Great ABINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
Telephone: 01223 892000
Email: harper802@btinternet.com

A meeting of Great Abington Parish Council took place at Abington Institute on Monday 17th March 2025

Attended meeting: Tony Orgee, Jill Carter (arrived just after the start of the meeting), Jane Bowen, Risa Nagasaki, David Pollock, District Councillor John Batchelor and the Clerk. 

Meeting started at 7.15pm

118.Open forum   - no items were raised

119. Apologies – Jill had said she would arrive after the start of the meeting and Mak and District and County Councillor Henry Batchelor sent their apologies which were accepted.

120. Declaration of interest in items to be discussed. Tony declared an interest in item 129c as Glenn does work for him and in the item for funds for Loe Abington, as the treasurer for this village group.

121. The minutes for the last meeting held on 20th January 2025, were unanimously approved but councillors needed longer to consider the minutes for the 24th February 2025.

122. Co-option of new Parish Councillor
David Pollock expressed an interest in becoming councillor and forwarded his CV to councillors. At the meeting he outlined his background explaining that he had lived in Larkfield for 1 ½ years. Councillors unanimously voted for him to become a parish councillor. He completed his declaration of interest form and acceptance of office form on 18th March and the Clerk witnessed it.

[bookmark: _Hlk145224750]123. Report from Councillor Henry Batchelor –circulated – Henry had sent his apologies.

124. Report from Councillor John Batchelor –circulated 
John explained that the District and County Councils were being reorganised, to make a larger authority, with the role of the mayor continuing. The council had to had to outline by the end of the month how they would become a unitary authority. By November 2025, they had to have a solid proposal ready for the government. The preferred option was to go with the Greater Cambridgeshire arrangement, with the District and City Council working together, as each new Unitary Authority should have 500,000 households. The District and County Council were likely to disappear in 2027-28, with elections in 2026. The cost of the reorganisation and delivering a new authority was estimated to be £6 million. 
 Tony asked if the DC/unitary authority was likely to rearrange the parish council elections to be at the same time as their elections to save money. John said he didn’t know as there were many unknown factors at the moment.

125. Highway issues/matters
a) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities- To be discussed later in the meeting.
b) Update on footpath between Pampisford Road and Chalky Road. Verges have been cut by Glenn Broad.
c)Update on clearing path to wood on the previous name LSA Estate, from the North Road end. Asked by Oliver Ayton to put the path on the ‘reportit’ portal, which has been done, as nothing was likely to happen otherwise due to his workload; he also explained that this was not the sort of location they wrote letters threatening to undertake the work and bill the landowner (not by a road). 
d) Chased up the on-going request for white lines to highlight the lowered kerbs on Linton Road, repairs required on the path outside the school and asked if improvements can be made to the pothole repairs at the entrance to Mortlock gardens. Action Clerk to ask Henry the contact details for the new Highway officer, explain that the route is a ‘safer route to school’ and send a photo of the poor-quality work down to repair the entrance to Mortlock Gardens entrance
e) New Mobile vehicle activated sign-request for road watch volunteers will be in the next  Newsletter.
f) The speed bumps in Pampisford road, seem to cause potholes, Henry has requested a cost/ benefit analysis of them. Action Clerk to chase up response.

126. Selection of grass contractor for the verges, Larkfield and the churchyard.
SCDC’s Simon Chadwick has clarified that this council will be responsible for verges for this season not CCC. The Clerk sought three quotations from three previous grass contractors used, included the contractor used in 2024, but received no quotes despite chasing up her request. Three new grass contractors were also contacted, one failed to meet with the Clerk and one new contractor only sent a quote, Peter Carter. He had been doing work for Little Shelford Pc.
Councillors considered the quotation received from Peter Carter for the verges, churchyard and Larkfield, and unanimously agreed to accept his quotes. Councillors were happy with Peter’s suggestion that the verges be trimmed at the edges and some times the other areas would be left for biodiversity.
Action Clerk to contact the last grass contractor to make it clear that last years contract had ceased.
 
127. Report on meeting held with SCDC Officers on 11th March concerning the implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan and planning enforcement when irregularities occur.
The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) was approved in 2018 but this council had been disappointed in how the plan had been interpreted by Planning Officers, and how planning enforcement had been implemented. Officers listened to the specific applications that had caused the council concern in the way the applications had been approved despite seeming to oppose the requirements of the NP. The meeting was very constructive, and councillors were told about the other factors planning officers need to consider with planning applications and the limitations that they work under. Permitted development for outbuildings and annexes were part of this limitation. Action Clerk to write to Planning Officers to formally ask for assistance modifying the NP to try to limit the number of annexes and permitted development in these locations. Also to ask how fencing (height) and fencing can be controlled.


The Clerk declared an interest in the planning application, as it was for her family and took no part in the discussions or decision. Tony Orgee would be forwarding the council’s response and comments to SCDC Planning Dept about this application.

128. Planning – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
b) Planning applications to be considered:
 Ref: 25/00520/OUT - 27 South Road - Outline application for the erection of one dwelling with all matters reserve.
There were 20 documents about this application, with 3 statutory consultees requesting further information or requesting that conditions be attached should the application be approved (consultees for tress, waste and environment). The biodiversity net gain is 3.3% when at least a 10% gain is required. Councillors unanimously agreed to support the application but wanted the statutory consultees comments to be considered by the planning officer in any decision made. Councillors wished to ensure that the other piece of land is not built on.

129. Finance – Order of agenda changed with item a)Finance moved to be considered after item g)

b) Income – nil apart from interest.
c) Transfer of memory stick to Chairman. No exchange from the Clerk. 
Payment to be authorised by councillors:
	Bank transfer 
	Zurich Insurance  
	Council insurance policy
	£653.49

	Bank transfer 
	Abington Recreation Ground Committee  
	Correction to autumn 2024 precept- wrong sum requested, paid £4,565.80 but £7,774.20
	£3,208.40    

	Bank transfer 
	Love Abington  
	Donation
	£100.00

	Bank transfer 
	Glenn Broad  
	Clearance of Footpath to Chalky Road 
	£100.00

	Bank transfer 
	Institute 
	Room rental 
	 £59.00

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tac for February
	£94.80

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for February  
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	SSE 
	Pedestrian lights 
	£31.39

	Bank transfer 
	Unity bank
	Bank service fee
	£6.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for January
	£474.58


d) Jane Bowen is now able to authorise payments from the Unity account.
e) The Transfer of £5000 to Barclays interest account from Unity account has been done as requested by councillor’s in January.

Tony Orgee took no part in the next item as the treasurer of the Love Abington Group.

f) Leonard Mead of Love Abington had requested a donation to fund a Spring Event on 26th April 10-1.00pm which will be showcasing the work of the Parish Councils on biodiversity and highlighting voluntary organisations in our village who promote the outdoor environment. £100 requested for publicity and running costs. Jill Carter proposed that the donation be approved which was seconded by Jane Bowen, with the support of Risa Nagasaki. Action : Clerk to request that Love Abington send the council a breakdown of how the funds had been used and that any residue be returned to the council. 
g) Bank balances:
Barclays Bank balances
		Community Account - £1.00
[bookmark: _Hlk182061033]Business Interest - £54,335.29 on 31/12/2024
Active Saver Account £27,774.16 on 31/01/2025
Unity Account - £76,098.86 on 28/02/2025
a) The payment in the table above for Glenn Broad was proposed by Jill Carter and seconded by Jane Bowen with the support of all councillors; Tony Orgee who took no part in the item. Payment of remaining invoices in the table were proposed by Tony Orgee and seconded by Jill Carter with the support of all councillors.

Emergency item was considered: payment on account of £200.00 to cover SCDC costs required by Tees Law for the amendment to the section 106 agreement to allow the zip wire funds to be used more generally projects on the Recreation Ground; (the Section 106 officer had agreed the funds could be used for the MUGA). Councillors unanimously approved this payment.  

130. Actions from the last meeting
a) Update on action concerning the Linton Road Greenway plan. Tony said the Linton Road plan had been sent to the council on 25th Sep 2024 and forwarded to Henry to query the verge ownership with CCC. Action: Clerk to chase up
b) Location of the recreation ground seat and quote to be obtained, before the seat can be ordered by the Clerk. Louise still needs to meet with Ian Blackman, but the seat will be in the play area.
c) Funding for electric charging points in Magna Close/Mortlock Gardens - SCDC offer zero carbon communities grants of up to £5000, but last round of funding has just closed. Action: Clerk to contact Bernie to establish whether the allotment parking area could be used.
d) Trees for spur of grass in Magna Close- requested a ‘no parking on grass’ sign and permission to plant trees sent to SCDC Housing Officer, who needed to know the exact location of the trees.
Action: Clerk to ask Mr Durrell where he would like the new trees planted taking into consideration the overhead cables, so that this council can seek permission for the exact location from the Housing Officer.

131. Items raised by councillors
a) Update on the project to improve the MUGA. ARG committee members are reviewing the three quotes received for the MUGA and would reply making the requests that the quotations be modified to meet the communities requirements. The questionnaire included in the newsletter brought a very positive set of responses from regular users of the recreation ground, from a mix age range of people. Tennis and walking football were suggested. The range of quotes received were between £60- 80,000, but the funds for the project are £57,000 from section 106 funds. The committee were looking for additional funds from the Community Lottery Fund, waste recycling and the Cambridge Community fund. Other funding options were being investigated.
b) Cleaning High Street bus shelter. Councillors approved sending up to £80 to get the bus shelter cleaned. Action: Clerk to arrange. 
c) Village clean up would be on 12th April  10-12 noon. Action Clerk: to arrange the loan of clean-up equipment from SCDC and to request refreshments from the Institute.
d) Can someone write the newsletter for the next month. Jane Bowen kindly agreed to write the newsletter. 

132. Update on the possible creation of one council 
a) Both councils have submitted lists of the benefits of creating one council to SCDC’s Governance Committee. SCDC will consult the community on this proposal and take note of the responses. If there is support for the change, the new council is likely to be established in February/March 2026, with an election for new councillors held on the first Thursday in May 2026. There is likely to be a 40% increase in the village precept contribution part of the council tax for Great Abington residents from £35-£55/yr and a decrease of 30% for Little Abington residents.
 
133. Biodiversity responsibility
Under the 2021 Environment Act, public authorities (including town and parish councils) operating in England must consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
The next village newsletter was advertising for people to get involved in biodiversity projects in the village, particularly the orchard.. An event was being organised by the Love Abington Group on Saturday 26th April at the Institute to highlight the work being done on biodiversity in the two villages, by the church, councils, Recreation Ground Committee and the school. It would showcase the organisations in the villages that people could join or volunteer to support.

Tony Orgee took not part in item 134 b, as the treasurer to the Love Abington Group.

134. Correspondence
a) Complaint about parked van on verge at entrance to Magna Close causing ruts in the verge. Action: Clerk to write the van owner to request that they park in the designated parking area behind the houses and to contact 25.1.25092.226.CCC to say that there is a manhole cover in this area sitting ‘proud’ of its location, which may have been damaged, by the vehicle parking in this area.
b) Love Abington request for donation of £100 fund Spring Event on 26th April 10-1.00pm which will be showcasing the work of the Parish Councils on biodiversity and highlighting voluntary organisations in our village who promote the outdoor environment. £100 requested for publicity and running costs by Love Abington was agreed earlier in the meeting under the finance item.
c) SCDC’s Simon Chadwick has clarified that this council will be responsible for verges for this season not CCC.
d) The insurance policy has been circulated and changes requested including the inclusion of Larkfield and Moorefield open play spaces mentioned in the policy, increasing the insurance value of each pedestrian light to £12,000, adding the MVA sign at £4000 and adding the Larkfield play equipment to the policy. 

135 Items for the next meeting on 19th May 2025 which is the Parish Meeting and AGM- the Parish meeting will start at 7pm.
The meeting ended at 9.05pm.


Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
Email: harper802@btinternet.com
Tel: 01223 892000

Planning application recommendations by the PC and decisions made by SCDC

Parish Council decisions since the last full meeting
a) Ref 24/ 03980/HFUL - Universal House High Street -single storey extension 
Parish Council recommended the application be approved at a meeting held on 18/11/2024

b) Ref 24/04477/HFUL  22 Larkfield – single storey front, side and rear extension connecting to the existing garage with part conversion of the garage to a habitable space
Parish Council recommended the application be refused at a meeting held on 07/01/2025

c) 24/04552/ADV - One Granta, Granta Park – installation of 1 no. non-illuminated PPC finished aluminium logo sign located on existing rooftop plant screen enclosure on structural frame
Parish Council recommended the application be approved at a meeting held on 07/01/2025

d) 24/04537/FUL- Land to the South of Building 1 TWI Ltd Granta Park – erection of gas bottle store enclosure.
Parish Council recommended the application be approved at a meeting held on 07/01/2025

	


  
District Council decisions
24/04276/HFUL- 11 Meadow Walk- Alterations to fenestration and doors, application of render and replace existing flat roof to rear.
Parish Council recommended approval
Before 13/01/2025 – District Council permitted.

24/03074/FUL - Land at 49 North Road- erection of a veterinary building replacing existing structure and change of use form agricultural to Class E
Parish Council recommended refusal
Before 15/12/2024 - District Council permitted.

24/03980/HFUL- Universal House, High Street – single storey extension
Parish Council recommended approval
Before 15/12/2024 – District Council permitted.

24/030 83 - 88 High Street - Demolition of existing outbuilding and erection of a single storey self/custom build dwelling in the garden of 88 High Street
Parish Council recommended the application be refused at a meeting held on 27/06/2024
District Council permitted on 14/08/2024
