Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council  

A meeting was held on Monday 3rd November 2025, in the meeting room at the Institute
Meeting started at 7.30pm.
Present: Tony Orgee, Jill Carter, Louise Patten, David Pollock and the Clerk.

78. Open Forum – A resident of Chalky Road had sent an email about his concerns concerning a certificate of lawful or land adj to 16 Chalky Road to Tony Orgee and Jane Bowen. As this comes under permitted development there is no need for a planning application. He raised concerns about the agricultural septic tank by the barn not having had an environmental assessment (for safety reasons) or building consent. He was also concerned that it was an agricultural septic tank near two dwellings and that statement in the application about it being for two agricultural barns, when the permission for the second (un-built barn) has lapsed. Another statement within the application states that the septic tank is for rainwater storage, when there are water butts in place, so there are inconsistencies in the application as to whether the septic tank is for waste liquids or rainwater. The application says the land is for agricultural use, but the land appears to be used for horses and as a camping site, not framing.
The resident requested that the council contact the planning department to state tht the information supplied in the application is inaccurate , before 12th November deadline   
Action: Clerk to request an extension to comment on this certificate of lawfulness to just after 17th November, but councillors unanimously agreed to send comments before his date in case an extension was not granted stating that ‘the Parish Council has concerns about the accuracy of the information in the application and that the residents has raised important issues that the council feels the planning officers need to investigate. The Parish Council is aware details within the application appear to be factually incorrect and inconsistent with previous statements made in relation to this application.’

79. APOLOGIES  were received and accepted form Risa Nagasaki and Jane Bowen.  

80.DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED- none were made. 

81. RESPONSE TO THE SOLAR FARM PROPOSAL.

82. REVIEW OF THE DOCUMENTATION AVAIALBLE CONCERNING THE RECREATION GROUND AND DRAINAGE/FLOODING. COUNCIL TO MAKE A DECISION ABOUT WHAT ACTION TO TAKE, IF ANY.
A local resident expressed concern on several occasions about flooding in his field adjoining the recreation ground (RG\) and the time it took for the flood water to drain away after the period of unprecedented rain in February 2024. The recreation ground and the field are a natural flood plain and have been for decades. On 21st July a meeting was held with several members of ARG and the resident and a further site meeting was held with the resident and another local resident later in the summer. Tony Orgee has done his best to make sense of the documents available which include the minutes of Abington Recreation Ground Committee (ARGC) and has documented his findings. On 11 January 1971 ARGC agreed to add a drainage pipe along the location of an existing ditch, and to fill in the ditch that ran along boundary current tree boundary between the cricket ground the play area. This new pipe was to link into the pipe that is visible at the edge of the river, between the play area and cricket ground. On 28 June 1988 the ARGC minutes noted that there had been exceptional flooding on the RG which was believed to have been exacerbated by the drain that expels water into the river being blocked. After exploring several unsuccessful options, no action appears to have been taken to unblock the pipe, although an outflow control valve appears to have been fitted to prevent silt entering the pipe. During the building of the multi-use games area (MUGA) in 2000 the planning application stated that surface water would drain into the RG and existing drainage. A 6-inch pipe was installed between the boundary of the MUGA and the school to join the existing pipes to the river; this pipe was also to dispose of surface water from the school annexe building.
During the more recent planning application for the Pump track planning officers decided that there was no need for surface water drainage, despite the contrary recommendation of the water advisor.  

Based on this incomplete information, councillors concluded that there were two separate issues:
No drainage was required by the planning officers for the building of the pump track despite the recommendation of the advisor. ARGC had followed the requirements of the planning application and conditions/ requirements made by the SCDC planning officers. Mr Mannion should take this up with the planning dept.
Action: Councillors agreed to seek professional advice about the drainage in place and whether (if unblocked) it would improve drainage on the RG; also to establish the approximate cost of such work. All the known existing pipes on the plans are a significant distance from Mr Mannion’s land, therefore councillors speculated that any improvements were unlikely to reduce flooding in his field or improve the speed that flood water drains away.

83. PLANNING 
Consider the following:

a) 25/03655/FUL - Illumina Granta Park - Installation of an extract ventilation through existing roof.

b) 25/03637/FUL - Abington Lodge, 63 High Street - Installation of photovoltaic Panels, an Inverter and associated infrastructures

c)) 25/03762/FUL - Illumina Centre, Granta Park - Installation of a storage container with surrounding timber fence and timber louvered roof to match adjacent service compound

d) 25/03922/FUL - Land Adjacent To 2 Pampisford Road - Erection of a single storey self-build/custom building dwelling

84. FINANCE 
a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below. 
Payment to be authorised by Councillors:
	
Bank transfer 
	
Glasdon 
	Memorial bench for ARG
	
£3

	Bank Transfer
	
Cambridge Water
	Survey for water supply to Orchard, Larkfield 
	£217.20 


b) Barclays bank has written to say if no transactions are made in the bank current account, it will be closed. 

85. CONSIDER QUOTES RECEIVED TO CUT THE GRASS VERGES.
 
86. UPDATE ON THE MUGA

87. NEXT MEETING AGENDA on 17th November 2025 – Budget items, Holiday dates?
