 Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

A Meeting of Great Abington Parish Council
A meeting will be held on Monday 16 March 2026 at Abington Institute starting at 7.15pm.
141. Apologies.

142. Councillors to declare any interests in the items to be discussed during the meeting? Has the Clerk granted any dispensations under section 33 (1) of the Localism 

143. Open Forum for Parishioners to make comments or raise items  

144. Approval of the minutes for the last meetings on 19th January 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk203319162]145. Report from SCDC & Cambs. County Councillors Henry Batchelor

146. Report from SCDC Councillors John Batchelor

147. Action required because of the parish councils’ merger
a) Status of council, councillors, clerk and actions existing councillors can/cannot take between 31 March and before 7th May.
b) Bank balances to be transfer to another account, and when should this happen so that all payment are cleared?
c) Year end and AGAR- council would need to meet once internal auditor had completed her work to complete AGAR to then forward to external auditor, unless new council do this?
d) Contractor – Clerk has been advising existing contractors (grass contractor, internal auditor etc) that they will need to make invoices to Abington PC after 31 March.
e) List of on-going actions to be forwarded to new council Clerk, with contacts.
f) Employee – last payment date for Clerk will be date to advise pay roll company and get them to close HMRC account. Advice received from *** about employee continuity or other options.
g) Asset register to forward to new council.
h) List of useful contacts- landowners (Smiths, Tunnicliffes etc) etc
i) Clear explanation of section 106 funds remaining and how and when they need to be spent.
j) Forward council's policies adopted.

148.Highway issues
a) Condition of footpath in High Street alongside the Recreation Ground reported to Highway team. 
b) New request to get the hedge near the junction by Cutting House cut back and for the Highway Dept to cut back the verges both sides of Newmarket Road, near North & South Road.
c) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities. 

149. Planning – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
 
150.Quotations for work on the Recreation Ground regarding drainage
a) Quotation received.

151. Finance
a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below. 
b) Income 
c) VAT claim update.

Payment to be authorised by councillors:
	Bank transfer
	SSE
	Electricity to streetlights
	£75.29

	Bank transfer
	Institute hire
	Room hire to end of March 2026 
	£59.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for January
 
	£391.84

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for January
    
	£98.00

	Bank
transfer
	Play inspection 
	Larkfield play area inspection 
	£225.00 

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for February 
	£391.84

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for February    
	£98.00

	Bank transfer
	SSE
	Electricity to streetlights
	£76.18

	Bank transfer
	Unity bank
	Service charge
	£6.00

	Bank transfer
	South Staffordshire Water
	Water supply to Larkfield orchard- stage 1
	£3603.83

	Bank transfer
	Zurich
	Insurance
	£979.21

	Bank transfer
	Tim Phillips
	Annual pay roll charge
	£474.00



d) bank balance: 
Bank balances as of 11/03/26:
Barclays:	Community Account - £ 48.00
Business Interest - £ 28,199.80 
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £ 55,189.71 
Unity Account - £8,170.70 – 11/03/2026 
e) Transfer of memory stick from Clerk.
f) Insurance policy circulated to councillors to review and then paid. Can this be authorised retrospectively by councillors.
g) Arrange a meeting to approve the year end figure before the internal audit, if existing year-end figures are likely to change and cannot be approved.

152. Actions from the last meeting
a) Clerk has written to all 4 part-owners of land next to 100 High Street about overgown shrubs, branch on bus stop & fallen tree leaning towards road, after receiving no response from local owner.
b)Update on request to plant new trees in Magna Close left spur, away from the overhead wires. Housing officer stated that any new trees planted would be the council’s responsibility to maintain.
c) Quotes for defibrillators, but noted that a power supply is required.
d) The Riverwatch Group representatives gave permission to the person requesting to fish for crayfish in the river alongside the recreation ground. 
e) Free Commemorative tree and plaque delivered to Louise for ARGC to plant.

153. Items raised by Councillors
a) Maintenance of the new trees recently planted in Larkfield. South Staffods. Water will connect water to site on 25th March, an additional pipe with tap and secure structure is required.
b) Sewage on High Street near bus stop. Request for council to assist local householders to get a long-term solution. 
c) Request for council to contact Park Farm to request that a dangerous tree near 15 &16 Chalky Road be cut back, and another request to get the hedge near the junction by Cutting House cut back.
d) The clerk had contacted the owners of the field opposite Moorefield who had confirmed that they would engage a contractor to cut back the trees overhanging Pampisford Road and clear the verge of exiting debris.

154. MUGA project
a) Update

155. Recommendations from Larkfield safety inspection
a) Bins need to be emptied regularly – were empty when Clerk checked.
b) Recommended that a barrier be installed between the play area and the road for safety.
c) Install an emergency contact sign. 
d) Basket swing shackles wearing, need to be monitored. 
e) Log climbing structure - timber split/splintering so needs sanding and monitoring, and rotten wood replaced. 
 
156. Correspondence
a) Request from the Lunch Club for council to subsidise the increased cost of lunches at £100. 
b) Request for council to arrange cutting the churchyard hedge. Clerk contacted two contractors who were unable to cut the hedge before the end of March, and start of the nesting season 
c) Tees Law advised the council that the Ease of Access Deed had been registered with the Land Registry, enabling access to ARG via the church gate entrance. 
d) The new Age UK manager has requested to attend a council meeting, we have suggested she attend a new council meeting.
e) Parish Council elections will be held on 7th May. Paper to apply to become a councillor are available on the SCDC website or the Clerk, but applications must be delivered to SCDC by hand to qualify.
f) Road signage and repairing our roads.

157. Items for the next meeting on 16th March 2026
Holiday dates?      

















Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
Email: harper802@btinternet.com


Planning application recommendations by the PC and decisions made by SCDC
Parish Council decisions since the last full meeting- 
Parish Council recommendations:
i) 25/04513/FUL - Land to the North Of 14 Chalky Road - Change of land to residential use and erect two-storey self/custom build dwelling.
ii) 25/04456/FUL - 34 South Road - Change of use of existing domestic garage to a Gym (Business use).
iii) 25/04515/HFUL - 13 Pampisford Road - Single storey front, side and rear extensions and alterations, including re-roofing with slates, new fenestration and external wall finishes.
iv) 25/04535/HFUL - The Old Pump House 44A North Road - First floor extension

SCDC Decisions:

25/03637/FUL – Abington Lodge, 63 High Street- installation of photovoltaic panela an inverter and associated infrastructure 
Parish Council did not support this application and requested further information 03/10/2025.
SCDC permission granted 22/12/2025	


25/04456/FUL- 34 South Road – change of use of existing garage into gym
Parish Council did not support this application at a meeting on 29 September
Application withdrawn 12/01/2026

25/04535/HFUL - The Old Pump House 44A North Road - First floor extension
SCDC permission granted 16/01/2025	

25/03922/FUL - Land Adjacent To 2 Pampisford Road - Erection of a single storey self-build/custom building dwelling.
SCDC permission granted 16/12/2025	

25/03315/OUT - Land West Of Moorefield Close Off Pampisford Road
Parish Council did not support this application at a meeting on 29 September
SCDC permission refused 09/12/202	

25/03762/FUL -Illumina Centre Granta Park - installation of a storage container with surrounding timber fence and timber louvered roof to match adjacent service compound
SCDC permission granted 19/11/2025	

25/03655/FUL  - Illumina Centre Granta Park - Installation of an extract ventilation through existing roof.
SCDC permission granted 18/11/2025
