10 THINGS YOU PROBABLY DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT PLASTIC BAGS…

1. On average, we use a plastic bag for about 12 minutes before throwing it away. 
2. Only 1 in 200 throw-away shopping bags is recycled, so billions, many of them plastic, are sent to landfill every year or end up as litter. 

3. Every bit of plastic ever made still exists in some form, somewhere. Plastic bags can last in the environment for 400 years. 

4. Plastic bags don’t biodegrade, they just break down into smaller and smaller toxic bits, contaminating soil, waterways, oceans and entering the food chain when ingested by animals. 

5. Plastic bags kill more than 100,000 birds, whales, seals and turtles every year. It costs £290,000 every year to clear plastic bags from UK beaches.
6. The world uses over 1.2 trillion plastic bags a year – that’s around 300 bags for every adult on the planet per year. In the UK, over 17 billion throw-away bags (paper and plastic) are issued every year – roughly 220 per person. Londoners use at least 1.6 billion.
7. Plastic bags are an oil-based product, made from a non-renewable and declining resource. The oil used to manufacture 8 plastic carrier bags would power an average car for 1 kilometre. If the UK gave up plastic bags it would eliminate 234,000 tonnes of the “greenhouse gas” carbon dioxide a year - the equivalent of taking 72,000 cars off the road. 
8. Paper and other throw-away alternatives to plastic carrier bags also damage the environment during manufacture and recycling. 

9. The proposed London ban is not just a ban on plastic carrier bags, but on all throw-away shopping bags. Are you ready?

10. In two November 2007 surveys, 61% approved of charging for bags and 84% said they would not change to a rival supermarket if theirs stopped giving away bags. Most people nowadays are concerned about the environment, several towns are now plastic-bag-free, and more and more shoppers are carrying their own re-usable bags whenever they go out.

