\ Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council
A meeting was held on Monday 17th November 2025 at Abington Institute 
Meeting started at 7.20pm.
Present: Jill Carter, Louise Patten, David Pollock,one member of the public and the clerk.   
88. Apologies- Tony Orgee, Jane Bowen, Risa Nagasaki, John and Henry Batchelor.
89. Councillors to declare any interests in the items to be discussed during the meeting? Has the Clerk granted any dispensations under section 33 (1) of the Localism Act and the basis is set out under section 33(2)? No interests declared.

90. Open Forum for Parishioners to make comments or raise items A member spoke about his concerns about the possible creation of a new town at Grange Farm and the impact such a development would have on the already grid-locked A1307 at peak times and also upon the Sawston roundabout. He suggested that local parish councils could create a commone response to this possible development, highlighting the implications for already congested roads

91. Approval of the minutes for the last meetings on 15th September, 29 September 3rd November 2025. Minutes 15th and 29th September were approved unanimously.

[bookmark: _Hlk203319162]92. Report from SCDC & Cambs. County Councillors Henry Batchelor- a report had been circulated to councillors by email ahead of the meeting

93. Report from SCDC Councillors John Batchelor - a report had been circulated to councillors by email ahead of the meeting

94. Highway issues
a) Condition of footpath in High Street alongside the Recreation Ground is very uneven now that more path has been made available since the hedge has been trimmed.. 
b) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities. Jane did not attend the meeting to update us.

95. Planning – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
b) Planning application to consider: 
25/03922/FUL - Land Adjacent To 2 Pampisford Road - Erection of a single storey self-build/custom building dwelling. Jane Bowen had emailed councillors her comments.
The council would like SCDC to remove the permitted development right supports (if this is possible), but if this is not possible there is nothing to stop any owners from applying for the garage upper storey and possibly ground floor too to be used as a separate dwelling. The council is concerned about the two-story garage, particularly its proposed temporary use as a dwelling and would prefer this element to be removed. There are no other two storey garages in this locality, so it is out of keeping with the street scene. The proposed material and ‘Cambridge barn’ style are not in-keeping style-wise with local buildings. The council feels this narrow site is over-developed with the pool and the fitness room, as well as the garage. Having a dwelling(bungalow) subservient in height the (two storey) garage is out of keeping with the street scene, as is having the garage dominating the street scene, in front of the bungalow.  The pool is not in keeping with lower water use and being environmentally friendly. Given the scale of the proposed outbuilding, it is  not compliant with Neighbourhood Plan policy GL-2. The reference to the garage conforming to the ‘existing uniformity’ is inaccurate. Councillors unanimously agreed to recommend that the application be refused.
c) Ref:25/03325/CLUED- Land at 16 Chalky Road, Great Abington - Certificate of lawfulness under S191 for retrospective permission for the installation of an agricultural septic tank and soakaway. Clerk to request an extension to consider this application.

96. Flooding on and near the Recreation Ground
a) Update- Tony Orgee had forwarded his response to all councillors 
Clerk to chase up a response from the recommended surveyor and seek advice form CAPALC.
 
97. Finance
a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below. Councillors unanimously authorised the payments in the table below.
b) Income - Drax energy (Electricity to streetlights)- £143.34
c) Love Abington request for a £100 Christmas donation to assist local people. Councillors unanimously agree to this donation. The money would be used for small gifts , and flowers for people living alone or living in difficult circumstances.

Payment to be authorised by councillors:
	[bookmark: _Hlk213736449][bookmark: _Hlk208318106]Bank transfer
	Unity bank
	Service charge
	£6.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for September 
	£379.78

	Bank transfer
	SSE
	Electricity to streetlights
	£93.21

	Bank transfer
	Peter Carter
	Grass cutting of churchyard and Larkfield  
	£306.00

	Bank transfer
	Institute hire
	Room hire July to end of September 2025 
	£36.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for October 
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for October   
	£94.80

	[bookmark: _Hlk208468197]Bank transfer
	Ian Blackman
	Installation of bench
	£294.85

	Bank transfer
	Unity bank
	Service charge
	£6.00

	Bank
transfer
	Glasdon
	Memorial bench funded for Gary Culvert
	£879.79

	Bank
transfer
	CAPALC
	CAPALC membership 2025-2026 
	£345.58

	Bank
transfer
	Victoria Walpes
	Internal auditor 
	£280.00

	Bank
transfer
	AALGA
	Donation for raised beds  
	£320.33

	Bank
transfer
	Play Inspection Company
	Inspection of Larkfield 
	£225.00

	Bank
transfer
	Caloo
	MUGA First payment inv SI-009246 
	£7700.40



d) bank balance: 
Bank balances :
Barclays:	Community Account - £ 1.00
Business Interest - £ 27,861.42 
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £ 54,527.47- 
Unity Account - £89,879.20 – 11/11/2025 
e) Councillors authorised the pay increase for the Clerk as per the national agreement and the back pay from 1 April 2025, when increase became effective, which was proposed by Louise Patten and seconded by David Pollock with the support of Jill Carter.
f) Can councillors agree to the ‘Love Abington’ cheque for £47.00 being deposited into the Barclays bank current account? Councillors unanimously agree the cheque could be deposted in the Barclays current account  
g) Transfer of memory stick from Clerk. Tony not at the meeting.

98. Actions from the last meeting
a) Letters recently written to get hedges cut back at 100 High Street which has been cut back and the bungalow close by.  Councillors unanimpusly agreed that the Clerk could pay the Land Registry £24 to get the details of the landowners of the field next to 100 High Street.
b)Update on request to Mr Darrell to establish best location for new trees in Magna Close, away from the overhead wires. No news
c) ARGC bench in memory of Gary Calvert had been installed.
d) Updated Martin Meehan on councils view on the greenway route and the suggestion that it could be rerouted along the A1307 to in anticipation of the possible travel hub and possible new town at Grange Farm. Clerk to request update and confirmation that the council’s email had been received.
e) Defibrillator for Magna Close- cost and maintenance. To be discussed at the next meeting.

99. Draft budget and precept for 2026
a) Councillors to consider and update/change the draft budget and agree the precept for 2026. Councillors agreed that this should be discussed at the next meeting.

100. MUGA project
a) Update – The MUGA was complete recently and the phase I would be signed off on Thursday or Friday. Phase II would happen in the Spring when the acrylic and lining can be applied to the tarmac. The council would like to thank Mr Underwood of the Primary for his support and providing access for vehicles and construction equipment. Additional costs of £725.00 +vat were agreed for a kerb around the MUGA as well as a tennis sockets.
b) Formally agree any additional costs £725.00 +vat were agreed for a kerb around the MUGA as well as a tennis sockets.
c) First payment made for £7700.40.   

110. Items raised by Councillors
a) Maintenance of the new trees recently planted in Larkfield- requested and paid for a survey of site for costs for Cambridge Water to install a water supply. Clerk to ask advice on a structure to keep the tap secure.
b) Funding for Community wardens. Jane Bowen to update us at the next meeting.
c) White van continues to park on High Street at entrance to Magna Close. Action Clerk to write again, advising that the council will contact the Housing Group about the problem.

111.Grass quotes
a) Select a grass contractor for 2026. Clerk to seek references for new unknown contractor with lowest price. 

112 Year End Update. 
[bookmark: _Hlk208465497]a) Outstanding actions: possibly set Reserve Policy(to be discussed at a later meeting), update Standing Orders to 2025 version (November meeting to have time to consider document?), become members of Information Commissioners Office (ICO) for GDPR. To be discussed at January meeting.

113. Correspondence
a) Seat in memory of Tony Baker. ARGC would welcome the bench but would decide the location after the river work and MUGA work has been completed. 
b) SCDC consultation ended asking for views on the make-up and name etc of the new village parish council from.
c) Request from Love Abington for funds to assist people at Christmas. Discussed earlier in the meeting. 
d) Biodiversity information from Hildersham resident had been circulated to councillors.
e) Councillor meeting with Stephen Kelly and colleagues about the proposed new town at Grange Farm is going to be held on 1st December but the location is not clear.

114. Items for the next meeting on 19th January 2026  - Budget , Standing Orders, grass cutting, defibrillator, MUGA, 
Holiday dates?      

Meeting ended at 8.15pm
















Planning application recommendations by PC and decisions made by SCDC

Parish Council recommendations since the last full meeting:
25/03455/HFUL- 33 South Road – demolition of exiting conservatory & erection of a part single storey part two storey extension. First floor front t extension
Parish Council did support this application at a meeting on 29 September on the condition that the floor area didn’t exceed 300m2 as per the NP

25/003655/FUL- Illumina Centre, Granta Park –installation of extraction ventilation through the exiting roof 
Parish Council supported this application at a meeting  
on 03/10/2025

25/03762/FUL - Illumina Centre, Granta Park – installation of a storage container with surrounding timber fence and timber louvered roof to match adjacent service building.
Parish Council supported this application at a meeting on 03/10/2025

25/03637/FUL – Abington Lodge, 63 High Street- installation of photovoltaic panela an inverter and associated infrastructure 
Parish Council did not support this application and requested further information 03/10/2025.	

SCDC Decisions:
25/03455/HFUL- 33 South Road – demolition of exiting conservatory & erection of a part ingle storey part two storey extension. First floor frontt extension
Parish Council did not support this application at a meeting on 29 September
Permission granted on 28/20/2025

24/02507/FUL – The Franklin Building, 2Granat Park- extension and conversion of existing R 7 D building (following part demolition of existing building) together with the provision of substation , enclosed external plant, landscaping, car and cycle parking & associated infrastructure.
Permission granted on 01/10/2025
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Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
Email: harper802@btinternet.com
Tel: 01223 892000
Planning application recommendations by the PC and decisions made by SCDC
Parish Council decisions since the last full meeting- 
Parish Council recommendations:
None 

SCDC Decisions:
25/02163/s73- 33 South Road - s73 to vary condition 2 (Approved plans) of planning permission 23/00129/FUL (Demolition of existing Haystore,
convert annex to stables and erection of a single detached dwelling including all associated external works) Erection of
an alternative design to the detached dwelling with garage.
Permission granted by SCDC

25/01552/CLUED -The Old Pump House 44A North Road  -  Certificate of lawfulness under S191 for an existing basement contained within the footprint of the dwelling.
Permission granted by SCDC -19/08/25

25/01703/FUL- Paddock Cottage, 42A Noth Road – proposed stables building.
Permission granted by SCDC - 29/07/25.


