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Blossom Way Affordable Homes in Great Waltham
After a pause in construction, the 10 Chelmsford Housing
Partnership (CHP) dwellings in Blossom Way are complete and the
new residents have moved in. I am sure you will join with me in
welcoming our new neighbours. Half of the dwellings were
designated for those on the Housing Register who also had a local
connection to Great Waltham (i.e., live in the parish, have relatives
or work there). The plan was to have an opening ceremony in April
with an invitation for anyone from the local area to come and have a
tour of the site, but that plan got waylaid by Covid-19. The opening
ceremony would have included 8 year old Zoe Hunter (pictured) from
Cherry Garden Road, who suggested the name “Blossom Way”.
The site originally belonged to City Council and was sold to CHP.
CHP have generously built a car park of 14 spaces and are handing
them over to the Parish Council. These will be operated as a public
car park for anyone to use, but a condition of the sale was that four
of the spaces must be reserved for use by the Scout Group (the 4
nearest the hut). It is a legal requirement that cars are taxed and
roadworthy (and does not include commercial vehicles).  It would be
appreciated if people could stay off the newly seeded areas until the
grass is well established.
CHP would like to thank the local community for their understanding
for any disruption and continued support throughout the
development.   Mike Steel. City Cllr

  Barry Teader remembers-
' Not only was this the childhood play area, but many remember spending time with ‘Dad’ while he cleaned or tinkered
with his car. The swings were fondly remembered as many played in this area and it was great fun having a swing
when you had just been let off school, I can’t forget the swings as I jumped off one and broke my collar bone !
Older residents will also remember that just behind the swings every November we had a ‘community’ bonfire.
Any old furniture or wood you wanted rid of pile it on and have a huge Bonfire on Guy Fawkes night.'

Great Waltham Parish Council Annual Report 2019-2020 inside - pages 6 and 7
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Zoe Hunter who suggested the name Blossom Way

Photograph by Barry Teader
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From the Vicarage  July 2020

After many weeks of Lockdown we are slowly being given more freedom; we’re not out
of the woods yet but thankfully there are positive signs that enable us to step out into a
‘new normal’. As we begin this journey, able to do some of the things we took for granted
before, I think each one of us will discover that the Covid-19 Virus has changed us in
some way. Some have tragically lost loved ones through this time, some have lost jobs
and incomes, some have been furloughed whilst others have been working harder than
ever. Some have lost precious milestone events, celebrations, baptisms and weddings
have had to be re-scheduled. End of year proms, exams, holidays and a whole host of
other things precious to us have been lost too like hugging our loved ones… and that will
have taken its toll on us all. But in the midst of Lockdown some may have found some positives too. Many of us have
gained a new appreciation for the countryside around us; spent more time in the home; noticed nature and wildlife in a
way we’d not noticed before. There’s been a wonderful sense of community neighbours looking out for each other and
generosity of food for the food banks. And for some, life has slowed down a little allowing time to reset patterns of being.
As we take our first tentative steps forward I feel the need to pause and take stock… to mourn the people, events and
time I’ve lost… and also to be thankful for those things that have been positive…also to take time to reflect, “Where has
God been in it all?” Of course, I believe He/She has been there… But sometimes I/we just need to look a little harder
to see that…and sometimes we just need to slow down in order to be able to see and recognise God’s hand at work. I
wonder where you have seen God in these times? Even when we’ve not felt his presence, even
when it seems like he’s not been there I believe he will have been…because he promised he would be. In Deuteronomy
31:6 it says,

“…the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”
So as we begin to look forward and dare to plan and consider what the future will look like, let us
try and find ways of taking some of the things we’ve learned and experienced through Lockdown
forward with us. And I’d like to encourage you to look with me to another promise God has for
each one of us in Jeremiah 29:11:
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

The picture (above) is of a stone left at the Rectory gate for me to find. It raised a smile a sense of hope welled up inside
me at this kindness. We have been blessing each other in many ways over this Time. We have  been through an
incredibly tough time… and we don’t know what the future may hold but we are hopeful. If you would like a place to
pause and reflect, to perhaps mourn or to be thankful, then Gt Waltham, Ford End, Chignal Smealey and Lt Leighs
churches are now open at certain times for personal prayer. We can’t meet for services yet, but individually we’re
allowed in to  reflect and pray... so you’re very welcome to just come and be in that sacred space. But remember too
that God is in your home and wherever you may find yourself, and will listen to you at anytime, anywhere.  And if you’d
like to talk through any of this stuff with me then please get in touch, I’d love to hear from you.
God Bless and Stay Safe            Rev Sandra

The details of churches opening times are in the magazine Do visit Little &amp; Great Churches At Home Facebook
page, where Sunday and Wednesday worship can be found.

At the beginning of lockdown our churches had to close their doors due to safety restrictions. We are still not allowed
to have gathered worship or services in the churches. But thankfully 4 of our 6 churches are now able to open for

personal prayers. Our primary concern has always been your safety during these difficult times. With that in mind we
have been working hard behind the scenes towards this day. Please respect the guidelines in place during the

following opening hours:

St Mary & St Lawrence Gt Waltham on Sundays 11.30am-1pm

St John the Evangelist Ford End 2-5pm on Sundays and 10-midday on Thursdays

St Nicholas Chignal Smealey 10-6pm on Sundays

St John the Evangelist Lt Leighs 8-2pm on Saturdays and 2-8pm on Tuesdays
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From the County Council - July/August 2020
Coronavirus (COVID–19)

In the few weeks since I last wrote for parish magazines there continue to be enormous changes to
the way we lead our lives. Covid-19 has changed the world and will sadly carry on doing so. Many of
us though, have so many others to be grateful to from the NHS, to the carers in all our homes, the
postmen and women, the refuse collectors, the supermarket staff and all volunteers; indeed, the list
is almost endless. Closer to home we also owe so much to those in our respective communities who

have given of their time and at some risk to themselves to help others live from day to day.
To all I would like to say thank you and well done! But if you or someone you know still needs help do go to the
Essex Welfare Service https://www.essexwelfareservice.org.uk/support-request? However, if the internet is
not available to you, it is also possible to call 0300 303 9988

  Changes to Essex County Council Services in response to easing of lockdown
1. The County Council has been allocated £57 million funding for track and trace support which will develop

outbreak    control plans, working with local hospital trusts and other partners. This provision is additional to the
national activity and is specifically to respond to identifying and containing potential outbreaks in, for example,
workplaces, housing complexes, care homes and schools. https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/essex-county-
council-underlines-importance-of-social-distancing-and-regular

2. The County’s Parks are back to normal opening hours. However, the children’s play equipment, visitor centres
and cafes will remain closed, for now in line with government guidance. See more  on https://www.explore-
essex.com/covid-19-updates-may-2020

3. A phased approach to re-open libraries, in line with government guidelines, starts from Monday 6th July with
sixteen libraries and then rolling out to all libraries in the County. See further on
https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/phased-approach-to-reopening-essex-libraries?

4. The new “Family Innovation Support Fund-Xtra” offers a range of early support services. These are available
to help children and young people aged between 0 and 19 years (up to 25 years for young people with Special
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities) and families during the pandemic. They are aimed at those who are not
already receiving specialist or statutory support. See https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/new-support-services-
launched-for-children-and-families?

5. Work is taking place in Chelmsford and other towns in Essex to provide bigger, safer spaces in key locations
for city centre shoppers, residents, workers and visitors to social distance. Current cycle lanes and pavements
have been enhanced as well as new lanes and pavements created. See further on
https://www.essexhighways.org/getting-around/safer-greener-healthier.aspx

6. Recycling Centres are open for restricted use - but there are still long queues as I have seen for myself. See
more at https://www.loveessex.org/news-and-ideas/recycling-centre-temporary-restrictions/

7. Registration services have resumed see https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/essex-registration-services-resume

Meanwhile, if you have any problems about these and any other County Council matters please let me know
on 01245 421524 or email cllr.john.aldridge@essex.gov.uk.

Services & Events at Lt Waltham United Reformed Church

Due to Corona Virus all church activities are on hold until further notice
Contact: Rev Hans Stein   01371 875654 / 07763 169605

Rev Geoffrey Griggs 01245 471990

Please feel free to contact either of these Ministers with any concerns or questions during these strange times.

While the Church is out of use renovation work is being carried out to the interior of our Sanctuary with the hope that
this will all be completed before the reopening for Church services

We would like to let everyone who has been joining with us over the past 12 years for Gossip & Guzzle that
unfortunately all good things eventually come to an end.

However the good news is that we are planning to organise a new venture for the first Thursday of each month and
that will be an afternoon tea Time4Tea. This can hopefully be held in the newly renovated main part of the church
where we can be more socially distanced if it is still needed.  Obviously this is still in the pipeline so watch this spot for

further information
Keep safe & well until we can be together again

Ford End Senior  Tea

The next tea will be held at 3pm on Monday, 15th July  at Woodstock, Church Lane, Ford End. Anyone
interested or who has not been before, please ring Sheila Bearman on 01245 237335 or 07977 077945
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Parish
Directory

To advertise in the
Parish News, please
contact us by email on
adverts@parish-news.co.uk

The Rose & Crown
between

Little Waltham and
Great Waltham

A Great Little Pub and
Restaurant with good food, and

a warm and friendly
atmosphere

Open All Day

Ben and his staff will be
delighted to welcome you.
If you want to ensure a table

is available

Telephone 01245 360359
www.roseandcrowngreatwaltham.co.uk

Pl
esh

ey Tree Services

Tree Surgeons & Arborists

Telephone 01245 362988
Pruning & Shaping
Felling & Removal
Planning & Advice

Free quotations & advice
NPTC qualified

Council Approved
Work compliant to BS3998 & BS5837

Fully Insured
e-mail:

tomcrees@plesheytreeservices.co.uk
www.plesheytreeservices.com

Post Office
opening times

Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
(open lunch hours)

Saturday 9am to 12.30pm
When visiting the Post Office, why not use the shop?

You will find -
Groceries, Fresh Produce, Sausages &

Bacon, Newsagent, Stationery, Dry cleaning,
Delicatessen, Frozen Food, Greeting Cards,

Photocopying, National Lottery, Car Tax
Barrack Lane, Great Waltham

Telephone: 01245 360278

Walthambury Stores
Great Waltham, Essex

WALTHAMBURY STORES

Chartered Surveyors | Estate Agents | Property Consultants

> Experienced and
knowledgeable in your area

> Large applicant database
with access to London buyers

> Competitive fee structure

Call today for aFREEmarket appraisal

01245 292 100
fennwright.co.uk

‘trusted’property experts

Structural Steelwork,
Steel Fabrication, Gates,
Railings and anything

for the garden
Tel: 01245 237233

enquiries@plesheyforgeltd.co.uk

Unit 20, Warners Farm,
Main Road, Howe Street
Chelmsford CM3 1BL

www.plesheyforgeltd.co.uk
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L. BARTRUPT & SON LTD
Lavenders Farm
Ford End
Chelmsford
Essex CM3 1LL

Locally grown selected potatoes (25kg bags)
Available in season - October to April

Desiree (reds) Estima (whites)
& King Edwards

Frozen Chips & Roast Potatoes
(2 ½ kg bags)

ALWAYS OUTSTANDINGLY GOOD VALUE

Free local delivery for larger orders

Telephone: 01245 237371

Fitted Furniture
Kitchens

Wardrobes
Bookcases

….and much more

A & W Gowers Ltd
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers

A local family run company with many years of
experience providing bespoke joinery to trade and

 private customers.

Conservation, Restoration, Ordinary or
Contemporary, we can manufacture and install all

types of work.

 For free friendly advice and estimates please con-
tact us at

www.special-joinery.com
Howe Street, Great Waltham, Chelmsford

Telephone: 01245 362737
Now selling eco-friendly stove briquettes as well

Windows
Doors

Conservatories
Gates
Stairs

uild.co.ukDRISCOLL
CLEANING SERVICES

Window Cleaner

01245 360540

MOT's, Vehicle Servicing
Tyres, Vehicle Diagnostics

Air Conditioning Repair
Clutches, Welding

Free Local Collection
"We look forward to seeing you

and your car"
Neil and Sarah

Unit 1 Walthambury Farm
Pleshey Road, Great Waltham

CM3 1AZ
www.woodautomotive.co.uk

01245 361180

Wood Automotive

?

● Sweeping

● Fully Insured

● Stove Servicing

● Nest Removals

● Advice Service

● Stove Installa-
tions

● CCTV

● Smoke Test

● Flexi Inner In-
stalls

 Tel. 0800 112 3600
Mob. 0791 870

www.stephenschimneysweep.co.
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Thank you for all of the contributions to this edition of 'Parish News'.  Please send your contributions for the next issue
by email to: gwparishnews@gmail.com Enquiries and advertising  requests should be sent by e-mail to:
gwparishnews@gmail.com The last date for inclusion in the September issue is August 13th

Great Waltham Parish Council
Clerk, W Adshead-Grant, Great Waltham Village Hall, South Street, Great Waltham, Essex CM3 1DF

Tel 07880 717329 clerk@greatwalthamparishcouncil.co.uk

gwparishnews@gmail.com

The following is a summary extract (by Mike Steel – Chair) of the Parish Council Meeting of 19th May 2020 held on-line.
The full and approved minutes are published on the Parish Council Notice boards and at the Parish Website
https://e-voice.org.uk/greatwalthamparish/
The City Cllr reported that there is a special meeting of City Council on the 27th May with the main item being the
adoption of the Chelmsford Local Plan. Update on City Council services (previously reported that all services are being
delivered, some with modifications) -  Hylands House Car Park is now open, but play areas are still closed. City Council
have handed out 95% of £31m business grants (leisure, hospitality, retail). City Council continues to work with CVS to
manage the Chelmsford Hub distributing food parcels, etc to Cat A, Cat B shielded people and other direct enquiries
and referrals from EWS. With local groups, Hub (CVS + CCC), EWS and Goodsamapp, the volunteer numbers
significantly outweigh the requirements.
The Essex County Cllr reported that Recycling centres across Essex are opening. Queues are likely, and use is limited.
Country Parks are open with limited parking due to distancing restriction. Sheepcotes roundabout works complete.
The Parish Council considered a request from a resident for a weight restriction through Broads Green. Such
applications have failed previously and the PC considered whether an “unsuitable for large vehicles” might have more
chance of success. 2 Cllrs agreed to carry out a volume survey to gauge the actual usage by HGVs.
The results of a consultation with Ford End residents (12 attended) resulted in a conclusion that a more modest project
for a woodland at the lower end of the Recreation ground would be preferred. To be followed up with a new design.
The VE committee reported that they had cancelled all events but promoted self-isolation own garden parties. The
nationwide celebrations will be moved to August (VJ Day and end of WW2). It was agreed to transfer the approved
£150 PC contribution to VJ day.
Normally the May meeting is the Annual Meeting when the Chair and other roles are elected. These were suspended
under the Coronavirus Act 2020 Regulation 4, and the current members will continue until next May.
The next Parish Council meeting will be held Monday 20th July 2020.  Likely that this will be an online meeting. The
Public and Press are welcome to attend. The agenda will be published on the Parish website and notice boards before
the meeting and will include joining instructions (or contact the Clerk).

Can you help deliver the Parish
News ?

If you have an hour to spare at the end of each month
we would value your help. Copies are delivered to

you for distribution on a specific round.
If you are interested please contact:

either
Alison Bridge 01245 360851 or email

alison@bridgeboys.co.uk
Or Alison Dewar 078012342610 or

Email: alison@straightpr.co.uk

Great Waltham Horticultural Society

       ANNUAL SHOW
        with a difference

The 2020 show  has had to be canceled due
to COVID-19 however it is not forgotten.

There are 5 classes to make or do at home.
and send in a photo of each to be judged.

         1. Small arrangement in a pot of flowers and/or
foliage from the garden.

           2. Vegetable or fruit on a plate.
3. A sumptuous looking Victoria Sandwich Cake
4. Children- decorated cupcakes -
             most imaginative

           5. Children- create a robot out of recyclables

   Please send your photos with your name, address and the class
you are entering to:  Helen Willis,3 Chapel Row,

Howe Street CM3 1BG  or email to hnwillis@hotmail.co.uk
       by September 19th 2020
         All winners will be in the

October GW Parish News.


