Great Abington Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Telephone: 01223 892000

The annual meeting of Great Abington Parish Council was held in the main hall at Abington Institute on Monday 20th May 2024 

The meeting starts after the Parish Meeting has finished at 7.00pm 

Present: Tony Orgee, Jill Carter, Louise Patten, Mak and the Clerk, with thirteen members of the public.


5. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN - Jill Carter proposed Tony Orgee as the Chairman which was seconded by Louise Patten, with the support of Mak.
6. SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORM BY CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS. The declaration was signed be Tony Orgee signed and witnessed by the Clerk after the meeting.  
As there were many people attending the meeting, Tony Orgee suggested changing the order of the agenda to bring the correspondence item forward after item 9 had been completed and to enable the public to raise any other matters of concern, as this meeting did not have an ‘open forum’ item.
7. ALL COUNCILLORS TO CONSIDER WHETHER THEIR REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS FORMS NEED UPDATING. Councillors had no changes to make to their interest forms.
8. APOLOGIES were received and unanimously accepted by all councillors from Stephen McDonnell and Jane Bowen.
9. ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2024/25
a) Vice-Chairman – Louise Patten proposed Jill Carter, which was seconded by Mak with the support of Tony Orgee.
b) Planning meetings – It was unanimously agreed that all Councillors could attend the meetings.
c) Recreation Ground Committee representatives– the three Councillors proposed by Tony Orgee and seconded by Mak were Louise Patten, Jill Carter and Stephen McDonnell.
d) Street lighting Roads, footpaths, hedges, trees and verges – Jane Bowen and Louise Patten.

e) Liaison with Little Abington Parish Council – the three councillors would continue to be Tony Orgee, Jill Carter and Stephen McDonnell
d) Police Liaison – Tony Orgee
e) Village Institute Management Committee – Tony Orgee
f) Newsletter – Jill Carter
g) Health & Safety inspection of assets: dogbins/bins, benches and bus shelters – It was unanimously agreed that all Councillors would check the assets.
h) Finance working group – at least three councillors Tony Orgee, Jill Carter and Stephen McDonnell but all councillor are welcome to attend





Where no proposer is mentioned above it was unanimously agreed by the councillors.

19. CORRESPONDENCE- item brought forward on the agenda
c) Resident requested that the speed camera not be near his house at the entrance to Meadow Walk. Tony Orgee explained that the Mobile vehicle activated signs (MVAS) would located in three positions on the High Street and that the council had subsequently applied for 20mph speed limits on the High Steet and Linton Road, therefore it was unlikely that the MVAS would be used in this location, more likely on the High Street and Pampisford Road. Action Clerk to send Jeff Ryen the map showing the locations of the 20mph signs. 
Flooding in the recreation ground field was raised by member of the public, who explained although this area regularly floods, it normally drains away, but recently the flood water has remained. The parishioner suggested that a pipe somewhere may have collapsed or wasn’t working to help drain away the flood water. He explained that this had been a problem for the last 6 months. It was agreed that there had been unprecedented rain this year. A previous village resident that there had been a culvert that ran along the back boundary of the school to the river and that possibly a pipe was installed when the MUGA, tarmacked area was built running between the recreation ground and the cricket ground boundary to the river. The recreation ground committee representative at the meeting stated that the committee would try to do something about resolving the problem.
b) Email informing the council that the field behind Moorefield has been advertised for sale as strategic land, and suggesting the council should hold a meeting about the sale and any possible impact on the community. Tony Orgee outlined the history of the recent village development and how the Council decided to be pro-active in 2011 to ensure any development was located where residents wanted it in the three locations supported by 70% residents which subsequently became Larkfield, Moorefield and is Bancroft Farm. Maple Rise was a speculative development, which the council opposed, as it was outside the village envelop. The council felt that a 20% increase in housing for the village was sufficient, there was no great desire for further development in the village.

The field for sale was outside of the village envelop and has a footpath along it. It was suggested that the Parish Council apply for the field to be classified as an Asset of Community Value (ACV) which mean that if the District Council agreed to have it being listed with this status, the field would be offered to the community to purchase prior to being sold on the open market and time  would be allow for the funds to be raised.

Tony Orgee proposed that the Parish Council with the support of local residents, ( Wendy Williams and Martin Kramer), make an application  for the field to be listed as an ACV, which was unanimously supported by councillors. The council would use the application made by Little Abington Council for the Scout field sale.
All the members of the public left the meeting.

10. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAST MEETINGS – The minutes for the meeting held on 18th March,  and the planning meeting 1st May, were approved by a proposal from Tony Orgee, which was seconded by ill Carter and supported by Louise Patten.
11. DO ANY COUNCILLORS HAVE INTERESTS TO DECLARE IN ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING? No interests were declared.
12. HIGHWAY ISSUES

a) Potholes on High Street, Newmarket Road and Pampisford Road and what the result was of Henry’s request for more permanent solution to the Pampisford road. Bigger patches would be put on the potholes to ensure that they lasted longer.
b) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities. Jane was not at the meeting to report an update, but was regularly following up with the planning department.
c) The footpath outside Moorefield on the Pampisford is breaking up. Referred to a new footpath team. The Clerk was awaiting a reply from Nicola Burden, in the Highway team.
d) LHI bid for 20 mph speed limits – the signs should be installed in June. 
e) Plans for Mobile vehicle activated sign. Action: Clerk to contact Amoatan Evans for an update on this project.
f) Children crossing sign near the school. The council suggest the school contacts the County Council Education Dept to get the signs installed. Action: Clerk to contact the school to ask them to find out if this is possible.
g) Request to have lines painted on Linton Road to highlight lowered kerbs to stop them being obstructed by vehicles. Action: Clerk to contact the Highway Dept to get the work done,
13. PLANNING – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
14. FINANCE

a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below. Tony Orgee proposed that the council authorise the payments in the table below, which was seconded by Mak, with the support of all councillors. 

b) Income – Precept £18,000 (the full precept) 
c) Transfer of memory stick from Clerk. This would be done after the meeting.
d) Councillors having difficulties finding the form to complete to be added to the account to get online access to the Barclays account. Jane hasn’t received her card and card reader. Action: Clerk to contact Barclays by phone  
Payment to be authorised by councillors:

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for March 
	£374.88

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for March and underpaid tax  
	£157.70

	Bank transfer
	Zurich Insurance
	Council insurance policy
	£635.58

	Bank transfer
	Ian Blackman
	Installation of bench
	£244.80

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for April 
	£250.88

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for April  
	£163.20

	Bank transfer
	Ian Blackman
	Facia repair & revarnished noticeboard
	£104.50

	Bank transfer 
	Abington Institute
	Hall hire
	 £36.00


e) Can councillors approve the year-end figures and the supporting statement for the year end circulated to all councillors? Tony Orgee proposed the council approve the year-end figures and supporting statement, which includes the section 106 statement, which was seconded by Jill Carter, with the support of all councillors.

 (The Clerk explained that £48,585.16 of council funds were ring fenced and that £99,570.33 were section 106 funds (including interest accrued), which left the council with less than £10,000 in its reserves. £45.34 in interest accrued on section 106 funds during 2023 was owed to Abington Institute- Action: Clerk to write to Bernie Talbot to explain that the only outstanding section 106 funds due to the Institute Committee is £45.34 in interest accrued in 2023.
f) The Council can no longer complete the annual governance statement and approve and sign the annual return accounting statements until the internal auditor has done their work and issued a report. Can councillors agree a date to meet to review/accept the year- end figures and complete the Annual Governance and Accountability Return? Councilors agreed a meeting date of 4th July.
g) The public inspection period for the audit would need to be revised from 3rd June -12th July, as the council needs to meet prior to the period starting. 

h) April standing order pay of £229.86 went out, therefore Clerk to return this pay. Action: Clerk to return this payment.
i) Update on getting the Clerks pay administered externally. Tony Orgee was still investigating options.  
Bank balances as at 31st March 2024
Barclays:
Community Account - £ 1.00
Business Interest - £ 22,252.63
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £ 53,091.04
Unity Account - £ 51,066.44
	
	
	

	
	
	


15. SECTION 106 ACCOUNT 

a) Councillors have received an updated version on section 106 spent and how much remains in the account. Interest earned on account in the last year has allocated this to the Open Space (Recreation Ground) or Play area. Can the council approve this allocation of interest? Councillors unanimously approved the allocation of the section 106 interest for 2023-24 to the section 106 beneficaries.
16. ACTIONS FROM THE LAST MEETING
a) Quote for summer coach trip to Felixstowe and Hunstanton on Friday 26th of July received. Do Councillors want to book a coach trip, who would lead the trip for the PC and what would the charges be for adults, children (what age would go free) and retired people. What guidelines would there be on non-villager guests and charges. Tony Orgee explained that the trips started when residents didn’t have access to transport, when most resident do now have access to it, therefore the very high costs are difficult to justify. There were enough interest clubs in the village to organise trips for residents and older people had free bus passes. Councillors unanimously agreed to not run the coach trip at a cost of £775-a coach. 
b) Enquiries about the culvert under the MUGA to try to establish if this is causing water to remain in the Recreation Ground. Councillors though that the planning dept would have the original plans for the Multy use games area (MUGA) which may show if there are drains below the surface. Action: Tony Orgee to contact the History Society. Action: Clerk to write to ARGC if they have any plans for the MUGA showing drainage pipes beneath the surface.
c) Repairs to the school High Street bus shelter and revarnishing of the noticeboard and fixing the locking mechanism have been done.

d) Walk around North, South and Chalky Road about land ownership and who to contact and how inaccessible some footpaths are to mobility scooters. Jane Bowen and the Clerk walked around the footpaths and identified landowners the Clerk needed to contact about overgrown paths – Action: Clerk. 
e) Update Community Warden scheme. Jane Bowen was not at the meeting to update councillors.
f) Update on Parish Council email addresses. Stephen McDonnell was not at the meeting to update councillors.

g) Response from Granta Park about the reason for the felling of established trees and the removal of some on the Pampisford Road boundary. Action: Clerk to resend email to Orestis. 
17. ITEMS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

a) Question about why the Council increased the Council element of the council tax by so much this year. This was explained in the Chairman’s report during the Parish meeting earlier in the evening.
b) Suggestion to ask Brookfield not to cut the grass in May, unless it dangerous. Councillors unanimously agreed that they wanted the verges and green places cut as normal during May.
c) Bins on Linton Road not emptied often enough. Councillors thought the increased litter in this area could be due to increased rubbish or the bins being emptied less often. There were no dog waste bins between Linton Road and Hildersham. Possibly more dog poo bins were required possibly in Hildersham- action Clerk to contact HPC.
d) Suggestion that contact details showing where to report problems, such as bins, lights, parking concerns etc on the noticeboard - Action Clerk
e) Suggestion that the Council apply to register the pub and the village shop as an Assets of Community Value. Action Clerk – to contact the pub and the shop owners to ask their views of this suggestion.
f) New Model Financial Regulations have been issued by NALC on 5th May. The Council needs to review, tailor them to the council’s needs and adopt them at the July meeting. Query about wording for Risk Management policy wording concerning cyber crime directed to NLAC website, nothing found. Action Clerk 
18. REPORT FROM THE LIAISON MEETING
a) Items the council needs to consider or make decisions about that were discussed at this meeting. There has been no meeting recently, the next one would be  in June.
19. CORRESPONDENCE

a) Email request bus stop markings on High Street to stop vehicles parking in this area, and driveway being blocked. Councillors observed that the bus stop sign on the wall had disappeared and thought that the reinstatement of this sign may resolve the problem. Action Clerk – to contact the Highway dept to ask to have the bus stop sign reinstated.
b) Email informing the council that the field behind Moorefield has been advertised for sale, and suggesting the council should hold a meeting about it. Discussed earlier in the meeting.
c) Resident requested that the speed camera not be near his house at the entrance to Meadow Walk.. Discussed earlier in the meeting.

d) Vehicles parking on the verges and green area in Magna Close. The Community Policeman visited the location and observed no car parking in this area. Action: Clerk to ask him to visit again in the evening or morning highlighting that it is a play are and cc’in DC. Photos may help . Purpose built parking bay by DC may help- email DC
20. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA on 15th July 2024
ACV, FR Holiday dates?      

Meeting ended at 8.50pm
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Email: harper802@btinternet.com
Tel: 01223 892000

Planning applications/appeals considered by the Parish Council and decisions made by the District Council  

Parish Council decisions

23/00941/HFUL- 131 High Street- front porch extension & single storey extension…
Parish Council recommended refusal on 17/04/23
23/00941/62 North Road- demolition of dwelling & erection of a detached dwelling and garage.

Parish Council recommended approval on 17/04/23

Amendments to application Ref :22/05549/OUT – TWI, Granta Park – Outline application for the development of the TWI campus (including means of access) for use by TWI (comprising but not limited to a range of related uses including office and laboratory space, and ancillary facilities including conferencing and non-residential education/training uses) and/or for Research and Development purposes (Use Class E(g)(ii)); following the erection of two new buildings centred off the central service spine (B4 and B5), one building (B6)

Parish Council recommended refusal on 17/04/2023

23/01336/FUL- Land adjacent to 19 South Road – erection one, two storey dwelling

Parish Council recommended approval on 03/05/23

District Council decisions

23/00099/FUL- 16 Chalky Road – construction of a 4 bed detached bungalow

District Council approved 03/05/203

23/00559/HFUL- 43A North Road – replace detached garage/outbuilding, additional dormer window on east elevation.

District Council approved between 10th – 16th April 2023

