Great ABINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
Telephone: 01223 892000
Email: harper802@btinternet.com

AGM 19TH MAY 2025

Emma Stannard request for PC to include new area for cutting near Maple Rise.

A meeting of Great Abington Parish Council will be held in Abington Institute on Monday 17th March 2025

Grass cutting
118. Open forum - 

119. Apologies 

120. Declaration of interest in items to be discussed. 

121. Approval of the minutes for the last meetings held on 20th January 2025 and 24th February 2025 (vote to create a single council).

122. Update on co-option of new Parish Councillor
If more than one candidate is interested, they will have 3-4 minutes to explain why they would like to be a councillor.

[bookmark: _Hlk145224750]123. Report from Councillor Henry Batchelor –circulated

124. Report from Councillor John Batchelor –circulated 

125. Highway issues/matters
a) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities.
b) Update on footpath between Pampisford Road and Chalky Road. Verges have been cut by Glenn Broad.
c)Update on clearing path to wood on the previous name LSA Estate, from the North Road end. Asked by Oliver Ayton to put the path on the ‘reportit’ portal, which has been done.  
d) Chased up the on-going request for yellow lines to highlight the lowered kerbs on Linton Road, repairs required on the path outside the school and asked if improvements can be made to the pothole repairs at the entrance to Mortlock gardens.
e) New Mobile vehicle activated sign-request for road watch volunteers in Newsletter.
f) The poor design of the speed bumps in Pampisford road, that are creating potholes

126. Selection of grass contractor for the verges, Larkfield and the churchyard.
SCDC’s Simon Chadwick has clarified that this council will be responsible for verges for this season not CCC.

127. Report on meeting held with SCDC Officers on 11th March concerning the implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan and planning enforcement when irregularities occur.


128. Planning – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
b) Planning applications to be considered:
 Ref: 25/00520/OUT - 27 South Road - Outline application for the erection of one dwelling with all matters reserve.

129. Finance
a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below
b) Income – nil apart from interest.
c) Transfer of memory stick to Chairman.
Payment to be authorised by councillors:
	Bank transfer 
	Zurich Insurance  
	Council insurance policy
	£653.49

	Bank transfer 
	Abington Recreation Ground Committee  
	Correction to autumn 2024 precept- wrong sum requested, paid £4,565.80 but £7,774.20
	£3,208.40    

	Bank transfer 
	Love Abington  
	Donation
	£100.00

	Bank transfer 
	Glenn Broad  
	Clearance of Footpath to Chalky Road 
	£100.00

	Bank transfer 
	Institute 
	Room rental 
	 £59.00

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tac for February
	£94.80

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for February  
	£379.78

	Bank transfer 
	SSE 
	Pedestrian lights 
	£31.39

	Bank transfer 
	Unity bank
	Bank service fee
	£6.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for January
	£474.58



d) Jane Bowen is now able to authorise payments. 
e) Transfer of £5000 to Barclays interest account from Unity.
f) Leonard Mead of Love Abington requested donation to fund Spring Event on 26th April 10-1.00pm which will be showcasing the work of the Parish Councils on biodiversity and highlighting voluntary organisations in our village who promote the outdoor environment. £100 requested for publicity and running costs.
g) Bank balances:
Barclays Bank balances
		Community Account - £1.00
[bookmark: _Hlk182061033]Business Interest - £54,335.29 on 31/12/2024
Active Saver Account £27,774.16 on 31/01/2025
Unity Account - £76,098.86 on 28/02/2025
  
130. Actions from the last meeting
a) Update on action concerning the Linton Road Greenway plan. 
b) Location of the recreation ground seat and quote to be obtained, before the seat can be ordered by the Clerk. 
c) Funding for electric charging points in Magna Close/Mortlock Gardens - SCDC offer zero carbon communities grants of up to £5000, but last round of funding has just closed.
d) Trees for spur of grass in Magna Close- request for a ‘no parking on grass’ sign and permission to plant trees sent to SCDC Housing Officer. Sign likely to be installed, and additional location information requested as  no trees should be beneath cables, which was a problem previously.

131. Items raised by councillors
a) Update on the project to improve the MUGA.
b) Cleaning High Street bus shelter.
c) Village clean up on 12th April- timings?
d) Can someone write the newsletter for the next month?

132. Update on the possible creation of one council 
a) Both councils have submitted lists of the benefits for creating one council for the two villages to SCDC’s Governance Committee. SCDC will consult the community on this proposal and take note of the responses. If there is support for the change, the new council is likely to be established in February/March 2026.
 
133. Biodiversity responsibility
Under the 2021 Environment Act, public authorities (including town and parish councils) operating in England must consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
a) Update on seeking people to get involved in biodiversity actions, via the newsletter.

134. Correspondence
a) Complaint about parked van on verge at entrance to Magna Close causing ruts in the verge.
b) Love Abington request for donation of £100 fund Spring Event on 26th April 10-1.00pm which will be showcasing the work of the Parish Councils on biodiversity and highlighting voluntary organisations in our village who promote the outdoor environment. £100 requested for publicity and running costs.
c) SCDC’s Simon Chadwick has clarified that this council will be responsible for verges for this season not CCC.
d) The insurance policy has been circulated and changes requested including the inclusion of Larkfield and Moorefield open play spaces mentioned in the policy, increasing the insurance value of each pedestrian light to £12,000, no mention of MVA on policy and adding the Larkfield play equipment to the policy. 

135 Items for the next meeting on 19th May 2025 
Holiday dates, 














Great Abington Parish Council
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG
Email: harper802@btinternet.com
Tel: 01223 892000


Parish Council decisions since the last full meeting
25/00366/FUL - Land At 31 South Road - Demolition of the existing piggery and the erection of a new single storey self-build residential dwelling, together with associated works 
Parish Council recommended the application be supported at a meeting on 24th February

25/00360/S73 - 55 North Road - S73 to vary conditions 2 (Approved plans) 3 (Traffic Management Plan), 5 (Hard and Soft Landscaping Scheme), 6 (Scheme of Ecology Enhancement), 7 (Carbon Emissions), 8 (External Materials) ,9 (Covered and Secure Placement of Bins) and 10 (Lighting Design Strategy for Biodiversity Features) of planning permission 24/03023/FUL (Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings and erection of self/custom build replacement dwelling including the temporary setting of a caravan and formation of a new access).
Parish Council made no recommendation about the application at a meeting on 24th February

District Council decisions
24/04691/HFUL - Red Maple View 39A South Road - Conversion of existing garage into annexe ancillary to main dwelling.
District Council permitted the application

24/03031/FUL - Land Adj 39 South Road - Demolition of piggery and adjacent storage buildings and construction of new dwelling and detached garage
District Council permitted the application 

24/04477/HFUL - 22 Larkfield - Single storey front, side and rear extension connecting to the existing garage with part conversion of the garage to a habitable space.
[bookmark: _Hlk192658770]Parish Council recommended the application be refused at a meeting held on 07/01/2025
District Council permitted 

24/04552/ADV - One Granta Granta Park  - Installation of 1 No. non illuminated PPC finished aluminium logo sign located on existing rooftop plant screen enclosure on structural frame
Parish Council recommended the application be approved at a meeting held on 07/01/2025
District Council permitted the application 

24/04542/S73 - 55 North Road - S73 to vary condition 1 (Approved plans) of reserved matters application 24/01967/REM (Reserved matters application for the approval of Access, Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale for a new dwelling on land adjacent to 55 North Road. New vehicular and pedestrian access to 55 NorthRoad following outline permission 23/02245/OUT) addition of an attached garage to the North West elevation
District Council permitted the application 

24/04537/FUL - Land To The South Of Building 1 TWI Ltd Granta Park - Erection of gas bottle store enclosure.
Parish Council recommended the application be approved at a meeting held on 07/01/2025
District Council permitted the application 


