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“20’s Plenty…

1) Campaigns for a 
20mph default where 
people and motor 
vehicles mix

2) Supports local 
campaigners that want 
20mph in their place”



Resources



Agenda

• Why 20mph?

• Lessons from elsewhere

• Situation in Essex

• What next?



Why 20mph?

• 1mph slower => 6% fewer 
collisions

• 30mph vs. 20mph => c.7x 
fatality risk for a pedestrian



Benefits

• Economic
• Better for local business
• 20%+ fewer casualties
• Independent mobility for young and old

• Social
• Better for health
• More walking and cycling
• People take precedence over motor vehicles
• Stronger communities

• Environmental
• Climate-friendly
• Reduces pollution
• Less noise



20mph 
consistently 

popular
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From John 
O’Groats…
Highland Council supporting  
20mph
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…to 
Lands 
End



Hampshire and 
West Sussex  

reviewing speed 
management 

policies



“…[Southampton] 
sets a clear 

precedent that will 
see 20mph limits 

become the norm 
for our city’s 

residential streets.”

Jeremy Moulton, 
Deputy Leader SCC
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In Oxfordshire 
85% of streets 
to be 20mph



Typically, 20mph means 20% 
fewer casualties. Edinburgh saw 

a larger reduction



“In Wales, 
20mph is normal 
& 30mph is the 
exception”
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20’s Plenty in 
Essex: 10 

campaigns



FROM 2021: 
https://www.essexhighways.org/getti

ng-around/safer-greener-healthier





COVID-19



Progress in 
Essex: 1



Whilst considerable success was made in reducing the number of deaths and 

serious injuries recorded on the roads of Essex between 2005 and 2020, 

there were still 42 deaths and 675 serious injuries recorded in 

2020. This is too many deaths and injuries and the Partnership has adopted an 

ambitious target to achieve ZERO deaths and serious injuries by 2040. In 

addition, an interim target of reducing deaths and serious injuries by 50% has also been 
adopted by 2030.



Progress in 
Essex: II

…but…
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…no progress on road deaths since 2010…
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…and most benefits to vehicle occupants
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Gloucestershire



1 ✓

2 ✓

3  No other mention of 20mph?



20mph: silver bullet or golden thread



Essex policy is to ration 20mph:
• DfT guidance (2013) supersedes
• Treats 20mph as an exception
• Series of criteria puts barriers in the way
• Over engineered solutions
• Etc, etc



“A village: a community of people or an 
obstruction to my journey somewhere?”



Asking ECC 
for 20mph…



Agenda

• Why 20mph?

• Lessons from elsewhere

• Situation in Essex

• What next?



Next steps
1. Form a local campaign

2. Pass a 20mph motion

3. Ask ECC to make 20mph the default



Buy bin stickers or banners…



…and…come 
to 20s Plenty 
Annual 
Conference 

***SAVE THE DATE THURSDAY 20TH OCTOBER 
2022***

20’s Plenty National Conference: Oxfordshire 
County Hall 10am

Learn how Wales, Scotland, and local 
authorities such as Oxfordshire, Cornwall and 
Scottish Borders are implementing “20mph 
limits as a norm”.

https://www.20splenty.org/oxford20conf


In summary

1. Form a local campaign

2. Pass a PC motion asking for 20mph

3. Ask ECC for a 20mph default speed limit

4. Purchase resources to support your campaign

5. Come to the conference



Next Steps – Your views welcome

Essex



Thank you!
Adrian Berendt



Enforcement

• 20mph limits are enforceable

• Some police forces actively enforce

• Significant benefits even with limited 
enforcement

• Community initiatives play a part

• New in car limiters will enforce soon



Essex killed: 
dispersed, 
mostly faster 
roads



Serious 
Injuries: 
more in 
urban areas



Pedestrian & 
cyclist KSIs 
mostly urban 
centres



Who kills 
whom?


