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ECHOES OF THE PAST — A VISUAL JOURNEY

A photo exhibition of our village and forebears in the last century

In May, the Community Network with Tim and Sheila Gillies held an exhibition of
Tim’s archive of over 70 photos of Great Waltham and surrounding villages. Many
of the photos were over 100 years old. In addition, Deborah Poulton displayed her
research and photos of all the men whose names appear on the war memorial.

_ _-' The exhibition attracted about 250 people, E. Leeds, The Stores
44 mostly local, who recognised the houses, shops, pubs and even some of their
“={ ancestors. Many people came to see the records of their grandfathers, great
grandfathers and great uncles, who had lost their lives in World War 1 and World
War 2. Some people came from quite a distance, such as Oxford, Norwich and
I Cambridge, and made unexpected discoveries.

L [§ The collection on the door for Essex Air Ambulance
Sheilaand Tim Gillies (n took £429. The war memorial display generated
donations for the Essex Regiment Museum. The WI
helped with the refreshments and some of their takings were passed to the primary
school, the church and the Community Network.

Sadly, this is a one-off exhibition because the photographs will be going permanently to
the Essex Record Office. But information about the soldiers can be seen on www.

greatwalthamwarmemorial.co.uk. A
A Community Network event *

Scout Breakfast

members and scout leaders. The net result was a contribution to our funds of
£640.

This is an important annual fundraising
event to help us cover costs for o
insurances, fire safety checks and utilities # 3
thus allowing us to maximise our I
membership fees to benefit the members.
It also acts as an important social event in the village, is a great advert for the
local Scout Group and it’s volunteers, and a learning experience for our young
members. If you missed it and still want to make a donation? [https://gofund.
me/f5820050c](https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com....)

Walthams Scout Chair — Mike Steel

Inside this month’s Great Waltham Parish News
Local club updates, Church notices, Local events, Parish Council News & two pages of adverts for almost every
need.

gwparishnews@gmail.com




From The Vicarage

As the summer settles in - sun on our
backs, long evenings, and the World
Cup on in the background - | find myself

soundtracks, but lately my alternative mix has included
Dope Lemon, Twisted Teens, Joshua Burnside,
Kevin Morby, and Cardinals. I’'m wide open to
suggestions — the brighter and sunnier the better |
guess but anything goes. And if hymns or worship
songs make your summer sing, I'll happily take those
too. There’s room on the playlist for everything from
the obscure to the glorious.

What are your sunshine tracks? Dan

ooooooooooooooooooo

Church of England Services

doing what | always do at this time of July 2026

year: reaching for music. There’s

something about June and July that Sunday 5 11.00am  Communion Great Waltham
asks for a soundtrack. Yes, I'm one of those tragic
middle-aged dads with the windows down and music Sunday 12" 11.00am Communion Ford End
loud because of my failing hearing! So what are you '
listening to? I'd love to know what’s on your playlist this . .
summertime. If you see me around the village, stop me Sunday 19" 11.00am Communion Chignals
and tell me. I'm always curious. Left to my own devices . .
| drift toward the plinky-plonk, noodly end of ambient Sunday 26" 11.00am  Communion Little Waltham

Still Waters every Thursday Evening 6.00pm —

6.30pm held at St Martin’s Little Waltham
"An oasis of calm in our otherwise busy lives".

Contact: Alison Creighton Parish Administrator
Tel: 07957 228467
admin@littleandgreat.org.uk

Services at Blackchapel, North End
July 2026

Sunday 5" Family Service 3pm

Coffee Morning
Blackchapel, North End

Come and join your neighbours for a coffee and chat

Last Wednesday in the month

Little Waltham United Reformed Church
Services for June 2026

All services begin at 10.30a.m.
Contact: Liz Hagon 01245 360874

Sunday 5th - Frances Couch

Sunday 12th - Charles de Lacy

Sunday 19th - John Amos

Sunday 26th - Rev. Geoffrey Griggs. Holy Communion

Other Events:
Thursday 2nd - Coffee and Cake 10a.m. - 12 noon
Saturday 18th - Coffee Morning 10 - 11a.m.

10.30 - 12.00

Ford End Senior Tea

T4

Walthambury W I
WI members and
guests enjoyed an
inspiring and
enjoyable talk from
Lucy Lewis on her
experiences in the
army at our June
meeting. The stories she told were both entertalnlng and
amusing.

During the last month members have enjoyed a lunch at
Channels and a trip to Chelmsford Theatre. Many of us also

End, a meal at ‘The White Hart’ Little Waltham and a trip to
Feeringbury Manor.

at Pleshey at 2pm.

made cakes for the ‘Echoes of the Past’ event in the church.
In the coming weeks we are looking forward to a walk at Ford

Our next meeting, on Tuesday 14th July, is a garden meeting

We have just seen each other for a
late June tea so we will have our
summer break in July this year

Our next summer Tea will be August
17th at 2.30pm at Woodstock, Church
Lane, Ford End. Let's hope the weather will be
nice and we may be able to sit outside.

Anyone interested, has not been before, or for
more information please ring Sheila Bearman on
01245 237335 or 07977 077945

Tim and Sheila Gillies send a
message of thanks to all those
who gave their time and energy to
making the recent exhibition of
photos such a success. It was a great community
effort and we are very grateful to you all.

gwparishnews@gmail.com




Friends Reunited at Great Waltham School Féte

Former pupils of Great Waltham C of E Primary School are warmly
invited to a special Friends Reunited gathering on Saturday 27th
June, taking place alongside the school's annual summer féte.

The event is aimed at anyone who attended the school between 1940
and 1990 and offers a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with old
friends, reminisce about school days, and share treasured memories
from across the decades.

Whether you remember ink wells and slate boards, school plays,
sports days, or simply the friendships made along the way, we would

love to welcome you back to see how the school has evolved while 11.30AM BBQ
celebrating its rich history. -2' 30PM ICE CREAM VAN
Visitors will have the chance to meet fellow former pupils, browse B‘F’;’Qg{,f,‘;f,};‘

photographs and memories, and enjoy the lively atmosphere of the SATURDAY RAFFLE
school féte. Refreshments will be available to purchase throughout GAMES

the afternoon. 27TH JUNE &  AND MORE!

We hope many former pupils will join us for what promises to be a
nostalgic and enjoyable occasion. Please spread the word to family
members, friends, and neighbours who may have attended Great
Waltham School during these years.

We look forward to welcoming you back and celebrating the &
generations of children who have passed through our school gates. :

Grow your own fresh, organic produce and enjoy the outdoors!

Hire an allotment, it's the perfect opportunity to get active, connect with the local community
and harvest your own fruit and vegetables. Enjoy fresh seasonal home-grown vegetables,
herbs and flowers right from the soil. Fantastic for your health and wellbeing, a great way to de-
stress, get fresh air and enjoy light outdoor exercise. Experience community spirit, meet fellow
local gardeners and share growing tips with friends.

We currently have various plot sizes available located at Brook Mead (behind the shop) and
Bury Lane (junction of Bury Lane and Barrack Lane), Great Waltham. We charge an affordable
annual hiring fee based on plot size and a service charge, plus a returnable deposit. The sites
feature an allotment champion who will offer help and advice and regular inspections take
place to ensure the grounds are well-maintained for everyone. Whether you are a seasoned
gardener or looking to start a rewarding new hobby, spaces are available to everyone within
the parish and surrounding parishes. Please contact the Clerk to find out available plot sizes and costs, view
available plots or hire your plot at clerk@gtwaltham-pc.gov.uk

Great Waltham Festival of Choirs 2026

Great Waltham Village Choir hosted their second Festival of Choirs on Friday 5th June at Great Waltham church.

[T

7 Nl % iy s I Eight choirs took part in the festival with
\ S J . ¥ over 100 singers present. The festival

=8 included Braintree Male Voice Choir,
B Braintree Voices, Chelmsford Male Voice
"M Choir, Great Waltham Primary School,
M| Great Waltham Village Choir and three
{__ﬂ choirs from The Sandon School.

*1 A most appreciative and enthusiastic

# audience of over one hundred listened to a
varied programme of music ranging from
popular songs to classical items. The items
by the schools greeted with much applause
and cheering from a delighted audience.

All involved including choirs and audience experienced a most enjoyable evening with many asking when the next
festival would be.

gwparishnews@gmail.com



Parish
Directory

To advertise in the

Parish News, please

contact us by email
on

gwparishnews@gmail.
com

ROSE

& CROWN

A GREAT LITTLE PUB AND
RESTAURANT WITH GOOD FOOD,
A WARM AND FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE
OPEN ALL DAY

FOR BREAKFAST,
LUNCH & DINNER

Ben and his staff will be
delighted to welcome you,

Tebephone
° 01245 360359

www.roseandcrowngreatwaltham.co.uk

www.everettpainting. biz

it needs
PRINTING

from Stationery & Leaflets to
a Bespoke Glossy Brochure

GIVE US A CALL

Fast * Efficient * to Budget

241 itho

1: 01787 479479
E: info@fmlitho.co.uk
W www.fmlitho.co.uk

Wood

Automotive

MOT's, Vehicle Servicing
Tyres, Vehicle Diagnostics
Air Conditioning Repair
Clutches, Welding
Free Local Collection

"We look forward to seeing you
and your car"

Neil and Sarah

Unit 1 Walthambury Farm
Pleshey Road, Great Waltham
CM3 1AZ

www.woodautomotive.co.uk
01245 361180

ROBERTS
ARDEN SERVICES

Lawns, Borders,
Hedges &

Trees Maintained

Small Landscaping
Projects

Willsher and Son

Electrical Contractors

e Al work insured and certificates
issued where applicable

e No job too small, free estimates

e  Based in Great Waltham

e  Reliable family business

07970 759565
info@willsherandson.co.uk
www.willsherandson.co.uk

or find us on Facebook

Electrical Safety
Register
.- Sa +..._ % ECA

¢LESHE}

FORGE LTD.

Structural Steelwork,
Steel Fabrication, Gates,
Railings and anything
for the garden
Tel: 01245 237233

enquiries@plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Unit 20, Warners Farm,
Main Road, Howe Street
Chelmsford CM3 1BL
www.plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Chelmsford Plumbing &
Heating Services

Trustworthy family run business
All calls answered personally
Confirmed bookings given
*Boiler services, breakdowns, repairs
*New boilers and heating systems
*Plumbing repairs
*GAS, OIL, LPG and Electrical work
No job too small,

Work covered by a 12-month guarantee

01245 478588
Email
sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

Pesign - Build -Ma
:?‘s

o

Ponds, Waterfalls, Streams,
Fountains & Wildlife Ponds

Damp & Bog Gardens
Cleaning, Maintenance & Renovation
Service for existing ponds
Call Keith: 07468 451416
Email: keith@aqualifegallery.co.uk

Jayne’s
Upholstery Classes Ltd

10 week termly upholstery
classes
held at
Little Waltham and Great
Totham
For more information contact
Jayne on 07881816889
or email
jayne.interiors @googlemail.com

A& W Gowers LTD

Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A local family run company with many years of
experience providing bespoke fofmery to teade
cnid privite customers.
Conmservation, Restoration, Ordinary or
C IPOFArY, We can tire and install
all types of work.

Fitted Furniture
Kilchens
Wardrobes
Bovkeases
wwttitd wtuch more

Windows
Dors
Conservation
Gates
Srairs
For free friendly advice and estimates please
contaet us ai
WWW,AWEOWErs. co. ik
Howe Streel, Great Waltham, Chelmsjord
Telephone: 01245 362737
Now selling eco-fricndly stove briguettes

(92

5

Old Park Meaam

Natural Burial Ground

&

e offer ria sand ash
interments, funerals,
services and wakes.

Adaptable to any ceremony
anda ?’Om letely
persona service.

Reserving a plot in advance
is also possible.

01245 806332 oldparkmeadow.co.uk
Coppice Lane, North End, Between
Chelmsford & Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6& 3PL

Commarcial and general puHic- -
welcome with easy access for all cars and vans

Yard sales from A D Fuel Oils Ltd
Banfters Lane, Greal Leighs, Nr. Chelmeford, Essex CM3 10X
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday: 8am - Spm
Saturday: 8am - 1pm
01245 362616 * www.adfueloils.co.uk

YOUR
LOCAL
COUNTRY
STORE

O

ernestipoE
power

FYFIELD, ONGAR CM5 ONS
TEL: 01277 899464

The Parish News relies
entirely on advertising to
pay its printing costs.

Please support the
magazine by renewing
your advert or taking out an
advert to promote your
business.Volunteers

deliver to approximately

1000 households in the
Parish.

For more information,
email

gwparishnews@gmail.com




Al Fresco Terrace Dining
Garden Bar
Kids Play Area
Bank Holiday Family Events
Terrace Private Dining
Michelin Bib Gourmand Menus

Main Rd, Howe Street, Great Waltham
Chelmsford CM3 1BG.

www.galvinrestaurants.com

ANDREW DAVISON
ARCHITECTS

Architect living locally.
We specialise in

Residential Extensions
New Build Housing
Conservation Areas

Green Belt Development
Listed Properties

01277 221334
Info@andrewdavison.co.uk
www.andrewdavison.co.uk

Beautiful fitted furniture with a
personable approach.

www.bowmanbespokeltd.co.uk

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?
We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989
[1 Specialistin UPVC & Wooden Doors

&5 No Call Out Charge

# No Fix No Fee

@ All Work Fully Guaranteed
& 10% Senior Citizen Discount

For More Advice & Help
Call Christopher:

e

07772111222

TIMBER ASPECTS
CONSTRUCTION

“Buildin% otn1lgggutation ”
S

All Aspects of Carpentry and
Building
Listed building works

Extensions Bathrooms
Kitchens Plastering
Cladding Maintenance

Mini digger and dumper hire with
driver

Registered waste carrier and dealer

Call Tim 07770 877669
A Gt Waltham based Business

FREEMAN

— FARM LOGS —

Freeman Farm Logs
Seasoned hard wood &
mixed wood
available delivered in bulk
bags.

Mini bags available for
collection.
www.freeman-contractors.co.uk
Fitzandrews Farm, Howe Street
Tel 01245 360232 / 07710622611

o

Vlllage Roofing ServicesLtd

New Roofs, repairs and
general maintenance
e 24 hour emergency call out
*  Chimneys and Lead work
* Blocked guttering& drains
01245 843169
07946 242 636
Email:info@villageroofing.co.uk

Checka

trade Cit_y&?
Gui

Ids

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Gr.«ui. Waltham

WILD °
ROOTED

Sustainably reared in Gt Waltham

ORDER ONLINE OR VISIT THE FARM
SATURDAYS 10AM-12PM

WILDA OTEDFARMING.CO

Barefoot Healing

Ford End
Chelmsford

07957985192

i '|,
. Ny ¥
1 Y
£ L. »

Treatments available
Reflexology
Hopi Ear Candling
Mian Dui Facial Ritual
Hand reflexology

SBC Building Services

/e

General Building Works
Extensions
Construction works
Ensuring compliance with
building codes and regulations.
Free Quotations
Contact Steve Hayward
07947544129

sbebuildingservices4 1 @gmail.com

~ZCIn

SERVICES

ARBORICULTURAL
SERVICES

@

MAINTENANCE
SERVICES

www.jcm-services.co.uk

Are you struggling to find the time o get
everything done?
Is your life one constant balancing aci?
Why don't you let me lighten the Joad

Let me be your exira pair of hands,
helping you creatle balance in your life

N0y,

AV o
. -
d B
Contact Me:
Francesca Bradford
07780614747

foradford. handylittlehelper@gmail.com
www handylittiehelper. co.uk

01245 801642

Ferelergre -

Repair

e

Service

ARTHUR FRA
ACCOUNTA

Ouraim?
To add value to your business,
help it grow and reduce stress
so that you can focus on other
critical aspects of your business.
Ltd Company Accounts and
Corporation Tax Returns
Business Consultancy
Cash Flow Management
Bookkeeping

01245922025
info@arthurfrancisaccountancy.co.uk

& O - <UL PN

www gdculpin.og

<& Eregrrecervreg Go

Restoration

Based in Ford End providing high quality service and repair to a variety of
Veteran and Vintage vehicles.
We offer a range of services from routine maintenance and minor repair.
annual safety inspections. preservation. unit overhaul,
event preparation through to complete restorations.
Our ethos is to repair and conserve wherever possible
using traditional skills and methods thus maintaining originality.

Email info@gdculpin.co.uk

sdculpin.co.uk

gwparishnews@gmail.com




Hulton Hall
South Street
Great Waltham
CM3 1DF

07501 313321
upupawaypreschool.co.uk

upuyy gi om

aEmmm— o S
Looking for a preschool "i&
with a large, natural .
outdoor space and
confident, happy children?

2., We offer Forest School -2

2

=

-ﬁ:ﬁ-‘ The Hawthorns

BRAINTREE

RETIREMENT LIVING, THE
COMFORT OF HOME

The Hawthorns’ rental model
encompasses all the features you would
expect of an all-inclusive retirement
community with certainty, easy planning,
and flexibility. Enjoy a worry-free and
active retirement at the Hawthorns.

01376 778887
hawthornsretirement.co.uk

Meadow Park | Tortoiseshell Way

Large natural Nature inspired Forest School Co lent,
outdoor space earning sessions {  happy children
i SFCTC,
[ Ofsted | e

2L Good | =2 N

e S

—y Core and visit wus/ 2 g

) o ¥ - —— = e ——— N ¢

Braintree | Essex | CM7 1TD

Visit to Beth Chatto's Garden Colchester
June 2026

Glis Little Waltham
Gardening Club
On Wednesday 3rd June eleven intrepid explorers looked around the beautiful
garden that once belonged to Beth Chatto. | say intrepid because we all braved
the rain and the wind, but the weather didn’t dampen our spirits!

The garden is in five sections - the famous dry gravel garden, a water garden,
scree, reservoir and woodland garden.They are planning a sixth section, and at
the moment they have 6 adorable Berkshire pigs (who we met!) clearing an
area so that new woodland can be planted to block off a planned housing
estate, some new stock beds for propagation and a wildflower area. The plan is
to make the new area simpler gardening not high maintenance.

All of the sections were beautifully planted and everywhere there was an
abundance of different species of flowers, trees and shrubs, offering a variety of
colours and scents.

After the garden was explored we enjoyed a look around their plant nursery and
a few purchases were made! The final stop was the tearoom to enjoy a sit
down, a natter, and tea and cake. Our next outing is in July to Marks Hall
Coggeshall and in August we plan to visit Ulting Wick.

The Club's evening meetings will resume on Wednesday 2" September when
Brian Carline will,be giving a presentation on The Science of Plants at 7.30pm
in Little Waltham Memorial Hall.

Visitors very welcome. For more information, please see www.
litlewalhamgardeningclub.co.uk or phone Maggie Williams 01245 360042

SUMMER SOIREE

Relax and enjoy music for a
summer’s evening

9 JULY 2026 7.30 PM

Book now or view pricing and policies at:

Malcolm Ward 360149

www.greatwalthamvillagehall.co.uk . .
Tickets available from 15 June

Find us on Facebook:

facebook.com/greatwalthamyillagehall

A Community Network event, bringing the community

tham

ers
SING WITH US!

Come and try a friendly open rehearsal — no audition, no charge, no
commitment.

Open Reh I: Thursday 10t 2026
7.30 pm
St Cedd’s School, New London Rd, Chelmsford
CM2 0AR
Car park off Upper Bridge Street

The Waltham Singers are a Chelmsford-based choral society
performing regular concerts with professional musicians.
If you enjoy singing, we'd love to meet you. Vacancies in all voice
parts; experienced singers and newcomers welcome.

No auditions, and open rehearsals are free for new members.
Come along and experience a welcoming choir under the dynamic
direction of Andrew Fardell.

Next concert: Britten’s St Nicolas
Chelmsford Cathedral — Saturday 7" November 2026

Find out more: www.walthamsingers.org.uk

Registered Charity No 1153650 Afiliated to Making Music

After a delightful Summer Concert
in Great Waltham Church we will
now be on a summer break until
our Open Rehearsal on 10th
September.

Do consider putting the attached
invitation in your diary.

We always welcome new members
to this very friendly and enjoyable
Choir.

The next concert, Britten's St
Nicolas, will be a very popular one
and great to sing this

in Chelmsford Cathedral.

Do come to the Open Rehearsal
and see how you enjoy

the evening. Contact us for more
info or just turn up on the evening.

Great Waltham Village Hall is a charity-run H
community spacs at the heart aft:e Gt Waltham P"mary School OLD CODGERS CRICKET
parish TICKET £8 INCLUDES BBQ — GLASS Sunday 13t Septembed
With a large hall, full-size stage, kitchen, OF WINE/FRUIT JUICE GW Cricket Ground.
additional rooms and parking, it's perfect for Tickets available —Beehive Public Refreshments and bar
seentscieecsand celobmtions: House, Clare Lyne 361996 Save the date

If you'd like to play or want more

info, email sarahjrads@gmail.com.

All welcome.

together.

gwparishnews@gmail.com



Great Waltham C of E Primary School

The summer term is now in full swing, and it has already been filled with many memorable
experiences for our children.

A huge well done to all those who took part in the Great Waltham Festival of Choirs. Singing both as part of our
school choir and within a larger adult choir was a very special experience, and the children represented the school
beautifully with their enthusiasm and confidence.

Our Year 6 pupils have also recently returned from their residential visit. They had a fantastic time and embraced a
wide range of activities, many of which challenged them to step outside their comfort zones and develop their
resilience. It was wonderful to see their ' = -
eamwork, determination and positivity ' :
hroughout the trip.

= We are incredibly proud of all our pupils and
= look forward to an exciting and successful
| remainder of the term.

Great Waltham Parish
Seicento returns to Great Waltham Community Care
.,‘S;‘EE{?‘,E{XT:O,,,,, Church on Sunday July 26th at Group

5.00pm. AWoman's World: a

celebration of sacred and secular The aim of the group i to provide short

TP OIS NP term and ongoing help to meet the needs

A celebration of sacred

and secular music
written by and about
women
for voices and period
instruments

Barbara Strerri

Great Waltham Church CM3 1AR
Sunday July 26th at 5.00pm

Admission free
Retiring collection
Further information:
Annabel Malton
01245 360240
annabel@maltons.me.uk

music written by and about women is
directed this year by Claire Williams,
the musical director of Musica
Secreta. The group of mixed voices
and period instrumentalists perform
music from C17th Italy by Cozzolani,
Leonora, Strozzi, Monteverdi and
Valentini. Admission to the hour long
concert is free with a retiring
collection. Do come and join us in this

. celebration of fabulous music. Further

information: Annabel Malton 01245
360240 annabel@maltons.me.uk

of elderly local residents for whom there
is no statutory provision. Predominately
this will involve providing transport to
local doctor and hospital appointments.

If you require the services of the
group, please call our
co-ordinators who are;

Gill Mitchel: 01245 362215
Sara Arun: 07790214307
John Lattimore: Chairman 01245
363818

FORD END GARDEN CLUB

At our March meeting Nicola Munday came and gave us a talk on the Restoration of Copped Hall gardens so we
booked Nicola to take us on a guided tour of the gardens
- for our June meeting, which was on Sunday 7 June.
- Before the First World War, these gardens were
- meticulously tended by 31 gardeners. In the 1940s the
. gardens ceased to be maintained and became
- overgrown. In the 1950s they were stripped of all saleable

items and the gardens became vandalised. We
particularly liked the four acre mid-18th century walled
garden which was used for growing vegetables, fruit and

& flowers. The glass houses are 19th century and there is

an orchid house, an orchard house and a vine house.
Most of the restoration work here has been carried out by
volunteers. The Garden Club had their photo taken under
the pear tree walk in the walled garden. We looked
around the well stocked secondhand bookshop in the Hall
and the afternoon was rounded off by having tea and
home made cakes.

Copped Hall has a website which lists the opening dates

gwparishnews@gmail.com




Great Waltham Parish Council
The Pavilion, Great Waltham Recreation Ground, South Street, Great Waltham, CM3 1DF.
Clerk, W J Adshead-Grant. Tel: 07880 717329.
E Mail: clerk@gtwaltham-pc.gov.uk

This is a summary of some items discussed at the AGM and May 2026 monthly meeting of the Parish Council. For
full details, see the full and approved minutes of all Council meetings on the parish website (e-voice.org.uk/
greatwalthamparish).

We conducted the annual election of our officers and completed the various governance protocols needed to
continue our work for what will be the final year of the Council elected in 2023. We currently have one vacancy on
the Council, so if you are interested in joining through the co-option process, please contact the Clerk for details.
We also agreed our action plan of focussed activities for the next 12 months, based upon the 5-year strategic plan
we implemented last year.

Mike Steel, our city and county councillor, reported that the recent county council elections has seen a change of
administration, and one of its first actions has been to challenge the Government’s choice of the future 5 unitary
authorities model in Essex by instructing lawyers to prepare a pre-action protocol letter. (You will recall that in the
consultation process the Parish Council indicated that 5-UA model was its preferred option). Mike also confirmed
that the city council’s local plan is now ready to be submitted for independent examination by a government
appointed planning inspector — the examination will go on until late 2026 with the expectation that the plan will be
adopted.

We noted that five diseased cherry trees were cut down by Chelmsford City Council (CCC) in Cherry Garden Road,
Great Waltham and that a discussion has now taken place with CCC to both replace them towards the end of the
year and plant additional ones. We also noted the outcome of the red telephone kiosk survey (see the separate
update below in this edition).

We are aware that a number of village signs have fallen into various states of disrepair, and we agreed to contact
Essex County Council to understand costings because, as things stand, it seems only if we agree to fund repairs
are they likely to happen, even though they are assets owned by ECC.

The Council’s next monthly meeting will be on Monday 20" July 2026 at the Pavilion, Great Waltham Recreation
Ground, starting at 7.30pm.

Parking on Pavements: Concerns and Call for Consideration

The Parish Council receives complaints about pavement parking. While we
recognise that not all households have access to driveways, vehicles
_, obstructing pavements create serious hazards for pedestrians —

4l particularly those using prams, buggies, mobility aids, or wheelchairs.

Across the parish, cars, vans, and lorries are frequently parked so far onto
pavements that they cannot be used safely or properly. Pedestrians are
often forced to step into the carriageway, placing them directly in the path
of moving traffic.

Under the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986, it is an offence to cause unnecessary
obstruction of the highway — and pavements form part of the highway. The police have enforcement powers
where a vehicle blocks wheelchair or pushchair access, forces pedestrians into the road, obstructs driveways or
visibility, or blocks dropped kerbs. They may issue fixed penalty notices, warnings, or request that the vehicle be
moved.Where double yellow lines or parking permits are in place, enforcement is carried out by Chelmsford City
Council. Such restrictions apply to both the carriageway and the adjacent pavement. In many locations, pavement
parking effectively reduces roads to single track use. In such cases, parking legally on the carriageway would not
create any additional obstruction, as two vehicles cannot pass simultaneously regardless of whether one is partly
on the pavement.

The Parish Council urges all drivers to show consideration for others by parking legally on the road and not on
pavements, in line with the Highway Code. Residents are also reminded that vehicles must not be driven off the
highway onto, or parked on, land adjacent to the highway without the landowner’s permission.

Red Telephone Box Survey
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Thank you to everyone who completed our recent survey regarding the three currently unused
kiosks at Ford End, Great Waltham and Littley Green. The results were overwhelmingly in
favour of retaining all three and in addition to receiving a range of ideas for their future uses
we were also pleased to hear from a number of willing volunteers to initially help with their
renovation and importantly their ongoing use and maintenance. The next steps will now be

discussed by our Recreation Committee and we will keep you updated with our plans.
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Thank you for all of the contributions to this edition of the Great Waltham Parish News. Please send your contributions
for the next issue, together with any enquiries or advertising requests, by email to: gwparishnews@gmail.com. The
last date for inclusion in the August issue is 16" July 2026

gwparishnews@gmail.com



