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Ford End Scarecrow Festival - June 2025

For the fourth time running, this time on the 22nd June, lots and lots of scarecrows descended upon the village of 
Ford End, as well as lots of visitors, who very generously walked round the scarecrow trail on a hot day, guessed the 
riddle, ate ice creams, and had a cup of tea and a slice of cake in the church yard. Rev Dan very kindly judged the 
scarecrows (which always entails a bit of light-hearted competitiveness amongst those residents displaying 
scarecrows), and lo and behold, Rev Dan kept appearing everywhere - there were two Rev Dan scarecrows on 
display! This year, we had everything from a Trump scarecrow to Mary Mary Quite Contrary, and from Wicked to 
Jeremy Clarkson on display. We hope you enjoy the photos. This year, after expenses, we raised £668.98 for the 
church and village hall, but, equally importantly, it was an excellent community event. The organisers would like to 
say a HUGE thank you to everyone involved!!

Inside this months Great Waltham Parish News
Great Waltham Primary School performance, Gardening Club visits, Church Services, Play area project,
Parish Council Update, Ford End Senior Teas, Community Care Group and more than two pages of adverts for 
almost every need.
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Walthambury W I

This month was all about gardens! We 
had a guided private tour around the 
house and NGS gardens of Blunt’s 

Hall, Witham. It was a splendid visit in the 
sunshine, with knowledgeable hosts telling us 
about the history and garden reconstruction, 
followed by an excellent cream tea. Our July 
meeting was held at a local resident’s garden in 
Great Waltham, where we enjoyed socialising 
and exploring the beautiful landscaped 
gardens, followed by a garden quiz, tea and a 
wonderful selection of homemade cakes 
supplied by our members. We have a High 
Easter walk, a croquet taster session and lunch 
at the Compasses all coming up.

       Great Waltham Horticultural Society
Don’t Forget The HUT open on Sundays 
10.00 - 11.00 for your gardening 
The ANNUAL SHOW on September  
20th 2pm - 4.30pm.    Show schedules 
available from Liz Bennion 
07850570075; email 
greatwalthamhortsoc@gmail.com or 
h t t p s : / / e v o i c e . o r g . u k / g r e a t w a l t h a m p a r i s h /
greatwalthamhorticulturalsociety.
We look forward to your entries or coming to the show to see all the 
exhibits and enjoy tea, coffee and cakes by the Twinning 
Association

Great Waltham Recreation Ground Play Area - We 
Need You!

It was lovely to share our ideas with so many children at the Great 
Waltham School Fete recently and plans for the new play area at 
the recreation ground are progressing well. Thanks to your 
support, we’ve raised £1,610 so far. Our goal is big - £160,000 - 
but with the whole community behind us, we believe it’s possible. 
Now’s the time to get involved. We’re calling on residents and 
local businesses to help shape this much-needed revamp. 
Whether it’s a donation, sponsorship, or simply spreading the 
word - every action counts. 

A children’s play area for the whole community, let’s make it 
happen together. Join us at the Play in the Park event at Great 
Waltham Recreation Ground on Wednesday 13th August to see 
what we’ve been working on!
Get in touch: gtwalthamplayground@gmail.com
Donate/share: gofundme.com/f/great-waltham-playground-
refresh-2025



gwparishnews@gmail.comgwparishnews@gmail.com

Parish
Directory

To advertise in the
Parish News, please
contact us by email on
gwparishnews@gmail.com

Structural Steelwork,
Steel Fabrication, Gates,

Railings and anything
for the garden

Tel: 01245 237233

enquiries@plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Unit 20, Warners Farm,
Main Road, Howe Street
Chelmsford CM3 1BL

www.plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

MOT's, Vehicle Servicing
Tyres, Vehicle Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Repair
Clutches, Welding

Free Local Collection

"We look forward to seeing you 
and your car"

Neil and Sarah

Unit 1 Walthambury Farm
Pleshey Road, Great Waltham

CM3 1AZ

www.woodautomotive.co.uk
01245 361180

Wood
AutomotiveThe Rose & Crown 

between
Little Waltham and Great Waltham

A Great Little Pub and 
Restaurant with good food, and 
a warm and friendly atmosphere

Open All Day

Ben and his staff will be 
delighted to welcome you.

If you want to ensure a table is 
available

Telephone 01245 360359

www.roseandcrowngreatwaltham.
co.uk
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Barefoot  Healing
Ford End

Chelmsford
07957985192

Treatments available
Reflexology

Hopi Ear Candling
Mian Dui Facial Ritual

Hand reflexology

All Aspects of Carpentry and 
Building

Listed building works

TIMBER ASPECTS
CONSTRUCTION

“Building on Reputation” 
Est 1997

Extensions
Kitchens 
Cladding

Bathrooms
Plastering

Maintenance 
Mini digger and dumper hire with 

driver
Registered waste carrier and dealer

Call Tim 07770 877669

A Gt Waltham based Business

SBC Building Services

General Building Works
Extensions

Construction works
Ensuring compliance with

building codes and regulations.
Free Quotations

Contact Steve Hayward
07947544129

sbcbuildingservices41@gmail.com

Village Roofing ServicesLtd
• New Roofs, repairs and    
 general maintenance
• 24 hour emergency call out
• Chimneys and Lead work
• Blocked guttering& drains

01245 843169
07946 242 636

Email:info@villageroofing.co.uk

-  Flail Mowing
-  All types of Fencing

-  Tractor Mounted Hedge 
Cutting

 07812 855146 / 01279 801335

          www.jrservices.info
jrservices449@gmail.com



    Freeman Farm Logs
Seasoned hard wood & mixed 

wood
available delivered in bulk 

bags.
Mini bags available for 

collection.

www.freeman-contractors.co.uk
Fitzandrews Farm, Howe Street
Tel 01245 360232 / 07710622611

Great Waltham C of E  Primary School
                                                              The Jungle Book

What a truly wonderful show our pupils delivered!
We are very proud of the singing, dancing and acting that we witnessed throughout the production. Most importantly, it 
was clear that the children really enjoyed themselves. Well done to all involved.

It was lovely to welcome parents and carers to North America's parents lunch this week. The atmosphere was 
wonderful, and Year 6 parents even had the pleasure of staying for a game of rounders… obviously the children won!
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The Parish News relies entirely on advertising to pay its printing 
costs. Please support the magazine by renewing your advert or 
taking out an advert to promote your business. Volunteers 

deliver to approximately 1000 households in the Parish. 
For more information, email

gwparishnews@gmail.com

Coming to a village near you???

The photo shows the latest addition to the North End street-scene. It is a 12-metre 
telegraph pole plus large solar dish, battery pack and topped by an aerial and is for 
the Internet of Things! 
‘What ‘Things’?’ you ask. According to the information from the company that provided 
it, plus searches on the Web, we understand that it can be used to:
� Monitor and control streetlights – we don’t have any streetlights!
� Control traffic lights – none of those either!
� Read water meters and monitor water use- what few water meters we have 
are read once a year, manually, and we do not have mains drains either!
Thus, this device appears to be without purpose in a very rural hamlet like North End. 

The first we knew of its coming was via a notice pinned to a gateway plus a painted 
circle on the grass verge nearby to mark the proposed location.  Numerous residents 
wrote to the company responsible asking what it was for and why it could not be 
placed on one of the many existing telegraph poles. We received standardised replies 
of ‘word salad’ that were not very helpful. Further enquiries appear to be ignored. 

The national guidelines for the erection of such equipment states that they should not 
be placed in a prominent position and proximity to Listed Buildings and monuments 
should be avoided. Unfortunately, this pole and its equipment is extremely prominent, 
not only due to its position at the top of the hill in Mill Road and being a third bigger 
than any other nearby telegraph pole; it is also in the middle of a group of Listed 
Buildings! Sadly, enquires to Chelmsford Planning Department revealed that they had 
deemed it ‘Permitted Development’ back in May, so there was nothing more we could 
do! …Our only hope is that its aerial on the top of the hill might attract a big bolt of 
lightning and thus remove the problem! 

Walthambury Reservoirs      

We would like to remind everyone that swimming and fishing are 
strictly not permitted in the reservoirs around Walthambury Farm. Clear 
signage and life buoys have been put in place for safety and to 
discourage unauthorised access. However, we found that these are 
being removed or tampered with. This is not only dangerous but also 
undermines efforts to keep the area safe for all. We kindly ask for your 
cooperation in respecting these rules and preserving the safety and 
integrity of the site.
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Great Waltham Parish Council
The Pavilion, Great Waltham Recreation Ground, South Street, Great Waltham, CM3 1DF.     

Clerk, W J Adshead-Grant.  Tel: 07880 717329. 
E Mail:  clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk

Ford End Senior Tea

We are having a summer break this month of 
August. I hope you are all enjoying the sunshine 

and it's not too hot.
Look out in September for our next tea date.

For any more information call
Sheila 07977 077945

Great Waltham Parish Community Care Group
The aim of the group is to provide short term and ongoing help to 
meet the needs of elderly local residents for whom there is no 
statutory provision. Predominately this will involve providing 
transport to local doctor and hospital appointments.

If you require the services of the group, please call our
 co-ordinators who are

Gill Mitchel 01245  362215
Wendy Proctor 01245 360483

John Lattimore, Chairman 01245 363818

Thank you for all of the contributions to this edition of the Great Waltham Parish News. Please send your 
contributions for the next issue, together with any enquiries or advertising requests, by email to: 
gwparishnews@gmail.com.  The last date for inclusion in the September issue is August 21st 2025

This is a summary of some of the items discussed at the June meeting of the Parish Council.  For more details, see the 
full and approved minutes of all Council meetings on the parish website (e-voice.org.uk/greatwalthamparish).
Mike Steel, our county councillor, reported that the LHP (Local Highways Panel) has a revised budget of £6m, but that 
it is no longer open to new schemes and will focus instead on clearing the (several years) back log of outstanding ones.  
Subject to LHP assessment and approval, third parties (e.g. parish councils) may be able to fund new schemes.
We agreed that the Council should again lead the organisation of the 9th November Remembrance Sunday events later 
in the year.  A few days later a working group of parish organisation representatives had its first meeting to get things 
underway.
I updated the meeting with progress on the project to refurbish the children’s play area at Great Waltham Recreation 
Ground.  Following a formal tender process, agreeing designs, and making an ‘intention to 
award’ decision to a supplier, we are currently encountering the hard yards in terms of 
fundraising.  While the Council has reserves it will use for the project, we still need grants and 
donations.  We received a setback when our bid for a grant from the National Lottery was 
unsuccessful, and while we are making other bids, additional support will be needed if the 
plans are to come to fruition.  Otherwise, we are likely to have difficult decisions to make 
about the future of the facility.
Therefore, if you own a local business and would like to sponsor a particular play item, 
either in full or part, it will be either be branded with your company’s name or logo, or the 
name/logo will be added to a sponsors’ board at the entrance to the play area.  If you are 
interested, please contact us at gtwalthamplayground@gmail.com.  
Alternatively, as an individual or family, you can also make a contribution and leave a legacy 
for the current and future children in the Parish.    You can donate by going to this website 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/great-waltham-playground-refresh-2025 or using the QR code shown here.  Your support 
would be much appreciated.

Steve Gilbert
Chair 


