GREAT ABINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs. PM Harper
17 Lewis Crescent, Great Abington, Cambridge CB21 6AG

Telephone: 01223 892000

Email: harper802@btinternet.com

A meeting of Great Abington Parish Council will be held in Abington Institute on Monday 20th November 2023 starting at 7.15pm 

73. Open forum 

74. Apologies 
75. Declaration of interest in items to be discussed. 
76. Approval of the minutes for the last meetings held on 18th September.
77. Approval of a councillors absence - The Local Government Act 1972 states that when a Councillor Member fails to attend any meeting for six consecutive months from the date of his last attendance, they cease to be a member of the authority, unless the Council accepts a reason for the failure to attend before the six months period expires.
78. Report from Councillor Henry Batchelor –circulated  
79. Report from Councillor John Batchelor –circulated  
80. Highway issues/matters
a) Pot holes on High Street and Pampisford Road.
b) Update from SCDC on planning irregularities. 
c) The footpath outside Moorefield on the Pampisford is breaking up. Contractor was quote to repair the path, awaiting an update. 
d) The hedge on the back boundary of Maple Rise and the footpath to Chalky Road has been cut, but responsibility for the hedge has not be confirmed by the developers.

e) LHI bid for 20 mph speed limits in areas of village successful. Kathryn Pyrah from CCC has sent the Council the design for Great Abington’s 20mph scheme signage and plans to refresh road markings. 
f) Plans for Mobile vehicle activated signs in three locations have been sent to councillors for their comments. 

81. Planning – separate sheet
a) Separate listing of planning decisions at end of agenda.
b) Planning application to be considered:
i)23/03875/FUL- Portway – installation of air handling unit at the rear of Block B 
ii)23/04084/FUL – 109 High Street- removal or raised kerb and reinstate in location inline with the drive

iii)23/03977/HFUL – The Granary, Hall Farm- single storey front extension, new gable end, replace windows and doors..

iv)23/04009/LBC- 109 High Street – Internal and External work to main house…

v) Appeal Ref SCD-EN-0019-22 34A South Road – Appeal against enforcement notice to demolish dwelling, SCDC believe was erected without planning permission.
82. Finance
a) Authorisation of the payments in the table below .
b) Income – Half Precept £7,500 & VAT £15,071.69.
c) Request from Love Abington for a donation to help support local people over the Christmas and New Year period.

d) The new contract with SSE was now operating for power supply to the lights.
Payment to be authorised by councillors:

	Bank transfer
	Glenn Broad 
	Grass cut on verges and churchyard-invoice 958
	£219.00

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for  September  -Standing Order
	£229.86 

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for September  
	£153.20

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC – requested  additional funds
	Letter requested  funds  
	£79.43 *

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC – requested  funds
	Additional funds with interest on changed funds £79.43 +£0.57 =  £80.00  due *
	£0.57*

	Bank transfer 
	JM&SL Watkins
	Grass cut September
	£144.00

	Bank transfer 
	Abington Institute
	Institute use 
	£47.00 

	Bank transfer

	Abington Institute 
	Last Section 106 funds for Institute for terrace foundation repairs
	£9,105.97

	Bank transfer 
	Paula Harper
	Pay for  October
	£229.86

	Bank transfer 
	HMRC
	Tax for October r 
	£153.20

	Bank transfer
	Glenn Broad 
	Grass cut on verges and two churchyard cuts
	£278.00


e) Can Councillors authorise the retrospective pay increased agreed by NALC for the Clerk back dated to 1st April 2023 increasing from £11.05/hr- £12.06/hr?
f) Transfer of memory stick to Chairman.
g) Can councillors authorise the bank reconciliation and year to balance to 30th September,  checked against the statement by Jill Carter & circulated to all? Can the bank reconciliation and year to date statements be signed by the Chairman?
h) Councillors need to be added to the account again to get online access to the Barclays account.
i) Where do councillors want the Larkfield maintenance funds of £24,144.00 kept? Only personal bank account could be used to open the now discontinued NS & I 6% Income bond account, any other suggestions for where councillors would like the funds held?
Bank balances as at 31st October 2023 
Barclays:
Community Account - £ 0
Business Interest - £ 22,358.78
Active Saver Account (s106 funds) – £ 53,344.28
Unity Account - £ 93,682.47
83. End of the External Audit

a) The External Auditor we were unable to certify completion of the review by the deadline of 30 September through no fault of the Parish Council.

b) Comment on final report from October:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to weaknesses in relation to accounting, reconciliations and supporting documentation. The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.
84. Actions from the last meeting
a) £24,144 received from Hill Residential , the developers of  Larkfield for the maintenance of the open space, orchard, play area and  parking bay. 
b) Update on street trading licenses applications. 
c) Bench for Gary Calvert – uplifting message on bench and quote to cement in the base. 
85. Items raised by councillors
a) Internet access in rural areas 
b) Community Warden scheme.
c) Parish Council email addresses
d) Suggestion that the play area equipment be moved to the Recreation Ground play area.
e) Sending copy of the Linton  Road Greenway plan to Henry Batchelor to get the hedge between Larkfield and the kennels cut.
f) Street lights to Larkfield along Linton Road – not working

g) Tree branches on Linton Road

h) School house hedge needs cutting

i) Parish Council has contacted the Licensing Office concerned that the conditions agreed for the Kebab van are not being fulfilled (nightly removal of the van) and complaints were received about noise and parking along the road from this location.

j) Request for ‘children crossing’ signs on each side of the High Street approaching the school.

k) Peter Wylde would like ‘no cycling’ signs for track to the church.
86. Budget
a)Councillors to consider the draft budget and approve a version of the budget for 2024-25.

b)Councillors to agree the precept for 2024-25

87. Correspondence
a) A Larkfield Resident has asked the Parish Council to get the street light along the site frontage on Milton Road operating.

b) The Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on the draft Uttlesford Local Plan  

c) Correspondence about the Kebab van not meeting the licence conditions and not leaving the site daily.

d)  Parish Nurse  funds  of £1000 returning to council as scheme no longer operating.
88. Items for the next meeting on 15th January 2024
Send precept request and internal auditors recommendations need action
Holiday dates      

