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Minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Committee held on Monday 7th April 2025 at The Pavilion, South Street , Great Waltham at 7.00pm. 

1. Chair’s Welcome.
Chair: Martin
Cllrs: Gilbert, Stephenson, Jenkins, Bradley, Taylor and Jackson.

2. Apologies for Absence.
The Clerk

3. Declarations of interests (existence and nature) regarding items on the agenda and to consider any               dispensations required to transact the business on the agenda.
Cllr Jackson and Bradley – Allotments (items 5)

4. Public Participation session with respect to items on the agenda or any items that they wish to bring to the Councils attention.
There were no members of the public present.

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. Update on available plots on Brook Mead and Bury Lane – (Cllr Martin).
The Clerk provided the following information on plot vacancies:

	Brook Mead
	Bury Lane

	001
	

	002
	

	003
	

	006
	

	007
	

	010B
	

	011
	

	016B
	

	017
	

	018B
	



The Clerk is currently dealing with one interested party for Brook Mead. 
It was noted that for the first time in recent memory, as a result of the out of parish policy change, regular advertising and the efforts of Cllrs and Clerk all plots at Bury Lane are hired. 

	There are still some plots holders that owe the rent for 2024-2025
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The allotment policy requires payment within 40 days of the due date and the report highlighted arrears approaching 190 days. 

Resolution: The Clerk will write again to the plot holders in arrears requesting payment with 7 days. In the absence of a valid reason for non-payment and if payment isn’t received within 7 days the Clerk will issue termination notices.

6. Report on Playground Inspections.
Cllr Stephenson reported on the weekly inspections at Howe Street and Great Waltham recreation grounds. 
The Clerk provided an update on inspections and repairs carried out by the handyman at Great Waltham. 

7. Report from Allotments Supervisor - (Cllr Taylor).
Cllr Taylor is awaiting the new tablet to record inspections and is in the process of making arrangements to clear waste and unwanted items from both sites. He will confirm the positioning of skips at both sites before submitting a proposal on the cost of skips to the Council. He continues to investigate the best solution for plot markers.

8. Updates on the Action Tracker - (All).
The action tracker was reviewed and several items were updated or closed.

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
9. Review progress and outstanding actions on the Recreation Grounds Inspection Tracker – (Cllr    Martin).
It was reported that this year’s annual play ground inspections will take place in May and while many outstanding defects from last year’s reports have been cleared there may still be some outstanding.

Resolution:	Clerk to arrange any working parties as necessary to clear outstanding defects.

10. To receive an update from the Great Waltham Recreation Ground Play Area Working Group on progress and agree with the next steps – (Cllr Gilbert).
The working group had a productive meeting on March 26th and a further meeting with the grant consultant has resulted in the following progress:
· The first grant application is at the final stages and will be submitted shortly
· The organiser of the Great Waltham Art Show has confirmed space for a presentation stand on May 3rd & 4th 
· Great Waltham Primary School has agreed to have a presentation stand at their picnic event on April 26th 
· A crowd funding page has been set up
· An article has been submitted to the Parish News for the May edition
· A handout flyer and a corporate brochure are being produced
· The next working group meeting is on the 8th April
· The next meeting with the grant consultant is on the 10th April

11. Propose the Council purchases an electric sprayer and paint for the Pavilion exterior walls – (Cllr Martin).
The equipment and materials required to spray the outside walls of the Pavilion was discussed and it was agreed this was still a good option. Paint colours were reviewed and it was agreed to use olive green. The work will be carried out by volunteers.

Resolution:	Submit a proposal to the Council to purchase an electric sprayer and paint


12. Discuss the proposal for enhancing the area around the War Memorial.-(Cllr Gilbert).
The report on the current condition of the wooden posts around the memorial was discussed and various options considered. It was agreed further investigations on cost and materials was required. It was agreed that if possible the existing chains should be re-used.

[bookmark: _Hlk510291171]Resolution:	Clerk to investigate wood, metal and recycled plastic post options, if possible using local suppliers 


Members – Gilbert, Martin, Jenkins, Taylor, Jackson, Bradley and Stephenson.

The meeting was closed at 8.45pm.
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