
Hildersham Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council was held on Monday 15th December 2025 in Abington Institute

Present: Tony Orgee, Louise Patten, David Pollock and the Clerk.

Meeting started at 7.00pm

115. Apologies were received from Jane Bowen and Mak, which were unanimously accepted by councillors.

116.The minutes of 3rd November 2025 were accepted unanimously by councillors and signed by the Chairman at the end of the meeting. 

117 Councillors to declare any interests in the items to be discussed during the meeting? Has the Clerk granted any dispensations under section 33 (1) of the Localism Act and the basis is set out under section 33(2)? No interests were declared.

118. Open Forum for Parishioners to make comments or raise items - Tony Orgee had received correspondence from a resident hearing loud noises from Granta Park, which would be on the agenda for the January meeting.

119. Councillors to consider quotations received to cut the grass verges, Larkfield and the churchyard grass. Four contractors had quoted. As it was likely that one contractor may be cutting the grass in Little Abington and was slightly more expensive than an unfamiliar contractor (for whom one positive reference had been received), the Clerk was to ask the contractor if he could reduce his price as he would be cutting Little Abington grass at the same time. 
 
120. Planning  
a) Planning applications to consider:
i) 25/04513/FUL – Land to the North of 14 Chalky Road – change of land to residential use and erection of two storey self-custom build dwelling.
The Design and Access statement says the dwelling will be located on the piggery, but the location of the piggery was shown on the plan as being located on the other side of the existing garage/workshop some distance from the proposed location of the dwelling, which does not comply with the Neighbourhood Plan requirement that any new dwellings be located on the site of the old piggeries.  Therefore councillors unanimously  recommended that this application be refused. If the planning officer is minded to approve the application, this council requests that this application is considered by the Planning Committee. 
ii) 25/04456/FUL – 34 South Road- change of use of existing domestic garage to a gym (Business use).
Councillors unanimously agreed to make no recommendation but to comment that the gym users would intensify traffic movements along this single-track road and that councillors had noted that this business use was not associated with local agricultural use and that it was outside the village framework.
iii) 25/04515/HFUL – 13 Pampisford Road – Single storey front, side and rear extensions and alterations.
Councillors unanimously agreed to make no recommendation but to comment that they were concerned about the close proximity of the extension to the neighbouring dwelling, that it may be overshadowed.
iv) 25/04535/HFUL – The Old Pumphouse, 44a North Road – First floor extension - 
Councillors unanimously  recommended that this application be refused for the following reasons :
The design, appearance, and overall block-like form of the proposed development are out of keeping with the character /street scene and would create a visually dominant and intrusive structure that fails to respect the rural character of the area. The proposal lacks permeability and fails to provide a sense of openness or connectivity, which does not conform to the Neighbourhood Plan (Policy 6iv and 6.3 mention that the ‘openness of the landscape be preserved’ and the ‘open character’ referred to in policy 6.16) requirement that the sites does not  remain visually permeable. As such, the development would result in an incongruous and visually intrusive addition, failing to preserve or enhance the character of the locality. The proposal is therefore contrary to policy mentioned above in the Neighbourhood Plan .The application does not include a Design and Access Statement. 
If the planning officer is minded to approve the application, this council requests that it be considered by the Planning Committee. 

121. Items for the next meeting’s agenda on 19th January 2026
Grass cutting verges contractor selection, Planning application 55 High St, noise from Granta Park, budget, Cambridge Water quote for water connection, surveyor prices for ARG.

Meeting closed at 8.05pm

