ECC and CCC report for May 2025


Highways
The Members Highways Initiative (MHI) of 24/25 has fixed more than 8,000 additional carriageway defects and 6,000 footway defects over the last year, on top of the standard work schedules. Basically, I get an extra allowance for defects raised by residents or Parish Councils. I have made extensive use of this over the last year, and I am pleased to say it will continue into this year.
A new allowance starts  – so If there is a serious concern with a defect, email cllr.mike.steel@essex.gov.uk 
In order to use MHI, I need:
1. The issue should already be reported on Highways Track-It https://www.essexhighways.org/track-it I need the reference number
1. If it is not already on Track it, please add it https://www.essexhighways.org/tell-us and you will get a reference number
1. A photo would be helpful, if safe to take
1. Description of the location, or what3words. If it is several defects over a short distance, please give more details of locations.
This can cover roads, pavements, kerbs, unlit signs 
 

Road Safety Issues
Whilst this affects mainly the southern part of my division, I am including it in the report to GW, in order to show the priority given to roads that record fatalities, and serious injury accidents. These can be seen on Essex traffweb https://essex.traffweb.app/traffweb/3/Collisions which records slight injury, serious injury, and fatalities – as recorded by the police. ECC Highways do not keep a record of other accidents (which do not have to be reported beyond insurance companies), and does not make comparisons between traffic schemes using such data.

There is a proposal to reduce the speed limits on the A414 between the Widford Roundabout and the B181 Tylers Green. This speed limit reduction is being sought for safety reasons following a high number of fatal collisions in the past 12-18 months. These reductions are initially temporary (18 months), but the intention is to make them permanent. 
[image: ]I met with the Team Leader Rd Safety Engineering (who runs the Casualty Reduction initiatives), and he revealed that they are also looking at Average Speed Cameras along the route, funded by DfT – Safer Roads.

I have commented on the proposals – specifically that the current situation does create some confusion in that travelling from Chelmsford to the M11 junction, a driver goes through 7 different speed limits. The proposal lessens this to 6, but still has numerous changes, which leaves a driver wondering what speed limit they are in. My suggestion is that the whole road is made 40mph, except the 30mph through a couple of populated areas. The response I got was: “Each of the speed limit reductions will be clearly signed with the appropriate terminal signing and repeater signing, the speed limit reductions have been applied in conjunction with road user perception of appropriate speed limits of road users using this section. If we substantially reduce a speed limit say by 20mph (from National to 40mph) and the nature and environment of the road does not reflect this, (i.e long straight sections, with good forward visibility ) it may result in dangerous overtaking manoeuvres which means we create another issue. This is however something we could review before moving forward with a permanent proposal”
 
Also, I stated that I would welcome similar consideration for the A1060. 
The Casualty Reduction Team are still investigating a fatality there and tell me that the Police’s investigation / Forensics report and Coroner’s investigation, are still be ongoing so they can’t publish their internal report yet, which is still being collated ready for internal review. 

In the meantime, I decided to raise an LHP request for the A1060. We are supposed to be in a new budget year for the LHP, but currently there is a hold on meetings – I do not know why this is. However, I raised the LHP request to get it into the system:

LHP Request:
Location of the issue: Junction of A1060 and Vicarage Road, Roxwell
Parish: Roxwell CP
Issue type: Safety_reviews,Speed_limit_reduction,otherAlternative Rout Finders through a village

Details of request:
Requested by: County Member
On the 20th September, 2024, there was a fatality at this junction. A vehicle turning right, from Vicarage Road, was hit and the driver killed. The problem is that the visibility splay from the turning is restricted in both directions because the road bends back towards Vicarage road, on both sides. The speed limit at that point on the A1060 is 60mph (PR1), but the visibility from the junction is less than that required for such speeds. There are no obstacles impairing the view - it is just the bend of the road. The only solution is to get the speed down on the A1060 - so the suggestion is reducing the speed limit to 40mph at his section (or longer - other junctions have similar issues) 
R
Further supporting evidence:Essex Traffweb shows the fatality. The Casualty eduction team have been looking at this but there is no guarantee that it will result in a change.


Devolution and LGR:
The Government are keen to extend the number of unitary authorities and mayors and have asked for expressions of interest. Conservative run Essex County Council have responded positively and submitted their expression of interest. They launched a consultation on the principles of Unitaries and Mayors and this closed on April 14th. The proposals are that the current fifteen councils in Essex, which include the County Council, two unitaries (Thurrock and Southend) and twelve other District, City and Borough councils, should be rationalised to between three and five unitaries. The unitary would take on the responsibilities currently held by both District and County. In addition, there would be a directly elected mayor with a combined authority to make key decisions on issues including Transport and Housing. The timetable is: 
1. Elections for a Greater Essex Mayor on May 7th, 2026
1. Elections for the new-look Essex councils in May 2027
1. The new councils would replace the existing ones in 2028
Essex will need to submit their detailed proposal by September this year, with how many unitaries and their composition. Also, consideration will be given to those areas without a town or parish council and what additions need to be put in place.  The latest news is that the Local Government Minister, Jim McMahon, has proposed that the make-up of the Combined Authority would include three voting members from Essex and two each from Thurrock and Southend. The County Council argues that it represents 80% of the population and therefore should have at least 50% of the votes; they propose 2:1:1 with the Mayor having the casting vote. We await the outcome.

Love Your Bus
Chignal and High Easter Parish Council, jointly applied for funds for extra services and were successful 

GWPC may be interested in the following:
Rural England Prosperity Fund Grant Scheme - now open to applications

Chelmsford City Council’s Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) is now open to applications.  
The Fund is to support capital projects that improve productivity and strengthen rural economies and communities. The Fund is aimed at both rural businesses and rural community groups.  
Chelmsford City Council is inviting applications for funding of capital projects up to the value of £10,000. Applications should have 20% of match funding in place. Full eligibility criteria and further details can be found on our website: www.chelmsford.gov.uk/repf. The webpage also contains a link and instructions for an eligibility map which details the areas within Chelmsford that are classed as ‘rural’ by DEFRA for the purpose of this fund. (GW is covered)
Applications should be received by 30th June 2025. If funding remains following this call for projects, we will then reopen the scheme to applications. 
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