MINUTES OF GOSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON
MONDAY 21st OCTOBER 2024

AT THE PAVILION, THE PLAYING FIELD, CHURCH ROAD, GOSFIELD AT 7.15PM

Present:

Clir Tricia Edwards (Chairman)
Clir Bob Waters (Vice-Chairman)
Clir Jo Colyer

Cllr Richard Edwards also (RFO)
Clir Tony Farrelly

Clir Carol Hough

Cllr Maggie Pawsey

Cllr Tony Strudwick

Clir John Willis

Mrs Diane Jacob (Parish Clerk)

Three members of the public

24/212 Welcome and Apologies for Absence. The Chairman welcomed everyone, apologies for absence received and
accepted from County Clir Siddall (due to work commitments).

24/213 Declaration of Interests.

To receive any disclosable pecuniary interests or non-pecuniary interests, or interests relating to items on the
agenda. Members of the council are subject to the Local Authorities Code of Conduct.

None

24/214 Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters that are of mutual
interest.

Trees in the Nature Reserve were discussed, the birch tree has deteriorated permission has been granted by BDC and
will be felled. There is Ash die back on 4 trees which will also be felled. The 3 small footbridges need repair as soon
as possible. The new management plan will be issued in February 2025.

Trees/hedging along Church Road/Parkhall Road from the Lake resort to the Church have been reported to Essex
County Council Highways ref 2944148, however, ECC advised it is the responsibility of the land owner.

Taps in the toilets are not turning themselves off, due to the hard water all 3 sets to be replaced with the cheaper
ones.

24/215 County and District Councillors to address the members if present.

A site meeting was held with County Councillor Chris Siddall, Tom Cunningham (Cabinet Member from Essex County
Council Highways) the Chairman of the Parish Council and residents to discuss speeding traffic along Gosfield Road.
The proposal will be for 40mph which the Parish Council confirmed that it fully supports. Residents support will also
be required to fund the pavements to the bus stop and signage.

This is now going through the LHP process and we are awaiting further updated information from Clir Siddall as to
when this will be implemented.

District Councillor Peter Schwier — not present.

24/216 Minutes.

Item 1. To confirm receipt of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16" September 2024.
Proposed by ClIr Colyer, seconded by Clir Waters, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 September 2024.

Proposed by CllIr Strudwick, seconded by Clir Willis, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 3. To confirm receipt of the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 4™ October 2024.
Proposed by Clir R. Edwards, seconded by ClIr Waters, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 4. To confirm the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 4% October 2024.
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Proposed by CliIr R. Edwards, seconded by Clir Waters, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 5. To confirm receipt of the draft minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 14 October 2024.
Proposed by Clir Colyer, seconded by Clir R. Edwards, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 6. To confirm the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 14™ October 2024.

Proposed by ClIr T. Edwards, seconded by Clir Waters, Clir Colyer, Clir Willis, Clir Farrelly in favour, ClIr Strudwick, Cllr
Hough, Clir Pawsey and Clir R. Edwards abstained - resolution passed.

24/217 Planning Matters.

Item 1. Planning updates.

Item 2. New applications.

Ref: 24/02134/TPOCON

Description: Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area: Removal of 2 No. Oak trees to be
removed as they are self-set trees that are growing through the perimeter fence.

Location: The Pavilion Church Road Gosfield Essex CO9 1TL

No comments to be sent as this is a Parish Council application.

Ref: 24/02135/TPO

Description: Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order 23/82: Tree 1. Ash.
Fraxinus excelsior. Mature specimen with 3 basal stems ¢ 15 cm diameter, overhanging neighbouring property, and
vulnerable to breaking out. Trees 2 Three oaks Quercus robur, being the three tallest specimens in a closely spaced
group of 6 trees. These trees were topped approximately 20 years ago, and have added some 6m of new growth,
dominating neighbouring properties, and causing excessive shading and leaf fall. Reduce to previous reduction points.
Hedge 3. Mainly willow, ash and thorn, mainly multi-stemmed and up to 5m tall. Coppice/lay to maintain hedge, and
reduce shading/ overhang to neighbouring properties.

Location: Gosfield Nature Reserve Halstead Road Gosfield Essex

No comments to be sent as this is a Parish Council application.

24/218 Financial Matters.

Item 1. Accounts for payment approved, please refer to separate page as below.

Clir Strudwick questioned the invoice for repairs to street lights — Chairman confirmed work had been carried out.
Proposed by Clir Pawsey, seconded by ClIr Colyer, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 2. The Responsible Financial Officer confirmed receipt of the external audit and explained the recommendation
relating to the two-year bond being classed by the external auditor as a long-term investment.

Thanks expressed to ClIr R. Edwards the Responsible Financial Officer.

24/219 Matters Arising from previous minutes.

Item 1. Previous Minute No. 22/029 woodland known as The Lodge Plantation, Gosfield parcel of land for inclusion
into the Nature Reserve, update that this is still with the Land Registry as they are having to check who the
beneficiaries are within the family, ongoing.

Item 2. Previous minute No. 24/107 Complaint letter to Clarion and BDC regarding affordable housing — update re
Edmund Green, the property is still for sale and we are still awaiting information.

Item 3. Previous minute No. 24/138 VE Day 8" May 2025 — The event organisers have held a meeting: -

The Village Hall has been booked for Saturday afternoon 10th of May 2025 and the capacity of the hall is 120, a
decision was made that the event should be in the form of a 1945 street party with the provision of food and
beverages, tea, coffee, and soft drinks.

Item 4. Previous minute No. 24/129 Open Space land at the top of Meadway — update still awaiting information
regarding the knee-high fencing access gate from BDC and Public Rights of Way have concerns relating to the public
footpath number 11 and are in discussion with the developer. The gravel bound footpaths are going in, a bollard is
required to stop vehicles going onto the field, the management company is arranging the grass cutting at present.
We have received the following information from our Solicitors in an email dated 18" September “Braintree District
Council Planning Department have replied with the following:

“The wording of the covenant does not conflict with the S106 Agreement, but clearly any built structure would need
its own planning permission.”

Hopefully this assists with the queries surrounding the restrictive covenant at Clause 12.4
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Item 5. Previous minute No. 24/130 S106 Funding Allotments. A meeting was held with BDC and we have now received
confirmation that the S106 funding can be spent on the uneven grass paths around the however the specification and
quotes received far out exceeded the funding available that we must spend, alternatives to be looked at as to what
we can spend the money on to enhance the allotments. Clir Farrelly discussed a Polytunnel 4 x 3mtrs with shelving to
be placed on a base of gravel at cost of £2,000.00 to check with BDC to see if they will release the $106 funding for
this.

Item 6. Previous minute No. 24/146 The Beacon — waiting for the beacon to be taken down.

24/220 Neighbourhood Plan.

Item 1. ClIr Willis updated the Parish Council that the Gosfield neighbourhood plan is now out for public consultation.
Item 2. Permission has been refused by the Social Club Trustees, the Social Club Allotments therefore cannot be listed
by the Neighbourhood Plan Committee as ‘Green space’ in the final version of the plan.

The Parish Council Allotments were discussed and it was agreed that they also should not be included in the
neighbourhood plan as a “Green space” in case of change of use in the future.

Proposed by Clir Strudwick, seconded by Clir Pawsey, ClIr Waters, Clir Colyer, ClIr T. Edwards, ClIr R. Edwards,

Cllr Hough in favour and Clir Farrelly abstained and ClIr Willis objected, resolution passed.

24/221 To adopt New Council Documents/Policies.

Item 1. Code of Conduct (New version issued by BDC to consider adoption to be considered at the next Parish
Council meeting. ClIr training is provided by the EALC if required.

Item 2. Financial Regulations 2024 (New version issued by NALC to consider adoption to set a date for a Finance
working group meeting to discuss, Clir Colyer also to join the Finance working group) still in progress.

Item to be on the next agenda.

24/222 Christmas tree 2024.
It was agreed to give a donation of £150.00 as budgeted towards the village Christmas tree to the Social Club.
Proposed by Clir Strudwick, seconded by Clir R. Edwards, all in favour resolution passed.

24/223 Notice Board near the Social Club.

Permission was granted to remove the noticeboard near the Social Club on the main road, as it is not used and it
needs repairs, it is dangerous for people to stand in that area near a busy main road to read notices. To remove the
item from the fixed asset register.

Proposed by Clir Waters, seconded by Clir Hough, all in favour resolution passed.

24/224 BDC Open Space Action Plan.

To consider and discuss the wording of The Potential Open Space Improvements plan (formerly known as the Open
Space Action Plan)

To remove the Grove and to remove the wording the Essex Cricket

To add the following: -

Improvements to the Gosfield Nature Reserve and land known as the Lodge Plantation

Improvements to the land at the top of Meadway after the Parish Council take it over

Improvements to the Children’s Play area

Improvements to the Playing field

Proposed by Clir R. Edwards, seconded by Clir Hough, all in favour resolution passed.

24/225 Highways - Faded Yellow Road markings near the School, Hall Drive.

To confirm that the faded lines have been reported to Essex County Council Highways reference number 2941294
and the reply from Highways is as follows: -

We have risk assessed this enquiry and determined that it does not need immediate action. We have recorded this
issue and will continue to monitor the area during future inspections. If the issue further deteriorates, we will
consider including it in any future works in the area.

Chairman confirmed the work has now been completed.
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24/226 Allotment Rent 2025.

It was discussed and agreed to increase the allotment plot rent (included cutting the hedge) as from September
2025 to 40p per sq mtr.

Proposed by Clir Farrelly seconded by Clir R. Edwards, all in favour resolution passed

24/227 To receive reports from outside bodies, training courses, village representatives, and Parish Council working
groups. ClIr Strudwick reported on the village hall and that bookings were up.

The community shop held its AGM and is making a profit so now has reserves behind it for the future, thanks expressed
to all the volunteers. The Community shop has been nominated for the BDC volunteer award.

24/228 Car Park.

Item 1. Previous minute No 24/049 item 4 — The specification has been sent to contractors, and we are awaiting
quotes.

Item 2. It was agreed that the existing fencing around the previous skate ramp can be removed to increase the
capacity of the car park and to be repositioned elsewhere in the future.

Proposed by Clir Colyer, seconded by Clir Pawsey, all in favour resolution passed

24/229 Extraordinary Meeting.

Item 1. It was agreed requesting the Chairman to call an extraordinary meeting on Monday 4" November for the
Parish Council to be able to open the tenders/quotes for the car park surfacing to obtain the exact figure.

Item 2. Once the exact figures are known The Parish Council then to consider applying to the Rowson Perpetual
Memorial Fund for financial assistance.

Proposed by Clir Colyer, seconded by Clir Pawsey, all in favour resolution passed

24/230 Items for next agenda.

Please note that no decisions can be lawfully made under this item, LGA 12 10 (2) (b) states that business must be
specified therefore the council cannot lawfully raise matters for decision.

Street Lights — to consider replacing with LED instead of repairing old.

White lines on the edge of the road near the kerb from the Kings Head pub in Church Road down to the Limes.

Any new items to be e-mailed to the Clerk prior to the next agenda being produced.

24/231 To exclude the press and public. Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 ‘That the public be excluded
from the meeting during consideration of Agenda Item 24/198, 24/199, 24/200, 24,201, on the grounds that publicity
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business subject to the public
bodies admission to meetings Act 1960 Section 1 Sub-section 2.

Resolution to exclude members of public.

Proposed by ClIr T. Edward, seconded by Clir Farrelly, all in favour resolution passed

24/232 Gosfield Nature Reserve Management Contract.

Item 1. To review and consider the annual agreement/contract with Westover Woodlands.

It was agreed to bring the annual contact in line with the 5-year management plan, so to renew the contact until
28" February 2025.

Proposed by Clir R. Edwards, seconded by Clir T. Edwards, all in favour resolution passed.

Item 2. To note that the 5-year management plan expires in February 2025. ClIr Strudwick to hold a meeting with
Westover Woodlands to discuss this item further. Item to be on the next agenda.

24/233 Fencing.

Item 1. Previous minute No 24/049 Fencing boundary around the Playing field. Previous minute no. 23/272 along
the top (Hall Drive) and left-hand side from the top (Hall Drive) down to the Play area. To discuss and consider
quotes. To note the quotes discussed were only for the top section along Hall Drive, not down the sides. It was
agreed to accept the cheapest for bow-top fencing at a cost in the region £17,000.00

Proposed by Clir Hough, seconded by Clir Pawsey, ClIr T. Edwards, Clir Waters, Clir Colyer, Clir Willis, Clir Farrelly, ClIr
R. Edwards in favour — ClIr Strudwick against all in favour resolution passed.
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Item 2. The Parish Council agreed to apply to the Rowson Perpetual Memorial Fund for financial assistance for
£10,000.00.

Proposed by Clir Hough, seconded by Clir Pawsey, Clir T. Edwards, Clir Waters, Clir Colyer, Clir Willis, ClIr Farrelly, Clir
R. Edwards in favour — Clir Strudwick against, resolution passed.

24/234 Play area.

Item 1. To discuss and consider a quote to repair the roundabout in the play area.

This item has already been repaired — no quotes discussed. ,

Item 2. The small climber platform and small slide and surfaces, quotes were discussed, however it was agreed to
obtain quotes to have the existing repaired. Item to be on the next agenda.

24/235 Date of Next Meeting.
Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting 4" November 2024 (7.15pm).
Parish Council Meeting Monday 18" November 2024 (7.15pm).

Meeting closed at 9.00pm

Page 5

Signed......cccce i s Date: 18" November 2024
Chairman of the Parish Council



y9'z9t's
00°S¥
000z
08'019
96201
ST'6Z
00'82&
00°0s
00°08¢
S6'TC
PE'9
89'8
£€'9
00'9¢
00081
08'0se
10°5€6
5691
05'9Z
00°808
00°0ST
[A:HAS
09°€1S
08'80Z
95°Lb1°T
St'E8e
$6'6¢

lejog

o 1

T0°0LY £9°2699 [elon
00'St 4 siuer aleyD uewApuey 18 0¥ Jus.un) sAepseg ¥20Z/0T/£z  sueusuely |essUBD SRl 6TT
00'b€ 00°0LT 5 Buigwinid syauuag W00 S3359421 0 Sieday 08 22V Juan) sAejieg bZ0C/0T/€7 249URD pPald Buikeld g uolined g1
08'T0T 00'605 S 17 suonnjos Bupybi ¢ g v siteds. JuBieang 6/ 99V JudLn) shepieg ¥20z/01/c 2aueuduien WbRLIAS /1T
96'207 X ubnoH essauep uoljiaed - Bujues)s 3oj10 1 8/ ¥ judLNY sAepieg v20T/0T/€z 18U9D pRlY Buideld ' uoyied 91T
98'% 62'%2 S P¥7 524035 0058 syonpoud 38j10. L4 20y JudLn) sAepieg beoz/ot/st SBLIPUNS 191104 §TT
009 00°S1g S dT1 uyolomi 4Md 994 Jipne {eulayxgy 9L 0V LN shepieg ¥zoz/ot/ce 10pny [eutaxy 11
00°0§ Z  u0abing sa.) Jes pireq oM 9811 S¢ 99y JualIn) sAejeg v202/01/2z upUsD pRIY Buiheld g oAy £T7
00°082 Z  uoabing sa4| s pireq J40oMm 981 S 0¥ JuBND sAejaieg $202/01/cz eoueuuURy jessUBY Bbe|IA £11
S6'7C X a S qooer sasuRdxs SR P4 20y BN sAepieg »T0Z/0T/2T 2ouemoyjly abesyin 12D 711
bE'9 X Q S4N qooer sasuadxa sy b 20V Juenn) shejpieg $20Z/01/22 puegpeoig g suoydagel 71T
89'8 X a si qooer sasuadxe sy8p tL 0¥ jualny sAepieg $z0z/0T/z2 puegpeouig g suoydappy 711
£€°9 X a siin qoder sasusdxa sps|) bL 20V Juaun) sAepieg ve0z/otfzz  sayddng eoo g Asuonels z1g
009 00°0€ S 41 (enbuy) sedesspueq qp Bumno sseis €/ 0V JuBLN) shepieg ¥202/01/72 VdD- Bumn ssern 111
00'0¢ 00°0ST S 11 (efbuy) sededspueT iy Bumno sseus €L DY jusln) shepieg ¥20z/01/2Z 3Rl [esoURY B Bumnoebpsy 111
08°1H 00602 S 11 (enbuy) sadedspue g Bumno ssesn €4 20V juaun) sAepieg +202/01/2e Bumnosseln 117
(4024 6+°068 7 samodu Apuspe yybinsens ¢L 20V Jualin) shepieg vzoe/ot/zz Apupalz ybipsens o1t
S6'9T z poomises siajaouLsy) adig TZ 29y Jaun) shepieg b20z/0t/zz ueuan pRIY Buikeld g u 601
05°92 z PY1 320 1504 Bunuud suinsdess 0/ 20Y Jusun) skepieg veoz/ot/ze $3507 UoBnqLIsIa 80T
00°80S Z pY1 Bunuig yiep jneq Bupuid supraders 69 D0V Jualn) sAepieg bzoz/ot/ze s150D Bunuid /01
00°0ST Z  Aebins 831 JiBs pineg SHom 3311 89 20V JusLn) sAepieg vC0T/0T/ez 20usD pRIY Buikeld 1 uoAed 90T
+9'8T 81'¢6 S dnous spiempg paeyony Buissasoud [joiheqd £9 20V N shepieg ¥20z/ot/ze neaing jjoihed 6o
09°s8 00821 S A7 suognjos Bupybr (g v sieda) Jybipeans 99 20V Juauny shepieg v20z/01/ez Saueusjuiel JybieRnsS  HOT
08¢ 00'pLT S 17 suonnjos Bunybn g v siledas Jybippans S9 D0V juaLNng shepieg #202/01/12 AypupepE bieans €01
98 (b1 X P11 SsvD |dueinsug P9 Dy euN shejaeg +202/60/v¢ sdueInsSul o1
SP'EST Z M) ssauisng ayem uelibuy 493em uoljined €9 0V usln) sAepieg $202/60/c 433 uatlined  T0T
66’ S6'vC S sojed Jed  subis Bop unoA saye dn uesp 9 20Y BN shepieg +202/60/6T 2u0UaL) paI4 Buikeld g uoljiaed  0OT
1VA BN adAL JyA 43lddng uondLdsag ON anbayy Nueg NULg ajeq 3po) aydnop

(5202-v202) $20Z 1990190 1z

1817 (NOLLYSIMOHLNY ONILIVMY) SINIWAVd
[I2Uno) ystied pisyson




