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Inside this months Great Waltham Parish News
Playground news, Village photograph exhibition, Local club updates, Church notices, Local events, Parish Council 

News & two pages of adverts for almost every need.

Great Waltham Playground News!
We are delighted to share that Phase 1 of the playground revamp has been completed and the space is now open. 
By now, you have hopefully had the chance to visit and enjoy the new equipment. It has been wonderful to see the 
playground already being used by our community. Thank you for being a part of the journey so far.

We are now looking ahead to Phase 2 the “Junior Area”, 
where we want to add more fun upgrades for the older kids. 
To achieve this, we really need to expand our fundraising 
efforts, and we are especially keen to hear from volunteers 
who can help make this happen!

Whether you can support fundraising events, share ideas, or 
lend a hand behind the scenes, your involvement will make 
a real difference. The more people who get involved, the 

sooner we can bring Phase 2 to life.

If you would like to get involved, please 
contact us at: 
gtwalthamplayground@gmail.com

You can also support us by donating and / or sharing our campaign: gofundme.com/f/great-
waltham-playground-refresh-2025. Thank you for your continued support.

ECHOES OF THE PAST
An exhibition of old photos of Great Waltham and WW1/

WW2 soldiers
Tim and Sheila Gillies have lived in Great Waltham for nearly 60 
years. Tim began collecting old postcards and photos from villagers 
who’d lived here for many years. These photos will be on display in 
the church on Sat 23rd and Sun 24th May. 
Tim intends to deposit the photos with the Essex Records Office for 
safe keeping, later this year. So, this is a valuable opportunity for you 
to view them.
You will recognise many of the old buildings, pubs and shops. In 
some cases, the names of the people are known, but if you can 
recognise any of your ancestors, we’d be very happy to speak to you 
at the exhibition.   
Alongside the village photos is an exhibition of photos and the life 
stories of the men from Great Waltham Parish, who lost their lives in 
World War 1 and World War 2. Their names will be familiar to you 
because they are engraved on the War Memorial at Banbury Square. 
The photos will put faces to those names – the faces of young men, 
sons, husbands and fathers, who were born and brought up here, 
who maybe lived down your road, maybe even one of your 

ancestors.  Please come along. Enquiries- joanna.2.steel@btinternet.com
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Church of England Services
May 2026

Sunday  3rd 11am     Gracefields      Great Waltham
                                   Communion       

Sunday  10th   9.30am   Rogation       Gate Farm
                                                           Moulsham Hall Lane
                                                           Great Leighs
                                                           CM3 1PZ

Sunday 17th  11am  Communion        Great Waltham

Sunday 24th  10am  Family Service    Ford End

                       11am  Communion        Chignals 

Still Waters every Thursday Evening 
 6.00pm – 6.30pm held at St Martin’s Little 

Waltham
     "An oasis of calm in our otherwise busy lives".      

Please join us.

Contact: Alison Creighton  Parish Administrator
Tel: 07957 228467

admin@littleandgreat.org.uk

From The Vicarage

As the football season soon draws to a 
close, there’s a familiar mix of relief, 
frustration, and quiet pride - whatever 
colours we wear. The final whistle 
reminds us that every season has its 

highs and lows, and that progress is rarely a straight 
line. Our village hedgerows are greening again, and it’s 
striking how nature and sport share a rhythm: effort, 
rest, renewal. Whether your team is celebrating or 
regrouping, this is a good moment to pause, take stock, 
and look ahead with a bit of hope. There’s always 
another season, another chance, another fresh start 
waiting. We go again. And even if football has let you 
down once too many, there’s always cricket!

Walthambury W I

A group of our members enjoyed an entertaining talk at the Chelmsford 
Theatre with Adam Frost of Gardener’s World fame – he was an 

excellent speaker. We have a full programme of events for the Spring/Summer with 
garden visits, lunches, theatre trips and walks planned.
At our April meeting we welcomed Yvonne Lawrence, who talked about a well-
researched history of Chelmsford cinemas and theatres. Many of us had nostalgia trips, 
bringing back memories of our youth!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 12th May, 7:00 for 7:30pm start at the Legion Hall 
when we will hear from Fiona Rose on the Life & Work of William Morris. This will be 
followed by our Annual meeting.
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

The Romans introduced wine making to the UK and vines were cultivated to some extent until World War I when land 
was needed for growing food. Viticulture (the process of growing grapes) began to revive in the 1970s with warmer 
summers and the development of grape varieties suited to English conditions. Today, we have several successful 
vineyards in The Hundred Parishes.
One of the first was Chilford Hall in Linton parish. It was run by the Alper family for 50 years before changing hands 
in 2024. The new owners continue to manage the 20-acre vineyard alongside their Grillo Outdoor Kitchen business.  
In Great Bardfield, Great Lodge produces its own wines from six different grape varieties. The vineyard is open to 
visitors midweek from May to September and there is also a wedding venue on site. Website: https://www.greatlodge.
co.uk/vineyard/

In Saffron Walden, the first vines were planted at Saffron Grange in 2008. The family business 
is now well established, producing white sparkling wines and offering vineyard tours for small 
groups from mid-April.  Website: https://www.saffrongrange.com/  In Stansted Mountfitchet, a 
new vineyard was planted in 2021 on a south-facing slope. The first grapes were harvested in 
2023 and wine from the Gunyah Vineyard (pictured left) is now on sale. Website: https://www.
thegunyahvineyard.com/ . This vineyard can be seen across the valley from Hundred Parishes 
walk number 137. Ken McDonald, Secretary

Little Waltham Gardening Club

Little Waltham Gardening Club celebrated Spring at our recent Spring Flower Show.  
Despite the very changeable and damaging weather prior to the Show, there were a good number of 
entries in the spring flower and vegetable classes. There was excellent support for the craft, cookery 
and photography classes.  Members and an encouraging number of visitors enjoyed homemade 

refreshments and bought plants from the larger than usual plant stall.

Our next Club meeting will be on Wednesday 6th May, 7.30pm at Little Waltham Memorial Hall when Nick Dobson 
will be giving two presentations- one on his ‘ Passion for Pelargoniums’, and the other ‘ Fuchsias, the Three Virtues’.  
Please come along and join us for the evening, we’d be pleased to welcome you.

In May, June, July and August members are looking forward to afternoon visits to local gardens.

Our evening meetings recommence on Wednesday 2nd September when Brian Carline will giving a presentation 
on ‘The Science of Plants’.

For more information, please phone Maggie Williams 01245 360042 or see website
www.littlewalthamgardeningclub.co.uk
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Parish
Directory

To advertise in the
Parish News, please
contact us by email 

on
gwparishnews@gmail.

com

Structural Steelwork,
Steel Fabrication, Gates,

Railings and anything
for the garden

Tel: 01245 237233

enquiries@plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Unit 20, Warners Farm,
Main Road, Howe Street
Chelmsford CM3 1BL

www.plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

MOT's, Vehicle Servicing
Tyres, Vehicle Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Repair
Clutches, Welding

Free Local Collection

"We look forward to seeing you 
and your car"

Neil and Sarah

Unit 1 Walthambury Farm
Pleshey Road, Great Waltham

CM3 1AZ

www.woodautomotive.co.uk
01245 361180

Wood
AutomotiveThe Rose & Crown 

between
Little Waltham and Great Waltham

A Great Little Pub and 
Restaurant with good food, and 
a warm and friendly atmosphere

Open All Day

Ben and his staff will be 
delighted to welcome you.

If you want to ensure a table is 
available

Telephone 01245 360359

www.roseandcrowngreatwaltham.
co.uk
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The Parish News relies 
entirely on advertising to 

pay its printing costs. 

Please support the 
magazine by renewing 
your advert or taking out an 
advert to promote your 
b u s i n e s s . Vo l u n t e e r s 
deliver to approximately 
1000 households in the 

Parish. 

For more information, 
email 

gwparishnews@gmail.com
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Barefoot  Healing
Ford End

Chelmsford
07957985192

Treatments available
Reflexology

Hopi Ear Candling
Mian Dui Facial Ritual

Hand reflexology

All Aspects of Carpentry and 
Building

Listed building works

TIMBER ASPECTS
CONSTRUCTION

“Building on Reputation” 
Est 1997

Extensions
Kitchens 
Cladding

Bathrooms
Plastering

Maintenance 
Mini digger and dumper hire with 

driver
Registered waste carrier and dealer

Call Tim 07770 877669

A Gt Waltham based Business

SBC Building Services

General Building Works
Extensions

Construction works
Ensuring compliance with

building codes and regulations.
Free Quotations

Contact Steve Hayward
07947544129

sbcbuildingservices41@gmail.com

Village Roofing ServicesLtd
• New Roofs, repairs and    
 general maintenance
• 24 hour emergency call out
• Chimneys and Lead work
• Blocked guttering& drains

01245 843169
07946 242 636

Email:info@villageroofing.co.uk

-  Flail Mowing
-  All types of Fencing

-  Tractor Mounted Hedge 
Cutting

 07812 855146 / 01279 801335

          www.jrservices.info
jrservices449@gmail.com

    Freeman Farm Logs
Seasoned hard wood & 

mixed wood
available delivered in bulk 

bags.
Mini bags available for 

collection.
www.freeman-contractors.co.uk
Fitzandrews Farm, Howe Street
Tel 01245 360232 / 07710622611



Great Waltham C of E Primary 
School

It has been a busy and exciting time at school, with 
many opportunities for our children to shine.

On Monday 16th March, Class Africa attended the 
Infant Music Festival at Christ Church in Chelmsford. 
The children performed There’s a Sunflower in My 
Pocket, delighting the audience as they sang, danced and played instruments. They were wonderful ambassadors 
for the school and made us extremely proud.

We would also like to say a big well done and thank you to everyone who took part in our Science Fair. The standard 
of work was fantastic and it was lovely to see so much curiosity, creativity and enthusiasm for learning. 

More recently, two of our pupils, Zara and Feyi, attended the Diocesan Growing Future Leaders Summit. They 
learned about leadership, upstanders and bystanders, and even created music together in the cathedral. They are 
now looking forward to working with Mrs Brooks to plan a collective worship to share their learning with the whole 
school.
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Ford End Senior 
Tea

New Spring/Summer 
Time of 2.30pm

The next tea will be on Monday 
18th May 2.30pm at Woodstock, 
Church Lane, Ford End. If you are 
new or thinking of coming do phone 
so I can decide how many cakes to 
provide.Hope to see you all and 
catch up for a good chat. 

Anyone interested or has not been 
before or for more information  
please ring Sheila Bearman on 
01245 237335 or 07977 077945

Pat Pepper

We are sad to announce 
the recent passing of Pat 
Pepper. The funeral will 
take place at St Mary and 
St Lawrence, Great 
Waltham, church on 12th 
May at 1pm. 
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FORD END GARDEN CLUB

On the 10th April a group of us visited 
Feeringbury Manor gardens in Feering 
which is open under the National Garden 
Scheme. It was a bright but chilly day and 

we enjoyed exploring this 10 acre garden which has the River 
Blackwater flowing through it. There is an arboretum with many 
unusual trees and there was a beautiful circular lawn planted 
with many types 
of small spring 
bulbs. This looked 
stunning on the 
day of our visit. 
There was also 
another circular 
lawn with 
cowslips. This is a 
garden to be 
enjoyed at 
different times 
throughout the 
year.
Our annual plant 
sale and coffee morning is on Saturday 9th May from 10.0am 
to 12.0am in Ford End village hall. There is an entrance fee of 
£3 (children are free) which includes tea/coffee and cake. Apart 
from the many wonderful plants for sale there will be a raffle 
and cake stall so why not come along, fill your gardens with 
colour this summer and have a coffee and chat with friendly 
gardeners.
The garden club is having a self drive visit to Copped Hall on 
Sunday 7th June and we will be meeting in the Ford End village 
car park at 1.0pm. This is an open day at Copped Hall and we 
will be having a guided tour around the walled garden. 
Refreshments are available at the Hall and tickets are £8 if 
purchased on the day but £7 if bought online.
The garden club’s annual barbecue will be on Wednesday 15th 
July at a garden in North End and more details will be available 
later.
We hope to see many of you at our Plant Sale and Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 9th May.

It’s May – S�ll A Great Time 
To Hire An Allotment!

We have vacancies at both 
sites situated in Great 

Waltham, varying from small starter plots to large 
plots. Prices vary depending on the size of the plot, 
please contact clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.
co.uk for further information. Hirers are welcome 
from within the Parish and surrounding Parishes.

Great Waltham Parish
 Community Care 

Group
The aim of the group is to provide short term and 
ongoing help to meet the needs of elderly local 
residents for whom there is no statutory provision. 
Predominately this will involve providing transport to 
local doctor and hospital appointments.
If you require the services of the group, please 

call our
 co-ordinators who are;

Gill Mitchel 01245  362215
John Lattimore, Chairman 01245 363818

Essex Voices present Song of Songs
A programme of music setting words from The Song 
of Solomon, also known as the Song of Songs. We 
shall perform settings by Palestrina, the master of 
sixteenth-century counterpoint, alongside settings 
of the same or similar words by his contemporaries 
and more recent composers. Come with us as we 
evoke the spices and scents wafting in the air, the 
endearments of the lovers as they meet, and the 
beauties of nature as spring unfurls. You can book 
tickets on the events page at www.essexvoices.org
and we hope to see you there.
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Great Waltham Parish Council
The Pavilion, Great Waltham Recreation Ground, South Street, Great Waltham, CM3 1DF.     

Clerk, W J Adshead-Grant.  Tel: 07880 717329. E Mail:  clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk

Thank you for all of the contributions to this edition of the Great Waltham Parish News. Please send your contributions 
for the next issue, together with any enquiries or advertising requests, by email to: gwparishnews@gmail.com. The 
last date for inclusion in the June issue is 16th May 2026

This is a summary of some items discussed at the March 2026 meeting of the Parish Council.  For full details, please 
check out the full and approved minutes of all Council meetings on the parish website (e-voice.org.uk/
greatwalthamparish).

At the meeting members of the public drew our attention to their concerns regarding the condition of Black Chapel 
Lane, North End, a protected lane.  We agreed to refer the matter to our Highways & Transport Committee for a 
detailed assessment.  In addition, we also referred an item on pavement parking to the Committee – we are aware of 
issues raised both at our meetings and elsewhere on how badly parked vehicles affect pedestrians, especially those 
using disability scooters or pushing prams or buggies.  We continue to encourage drivers to park with consideration for 
those who have to use footways.

We noted progress in relation to both the ongoing build of the Council’s new website and the review of parish byelaws 
for our recreation grounds and village greens, as well as initial work to formalise a policy reflecting our approach to 
safeguarding and, if applicable, training volunteers who undertake work at Council led or events.

We agreed to take up the City Council’s offer to nominate small works we would like to see under its ‘Love your 
Chelmsford’ initiative.  We put forward a request for a road sweep along the full length of Church Lane, Ford End, and 
for the benches on land at the junction of Pleshey Road and Woods Road, Ford End to be pressure washed.  Hopefully, 
by the time you read this our submissions have been accepted and the works completed.

For greater security and compliance, from the beginning of April, the Council’s members and employees switched to 
using gov.uk email addresses (see our Clerk’s new address above).  Councillors’ new addresses follow a similar format 
incorporating our surnames; for instance, my new contact address is cllr.gilbert@gtwaltham-pc.gov.uk.

The Council’s AGM and next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday 26th May 2026 at Ford End Village Hall, starting at 
7.30pm.  All are welcome to attend our public meetings.

Steve Gilbert,Chair


