GREAT ABINGTON Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Telephone: 01223 892000

Email: harper802@btinternet.com

The annual meeting of Great Abington Parish Council was held in the main hall at Abington Institute on Monday 19th May 2025 

 The meeting started after the Parish Meeting and after councillors had heard reports from Martin Meehan( Greater Cambridgeshire Partnership ) updating residents on the improvements made and to be made to the roads and the cycleway locally by the Greater Cambridgeshire Partnership and from Sarah Thomson (Service Manager) and Debbie McKenzie (local warden) about the Community Warden scheme operating in Hildersham, Great and Little Abington at the Parish Meeting of Little Abington Parish Council.
Present: Tony Orgee, Jill Carter, Louise Patten, Risa, Mak Makwana, David Pollock, two members of the public and the Clerk.

8. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN – Jill Carter proposed Tony Orgee which was seconded by Jane Bowen with the support of all councillors. 
9. SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORM BY CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS. The form was signed by Tony Orgee and witnessed by the Clerk. 

10. ALL COUNCILLORS TO CONSIDER WHETHER THEIR REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS FORMS NEED UPDATING. No councillors had any changes to their interest forms.
11. APOLOGIES – there were no apologies received. 
12. ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2025/26
Vice-Chairman – Jane Bowen seconded by Louise Patten, proposed Jill Carter as the Vice Chair, which was supported by all councillors.
Planning meetings – All Councillors

Recreation Ground Committee representatives– Louise Patten, Jill Carter and Mak agreed to this role.
Street lighting Roads, footpaths, hedges, trees and verges – Louise agreed to check lighting and everyone else would check the footpath and hedges.
Liaison with Little Abington Parish Council – Jill, Tony and Risa agreed to attend these meetings.
Police Liaison – Tony Orgee volunteered.
Village Institute Management Committee – Tony Ogree volunteered.


Newsletter – Jill kindly agreed to do this. 
Health & Safety inspection of assets: dogbins/bins, benches and bus shelters – David

Pollock.
Finance working group – any three councillors to attend.




13. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FOR THE LAST MEETINGS – the minutes from the meetings on 17th March,  and the planning meeting on 23rd April were unanimously approved.
14. DO ANY COUNCILLORS HAVE INTERESTS TO DECLARE IN ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED DURING THE MEETING? No interests were declared.
Tony Orgee proposed that item 20 was discussed next for the benefit of the member of the public.

20.ITEMS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

c)Request for meeting with the Parish Council to discuss the drainage and flooding on the Recreation Ground.

Mr Mannion explained that school parents were complaining about mud making the footpaths slippery. He was aware that work was being planned to improve the MUGA and had images showing water laying on the MUGA, therefore wanted to know what the plans were. A 1903 OS plan was produced showing a pond behind the church, and a ditch in the recreation ground field which had been a cow field. A 2-foot pipe was installed in 1970 and at the other end was a grid, which no longer exits and may have been filled in. More recently Eddy Randall’s cellar has flooded as has Mt Mannion’s land particularly during the significant rainy period experienced in early 2023. 
Louise explained that on the plans for the MUGA when it was first built and the school annex which was installed at the same time that there were design  details of a narrow pipe which goes along the school site along the back of the MUGA.  The pipe is thought to be around 2-inch and possibly connected to the annexe rather than any other drainage.  Separately the wide pipe that is by the rivers edge heads across either the bottom edge of the cricket ground or the top edge of the children's play area and it stops at the pathway which adjoins the recreation ground.. SCDC brought the land in 1970. Louise explained that there is no drainage under the MUGA, and that contractors have quoted to fill in the dipped area in the MUGA. 
 

With regards to concerns regarding the muddiness of the path and to the school children using the Recreation ground during PE lessons it was noted that school seem to be using the field at unsuitable times of the year when the ground is muddy and worsened by over usage, ARGC are liaising with the Primary School to change their use of this area. Mr Mannion said that  the ARG is always wet whereas the Linton grounds are dry and suggested that this was because of lack of drainage in Abington. Improvements to the MUGA won’t change the situation
Tony Orgee suggested a site meeting with an electronic version of the 1903 map in the next 2/3 weeks – action Clerk to forward suggested dates. 
15. HIGHWAY ISSUES

a) Potholes on High Street, Newmarket Road and Pampisford Road, High Street and what the result was of Henry’s request for more permanent solution to the Pampisford road. Clerk to arrange a site meeting with George Carson, Highway officer.
b) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities. No changes, apart from the news that an appeal to demolish a dwelling on South Road had been over-ruled. 
c) Any volunteers to use the Mobile vehicle activated signs. There had been no volunteers so far.
d) Update on having lines painted on Linton Road highlight lowered curbs to stop them being obstructed by vehicles. Action Clerk to chase up again.
16. PLANNING – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
b) Explanation received from SCDC on changes to planning application for 39 Red Maple View without the council being consulted, which had been circulated the councillors. The change had been agreed under permitted development.
c) Decide whether the council wants to meet with Jenny Nuttycombe, Principal Planning Policy Office at SCDC Planning to discuss amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and trying to limit permitted development on Thursday 29th May. Jane Bowen felt that it was unfair to change the NP, when so many people had followed the rules and that any changes should be done in only consultation with the community. Tony said that he would be happier leaving it unchanged as any changes were unlikely to be supported by the community vote, so may be a waste of time. The PC has had limited success highlighted plans not following the NP, and the government were likely to be relaxing planning regulations, with the expectation that there would be more class Q applications. The NP was due to be reviewed in 2030, to be carried forward into the Local Plan. Action: Clerk to arrange a new meeting date.
d) Planning application to consider:

25/01703/HFUL - Paddock Cottage 42A North Road - Proposed Stables Building

Councillors were concerned that the boundary was close to the neighbouring house property and had they objected the council would have supported them. The council agreed to make no recommendation unless the neighbours objected to the proximity of the development, in which case the council supported their concerns.
17. FINANCE

a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below was proposed by Tony Orgee and seconded by Jill Carter with the support of all councillors. 

b) Income – Precept £18,900

c) Transfer of memory stick from Clerk was not done at this meeting.
Payment to be authorised by councillors:

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for March 
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for March and underpaid tax  
	£94.80

	Bank transfer
	Zurich Insurance
	Council insurance policy
Additional premiums play area & MVA
	£239.47

	Bank transfer
	Ian Blackman
	Installation of bench
	£244.80

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for April 
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for April  
	£94.80

	Bank transfer
	Paula Harper
	‘Children Crossing road’ signs x 3, fixings plus delivery
	£254.88

	Bank transfer
	Abington Recreation Ground Committee
	Second part of precept 2024-25
	£3280.40


*The below payment was agreed under item 22 as an emergency item under Chairmans delegated powers
	Bank transfer
	Anton King
	New defibrillator pads
	£75.18


d) BANK BALANCES: 

Bank balances as at 31st March 2024

Barclays:
Community Account - £ 1.00
Business Interest - £ 27,861.42
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £ 54,527.47
Unity Account - £ 74,964.79
18. YEAR END FIGURES

a) The Council can no longer complete the annual governance statement and approve and sign the annual return accounting statements until the internal auditor has done their work and issued a report. 
b) Section 106 Funds - Councillors had received an updated version on section 106 spent and how much remains in the account. Interest earned on account in the last year has allocated this to the Open Space (Recreation Ground) or Play area.

c) Consider and accept the supporting statement. Councillors unanimously accepted the supporting statement and year end figures.
d)) Can councils authorize the Clerk to ask Victoria Warple as the Internal Auditor for 2025.Councillors unanimously supported the appointment of the new internal auditor and her fee.
e) The public inspection period for the audit would run from 3rd June -14th July 2025. 

19. ACTIONS FROM THE LAST MEETING
a) Getting the High Street bus shelter cleaned. The previous contractor has retired, and another contractor has declined the work. Action: Clerk to find new contractor
b) Outcome of request to have electric charging points in allotment parking area and an update from Jane on another option. Bernie Talbot had advised the Clerk that it was unlikely that the landowner would approve the installation of an electric point on their land. Jane had circulated information to all councillors about a method of enabling all households to have charging points, and suggested that it might be possible to have them at the entrance to Granta Park. 
c) Request made for the costings of the Love Abington event in April partly financed by a parish council donation. No details received yet. 
d) Contact Mr Darrell to establish best location for new trees in Magna Close. Awaiting a reply from Mr Darrell.
e) Letter sent to residents parking on Magna Close verge had been sent.
20. ITEMS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

a) Feedback on the Love Abington event held on 26th April. Plans were shown for GAPC land and other areas it was responsible for and although there was a lot of interest shown, there were no volunteers to assist with improving biodiversity in these locations.
b) Maintenance of the new trees recently planted in Larkfield. Councillors unanimously agreed that the tap should be reinstated in the location it was when the development was built, once the location of the water pipe could be located. A request would be made on the Larkfield social media group chat requesting residents use wastewater to keep the trees alive. Mak to ask a plumber friend to assist with installing new tap. Action: Clerk to get tap reinstated.
c) Request for meeting with the Parish Council about drainage and flooding on the Recreation Ground. Mr Mannion had attended this meeting to discuss the matter, and a further site meeting was to be arranged.
d) Great Abington Churchyard maintenance. People had volunteered to work to improve biodiversity in the churchyard, agreeing that behind the church could be devoted to wildlife, with the creation of a circular path.
e) Linton road hedge – the Clerk had written to the owners requesting that it be cut back from the path.
f) Request from Emma Stannard (CCC) that this council include a new area of grass outside the boundary of Maple Rise in the cutting regime. The council discussed the difficulties of including this rectangular area of grass in its cutting regime, as it would require a lot of strimming, therefore would be costly. David Pollock kindly volunteered to cut it regularly as it was near his home. 
21. REPORT FROM THE LIAISON MEETING
a) Items the council needs to consider or make decisions about to be discussed at this meeting. No meeting has been held since the last report.
22. CORRESPONDENCE

a) SCDC consultation on creating one village parish council for the Abingtons would run from 28th April to 28th July.

b) Email circulated to councillor from new grass contract concerning not being able to cut the verges this year due to a staff loss. He felt able to cut the churchyard and Larkfield but unable to cut the verges.
c) The Clerk had spoken with the previous contractor about them cutting the verges and had requested an undated quote, which had not been received yet.
d) Vehicles parking on the verges at the entrance of Magna Close. Discussed under item 19d.
e) Progress is being made on amending the section 106 agreement, so that it can fund a variety of projects rather than being spent on a zipwire.

f) Can this council support Hildersham application for LHI funding to make the Back Road crossroads safer? Councillors agreed unanimously to support the Hildersham application.
g) Update on MUGA project. Two quotes had been received to regenerate the MUGA, and the third was due on Thursday. All quotes were being send to the Clerk and had a timescale to be received. A formal meeting to select a contractor was required and a date would be agreed in June for this; Richard Smith should be invited to the meeting.
Tony Orgee bought up an emergency item under Chairmans delegated powers– the payment of £75.18 for new defibrillator pads purchased, which was unanimously agreed – Action Clerk. 

23. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA on 15th July 2024 - Nothing raised.
Meeting ended at 9.24pm
Great Abington Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Email: harper802@btinternet.com
Tel: 01223 892000
Planning application recommendations by the PC and decisions made by SCDC

Parish Council decisions since the last full meeting- 

Parish Council recommendations:

a)25/01095/HFUL - 17 Lewis Crescent - Demolition of single storey rear elements. Single storey rear extension with flue and windows/door to side elevations. Parish council recommended application be approved on 23/04/2025.

b) 25/01238/PRIOR - Apiary, Granta Park -Installation of roof mounted solar photovoltaic panels - on 23/04/2025 – Parish council recommended application be approved on 23/04/2025.

SCDC Decisions:

Ref: 25/01097/CL2PD

Red maple view, 39 South Rd- certificate of lawfulness under s192 for erection of an outbuilding incidental to the main building

SCDC granted in April

Ref: 25/00366/FUL - Land at 31 South Rd – demolition of existing piggery & erection of a new single storey self-build dwelling & associated works

SCDC granted permission in April

Appeal Decision:

34A South Road - dwelling erected without planning permission. - Appeal dismissed
nity Account - £ 74,964.79
18. YEAR END FIGURES

a) The Council can no longer complete the annual governance statement and approve and sign the annual return accounting statements until the internal auditor has done their work and issued a report. Can councillors review/accept the year- end figures.
b) Section 106 Funds - Councillors have received an updated version on section 106 spent and how much remains in the account. Interest earned on account in the last year has allocated this to the Open Space (Recreation Ground) or Play area. Can the council approve this allocation of interest?
c) Consider and accept the supporting statement.

d)) Can councils authorize the Clerk to ask Victoria Warple as the Internal Auditor for 2025.
e) The public inspection period for the audit will run from 3rd June -14th July 2025. 

.

19. ACTIONS FROM THE LAST MEETING
a) Getting the High Street bus shelter cleaned.

b) Outcome of request to have electric charging points in allotment parking area and an update from Jane on another option.

c) Request made for the costings of the Love Abington event in April partly financed by a parish council donation.

d) Contact Mr Durrell to establish best location for new trees in Magna Close.

e) Letter sent to residents parking on Magna Close verge.

20. ITEMS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

a) Feedback on the Love Abington event held on 26th April.
b) Maintenance of the new trees recently planted in Larkfield.

c) Request for meeting with the Parish Council about drainage and flooding on the Recreation Ground.

d) Great Abington Churchyard maintenance.

e) Linton road hedge 

f) Request form Emma Stannard (CCC) that this council include a new area of grass in the cutting regime.
21. REPORT FROM THE LIAISON MEETING
a) Items the council needs to consider or make decisions about that were discussed at this meeting

22. CORRESPONDENCE

a) SCDC consultation open inviting views on creating on village parish council from 28th April to 28th July.

b) Email circulated to councillor from new grass contract concerning not being able to cut the verges this year due to a staff change in circumstances.

c) Quote from previous contactor to maintain the verges this year.
d) Vehicles parking on the verges at the entrance of Magna Close.

e) Progress is being made on amending the section 106 agreement, so that it can fund a variety of projects rather than being spent on a zipwire.

f) Can this council support Hildersham application for LHI funding to make the BACK Road cross roads safer?

g) Update on MUGA project.

23. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA on 21st July 2025
Holiday dates?      

Great Abington Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Email: harper802@btinternet.com
Tel: 01223 892000
Planning application recommendations by the PC and decisions made by SCDC

Parish Council decisions since the last full meeting- 

Parish Council recommendations:

a)25/01095/HFUL - 17 Lewis Crescent - Demolition of single storey rear elements. Single storey rear extension with flue and windows/door to side elevations. Parish council recommended application be approved on 23/04/2025.

b) 25/01238/PRIOR - Apiary, Granta Park -Installation of roof mounted solar photovoltaic panels - on 23/04/2025 – Parish council recommended application be approved on 23/04/2025.

SCDC Decisions:

Ref: 25/01097/CL2PD

Red maple view, 39 South Rd- certificate of lawfulness under s192 for erection of an outbuilding incidental to the main building

SCDC granted in April

Ref: 25/00366/FUL - Land at 31 South Rd – demolition of existing piggery & erection of a new single storey self-build dwelling & associated works

SCDC granted permission in April

Appeal Decision:

34A South Road - dwelling erected without planning permission. - Appeal dismissed
