 Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk : Mrs PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council
A meeting was held on Monday 15th September 2025 at Abington Institute 
Meeting started at 7.16pm
Present: Tony Orgee, Jill Carter, Louise Patten, David Pollock, Ruth Hawkesley (Wildlife Officer for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire ),County Councillor John Batchelor, 3 members of the public and the Clerk
Tony Orgee introduced Ruth Hawksley, from the Wildlife Officer Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire.

55. Apologies- apologies were received from County and District Councillor Henry Batchelor, and Mak.

56. Councillors to declare any interests in the items to be discussed during the meeting? Has the Clerk granted any dispensations under section 33 (1) of the Localism Act and the basis is set out under section 33(2 - No interests were declared.

57. Open Forum for Parishioners to make comments or raise items  - no matters were raised


[bookmark: _Hlk203319162]59. Report from SCDC & Cambs. County Councillors Henry Batchelor- a report had been circulated to councillors. Henry did not attend the meeting having sent his apologies.

60. Report from SCDC Councillors John Batchelor- a report had been circulated to councillors
John explained that there were two consultations coming up . The first would be about the organisation of the new unitary authority to replace the local government organisations. There were multiple proposals about which District and city councils should unit as new unitary authorities; South Cambs. District Council shares many services with the City Council. The consultation finishes at the end of October. The Government will decide how the new unitary authorities will be made up. There will still be District Council elections in May 2026 and further elections in May 2027 for shadow unitary councillors. 

Tony Orgee changed the order of the agenda to discuss the item 62 which was of interest to the parishioners. Items were considered out of sequence after this.


62. Planning – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
b) Planning application to consider: 25/03315/OUT- Land West of Moorefield Close Off Pampisford Road - Outline Planning Application for residential development of up to 40 dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except for access. The application seemed to include no detailed plan, and Jane said that some of the information was incorrect, such as Abington Wood was not a recreation space open to the public, it is privately owned and is not a play area. As the development is outside of the village envelope, if it was approved it would be contrary to the Local Plan. The field where the development is proposed is buffer zone between the village and Granta Park and the residential part of the village. Sewage and wastewater would need to go through a garden on the High Street to reach the High Street pipes. There are TPO trees either side of the location site. Julie Barns to email the Clerk details to be included in the council’s response to SCDC.  One of the proposed dwelling looks into Mr Lunns Garden. Councillors want the planners to be aware that the village has had 3 new housing developments recently plus Maple Rise and that no further houses are required, particularly with the very real possibility of a new town being built at Grange Farm’s site with 5-6,000 houses.  Councillors were also concerned about the speed and volume of traffic already using Pampisford Road.
c) SCDC Planning asked the council to consider how possible section 106 funds could be used to improve the Institute, Play area and/or Open Space in the Recreation Ground. If planning permission is given for the development, councillor’s wanted money spent on improving road safety on Pampisford Road and in the village (possibly a raised road 100m long running from the pub to the shop junction), enlarging the capacity for the school, improvements to the Larkfield play area and orchard. Councillors wanted funds to upgrade and improve the Play area, Recreation Ground facilities and the Institute. The planning consultation for this development was targeted leaflets to a small area of Great Abington, excluding the Land Settlement homes and Little Abington. The leaflets and consultation were a narrow consultation period during the holiday period, and it excluded those without computers from responding to the consultation. Action: Clerk to circulate all section 106 suggestions to councillors and obtain figures and projects for the Institute form Bernie Talbot.
d) Meeting about the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) with Jenny Nutty, can councillors suggest some evenings to meet. Councillors agreed that it was unlikely that residents living in the areas covered by the NP would agree to amendment that limited permitted development in the consultation required to amend the NP, therefore working for such changes was pointless. Action: Clerk to ask Jenny Nutty to ensure that the current NP was included in the new Local Plan. 

63. Flooding on and near the Recreation Ground
a) Update- A map had been circulated of the river and planned work, which was from Ruth Hawksley (Wildlife Officer for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire). Ruth explained that other colleagues were undertaking river improvements for the City Council and monitoring the river. With the support of Nature Watch, the planned improvements would help waterflow in the Granta in Abington. Planning permission for the local projects was being sought form the Environment Agency. Ruth explained that she is also undertaking a project to investigate and see if flooding from Granta Park onto the Recreation can be stopped or reduced. Discussion had taken place with Abington Recreation Ground Committee (ARGC) regarding the river edges and trying to reduce erosion on the bank, with no mow areas, fencing some areas off to keep dogs out and that had been a suggestion that the access next to the river between the cricket ground the play area be blocked. Ruth was keen to publicise the plans to get the village residents understanding and supporting the projects. Tony Orgee asked Ruth if the planned projects would influence the flow of the river, and she answered that it would when the river level was low. He also asked if these changes would lead to an increase or decrease in flooding locally and Ruth answered that to the best of her knowledge there would be no change. ARGC had also said that any changes should not lead to an increase in flooding.
Louise proposed, which was unanimously supported by all councillors, that a meeting be held to which all interested village groups would be invited to have an opportunity to hear the plans and have their say.
Action: Clerk to contact all local groups (Naturewatch, Cricket Club, LAPC, ARGC to invite them to a meeting, date to be agreed with Ruth Hawksley.
Tony explained that additional records of the recreation ground had been given to him in July and that he was reading through them, and he would prepare a report of his findings. Tony Orgee was due to meet Mr Mannion (for a second time on site) with Stephen Franklin in a few days to discuss the flooding in Mr Mannion’s field in February 2024, and the time it took for the water to recede. 

This item had been overlooked and was discussed out of order:
58. The minutes for the last meetings on 21st July and amended minutes from 19th May and 3rd June 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors. 

61. Highway issues
a) Potholes on High Street, Newmarket Road and Pampisford Road, High Street and what the result was of Henry’s request for more permanent solution to the Pampisford road. George Carver (Highway Officer) met Tony Orgee in the village to discuss the road and path surfaces at the entrance to Mortlock Gardens, Pampiford Road, near the Recreation Ground and High Street. George said that that there was no funding to improve the road near Mortlock Gardens and that there may be funding next year. Any improvements to the speed cushions on Pampisford Road would need to be funded by LHI bids funds, and that if required he would be happy to write to residents who had not reduced the size of the hedges by paths and roads. 
b) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities. There was no news
c) Update on site meeting with County Council Highways to discuss the grass overgrowing onto the Linton Road path, potholes, Pampisford Road speed bumps, potholes and the condition entrance to Meadow Walk. Grass growing onto the paths on Linton Road and the lack of white line near the lowered kerb on Linton Road were not discussed.
d) Update on the Greenway possibly going along Pampisford Road. Martin Meehan had said that there were difficulties coming to an agreement with the landowner by the site of the greenway. Jane highlighted that residents had been very clear that they wanted the greenway along Pampisford Road, not Linton Road. Jane Bowen suggested that considering the creation of the new town at Grange Farm and the possible transport hub beyond the A11 roundabout, the greenway should be routed along A1307, instead of Pampisford Road, which would take additional cycleway traffic away from the village. Action: Clerk to inform Martin Meehan that the resident of Great Abington strongly opposed the routing of the greenway along Linton Road and through the village, and that Pampisford Road was the preferred site, although a new suggestion to rout the greenway along the A1307 to take into account possible future developments at Grange Farm and the transport hub had recently be discussed by councillors as a good idea. 

64. Finance
a) Councillors unanimously authorisation of the payments in the table below. 
b) Income – £20,000 National Lottery donation for MUGA. Tony Orgee gave the Clerk a cheque from ‘Love Abington’ for £47, which was the unspent funds form the donation to fund the village groups event earlier in 2025.
c) Transfer of memory stick from Clerk was done
Payment to be authorised by councillors:
	Bank transfer
	Unity bank
	Service charge
	£6.00

	[bookmark: _Hlk208318106]Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for July 
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for July  
	£94.80

	Bank transfer
	SSE
	Electricity to streetlights
	£201.72.

	Bank transfer
	Peter Carter
	Grass cutting of churchyard and Larkfield & verges x1 to 30/06/25 
	£1092.00 (£910 ex vat)

	Bank transfer
	
	Room hire April to end of June 2025 
	£59.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for August 
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for August  
	£94.80

	[bookmark: _Hlk208468197]Bank transfer
	SSE
	Electricity to streetlights
	£410.15

	Bank transfer
	AALGA (Allotments)
	Donation for a raised flowerbed
	£200.00



d) Bank balance: 
It was highlighted that there had been no recent statements from Barclays as there had been no new transactions
Bank balances at 30th August 2025
Barclays:	Community Account - £ 1.00- 06/02/2025
Business Interest - £ 27,861.42 – 31/03/2025
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £ 54,527.47- 31/03/2025
Unity Account - £101,481.30 – 08/09/2025 

e) AALGA requested funds of £320.33 and the council agreed to donate £200 at the September meeting. Tony Orgee proposed that the council fund the full amount of £320.33, which was seconded by JILL Carter with the support of all councillors.
Age UK who are managing the Community Warden Scheme has asked for confirmation that they still have the financial support of Great and Little Abington Parish Council for the coming year. Tony Orgee proposed that the council would offer financial support to the Community Warden Scheme for the coming year , which was seconded by JILL Carter with the support of all councillors.

65. Actions from the last meeting
a) Update on getting the High Street bus shelter power washed by councillors. Action: Mak volunteered to power wash the bus shelter and David Pollock also agreed to help tidy the shelters.
b) Letters recently written to get hedges cut back from path to Abington Lodge, 100 High Street and the bungalow close by. The Clerk had not yet located contact details for the land owners of the footpath to Pampisford passes through on the High Street, Clerk to try the land registry. Action: Clerk to write second letters to household who had not taken action to reduce their hedges as requested and to advise the residents that the next step would be to get the County Council involved. 
c) Update on request to Mr Darrell to establish best location for new trees in Magna Close, away from the overhead wires. Action: Louise to try contact him
d) ARGC bench being made, delivery date unknown. Clerk Action: to let Gary’s sister know when the bench was installed.

66. MUGA project
a) Update- Abington Recreation Ground Committee has been given a £20,000 National Lottery grant. The proposed start date for the installation is 20 October, in liaison with the Head teacher at the school for safe access, as some equipment will be stored in the school grounds. Work on site will start with fencing and levelling the site, although the acrylic will be laid once the weather improves. Items have been added to the specifications from the original quote, including a 10cm perimeter kerb for ease of maintenance when strimming,3 pickle ball courts marked on the site, a pair of removable tennis nets with posts and ground sockets. The Recreation has funds to cover to cover these items (total cost ex-Vat £8,132), so they are not part of the section 106 costs. 
Tony Orgee proposed that the remaining section 106 funds (open space) be used to funds this project which was seconded by Jane Bowen with the support of all councillors.
Action: Clerk to forward condition of NL grant to Tony Orgee.   
Action: Clerk to forward email from Jessica about the ARGC insurer covering the insurance during the construction of the new facilities.

67. Items raised by Councillors
a) Great Abington Churchyard - biodiversity plan for churchyard management and for the Recreation Ground. There has been no plan sent to Tony about the churchyard management. 
b) Maintenance of the new trees recently planted in Larkfield. Action: Clerk to get a quote for water to be reconnected to the site form Cambridge Water.
c) Funding for Community wardens. Discussed earlier during the meeting.  
d) Linton road hedges and High Street, as well as overgrown area on land next to 100 High Street. Land West of Moorefield Close Off Pampisford. Discussed earlier during the meeting.  
e) AALGA request for donation request for improvement to raised beds. Funding of £2000 received from SCDC Community Chest. Discussed earlier during the meeting.  
f) Grass cutting. Action: David Pollock volunteered to try to amalgamate all the verge cutting plans into one plan.
g) Tree safety- Tony Orgee had been contacted by a resident concerned about trees falling. Richard Smith replied explaining that tree surveys are done of the trees. The cricket club had cut down several trees recently due to safety concerns.
[bookmark: _Hlk213595952]h) White van continues to park on High Street at entrance to Magna Close. Action: Clerk to write again and copy in Henry Batchelor. Action: Jane Bowen to add a request in the village magazine requesting people stop parking on verges.

68 Year End Update. 
a) AGAR Exemption applied for and acknowledged.
[bookmark: _Hlk208465497]b) Outstanding actions: possibly set Reserve Policy (to be discussed at a later meeting), update Standing Orders to 2025 version (November meeting to have time to consider document?), become members of Information Commissioners Office (ICO) for GDPR, still to be actioned by Clerk. Action: Clerk to add these to the November agenda

69. Correspondence
a) Seat in memory of Tony Baker. This seat was offered for the cricket club ground or the recreation ground.  
b) SCDC consultation ended asking for views on creating a new village parish council from 28th April to 28th July on-going.

70. Items for the next meeting on 17th November 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk213596431]Update Standing Orders to 2025, council to set a reserve policy and membership of ICO version Holiday dates?      
Defibrillator for Magna Close- cost and maintenance
