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MEGA MUSIC QUIZ

In February, the Twinning Association held a sell-out music quiz. It was
devised and hosted by Kerry Bennion, ably assisted by daughter Alex
and wife Liz. The fiendish questions got the contestants humming while
they tried to work out the name of that pop hit from the 60s, what song
those lyrics were from or what on earth was that song being played

backwards!  Loads of

L © W 1] people from the village

m . joined Twinning

members for a fun

o
were Mike Stancevic's | T

team, while the losers [ W
were, as usual, some
Twinning stalwarts and their friends who shall remain nameless! The profit
will go towards the visit by our Twinning friends from Ceyrat to Great
Waltham in July. We will take them to see some of the best sights of Essex.

If anyone is interested go to our website on e-voice.org.uk/

FRANCE IS COMING TO GREAT WALTHAM!

Don’t skip this article because you think it's not for you! Read on.....

| On the 24th July, 40 French people of all ages from children to senior citizens from our
twinned town of Ceyrat will arrive in Great Waltham to stay for a week with local
residents.

Could you host some French visitors? We are looking for new members to welcome our
French guests into their homes for the week.

What if you can’t speak French? It doesn’t matter — the French like to practise their
English. And if you have children at school who are learning French, this is a great
opportunity for them to hear day-to-day French being spoken, and have a go themselves.

What does a host have to do? Provide breakfast, packed lunches and dinner on 4 of
the evenings, and a bed. Your guests will go off on a day trip every day, paid for by
the Twinning, except for 2 free days at the weekend. That leaves you free to go to
work or whatever you need to do. You can go on the trips too, if you like, but you will
need to pay for yourself.
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== VWhat's in it for me? Lots of fun, good company, and
\ ",-'3 next year it will be our turn to go to France to enjoy
& their warm hospitality, delicious food, excellent
' wine, sunny weather and interesting trips and [
« activities. The visit will be in late July after the g
= schools break up.
S For more details of the visit email
joanna.2.steel@btinternet.com.
For general information, look at our webpage on
e-voice.org.uk/greatwalthamparish/great-waltham- |
twinning-associa/. Or our facebook page - Great
Waltham twinning.

gwparishnews@gmail.com




Little Waltham United Reformed Church
Services for March, 2025

All services begin at 10.30a.m.

Sunday 2nd - Colin Rackham

Sunday 9th - Marine Price

Sunday 16th - Martyn Payne

Sunday 23rd - Binny Jaichander

Sunday 30th - Charles de Lacy - H.C, Mothering Sunday
Other Events

Thursday 6th - Coffee and Cake - 10.00a.m until 12 noon

Thursday15th - Coffee Morning - 10 until 11a.m.

Coffee Morning
Blackchapel, North End

Come and join your neighbours for a coffee and chat

Last Wednesday in the month
10.30 - 12.00

Church of England Services
March 2025

Sunday 2" 11.00am Joint Gracefields Service
Great Waltham
Weds 5t 7.30pm Ash Wednesday Service
Ford End
Sunday 9™ 11.00am Communion Ford End
Sunday 16" 9.30am Communion Chignals
11.00am Communion Great Waltham
Sunday 23 10.00am Family Service Ford End

Sunday 30" 10.00am Mothering Sunday Service
Little Waltham
11.30am Communion Little Waltham
Still Waters every Thursday Evening 6.00pm — 6.30pm
held at St Martin’s Little Waltham
"An oasis of calm in our otherwise busy
lives".  Please join us.

Contact: Alison Bates Parish Administrator
Tel: 07957 228467
admin@littleandgreat.org.uk

Waltham Wanderers
The next walks are planned for Sunday March 16*

All are welcome, no fee and enjoy walking
about 5 or so miles. If you're interested in
joining us, contact Clare Lyne at
clare.lyne11@googlemail.com

Blackchapel Services, North End
March 2025

All services at 3pm

Sunday 2™
Sunday 16"

Family Service
Family Service

End

Last month,

Mill Road will necessarily flood when the Chelmer
overflows its banks, but we now have more routes
by which that water can run away once the river
subsides.

In addition, the washed-away sides of the road were
rebuilt so the gaping holes have disappeared under
new tarmac. (I notice that the bollards are still sitting 3
on the banks- just in case?) There remain issues for &

towards a more permanent solution. Many thanks to &
Mike Steel for persisting with pressure on Highways -
and many thanks to the new Highways flood
management team for their sterling work!

Update on Flooding in Mill Road, North

I chronicled how the flood in Mill Road,
@ North End, had subsided after the drain had been jetted
out. Although this solved the immediate problem, it did
not address the underlying issues. Mike Steel assured
that ‘more was to come’, so we waited.....

A few weeks later, a team came from Highways tasked
with finding the causes of the flooding and solving
the problems. They discovered additional drains and
gullies to the river buried beneath accumulated soil and
vegetation which were dug out and jetted. The ‘blind’ ditch was found to end
in a debris-filled grating that blocked a large pipe under the road to the river;
this was cleared and jetted, so water no longer pours into the road.

School
Governor

JEORD EVDY

-0-

A 4

Toapplytobe a
Governor, please send
a covering email &
your CV, or for more
information, please email:
khardy@lifeeducationtrust.com

Q LIFE Education Trust

Are you interested in playing
an important part in the quality
of education at Ford End
Primary School?

We are looking for an individual
who is passionate about ensuring
the education we provide for our

children is of the best quality.

Meetings are generally
6 times a year
(term time evenings)

gwparishnews@gmail.com




Ford End C of E Primary School

made them happy. They took part in a range of act|V|t|es
designed to boost their mental and physical wellbeing, including:
singing, dancing, mediation, breathwork and relaxation using
peppermint, lemon and lavender essential oils. They even had a sound
bath session! The children also took part in “Walk and Talk” around the
track with their friends and teachers. By the end of the week, we all felt
positive and rejuvenated!

LITTLE WALTHAM GARDENING CLUB
At the February meeting geologists lan and Ros Mercer gave an excellent and thought provoking presentation about how
soil is made and the problems that lay before us concerning its conservation.
Soils are made from rocks that are broken down into small particles by abrasion, wind and weather and even by lower
plants such as lichens. Just as on gravestones, lichens excrete an organic acid which dissolves the rock thus releasing
the minerals that can be used by microbes and plants, which when they rot, form soil and humus. The fertility of soil is
enhanced by microorganisms such as fungi, bacteria protozoa and invertebrates such as beetles, wood lice and worms.
This is a greater incentive than ever to us gardeners to make their own garden compost which provides these soil
organisms.
Next meeting - Wednesday 5th March AGM volunteer(s) are still being sought to undertake the secretarial work on
behalf of the Club. 7.30pm, Little Waltham Memorial Hall ( CM3 3 LN)
Please keep SATURDAY 5Th APRIL free as Little Waltham Gardening Club will be holding its SPRING FLOWER SHOW
in Little Waltham Memorial Hall. Classes for spring flowers, flower arranging, vegetables, cookery, craft and photography.
Show schedules are now available from show secretary M. Lawson ( 01245 361857 or M Williams (01245 360042) or
download on the Club’s website littlewalthamgardeningclub.co.uk
7th MAY - ‘ Right Plant, Right Place’, Presentation by Charlotte Power (Writtle College). 7.30pm. Little Waltham Memorial
Hall. New members and visitors very welcome. For more information, please phone M.Williams 01245 360042

Introducing Hardy Plant Society Essex Group

With 200 members we have a varied programme of gardening and plant- talks given by
experienced plant people. Members enjoy three newsletters a year, access to online talks every
winter and, during the summer months, arranged nursery and garden visits, outings and
holidays.

Our meetings take place monthly at 2.0 pm on Sunday afternoons at Wickham Bishops Village
Hall which is a modern building between Maldon and Witham and is fully accessible. Facilities
include free on-site parking, guest speaker, discount home grown plant sales, free seeds and
garden sundries.

There is more information, including regular meeting dates, on our website Essex-hps.org. We are also on social media:

Instagram Essex HPS@essexhardyplants X:@EssexHPS Facebook: Hardy Plant Society Essex Group

gwparishnews@gmail.com



Parish
Directory

To advertise in the
Parish News, please

contact us by email on
gwparishnews@gmail.com

lt'it needs
PRINTING

from Stationery & Leaflets o
a Bespoke Glossy Brochure

GIVE US A CALL

Fast * Efficient * to Budget

221 itho

- 01787 479479
E: info@fmlitho.co.uk
\W: www.fmlitho.co.uk

JCMSERVICES

JEM-SERVICES.CO.UK | 01245 408 777

ARBORICULTURAL
SERVICES

G

SROUNDS

MAINTENANCE

01245 408777

www.,jcm-services.co.uk
james@jcm-services.couk

. The Rose & Crown @

between
Little Waltham and Great Waltham
A Great Little Pub and
Restaurant with good food, and
a warm and friendly atmosphere
Open All Day

Ben and his staff will be
delighted to welcome you.

If you want to ensure a table is
available

Telephone 01245 360359

www.roseandcm@ngreatwaltham.

fofeilito] 5 |

07595 534872

www.everettpainting biz
F 4

MOT's, Vehicle Servicing
Tyres, Vehicle Diagnostics
Air Conditioning Repair
Clutches, Welding
Free Local Collection

"We look forward to seeing you
and your car"

Neil and Sarah

Unit 1 Walthambury Farm
Pleshey Road, Great Waltham
CM3 1AZ

www.woodautomotive.co.uk
01245 361180

Jayne’s
Upholstery Classes Ltd

10 week termly upholstery
classes
held at
Little Waltham and Great
Totham
For more information contact
Jayne on 07881816889
or email
jayne.interiors @googlemail.com

A& W Gowers LTD

Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A facal family run company with many vears of
experience providing bespoke joinery fo trade
and private customers.
Comyervation, Restoration, Ondinary or
Ci IPOFAFY, We Calt thire and install
all fypes of work.

Windows Fifted Furniture
Duaors Kilchens
Conservation Wrrdrobes
Gaies Hookcases
Stairs waitd much more
For free friendly advice and estimates please
coRiaet us ar

wma’.ﬂwgmmr.\'.ca.uk
{owe Streed. Grear Waltham, Chelmsford
Telephone: 01245 362737

Now selling eco-friendly stove briguettes

gwparishnews

Willsher and Son

Electrical Contractors

e Al work insured and certificates
issued where applicable

e No job too small, free estimates

e  Based in Great Waltham

e  Reliable family business

07970 759565
info@willsherandson.co.uk
www.willsherandson.co.uk

or find us on Facebook

Electrical Safety
Reglster

Nng g S—

Old Park 'ﬂew

Natural Burial Ground

e offer ria and ash '
interments, funerals,
services and wakes.

Adaptable to any ceremony
anda lfgedp letely
persona serwce
Reserving a plot in advance
is also possible.

01245 B0B332

oldparkmeadow.co.uk

Coppice Lane, North End, Between
Chelmsford & Great Dunmow, Essex, CM6E 3PL

Commercial and general public
welcome with easy access for all cars and vans

Yard sales from A D Fusl Dils Ltd
Banters Lane, Great Leighe, Nr. Chalmeford, Essex CM3 10X
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday: 8am - Spm
Saturday: 8am - 1pm
01245 362616 = www.

ils.co.uk

PLESHE)}

FORGE LTD.

Structural Steelwork,
Steel Fabrication, Gates,
Railings and anything
for the garden
Tel: 01245 237233

enquiries@plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Unit 20, Warners Farm,
Main Road, Howe Street
Chelmsford CM3 1BL
www.plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Chelmsford Plumbing &
Heating Services

Trustworthy family run business

All calls answered personally
Confirmed bookings given
*Boiler services, breakdowns, repairs
*New boilers and heating systems
*Plumbing repairs
*Gas, Oil, LPG and Electrical work
No job too small

Work covered by 12-month guarantee
01245 478588

Email:
sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.com
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YOUR
LOCAL
COUNTRY
STORE

O

ernest/'DoE
power

FYFIELD, ONGAR CM5 ONS
TEL: 01277 899464

Walthambury Stores

Great Walthalnn, Essex

@ Post Office
opening times

Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

(open lunch hours)

Saturday 9am to 12.30pm

When visiting the Post Office, why not use the shop?,

You will find -
Groceries, Fresh Produce, Sausages &

Bacon, Newsagent, Stationery, Dry cleaning

ditive for Aga's)

Delic , Frozen Food, Greeting Cards,
Photocopying, National Lottery, Car Tax
Barrack Lane, Great Waltham

Telephone: 01245 360278




Great Waltham Parish Council — Annual Update 2024/25

In 2024/25 the Council continued to deliver the services for which it is responsible and to progress
new initiatives to improve the local community. Our largest current (indeed biggest ever) project is
the revamp of the play area at Great Waltham Recreation Ground. Because many of the wooden
items at the site will soon deteriorate beyond the point they can be safety used by the children
much new equipment is needed. The last time significant work was done (2010) the cost of the
scheme was £21,750, this time the projection is
£160,000 plus VAT. The Council does not have
sufficient reserves itself to fully finance a project on
this scale, so we have chosen to seek grant funding
and have engaged the services of an experienced
consultant in this area to help with our bid
submissions — the eventual scale and timing of the
works will depend heavily on the success of our bids.
At the time of writing we have held consultation
events with children at Great Waltham school, the
preschool and with the cubs, completed the tender
process and are in the throes of seeking
contributions from grant providers. Once we have
secured funds, work can begin.

~ Also at the Recreation Ground the Council has delivered on
J its plans to expand the use of the refurbished Pavilion — the
facilities are now hired out for most of the week by a variety
of local interest groups and clubs. The three recreation
grounds we maintain require considerable attention beyond
just providing playground equipment — during the year we
installed a new, kindly donated seat at Great Waltham and
also a grant-funded one at Howe Street; funded and installed
new goalposts and nets at Ford End and Howe Street and
refurbished those at Great Waltham; realigned the pitch at
Great Waltham to a 7-a-side format (to encourage greater
use by younger children); and organised working parties to blitz some of the upkeep work needed
to complement the activities of both our handyman and the external contractors whose services
we engage to complete the routine maintenance. In August, at Great Waltham, we hosted another
successful Play in the Park event with the help of Chelmsford City Council.

During the year renovation works to the war memorial at Banbury Square
were completed, and in good time for the 2024 Remembrance Sunday
parade and service. The stonework was cleaned and all the inscriptions
made legible. Also at the Square, the Council financed the new Christmas
lights in the oak tree — we are grateful to all the volunteers who made sure ¥,
they were successfully installed. .

1 We organised the renovation of the telephone box at Broad’s Green and

" installed a new defibrillator unit inside. This was part of our commitment,
k... over time, to assume responsibility for and fund the upkeep of six publicly
‘accessible defibrillators in the parish. Again, we are grateful to all the
- volunteers who have helped to make this happen and/or are members of
=+ the routine inspection teams for the units.

awnarlchnpw




During the year work continued to encourage full occupancy of the allotment gardens provided by
the Council. We negotiated an arrangement whereby residents from
parishes adjoining Great Waltham are now able to hire plots when the take-
up by parish residents is insufficient to fill any vacancies. In addition, a new
inspection process was introduced to ensure all plots are well-maintained
and to ensure our responsibilities for the condition of vacant plots and non-
hireable areas were met. The computer tablets we bought to record the
conditions of the plots are also used for our routine playground and asset
assessment inspections — the results (include photographic records) are
now stored digitally on our administration system.

An agreement which ensured that the provision of free public car parking spaces
remain available at Great Waltham Village Hall was concluded — we fund the rental
cost of 12 spaces. We also continued to receive and consider grant applications
from parish organisations. Our grants are available to non-profit making groups for
purposes which directly benefit the parish or some or all of its residents, but not for
the sole benefit of an individual or private business.

All of the Council’'s work to maintain its assets, fund capital works and grants, and carry out its
normal services come at a cost. 95% of our income comes from the parish precept (which is
collected from households as part of the Council Tax) — we also have other income streams from
the hire of the Pavilion and allotment

plots. Our expenditure falls into the Budget Expenditure Allocation

categories shown in the pie chart.
We achieved a balanced budget for
2024/25 and have been able to
reduce next year’s budget slightly —
this means the parish precept

Capital Works
amount will be marginally lower this Resenes,
year. Over the last 2-3 years we Staff 34.3% 38.6%
have gradually achieved the level of T
annual income needed to better
reflect not just our day-to-day
expenditure, but also recognising the
need to have accumulated reserves
to help service capital works projects

Administration

and to ensure we better comply with

the recommended levels of solvency Expenses, 8.7%
expected of a public body. In

addition, we have sought to make sure our investment policy enables these reserves to generate
interest income during the period we hold them, something we have not focussed (or been able to
focus) on in the past. Some of the reserves are contingencies against external shocks or emerging
issues, while others provide resource for expected, but as yet not clearly defined, costs for items
such as legal fees or expert reports on issues which affect the parish’s assets and interests.

Other, 5.5%

Maintenance
Works, 12.8%

This year we also initiated a process to begin our
involvement with the Parish Paths Partnership, an ECC-
funded community-based scheme that enables local
volunteers to look after and/or promote their local Public
Right of Way network — we are aware that without local
initiatives some of the works previously carried out by
higher authorities’ agencies will not be addressed. And
we also continued to engage with our local Community
Policing Team and arranged ‘Let’s Talk’ events with their ,
officers for members of the public at the Pavilion _I'i 5
however, because these were not well attended, we have

decided to suspend further sessions for the time being. ‘

gwparishnews@gmail.com



The Council also responded to a number of

consultations. The most emotive has been the plans by

National Grid to construct a network of pylons across

East Anglia. We made clear in our consultation

response that we strongly objected to the proposals.

We said: “The Council’s position is that the placement
~of  pylons anywhere in its parish is entirely
unacceptable and will continue to be strongly opposed.
This includes not only the route cited in the statutory
consultation, but also any other future alternative
route(s) which may come to be proposed. [...] The
Council stands in solidarity with all residents and other
county, city and parish councils who oppose the use of pylons anywhere in Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk
under this scheme”. By the time you read this update the outcome of the consultation may well have
been published and potential impacts on the parish better understood.

We also responded to consultations on the revised City Council local plan (when we objected to a
possible development in Back Lane, Ford End, but in principle supported another proposed site
adjacent to Ford End school); the expansion of flights to and from Stansted (where we were against
extending the existing flight times window); and on the consideration of remote attendance and proxy
voting at local authority meetings (here we said we favoured remote attendance in appropriate
circumstances, but opposed any form of proxy voting). And
during 2024, in our role as consultee, we submitted
comments on 34 planning applications made for proposed
works in the parish.

One activity the Council recognised it needed to improve
,was its community engagement. Beyond holding the public
meetings for our own business (we will have called 23 such
meetings by the end of April for 2024/25), we also organised
a meeting to hear parishioners’ thoughts on the National Grid pylons scheme (see above) and
provided opportunities for residents to meet their Community Policing Team (also mentioned above).
In addition, we were pleased to welcome non-councillors to our play area project working group after
we appealed for volunteers.

And we changed our media engagement policy to help us to communicate more
responsively when particular issues arise (in the past we have only been able to
agree an approach at our monthly meetings). Now, especially given the immediate
(albeit often ephemeral) nature of social media posts, we are able to make |
comments and clarify matters more quickly.

The Council has no powers to directly address highway issues, although our

members have continued to report defects and lobby for improvements. There have been some
successes — ECC member-led schemes has resulted in a significant number of pothole and footway
defect repairs being completed in the parish, and the scheme to install a handrail at the junction of
Barrack Lane and Cherry Garden Road, Great Waltham was finally completed in December (it
began its journey through the validation and installation process in June 2020).

Elsewhere, there was less success. We reported the demise of the Ford End Average
Speed Camera scheme in last year’s update when we said a sudden, unexplained BIJF
escalation of costs combined with the ECC’s cabinet member’s unwillingness to match

fund our contribution and overrule policy advice meant the scheme could not proceed. | Average
Because the precept increase we included last year in anticipation of the scheme going| speed
ahead was not required we took this into account in the calculations used in the budget] check
setting process for 2025/26 mentioned above. There remains a possibility that a similar
traffic calming measure could be part of a new housing development scheme in Ford End village,
but it is still too early to set any store on this.

gwparishnews@gmail.com




In the meantime, the Council’s own commissioned automatic traffic count report for
the B1008 at Ford End conducted in November recorded a 35.9% increase in
volumes since the last count in 2021, but also a reduction in the average speed of
vehicles. Together these data indicate that overall the actual number of speeding
vehicles has increased — they imply that each year 1.8 million drivers now exceed
the 30mph limit when driving through the village. However, we understand that of
itself the new information is unlikely to stimulate a material change in how the
highway authority views the traffic situation in Ford End. Nevertheless, to discourage speedsters,
the Council will next consider taking its own action by commissioning periodic speed checks in the
parish, as part of a TruCam technology initiative operated by Maldon District Council which has
powers to impose penalties on errant motorists. This will complement the important checks carried
out by the volunteer Speed Watch teams in Great Waltham and Ford End.

During the year we also decided against pursuing the possibility of self-funding a traffic calming
scheme through Ringtail Green. We concluded that the high project costs quoted (estimated at
£15,000) for the installation of two signs and complementary road markings could not be
reasonably justified.

So, in conclusion, last year we said we would remain focussed on delivery, and you can see the
areas where we have been successful. However, there always remains more to do, so our
commitment to enhancing our community as best we can with the resources and powers at our
disposal will remain as strong as ever.

Your Council always welcomes your interest and involvement in its activities. This can range from
you coming along to our meetings where you can raise issues or concerns and hear our
discussions, to volunteering your time/expertise to help us achieve our goals. The parish website
continues to provide useful information on current issues and likely future projects. If you need any
further information and advice you can contact the Parish Clerk or any of your councillors, details
available at: https://e-voice.org.uk/greatwalthamparish/

These are the contact details for the Parish Clerk and your parish councillors:

Email
clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk
stevewgilbert59@gmail.com
alanmartinpc@gmail.com
matthew.bradley12@outlook.com
vandp@btinternet.com
j-jenkins606@yahoo.com
parish@mcdevitt.myzen.co.uk
omicklempc@gmail.com
mike.2.steel@btinternet.com
gwpc.rs@gmail.com
leetaylorpc@gmail.com

Contact

Will Adshead-Grant (Parish Clerk)
Clir. Steve Gilbert (Chair)
Clir. Alan Martin (Vice Chair)
Clir. Matthew Bradley

Clir. Peter Jackson

Clir. Jim Jenkins

Clir. Alex McDevitt

Clir. Oliver Micklem

Clir. Mike Steel

ClIr. Roger Stephenson

Clir. Lee Taylor

Recreation Ground, South Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 1DF.
Your Chelmsford City Council councillors are:

Clir. Nicola Bugbee nicola.bugbee@chelmsford.gov.uk

Telephone No.
07880 717329
07767 362673
07917 037570
07596 117417
01245 360067
01245 362003
01371 820139
07791 118853
01245 360918
07803 140260
07766 468126

Or you can write to us at: Great Waltham Parish Council, Parish Office, The Pavilion, Great Waltham

01245 605896

Clir. Mike Steel mike.steel@chelmsford.gov.uk 01245 360918
or 01245 605913
Cllr. Philip Wilson philip.wilson@chelmsford.gov.uk 07748 624093
or 01245 605926

Your Essex County Council councillor is:
Clir. Mike Steel clir.mike.steel@essex.gov.uk

gwparishnews@gmail.com

01245 360918




GALVIN

GREEN MAN
HOWE sT.
OUR MICHELIN BIB GOURMAND MENU

2 COURSES £32
3 COURSES £36

WEEKLY CHANGING SET MENU CREATED
USING SEASONAL, LOCAL & SUSTAINABLE
INGREDIENTS

AVAILABLE TUESDAY - SATURDAY
LUNCH & DINNER

WWW.GALVINRESTAURANTS.COM

MAIN RD, HOWE STREET, GREAT WALTHAM, CHELMSFORD
€M3 1BG.

N FrvEFEry
SPECIAL OFFERS

5 X ONE-TO-ONE
TRAINING £150

FREE GROUP
TASTER SESSION

tmfit.co.uk
07847 427 488

ALAN GIBSON

TRAINEE DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

07909 968535

ads_auto@icloud.com

AUTOMATIC

L

DRIVING LESSONS

AA

FIND ME ON THE AA WEBSITE

Call or text 07946554935

BOWMAN

ALL ABOUT
GARDENS

Garden Maintenance
& Clearance

Tree Surgery
& Removal

Hard Landscaping

TIMBER ASPECTS
CONSTRUCTION

"Buildin% otn1lggguta tion”
S

All Aspects of Carpentry and
Building
Listed building works
Bathrooms
Plastering
Maintenance

Extensions
Kitchens
Cladding

Mini digger and dumper hire with
driver
Registered waste carrier and dealer
Call Tim 07770 877669

A Gt Waltham based Business

Vlllage Roofing Services Ltd
New Roofs, repairs and
general maintenance

* 24 hour emergency call out
*  Chimneys and Lead work
* Blocked guttering& drains

01245 843169
07946 242 636

Email:info@villageroofing.co.uk

heceka .
Crade City&s

Guilds

SBC Building Services

/e

General Building Works
Extensions
Construction works
Ensuring compliance with
building codes and regulations.
Free Quotations
Contact Steve Hayward
07947544129

sbebuildingservices4 1 @gmail.com

Are you struggling to find the time to get
everything done?
Is your life one constant balancing aci?
Why don't you let me lighten the Joad

Let me be your extra pair of hands,
helping you create balance in your life

=\¥=>
- \.
d B
Contact Me:
Francesca Bradford
07780614747

foradford.handylittlehelper@gamail. com
www handylittlehelper.co.uk

A\

ARTHUR FRANCIS
ACCOUNTANCY

Our aim?
To add value to your business,
help it grow and reduce stress
so that you can focus on other
critical aspects of your business.
Ltd Company Accounts and
Corporation Tax Returns
Business Consultancy
Cash Flow Management
Bookkeeping

01245922025
info@arthurfrancisaccountancy.co.uk

Barefoot Healing
Ford End
Chelmsford
07957985192

Treatments available
Reflexology
Hopi Ear Candling
Mian Dui Facial Ritual
Hand reflexology

siotherapy

Womens' Health Physlotherapy

= all obstetric & pynaecology

issues
= Scar treatment (following C-

sectlon, perineal tear,

episiotomy or gynaecology

surgeryl Musculoskefetal
= antenatal physlotherapy Physiotherapy
= Pastnatal physiatherapy
= Pelvic floor dysfunction
= Mummy MOT

» Sports injuries
* Post-orthopaedic

surgery
» Chrenic pain,

To anquira plaass
contact Natasha
Allizon at
naphysiotherapy
@gmall.com
07766500388

Appaintments available st
Tha Nasting Place &
in Great Waltham

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value 0Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[ Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors
&= No Call Out Charge

& No Fix No Fee

@ All Work Fully Guaranteed
@ 10% Senior Citizen Discount

For More Advice & Help
call Christopher:

07772111 222

www .christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Ve

gwparishnews@gmail.com



01245 801642

@@GU’;P[/}, wwwigdculpin.o Vacancv f()r One PariSh
b < Councilor

There is a vacancy on Great
Waltham Parish Council. Contact (
NAi Service torati the Clerk to the Parish Council at Design - Build -'Ma
Repair & Service & Restoration The Pavilion, Soth Street, Groat| G
Waltham  CM3  1DF  or| e
clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.
co.uk.
This is a voluntary role with
attendance at one evening

: Cleaning, Maintenance & Renovation
meeting per month of around 2 i e

Vir tage. Wolor & (()1,(/{'11('( rving “o

Ponds, Waterfalls, Streams,
Fountains & Wildlife Ponds

Damp & Bog Gardens

hours and sub-committee
meetings once per quarter of Call Keith: 07468 451416
around 2 hours. Email: keith@aqualifegallery.co.uk

GREAT WALTHAM FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Based in Ford End providing high quality service and repair to a variety of .

Veteran and Vintage vehicles. A great turn-out on a cold but sunny day. Members enjoyed two

We offer a range of services from routine maintenance and minor repair, romance-based quizzes in honour of St. Valentine’s DayThe
annual safety inspections, preservation, unit overhaul, :

P s, i el e e tables were decked out with red roses and Love Hearts and plans

Our ethos is to repair and conserve wherever possible were mad_e for the Coming yeal'. Next month: AGM and
using traditional skills and methods thus maintaining originality. mem berShIp renewal.

Email info@gdculpin.co.uk gdculpin.co.uk

Great Waltham Horticultural Society

) Due to a lack of support for new committee members and the Annual Show (regular helpers excluded) from
members and the poor response to membership being renewed we are seriously considering that the next
Annual Show on September 20" will be the last.
We have attempted a few events over the years but sadly these have been poorly attended and this year we are
proRnosing the Plant Sale on May 10" and a greatly reduced Annual Show.
Please come to our AGM on April 9t to show your support and join us in a glass of wine and some cheese.

Great Waltham C of E Primary School
This month’s news article is written by :
Finley H, George, Thea and Jennae. (left)
On Tuesday 5th, a selection of children from /
the Great Waltham School went to the ig ‘)
Chelmsford Cathedral and helped with the omsismeias
. Windrush Child Project. They had to carry out
§ activities such as writing information about themselves and
their family on post cards, a quiz and create a poem to make
L | friends. They also listened to the book called Windrush Child
and tried a traditional dish called jerk chicken. We made many
fabulous
memories
and great sinosther
friends. ‘We were so grateful to the people who organised it and wogeine
recommend it to other schools! OV care
We are delighted to share our SIAMS report following the inspection strona responsibili
that took place on the 22nd January. SIAMS stands for - Statutory :

¥

Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools. ey

Itis a lovely read and | am so proud of everything we have achieved as INGEIres a
school community. — world

The word cloud above shows some key words from the report such as s flounsh

love, respect, flourish and joyful. relationsl
The full report is available on our school website.
Www.greatwaltham.school Mrs J Brooks Headteacher

gwparishnews@gmail.com



FORD END GARDEN CLUB
Alison Shaw, a local bee keeper and speaker at our February meeting, spoke about the Yellow Legged Asian Hornet and
its threat to all our pollinators and also on the life of the honeybee. The Asian hornet first arrived
in Europe in 2004 with imported pottery from China and the bee population in France has now
been so devastated by this predator that many French beekeepers are no longer keeping
beehives. The Asian hornet and its nests have now been seen in the Channel Islands and the
south east and south west of the UK. The advice is that if you think you have seen an Asian
hornet to take a photo if possible (but not to kill it) and to report the sighting to the Asian hornet
watch at bit.ly/asianhornetreport. The British beekeepers association also have information on
their website bbka.org.uk. The Asian hornet can give a nasty sting and some people have an Yellow-legged hornet
allergic reaction. Vespa velutina
Alison then gave a talk on beekeeping that was very informative and we all realised how much
work goes into keeping hives. The bee has three castes, the queen, the drone (male) and the
worker (female). The queen bee is usually kept for two to three years and the drones die after
mating. Brambles are the main forage for bees and flowers of the ivy are the main source of
nectar towards the end of the year. After the honey has been collected Beekeepers need to
keep 20 kilograms of honey in the hive for the bees over winter and in September the hives are
treated for varroa to protect the bees during the following year.
The club’s next meeting is on Wednesday 19 March at 7.30 and we have Maike Windhorst speaking on Flowers Grown
all Year Round. On Friday 15 April we have a self-drive visit to Ulting Wick to see the display of tulips.
Our plant sale and coffee morning will be held on Saturday 3 May in Ford End village hall between 10.0 and 12.0.
All our meetings (unless stated otherwise) are held in the Ford End village hall and start at 7.30 and everyone is more than
welcome to come along and have an informative and fun evening.

Activity: Never active at night

THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY www.hundredparishes.org.uk
One of the main crops of the rich agricultural area covered by The Hundred Parishes is barley, the main
ingredient of traditional ales and beer. In the past, much of the barley was malted locally before being
taken to a nearby brewery to be combined with water, hops and yeast for fermenting into beer.
www.hundredparishes.ors.uk | Brewing was initially a domestic activity in the home for family consumption, on farms and estates for
the landowner's family and workers, and in various institutions such as religious communities for those
who lived in and visited them. As the demand for beer grew (safer to drink than ‘fresh’ water at the time) so did the brewing
industry: public houses having their own brewhouses, commercial brewers working out of stand-alone breweries, and then
the development of industrial scale brewery complexes.
Evidence of all these different types of breweries is to be found within the Hundred Parishes in the form of place names
such as Brewery Lane in Stansted, Brewery House in Little Hadham; Little Brewers, a cottage in Matching Green; Brewery
Cottage in Sewards End; and Brewers House in Dunmow.
There are also surviving examples of the breweries from each of the various phases of the development of the industry.
At Audley End House the estate’s brewhouse survives although the internal features have been lost. An example of a
public house brewery survives as The Old Brewery in Radwinter, now a private house. =
In Hatfield Heath the former stand-alone brewhouse was converted to a corn mill before
becoming commercial offices.

Three examples of brewhouses which were a
| part of industrial brewery complexes survive in
Furneux Pelham, Wethersfield and Hartford
End in Felsted. All three have been renovated
and converted to private residential use. f& ¥
« Ken McDonald, Secretary

§ 4 WALTHAMBURY WI

At our February meeting Geraldine Beaurain informed us about Mary’s |
Meals, a charity serving nutritious meals to children living in some of the ==
world’s poorest countries. The promise of a good meal attracts hungry o
children to the classroom, giving them the energy to learn and hope for §
a better future. |2
Nicholas Henderson will be speaking about The Tudor Queens - Powers
behind the Dynasty, at our March meeting on 11th March, 7 for 7:30pm
at the Legion Hall.
Pictured right - In January some members met at The Spotted Dog for
lunch, brightening up a rather cold, damp day.

gwparishnews@gmail.com



PARISH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2025

The Great Waltham Parish Annual
Assembly will be held at Ford End

Village Hall on
Tuesday 4™ March 2025 at 8.00pm.

Great Waltham Parish Council
The Pavilion, Great Waltham Recreation Ground,
South Street, Great Waltham, CM3 1DF.
Clerk, W J Adshead-Grant. Tel: 07880 717329.
E Mail: clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk

This is an open meeting for all residents of the

parish.

The Parish Council will report on its work over the
last 12 months.

Clubs , Groups and Organisations are welcome to

showcase themselves.

PANCAKE
5-RAGES

WHEN
Sunday 2" March

=

2pm prompt b

WHERE -
Blossom Way (off
Cherry Garden Rd)

How

Send the following details to

joanna.2.steel@htinternet.com of the Community
Network, or, your Scout Leader:

Name of team and a contact email b
Person 1.. f.;yé’

Person 2.. |
Person 3.. i
Persond. Ll

Gome to Blossom Way at 2pm Prompt to pay and register
your team. We will schedule the races in age grouns or
mixed groups.

ALLAGES
EVENT

ENTRY

-£ 1per person (Adult
or Ghild)

- Bring your own pan
and pancake

TAKING PART

Make up ateam of 4

It oan be friends from
school or scouts,
families, clubs,
husinesses - whatever
vou like

Teams can e children,
atults or mixed
Contact:

ioanna.2.steel@
hlinternet.com

or your Scout Leader

PRIZES &
REFRESHMENT

Organised by Great
Waltham Gommunity
Network and Waltham
Scouts

L%

This is a summary of some items discussed at the January
meeting of the Parish Council. For more details, see the full and
approved minutes of all Council meetings on the parish website
(e-voice.org.uk/greatwalthamparish).

Our city and county councillor, Mike Steel, reported that county
council elections scheduled for May 2025 would likely be
postposed for at least a year so that the work to devise a unitary
council model encompassing the current county and district/city
levels can be worked through — the likely model would including
having a mayor for Essex, similar to existing unitary authorities.
The rationale for the postponement is to save costs as elections
would be needed again when a new model is introduced.

We noted the City Council’'s new brown bins scheme will start in
April 2025, and that charges are to be made for collection from
those who opt in to the system. Therefore, if you want to
continue to receive this service you need to be proactive —
details of the new arrangements and costs can be found at:
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/garden-
waste-collections/.

We discussed a grant application from Parish News for support
in ensuring it can continue to be printed. We agreed the
importance of having a parish magazine, and noting the revised
financial management provisions being put into place, we
agreed a £1,000 grant.

We considered a request for an additional dog waste bin at
Howe Street as the general waste bin on the side of the bus
shelter was being used for this purpose. We decided to place a
notice on the general waste bin informing users that it is for litter
only and providing dog owners with directions to the nearby
existing dog waste bin.

The next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday 18th March 2025
at Fore End Village Hall, starting at 7.00pm. As always, all
parishioners are welcome to attend these public meetings.
Steve Gilbert Chair

Great Waltham Parish Community
Care Group
The aim of the group is to provide short term and

i

R "E? )

'-.Q | TP It will be at Woodstock, Church Lane, Ford End.
w Anyone interested or has not been before please ring
Sheila Bearman on 01245 237335 or 07977 077945

Ford End Senior Tea
“‘*-s-q-.,{ Please contact Sheila for the next tea in March.

ongoing help to meet the needs of elderly local
residents for whom there is no statutory provision.
Predominately this will involve providing transport
t doctor and hospital appointments.
If you require the services of the group,
please call our
co-ordinators who are
Gill Mitchel 01245 362215
Wendy Proctor 01245 360483
John Lattimore, Chairman 01245 363818

gwparishnews@gmail.com.

Thank you for all of the contributions to this edition of the Great Waltham Parish News. Please send your
contributions for the next issue , together with any enquiries or advertising requests, by email to:

The last date for inclusion in the April issue is March 20th

gwparishnews@gmail.com




