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Great Waltham’s 17* Christmas Tree Festlval

— The Community Network and Parochial Church Council
joined up to organise a festive weekend. The Christmas trees
i were decorated on a theme of “an occupation.” The
Community Network’s tree celebrating NHS nurses and
. doctors was voted the best by the poII of nearly 400 people

On Sunday, the Parish
Council lights at Banbury
Square were switched on
by Betty Croot, who
celebrated her 100th
birthday in 2025.
; "\\ Afterwards, hundreds of
8\ parents and children
went into the church for an enchanting Christingle service.

Gingerbread The Broads Green Christmas Tree
& Christmas " hered
any gathere
Pudding in Broads Green
WOI‘kShOpS for the lighting of

the first village
Christmas tree.
A d a m
Greenaway who
had initiated the
project said;

The Broads Green Christmas tree was an immense
success! Thank you for the support of the Parish
Council; and thank you to all the residents of Broads
Green who supported me with transport, frames,
supports, decorations, maintenance and donations.
A real community effort and we received great
feedback from residents and people passing through

The  Community
" Network organized
their 8" Christmas Pudding Workshop, attended by 40
adults. It included a
fun quiz and carols
from the village choir
in the interval. But we |
also decided to run a 7558
Gingerbread
Workshop for our

younger villagers. | the village!

Twenty children

mixed, rolled, cut out, baked and decorated their . . .
gingerbread men. In the interval while the gingerbread Inside this months Great Waltham Parish
men were in the oven, they had hot chocolate and News

decorated little wooden gingerbread men tree Local club updateS,ChriStmaS celebrations in the

parish, local events, children’s playground update,
parish council news, church notices, local events, and
more than two pages of adverts for almost every
need.

decorations. They took them home in beautiful boxes.

The Community Network plans to run these events again
in 2026.

gwparishnews@gmail.com




From The Vicarage

Last summer | embarked on the Christian
practice of Lent which is usually
undertaken in the build up to Easter in the
springtime. | had been wrestling some
destructive habits and struggling to pray so Lent at that
time was a peculiar gift to me. Once | began pondering
Lent out of season — snap! Lent did what | suppose Lent
has done for many centuries to
' those who have given themselves
fully to its rehearsals. As a result |
wrote a collection of poetry, prose
and prayer, ASUMMER LENT. If you
~ observe Lent or you're thinking
- about it please use the QR code to
' grab my book as a companion in the
lead up to Easter. Peace. Dan.
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GRACEFIELDS
Church of England Services
February 2026
Sunday 1st 11.00am Communion Great Waltham
Sunday 8" 11.00am  Communion Ford End
Sunday 15" 11.00am  Communion Great Waltham
Weds 18" 7.30pm  Ash Wednesday
Service Little Waltham
Sunday 22" 10.00am Family Service Ford End
11.00am Communion Chignals

Still Waters every Thursday Evening
6.00pm — 6.30pm held at St Martin’s Little
Waltham
"An oasis of calm in our otherwise busy lives".
Please join us.

Contact: Alison Creighton Parish Administrator
Tel: 07957 228467
admin@littleandgreat.org.uk

Services at Blackchapel, North End
February 2026

Sunday 1%t at 3pm
Sunday 15" at 3pm

Joan Harvey

16™ April 1929 — 15" January
2026

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of
Joan on the 15" January 2026.

Joan lived with her husband, Ted, in Mill Cottage
Howe Street for many years before moving to
Norfolk. Some of you may remember them both from
their time in the village.

Although there will not be a funeral service, all are

welcome at Great Waltham Church graveyard on
Monday 16" February 26 at 12pm for some words of
remembrance.

GREAT WALTHAM FRIENDSHIP
CLUB

Our next meeting will be Monday 16th Feb
when we will have a music quiz and plan the
year ahead.

gwparishnews@gmail.com

World Day of Prayer
Will be held on
Friday 6™ March
at St Andrews Church 3
Good Easter 1
11am i,

“I will give you rest”

Each year, on this day, Christians of many cultures, traditions
and races in over 120 countries around the world reunite in
prayer. Our sisters in Nigeria invite us to join them for the
World Day of Prayer on Friday 6" March 2026. The service
they have prepared reflects on the theme “I will give you
rest.” The World Day of Prayer is am international, women
led ecumenical movement that shares the hopes, concerns
and prayers of women around the globe. Each year, women
from a different country craft a service, sharing their unique
spiritual journey and culture. For 2026, the women of Nigeria
have created a service that speaks to our need for peace and
solace, drawing on their faith and experiences in a world
filled with struggles and anxieties. Please join us, everyone is
welcome.

Little Waltham United Reformed Church
Services for February 2026
Contact: Liz Hagon - 01245 360874
All services begin at 10.30am

Sunday 1%t - Colin Rackham
Sunday 8" - John Amos
Sunday 15" - John De Lacy
Sunday 22" - |an Miller

Other Events
Coffee and Cake - Thursday 5" at 10am until 12 noon
Coffee Morning - Saturday 21t at 10am until 11am




LITTLE WALTHAM GARDENING CLUB

% Happy New Year!
== March 4th - we hold our AGM, when hopefully a few volunteers will come forward to help running

will have every opportunity to put forward their views about running the Club. It would be a great
shame if Little Waltham Gardening Club were to close.
SPRING SHOW, SATURDAY 11th APRIL in The Memorial Hall.
There are classes for everyone - you don'’t need to be a Gardening Club member or live in Little Waltham. We will
have classes for spring flowers and veg, cookery, craft, flower arranging and photography.
Schedules of classes can be downloaded from www.littlewalthamgardeningclub.co.uk
Or from Marion (01245 361857), or Maggie ( 01245 360042)

Please don’t be shy of entering, we’d welcome as many entries as possible.

Please let Marion know which classes you would like to enter by Wednesday 8th April. Entries to be on the show
benches by 10.15 please.
MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY - please come to visit our show between 1.30 - 4.30pm . We'll have a bumper plant
stall and homemade refreshments.
Wednesday 6th May - evening meeting. * A Passion for Pelargoniums’ and ‘Fuchsias - the three virtues’, by Nick
Dobson. We have afternoon outings planned for May, June,July and August. Please see website for more
information.
All our evening meetings (at 7.30pm), and the Spring Show take place in the Memorial Hall where there is plenty of
parking. Visitors and new members are very welcome - please come to see what we do one evening - we always
learn something new! Visitors -£3.00 Annual Subscription - £10.00
For more information, please phone M Williams ( 01245 360042), or 07772 463397)
Looking forward to meeting you.
Maggie Williams (Chairperson and acting secretary)
www.littlewalthamgardeningclub.co.uk

The Great Waltham Playground Makeover — Exciting Update!

We’re excited to share that Project Playground is now moving from planning
into action, with stage one officially underway. Orders for the new Toddler Area
have been placed and, subject to the weather, we’re hopeful this will be
installed by the end of March. This progress has only been possible thanks to
the fantastic support we’ve received so far. We've successfully used £17,000
in grant funding, alongside over £3,000 raised through public donations and
sponsorship from local companies. Stage one represents a major milestone for
the project, this phase totalling around £62,000. :
With the Toddler Area taking shape, our focus now turns to stage two — the

Junior Area. This next phase will require significant fundraising, with a target of around £100,000 to create an
exciting and inclusive space for older children. T ————

It's been wonderful to see the community enthusiasm for the project so far, and we're @é“‘;""‘:ﬁé@

incredibly grateful to everyone who has been involved. 5
As always, every donation, share, and show of support helps us get closer to creating a %‘.i.{iﬂﬁ?
playground the whole community can enjoy for years to come. If you have any fundraising | ;i

ideas or want to get involved with the project please do contact us on:|:=: gi
gtwalthamplayground@gmail.com E] R
And please do donate/share: gofundme.com/f/great-waltham-playground-refresh-2025 SCAN TO DONATE

VILLAGE a1 Walthambury W I

e “z It has been a busy couple of months. At our December

%5’ PAN CAKE . \? Christmas meeting we enjoyed a variety of food contributed by

ay‘gié WI members and were entertained by Great Waltham Village

RACES g Choir. Thank you to the choir for making it a very special
evening. The newly formed ‘Book Group’ met in December to plan for
Sunday 292nd Fap 2pm the future. The village annual Christmas Tree Festival, organised by the

Bl W Community Network, took place in Great Waltham Church where many
ossom Vvay trees were decorated by local organisations, F 1
(off Cherry Garden Rd) including a beautiful tree by our WI.
_ - We are looking forward to several outings in
Teams of 4 - can be children, February including, lunch at the Beehive, seeing

adults or mixed —open to all the snowdrops at Easton Lodge and the ‘lllegal §
£1 per person (Adult or Child) Eagles’ & ‘We Will Rock You’ at the Chelmsford |
Bingyour aum pan an pancake Theatre. We thoroughly enjoyed a talk by Andrew [
Helpfulif you let us know in advance —email Wiltshire- ‘Introducing Beatrix Potter’ on 13th @
jOanna,2.steel@?btinternet.com oryour Scout Leader January. Our next meeting is on Tuesday 10th :
* orizes & refreshments % February at the British Legion Hall at 7:00 for E8eS
Netwerk and Waltham Scouts 7:30 start and will be a craft workshop lead by

Should there be inclement weather on the
day, check out CN's wcbpagc for update:
https: ice.org.L \amparish/g munity-network/

gwparishnews@gmail.com

Karen Odinga.




Parish
Directory

To advertise in the

Parish News, please

contact us by email
on

gwparishnews@gmail.
com

it needs

PRINTING

from Stationery & Leaflets o
a Bespoke Glossy Brochure

GIVE US A CALL

Fast * Efficient * to Budget

221 itho

- 01787 479479
E: info@fmlitho.co.uk
\W: www.fmlitho.co.uk

. The Rose & Crown @

between
Little Waltham and Great Waltham
A Great Little Pub and
Restaurant with good food, and
a warm and friendly atmosphere
Open All Day

Ben and his staff will be
delighted to welcome you.

If you want to ensure a table is
available

Telephone 01245 360359

www.roseandcm@ngreatwaltham.

fofeilito] 5 |

Wood

Automotive

MOT's, Vehicle Servicing
Tyres, Vehicle Diagnostics
Air Conditioning Repair
Clutches, Welding
Free Local Collection

"We look forward to seeing you
and your car"

Neil and Sarah

Unit 1 Walthambury Farm
Pleshey Road, Great Waltham
CM3 1AZ

www.woodautomotive.co.uk

01245 361180

JCMSERVICES

1 JEM-SERVICES.CO.UK | 01245 408 777

ARBORICULTURAL
SERVICES

DOl

MAINTENANCE

01245 408777

www.,jcm-services.co.uk
james@jcm-services.couk

¢LESHE}

FORGE LTD.

Structural Steelwork,
Steel Fabrication, Gates,
Railings and anything
for the garden
Tel: 01245 237233

enquiries@plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Unit 20, Warners Farm,
Main Road, Howe Street
Chelmsford CM3 1BL
www.plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

i

Willsher and Son

Electrical Contractors

e Al work insured and certificates
issued where applicable

e No job too small, free estimates

e  Based in Great Waltham
Reliable family business

07970 759565
info@willsherandson.co.uk
www.willsherandson.co.uk

or find us on Facebook

Electrical Safety
Register

- Sa +— % ECA

Ponds, Waterfalls, Streams,
Fountains & Wildlife Ponds

Damp & Bog Gardens
Cleaning, Maintenance & Renovation
Service for existing ponds
Call Keith: 07468 451416
Email: keith@aqualifegallery.co.uk

Jayne’s

10 week termly upholstery
classes
held at
Little Waltham and Great
Totham
For more information contact
Jayne on 07881816889
or email
jayne.interiors @googlemail.com

A& W Gowers LTD
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A facal family run company with many vears of

experience providing bespoke joinery fo trade
and private customers.
Comyervation, Restoration, Ondinary or
Ci IPOFAFY, We Calt tire and install
all fypes of work.

Windows Fifted Furniture
Duaors Kilchens
Conservation Wrrdrobes
Gaies Hookcases

Stairs —attid much more

For free friendly advice and estimates please
contae us ai
hmmzawgnwer.\'.co.uk
{owe Streed. Grear Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briguettes

(92

5

Old Park ﬂ eaam

Natural Burial Ground

We offer burials and a
interments, funerals,
services and wakes.

Adaptable to any ceremony
anda ?’Om letely
persona service.

Reserving a plot in advance
is also possible.

Chelmsford Plumbing &
Heating Services

Trustworthy family run business

All calls answered personally
Confirmed bookings given
*Boiler services, breakdowns, repairs
*New boilers and heating systems
*Plumbing repairs
*Gas, Oil, LPG and Electrical work
No job too small

Work covered by 12-month guarantee
01245 478588

Email:
sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.com

01245 806332 oldparkmeadow.co.uk
Coppice Lane, North End, Between
Chelmsford & Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6E 3PL

Commercial and gensral public Baes
welcoms with sasy acoess for all cars and vans

Yard sales from A D Fuel Qils Ltd
Banters Lane, Great Lsighs, Nr. Chalmalord, Essax CM3 10X
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday: 8am - Spm
Saturday: 8am - 1pm
01245 362616 - www.adfueleils.co.uk

ditive for Aga's)

YOUR
LOCAL
COUNTRY
STORE

O

ernest/ipoE
power

FYFIELD, ONGAR CM5 ONS
TEL: 01277 899464

The Parish News relies
entirely on advertising to
pay its printing costs.

Please support the
magazine by renewing
your advert or taking out an
advert to promote your
business.Volunteers
deliver to approximately
1000 households in the
Parish.
For more information,
email
gwparishnews@gmail.com




GREEN MAN

HOWE ST,
VALENTINE’S DAY AT GALVIN

GREEN MAN

3 COURSE MENU WITH
BUBBLES & CHEF’S CANAPE.
RESTAURANT - £90PP
PuB - £80PP

WWW.GALVINRESTAURANTS.COM

MAIN RD, HOWE STREET, GREAT WALTHAM, CHELMSFORD
<©M3 18G.

Foster
Therapies
Specialist Acupuncture for Women's

Health, Fertility & Pregnancy
3 '@ \

B ==

Fertility IVF Support Pregnancy
\ I8 2 L. I~
/) ‘ T
- ) A P2 K e
Women's Health scar Therapy Other Theraples

Contact now for 10% off your first appointment

/ -

L4
; Hayley Foster

BOWMAN

Hilsiss

Specialists in media units, fitted
' d built in cabinetry.

ALL ABOUT
GARDENS

Garden Maintenance
& Clearance

Tree Surgery
& Removal

Hard Landscaping

TIMBER ASPECTS
CONSTRUCTION

“B uiIdin% 0{11§S?Uta tion”
S

All Aspects of Carpentry and
Building
Listed building works
Bathrooms
Plastering
Maintenance

Extensions
Kitchens
Cladding

Mini digger and dumper hire with

driver
Registered waste carrier and dealer

1 hayley@fostertherapies.co.uk .
i www.fostertherapies.co.uk Call Tim 07770 877669
= 07877992564
A Gt Waltham based Business
/ H Q 'I\
FREEMAN

—— FARM LOGS —

Freeman Farm Logs
Seasoned hard wood &
mixed wood
available delivered in bulk
bags.

Mini bags available for
collection.
www.freeman-contractors.
co.uk
Fitzandrews Farm, Howe
Street
Tel 01245 360232 / 07710622611

Vlllage Roofing ServicesLtd

New Roofs, repairs and
general maintenance
* 24 hour emergency call out
*  Chimneys and Lead work
* Blocked guttering& drains

01245 843169
07946 242 636
Email:info@villageroofing.co.uk

Chedk

trade C'W&P

SBC Building Services

/e

General Building Works
Extensions
Construction works
Ensuring compliance with
building codes and regulations.
Free Quotations
Contact Steve Hayward
07947544129

sbebuildingservices4 1 @gmail.com

SERVICES

Q. ) COUNTRYSIDE MAINTEMNANCE

tr:\

- Flail Mowing
- All types of Fencing
- Tractor Mounted Hedge
Cutting
07812 855146 / 01279 801335
www.jrservices.info

jrservices449@gmail.com

Are you struggling to find the time o get
everything done?
Is your life one constant balancing aci?
Why don't you let me lighten the Joad

Let me be your exira pair of hands,
helping you creatle balance in your life

y
N0,
=\r=

#

Francesca Bradford

07780614747

foradford. handylittlehelper@gmail.com
www handylittiehelper. co.uk

A\

ARTHUR FRAI
ACCOUNTANC

Our aim?
To add value to your business,
help it grow and reduce stress
so that you can focus on other
critical aspects of your business.
Ltd Company Accounts and
Corporation Tax Returns
Business Consultancy
Cash Flow Management
Bookkeeping

01245922025
info@arthurfrancisaccountancy.co.uk

Sustainably reared in Gt Waltham

ORDER ONLINE OR VISIT THE FARM
SATURDAYS 10AM-12PM

WILDANDROOTEDFARMING.CO.UK

Barefoot Healing
Ford End
Chelmsford
07957985192

Treatments available
Reflexology
Hopi Ear Candling
Mian Dui Facial Ritual
Hand reflexology

Natasha Allison
Physiotherapy

Womens’ Health Physiotherapy.

* Mummy MOT

¢ Pelvic floor dysfunction

* Antenatal Physiotherapy

¢ Postnatal Physiotherapy

® Scar treatment/management
* All obstetric & gynaecology issues

| Physiotherapy.

* Sports injuries
* Post-orthopaedic surgery
* Chronic pain

naphysiotherapy@gmail.com
07766500388
www.restoreyourcore.co.uk

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value 0Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[ Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors
&= No Call Out Charge
& No Fix No Fee
@ All Work Fully Guaranteed
@ 10% Senior Citizen Discount
For More Advice & Help
call Christopher:

07772111 222

www .christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Ve

gwparishnews@gmail.com



01245 801642 @:‘j.eUer,/y www.gdculpin.o

Yéretage Molor & Ergiricerireg €o

Repair Service RENTO R

Based in Ford End providing high quality service and repair to a variety of &
Veteran and Vintage vehicles.

O e st saraty Inapechons, preservation ni evaract Chelmsford's Premier Luxury Builder
T e New builds - Conversions - Extensions - Refurbishments
. ur e os is o repair and conserve wh_ere\{er posslll:‘vle .
using traditional skills and methods thus maintaining originality. 01245 860863 . 07831 928220 . office[:d:woodmanhomes.co.uk

Email info@gdculpin.co.uk gdculpin.co.uk www.woodmanhomes.co.uk

C f f M ' Ford End Senior Great Waltham Parish

0TTee ommg Tea Community Care
The next tea will be on Group

Blackchapel, North End

Monday 9" February| |The aim of the group is to provide short
L 4 2pm at Woodstock,| [term and ongoing help to meet the
=== Church Lane, Ford| [needs of elderly local residents for
End. If you are new or thinking of| [whom there is no statutoryprovision.
coming do phone so | can decide| |Predominately this will involve
how many cakes to provide.Hope| |providing transport to local doctor and
to see you all and catch up for a| [hospital appointments.

good chat. If you require the services of the
i : roup, please call our
Come and join your neighbours for a coffee and chat Anyone interested or has not been ?:o-ordiﬁators o At
before or for more information O
Last Wednesday in the month please ring Sheila Bearman on Wilrl]ldl\;llé,crgilt ggg:' g 453 63%%11583
10.30 - 12.00 01245237335 or 07977 077945 John Lattimore, Chairman 01245
g g 363818

%Thc Hawthorns
RETIREMENT LIVING,
THE COMFORT
OF HOME

rental m

- )
=1 =

Scan the QR code to see our upcoming events
01376 778356 | hawthornsretirement.co.uk

Meadow Park | Tortoiseshell Way | Braintree | Essex | CMTITD

gwparishnews@gmail.com



3 Get Ready For Spring -
g Hire An Allotment!
fu We have vacancies at both
§ sites situated in Great

"~ Waltham, varying from
small starter plots to large plots. Prices vary
depending on the size of the plot, please contact:
clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk for further
information. Hirers are welcome from within the
Parish and surrounding Parishes.

FED Wy,
A

Great Waltham Horticultural § -
Society

A,

A WAD
%
a3
Socrery ¥

.
‘P’lcu LT

On November 26" 2025 we held an Extraordinary
General Meeting regarding the future of the
Society. Eleven people came excluding the
committee and it was sadly decided by the
majority the society would cease as of December
315 2025.

Members will be informed as to the future of the
Hut which we have been discussing with the
Parish Council.

We would like to thank everyone who has been
part of the Society through helping and being a
member.

FORD END GARDEN CLUB
At our first meeting of 2026 we welcomed Chris Heaffey for his
talk ‘Plod to Plot’ when he regaled us with tales from his time in
the Essex Police Force. Chris was stationed in a number of
stations throughout Essex, transferred to the CID and served
at Stansted Airport. When Chris retired he turned to his interest
in gardening and growing vegetables which came from
spending time in his grandfather’s greenhouse as a young boy.
A farmer with land adjacent to Earls Colne airfield donated
three acres to the local community for the development of
allotments and Chris decided to cultivate one of these. This
project has grown and thrived with many social events
organised by the allotment holders taking place to share their
produce and experience of growing many types of fruit and
vegetables.
At the end of the evening Chris was asked to judge our
hyacinth competition and there mm
were many beautiful entries from g&
which to choose the overall
winner. The hyacinths this year
were a deep blue with lovely
scent and the winner was judged
to be Peter Jackson, so many |}
congratulations to him.
Our February meeting is on
Wednesday the 18th and we
have Mary Williams coming to talk about ‘Planting Seeds’. This
will start at 7.30pm in the Ford End village hall and everyone is
welcome as we love to see new faces.
The Garden Club plant sale and coffee morning this year will
be on Saturday 9th May.

Great Waltham C of E Primary
School

It was a pleasure to welcome the parents and
] oy carers of children in
Class Europe to join us
for lunch recently. The
children were so proud
to share their dining
® cxperience, and it was
wonderful to  see
families enjoying time
together in school. Thank you to everyone who was
able to come along and make the occasion so

special.

incredible creativity
happening in Year 6. As
part of their Inuit art
project, the pupils have
been working on soap
carvings inspired by
traditional Inuit
sculpture. The results are truly impressive —
intricate, expressive, and a testament to the
children’s patience and artistic skill.

A Very Busy Christmas for Great Waltham Village Choir

The village choir gave seven performances over the
Christmas period around the Great Waltham Parish. It
started in November with carol singing at the Community
Network Christmas Pudding Workshop when the choir sang
carols and songs for and with the pudding makers. An
enjoyable and stirring time was had by all. This was followed
by singing at the Great Waltham Primary School Christmas
Fair. A boisterous event for the choir in the village hall. On the
6" December the choir performed at the annual Community
Network Christmas Concert in the church alongside the Essex
Police Band. The concert is always a highlight of the year for
the village choir and inspiring occasion. Next came a
performance at the Great Waltham WI Christmas Dinner on
the 9" December and what an enjoyable occasion for both the
choir and the members of the WI. The singing of the choir and
the WI raised the roof of the British Legion roof.

This year, for the first time, the choir sang carols round the
tree in Banbury Square and invited villagers to join them. The
weather was kind to us and about forty choir members and
villagers assembled to sing as you can see from the
photograph taken by Barry Teader.On the 18" December the
choir sang carols at The Green Man and on the 30" December
we sang at the Bee Hive Parishioners Christmas Dinner. A
very jolly occasion for all involved and the refreshment
provided by Michael was much
appreciated.

Many thanks to all those who
invited the choir to their function
and a big thank you to the choir
who gave their time so willingly to
entertain and enhance the
Christmas of so many.

gwparishnews@gmail.com



Great Waltham Parish Council
The Pavilion, Great Waltham Recreation Ground, South Street, Great Waltham, CM3 1DF.
Clerk, W J Adshead-Grant. Tel: 07880 717329. E Mail: clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk

This is a summary of some items discussed at the November and December 2025 meetings of the Parish Council. For
full details, please check out the full and approved minutes of all Council meetings on the parish website (e-voice.org.
uk/greatwalthamparish).

We agreed responses to two important consultations. First, that on local government reorganisation in Essex, where
of those being consulted on we agreed to support the five new unitary-authorities model. And second, Chelmsford City
Council’s request for input on its proposals for additional housing sites to help meet new targets. Here we restricted
our comments to the only site in the parish, land south of Ford End School, and stated a preference for fewer that the
75 new dwellings being proposed, but still including as part of the development traffic management upgrades
(principally an average speed camera system on the B1008 through the village), and improvement works for Ford End
recreation ground, village hall, and school.

The first phase of the Great Waltham Recreation Ground play area upgrade (for the refurbishment of the toddlers’ area)
was approved at a cost of £ £62,220, excluding VAT. The project work to fundraise for the remainder of the proposed
new equipment will continue in 2026/27 and beyond.

We agreed to chair the committee of local residents to help facilitate the erection of the Christmas tree at Broad’s

Green. We also agreed to renew the public car parking agreement with Great Waltham Village Hall for another year.
We approved costs to replace the wooden posts and renovate the chains around the war memorial at Banbury Square,
and also those to replace the roof of the adjacent bus stop shelter with slates rather than the current cedar shingles,
this being seen as a sensible long-term approach approved by the City Council heritage officer.

We noted the decision to wind-up Great Waltham Horticultural Society, and agreed to work with it to determine the
future of the trading hut located on the Brook Mead allotment site.

We agreed the Council’'s new budget and precept demand. Subject to higher authority ratification, the parish council
element of Great Waltham residents’ 2026/27 Council Tax bill will increase by 4.9%, following the 1.9% decrease for
2025/26.

The Council’s next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday 17" February 2026 at Ford End Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.
All are welcome to attend our public meetings. Steve Gilbert Chair

FILM

Stondon
Singers

to Light:

“A Choral Journey
Through Easter

AN\
ﬁ I | From Darkness

TV
RADIO
QUIZ

Test your knowledge of theme tunes, clips

Join Leah and Ferne for an exciting
evening of bingo!

Help them raise funds for their World
Challenge expedition to Africa in July 2026

and dialogue from Films, TV and Radio 7.30pm -eaturin Enjoy the games, win raffle prizes, and
th Saturday - B support an inspiring cause!
h
Sat 14 Feb 7.00pm s E b Adults Cash Bingo - £10 per ticket
’ 3 Kids Bingo - £4 per ticket
. Raffle tick ilable now £1a ticket, £5
Village Hall, Great Waltham Church of - * FOOD AVAILABLE ON THE NIGHT
. : : 2 St Mary & St -
Adult - £10, C:;Id - £2.50 mcl:qdl:g;uppler, bar, prizes Lawrandl e . . 6 ml
uizmaster — Mike Stee Great Waltham e a 886760 27 FEB zm PM Challe

Tables of 6 to 8 of family, friends, the kids o

or we can add you to a table
email Joanna.2 steel@btinternet.com by Mon 9" February

ADULTS BINGO 7PM
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - GREAT WALTHAM

TO BOOK TICKETS - MESSAGE

GREAT WALTHAM VISITS CEYRAT - JULY 2026

| oo = —~ In late July, Twinning members from the
= | parish will visit our twinned town of Ceyrat for
i 2 week, staying with French hosts in their
homes, and being taken out and about to
places of interest, organised by Ceyrat
Twinning. We have members of all ages,
families, couples, singles. No need to speak
French — we all muddle through somehow!

Magnificat

Saturday 28™ March 2026
7pm

With special guest
Martin Palmeri

Brentwood & Ingatestone Choral Society
‘Waltham Singers - Director Andrew Fardell

e Wiyt =0 Thinking about it???? NOW is the time to act! See our webpage on
the greatwalthamparish website or email me for more information —
joanna.2.steel@btinternet.com.

Thank you for all of the contributions to this edition of the Great Waltham Parish News. Please send your contributions
for the next issue, together with any enquiries or advertising requests, by email to: gwparishnews@gmail.com. The
last date for inclusion in the March issue is February 19th 2026

gwparishnews@gmail.com




