to your certificate, as will your customers and perhaps even the local media!

Where can we get good long-life bags printed with the shop name or logo? And how much will they cost?

See http://www.e-voice.org.uk/plasticbagfreekingston/links/ for some wholesale suppliers.

Cotton bags are cheaper than hessian ones, and the more you buy the cheaper they are. Perhaps you could get together with other local retailers to bulk buy? Perhaps you could charge for good bags and recover the cost? Don’t forget that plastic carrier bags cost you too!
We’ve given up plastic bags since we got a Bronze Certificate – can we have a Gold?

See above to find out if you qualify and then get in touch with us. It’s perfectly understandable that shops want to use up stocks of plastic carriers before going plastic-bag-free – it’s no better for the environment if you throw them away than if your customers do!
Should we go over to paper bags?

Paper bags are bio-degradable and recyclable, but that depends on what your customers do with them when they get them home, and people very rarely re-use paper bags – so they’re certainly not ideal and free paper carriers may be banned when plastic carriers are! But paper bags alongside a determined effort to encourage customers to use their own bags are certainly better than freely giving away plastic and other carrier bags. 

What’s in it for us? Can we get some good publicity out of this?

We believe that retailers care just as much as other people about plastic bag litter and the harm plastic bags do to the environment. In addition you can save money by reducing the number of bags you give to customers. Displaying your certificate and/or our fliers and magnetic reminders may encourage shoppers to use their own bags and none or fewer of yours, and will earn you goodwill from the increasing number of environmentally-aware customers – and there are many in Kingston (as you’ve probably noticed). 

If you let Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston know that you would be happy to talk to local media about your initiative, we will add you to our list. The best publicity will come when an entire street or shopping parade or the Market Place or even the whole of Kingston goes plastic-bag-free – but every step in the right direction helps and you can earn “brownie points” along the way!
PLASTIC BAGS, 


THE PROBLEMS


Lcally, litter around Kingston, internationally, damage to wildlife… 

















