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Visit our showroom Key Largo .%o ge * mspio

OPEN MONDAY — SATURDAY Shutters, Blinds, Carpets & Awnings

www.keylargoshutters.co.uk

55 High Street, Halstead CO9 2JD

Y GETYOUR
" FREE |
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) TODAY 4

'{.p

‘ﬁ;
T A i!‘

Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Quality as standard at affordable prices
v" comprehensive 10 year warranty + free insurance backed guarantee
FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL 01787 274475
email sales@greenglaze.co.uk WWW.greeng laze.co.uk

L

Fast @ YEAR
Ry CUAANTEE o

delivery Insulating

43




NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

The deadline for things to go into the next Gosfield Grapevine magazine is:
Friday, 21 st March

Anything sent in after this will be put forward into subsequent magazines. If you
would like to advertise your community event, club, or business, and for anything
Grapevine related, please contact the Gosfield Grapevine editor at:

grapevine@gosfieldparishcouncil.org
DATES TO NOTE:

Thursday 13", Friday 14" & Saturday 15" March 2025 —
Gosfield Players (evening performances)

Sunday, 2" March — BDC — end of bin collection consultation
Saturday, 5" April — Gosfield Horticultural Society Spring Show
Good Friday, 18" April — Easter Egg Hunt (playing field)
Thursday, 8" May — VE Day celebrations (MR Hall, evening)
Saturday 10t May - — VE Day celebrations (MR Hall, afternoon)
Saturday, 24" and Sunday 25" May — Social Club ‘Mini Berr Festival”
Saturday, 5™ July - Gosfield Village Fete
Saturday, 12" July — GHS Summer Show
Saturday, 20t September — GHS Autumn Show
Tuesday, 23 October — GHS AGM (Maurice Rowson Hall, 7 pm)

Chilly Dippers is on Fridays 12.30-1.30 and Sundays 8.30 and 9.00 — beginners will
need an induction — booking in via FB @Gosfieldlakeopenswimming

COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR

Location and \jaurice Rowson Hall, Church Road, .
Post Code:  Gosfield, CO9 1TL ACCESS CODE:

What3Words
location: “bedding-framework-elephant” M

Please note that a 999 call must be made before '
attempting to access the defibrillator.

GOSFIELD COMMUNITY SHOP:

We always welcome new volunteers so, if you would like to join an award winning
team, leave your details in the shop and our Volunteer Coordinator, Jo, will contact
you to arrange training etc.
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTES:

One of the major issues residents have is the speed of traffic in the village. The
Parish Council continue to press for a zebra crossing near the village school. We also
have received various positive responses from our meeting with Essex County
Council in relation to reducing the speed limit between Petersfield Lane and High
Garrett. Unfortunately, we must wait for Highways to go through their procedures and
committees before change can happen. We are also complaining on an almost daily
basis regarding the noisy manhole covers in The Street and hopefully these will be
fixed soon. A new organiser for the community speedwatch has come forward and
hopefully the speed watch presence will have an effect on drivers’ awareness of
speed.

The Parish Council has various financial responsibilities. It has to employ a Parish
Clerk, cleaner for the playing field pavilion and a litter picker for the village. It owns
the pavilion and playing field, the children’s play area, Gosfield Nature Reserve and
the allotments and has to fund expenditure in relation to these. We are grateful to the
Playing Field Management Committee for their commitment and support of the
playing field and also to the Fete Committee for their financial contribution to the
Playing Field Management Committee. The Parish Council also supports various
projects within the village and is grateful to those other organisations that provide
grants and donations for such projects.

Every Parish Council in the country has to set a budget based on the year ended 31
March and this money is then requested from the higher authority, which in our case
is Braintree District Council. BDC include this precept in the amount of council tax
that they collect from each household and pay over to the Parish Council bi-annually.
This year, the total precept requested is £50,090 which equates for the average
household in Gosfield to £76.03 for the year or £1.46 per week. These moneys are
all spent on running and maintaining the village facilities.

In 2025/26 the Parish Council’s main project is to achieve the drainage of the playing
field and the resurfacing of the car park. Parish Councillors have pledged £20,000 of
the Parish Council reserves to this project and are hoping that other organisations will
support the project. We are also undertaking refurbishment of the beacon which is
situated on the playing field in preparation for the VE Day celebrations on 8" May.
The first stage of the playing field fencing project along Hall Drive will be commencing
shortly. This is being made possible by a substantial grant from the Rowson
Perpetual Trust plus donations from golf days and Parish Council moneys.

In the Gosfield Nature Reserve, we are funding further tree works to ensure safety. In
the allotments, we have a project for improvements which is being partly funded by a
Section 106 grant from the developers of Millington Place. The Parish Council are
also now investigating a replacement skate ramp. We have secured part funding from
further Section 106 moneys from the developers of The Lindens and we hope to be
able to fund the remainder from grants.

I would like to thank all Parish Councillors who have been very proactive in relation to
these projects and activities. Tricia Edwards.
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GOSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL:

ROLE:

NAME:

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Parish Clerk

Diane Jacob

5 Crocklands, Greenstead Green, CO9 1QY
parishclerk@gosfieldparishcouncil.org
07907-631172

Chairman

Tricia Edwards

Home Farm House, CO9 1RZ
tricia.edwards@gqosfieldparishcouncil.org
01787-472958

Vice
Chairman

Bob Waters

21 Meadway, CO9 1TG
bob.waters@gqosfieldparishcouncil.org
01787-473863

Councillor

Maggi Pawsey

Tye Beams, The Street, CO9 1TP
Via the Parish Clerk
01787-472967

Councillor

Carol Betty Hough

13 Braintree Road, CO9 1PR
Via the Parish Clerk
01787-477208

Councillor

Joanne Lisa
Colyer

13 Nuns Meadow, Gosfield, CO9 1UB
joanne.colyer@gosfieldparishcouncil.org
01787-477808

Councillor

Tony Strudwick

17 Park Cottages, Gosfield, CO9 1TP
tony.strudwick @gosfieldparishcouncil.org
01787-473444

Councillor

John Willis

3a Gosfield Lake Park, CO9 1UG
john.willis@gosfieldparishcouncil.org
07932-859061

Councillor

Tony Farrelly

White Ash House, Gosfield Road, CM7 5PA
anthony.farrelly@gosfieldparishcouncil.org
07930-870688

Councillor

Richard Edwards

Home Farm House, CO9 1RZ
richard.edwards@gosfieldparishcouncil.org
01787-472958

For anything Parish Council related, please contact the Parish Clerk, as above.

PARISH PONDERINGS - FROM ST. CATHERINE’'S CHURCH

As this is the first Grapevine magazine of 2025 may | take this opportunity of wishing
you all a Happy New Year from St Catherine’s Church.

At our Team Service on 29" December Rev Richard Jordan spoke about New Years
resolutions and how often they are made with every good intention, but within a few
weeks most of us have failed. | know that | gave up on New Years resolutions several
years ago — | felt | was only setting myself up to fail as my expectations of myself
were always far too high! Rev Richard suggested that instead of resolutions we
should have ambitions. The intent of resolutions is spot-on but actually achieving
them is difficult. By having an ambition this can aid us in creating meaningful change
in our lives which is achievable. If you have already failed in your 2025 New Years
resolution maybe you could consider a New Years ambition for the rest of the year?

Our primary ambition at St Catherine’s this year is to appoint a new Team Vicar, who
will be responsible for St Catherine’s, St James Church Greenstead Green and St
Andrews Church, Halstead. After several meetings of the joint PCC’s and the recent
appointment of Rev Mark Payne as Team Rector (covering 10 parishes across
Halstead, the Colnes and the Maplesteads), the advert for the Team Vicar will soon
be advertised. We hope to be able to welcome a new Team Vicar by the Autumn.

Jo Colyer (Church Warden)

GOSFIELD COMMUNITY SHOP:
Opening Times:
Monday to Saturday: 8 am to 4 pm
Sunday: 8 am to noon
Telephone: 01787-703787

Ongoing planning applications for building works are as follows.

First floor side & single storey rear extensions to include integrated annexe at ground
floor level. New front porch. Alterations to exterior including new fenestration, roof
tiles and horizontal cladding, 7 Meadway, Gosfield Essex CO9 1TQ, Ref. No:
25/00091/HH.

Proposed single storey log drying extension ,Gosfield Shopping Village Petersfield
Lane Gosfield Essex, Ref. No: 24/02579/FUL.

Installation of new driveway and dropped kerb, 18 Park Cottages The Street Gosfield
Essex CO9 1TP, Ref. No: 24/02260/HH.

Bin Collections:

Green circle — green bin [if paid], clear sacks and food bin

Grey square — grey bin and food bin
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ST. CATHERINE'S CHURCH, GOSFIELD:

We are part of The Three Saints group of parishes along with St Andrew’s Church,
Halstead, and St James’ Church, Greenstead Green; and belong to the wider
Halstead Area Team Ministry. Everyone is welcome at your local parish church.
Services for the next two months at St. Catherine’'s and other churches are as
follows:

Day-/-Date—= - -» Time—» - Service - - Locationf]

Sunday-2™-February-+ - 10.30=» = Holy-Communion - StCatherine’s¥
Sunday-9™February = = 10.30=» - Morning-Praisee - St-Catherine’s
Sunday-16™-February+ - 10.30-» — Holy-Communion - St-Catherine’s"
Sunday-23"-February=+ - 10.30-» -= Morning-Praise = St-Catherine’sf
Sunday-2™-March - = 10.30- = Holy:-Communion- = -St-Catherine’sl

1
Wednesday-5"-March1l

Ash-Wednesday - - 7.30pm- = ThreeSaints-Holy-Communion-@5St-Catherine’s"
1

Sunday-9™March,Lent:1 - 10.30-» - MorningWorship - St-Catherine’s"

Sunday-16™-March,-Lent-2 - 10.30~ Holy-Communion - StCatherine’s>
Sunday-23"-March,-Lent-3 = 10.30-» = Three-Saints-Holy-Communion-@-St-Catherine’sy
Sunday-30™-March—1

Mothering-Sunday - -+ 10.30» = Morning-Praiser = St-Catherine’s

+

Refreshments — usually including home-made cakes and savouries — are served after
Sunday services at St Catherine’s.

For those who prefer to access an online service, each Sunday at 10am Three
Colnes Churches live stream via Facebook (The Three Colnes) or You Tube
(HalsteadAreaTeam@halsteadareateam3650). There is also the Daily Hope phone
line, which offers familiar hymns and prayers free of charge if you dial 0888-804-
8044.

For more information on services and activities in the Three Parishes, please contact
the parish office on 01787-478471.

The Council has not yet made any decisions.
A final report will be presented to Cabinet in May 2025,
which will include all feedback from the consultation.
Please use this opportunity to help shape those decisions.

Tell us about your needs

We want to hear from
residents who may
need extra support.

Additional requirements for
consideration may include:

+ assisted collections

» medical needs
Don't waste the

+ absorbent hygiene products opportunity to have
(e.g. nappies) your say to help shape
+ larger households . the future of our waste

- ; collection service
+ space and access restrictions

ST. CATHERINE'S CHURCH 50/50 CLUB

December 2024 |No. 13 Mrs. J Colyer No. 5 Mrs. R Coombs
Winners: No. 15 Mr. B Pasfield No. 39 Dr. J Paterson
January 2025 |No. 128 Mr. B Crouch No. 69 Mrs. J Barlow
Winners: No. 140 Mrs. S Broyd No. 81 Mr. D Jarvis

Anyone wishing to join, please contact Hazel on 01787-472593
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For regular updates sign up to our
FREE e-newsletters:
www.braintree.gov.uk/tellmemore

To receive text message reminders:
www.braintree.gov.uk/text tell
or call our Customer Service Centre more

If you require this leaflet in another format, or need
assistance to access the survey, please speak to our
Customer Service Centre on 01376 552525

Date of publication, January 2025




’ COUNTRYSIDE
DRIVEWAYS

YOUR LOCAL DRIVEWAY COMPANY

START OF
THE SEASON

£20

per sq mtr
Dizcount For .
Larger Areas - Golde

CAN BE APPLIED TO OLD TA

HARDCORE, ROAD PLANINGS, CONCRETE, GRAVEL
IF NO SURFACE IS PRESENT, WE CAN INSTALL A SUB-BASE

THE AGGREGATE IS EMBEDDED INTO THE HOT BITUMEN &
THE STONES STAY IN PLACE UNLIKE A GRAVEL DRIVE

BY FAR THE MOST HARDWEARING

res & COST EFFECTIVE SURFACE

PRIVATE/SHARED DRIVEWAYS FARM ROADS CAR PARKS
COMMUNAL ROADWAY BUILDING DEVELOPERS

WE ALSO DO BLOCK PAVING
& TARMAC DRIVEWAYS

SEE OUR WORK & REVIEWS oN [] + @
01787 860045 07393 989560

FREE SITE SURVEY FREE ESTIMATES

GARDEN WASTE SUBSCRIPTIONS 2025/26 - BDC

An update on the process for garden waste subscription renewals for 2025/26.

All existing subscriptions will expire at the end of March 2025 and we will be inviting
residents to renew or subscribe for collections in 2025/26 from 27" January onwards
(E55 per year). For other prices and other information please see BDC FAQs.

A key difference this time is that customers who self-serve via the new Waste Portal
will benefit from automatic renewal in future years, subject to a valid payment each
year. (There will be an opportunity for customers to update their card details before
payment is taken.) This will be explained to customers when they subscribe and there
will be the usual cooling off period if customers have a change of mind.

Unfortunately, customers who subscribe by phone will not have had their payment
details stored and so this group will need to sign up again in subsequent years.

There is no need for anyone to let us know if they do not wish to renew, as all current
subscriptions will automatically stop on 31st March, 2025, and no further collections
will be made.

Subscription stickers will again be sent by post and will be a different colour for
2025/26 to help the crews identify bins with a valid subscription. The sticker will also
include the subscriber’'s address as an added security measure, which we believe will
be welcomed by our customers.

More information will be published on the website and via social media in due course,
so please keep an eye out for updates. In the meantime, if you have any queries,
please email: marketing@braintree.gov.uk

_ﬁ GOSFIELD SOCIAL CLUB
SAVE THE DATES:
| GOSﬁel(H On Saturday 24 ™ May and Sunday 25 ™ May, the Social

SOCIAL CLUB Club will be holding a Mini Beer Festival at the cl  ub. A
selection of local draught beers and a cider or two
will be available.

Burgers and sausages from our ever-popular BBQ will also be available on
both days along with live entertainment at selected times during the two days.
The club bar will be open to provide our usual rang e of drinks for anyone who

isn’t a beer or cider drinker.

Further details to follow.

For further information on the Social Club, or if you would like to be emailed our
newsletter detailing future events at the club, please email:

gosfieldsc@gmail.com
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GROUPS, SOCIETIES AND COMMITTEES:

Extensions -+ Block Paving * Brickwork - Grounduwork
Carpentry * and all your building needs

All Work Guaranteed

Tel: OI787 475561 Mob: 07798 84605Ii
4 Highlands, Gosfield, Halstead, Essex CO9 IPH.

NP RAALO A IE S

GENERAL BUILDER
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

EsSTABLISHED 1992

07872-
Toddler Group Emma 916917
. i 07958-
Gosfield Players Jules Wilkinson 903932
. . 07814-
Gosfield Rainbows |Stacey Creak 233219
Gosfield Brownies, |Gill Hillman- 01787- .
Guides and Rangers |Crouch 478097 Or: 07801-265603
Gosfield Beavers, 07885- .
Cubs and Scouts Steve Sudbury 467712 stephensudburygardens@gmail.com
Gosfield Girls 07968- ) . .
Women's Institute Janet Hull 145599 gosfieldgirls.wiessex@aol.com
Gosfield Village . 01787- . .
Circle Ann Willis 274665 ann.willis2006 @btinternet.com
Gosfield Community . 01787- .
Shop Brian Payne 203787 thepaynes57 @hotmail.com
Gosfield Horticultural |Rebecca 01787-
Society Westover 477331
. . 01787- .
Gosfield in Bloom Mandy Adams 273494 mandyladams@icloud.com
Gosfield Fete lan Scott 07798-
Committee 753639
Gosfield Open . 01787- .
Gardens Brian Payne 473670 thepaynes57@hotmail.com
Gosfield Playing . 01787- . .
Field & Pavilion Ann Willis 274665 ann.willis2006 @btinternet.com
Rowson Perpetual . . 01787- . .
Fund David Jarvis 474562 davjar33@gmail.com
ST. CATHERINE'S CHURCH:
Priest -Reverend Katie de Bourcier 01787- halsteadrector@gmail.com
478471 dma.
. 01787-
PCC Secretary David Degnan 479291
01787-
Church Wardens Jo Colyer 477808
01787- |. .. .
Judy Paterson 472514 judith_paterson@hotmail.com
Wedding 01787- . .
Co-ordinator Rae Haylock 472171 halsteadparish@gmail.com
Bell Ringing - Tower 01787- . .
Captain Laurence Carter 472995 laurencejcarter@gmail.com

Please note: bell ringing practice on most Tuesday evenings, 745 pm to 9.00 pm,
novices and experienced ringers welcome.
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Gosfield Rainbows

&

Places available for Girls aged 5-7

Meet on a Monday 4.30pm-5.30pm

Term time only

Rainbows is exciting, messy, friendly and
lots of fun!

Come join us!
Call Stacey, Rainbow Leader
On
07814 233219

Or look online www.girlguiding.org.uk to
register your daughter TODAY!

Gosfield Brownies

&

Places available for Girls aged 7-10

Meet on a Monday 6.00pm-7.30pm

Term time only

Introduce your daughter to aworld of
new adventures,

challenges and fun!
Call Gill, Brown Owl
on
07801265603

Or look online www.girlguiding.org.uk
toregister your daughter TODAY!




A local independent business
run by knowledgable,
approachable people.

L
GARDEN MACHINERY v >
«  Servicing garden machinery large and small
+ Sell a large range of cordless and fuelled garden machinery
+ Stock wheelbarrows, garden tools, fuel, oils, and we can order most parts
*  Sharpen chainsaws, shears, secateurs and lawn mower blades
* Repair all kinds of garden hand tools
+ Collection and return can be arranged for all machines

Opening times: Monday to Friday - 8am till 5pm, Saturday - 8am till Tpm

4 01787 375 194
()

Info@rnrgardenmachinery.co.uk

Bell Tack Works, Middleton Road, Sudbury, Suffolk,
VILLAGE CIRCLE CLUB

We had 2 meetings in December. By way of a change, we held our Christmas lunch
on 5th December at Gosfield Golf Club. 30 members attended and had a most
enjoyable lunch. For our last meeting of 2024, on 19" December we had invited the
Belles of Sudbury, a hand bell ringing team, to come and entertain us for the second
year running. Once again, they played a mixture of popular tunes and carols and
invited members of our group to have a go.

CO10 7LJ

For 2025 we have a mixture of interesting speakers including Braintree Museum
telling us about local silk manufacturers Warners, a member from Perrywood Garden
Centre on the history and development of the company, more armchair exercises and
our very popular summer afternoon tea provided by Tracy's catering. So, if you'd like
to join us on the 3rd Thursday of the month between 2pm and 4pm at the Maurice
Rowson Hall you'd be made very welcome. For more information, please call Ann on
07773-140216. We look forward to meeting you.

Gosfield Grapevine Community Group

GOSFIELD VILLAGE ENTITIES

SCHOOLS:
Gosfield Primary Joanne Deaves |01787- . ' .
School (Head Teacher) |472266 admin@gosfield-pri.essex.sch.uk
St. Margaret's Carolyn Moss 01787- admin@stmargaretsprep.com
School (Headteacher) 472134 *

. Rod Jackson 01787- . .
Gosfield School (Principal) 474040 enguires@gosfieldschool.org.uk
SPORTS CLUBS:
Gosfield Carpet . 01787- . .
Bowls Club Paul M Nicklin 478269 paul.nicklin39@gmail.com
Gosfield Lake Golf . 01787- .
Club Tony O'Shea 474747 gosfieldlakegc@btconnect.com
Gosfield Juniors s 07930-
Football Mark Wiskin 990013
Gosfield United Simon Fraser 01206-
Football Club (Chairman) 211470
Gosfield Tennis Club |Richard Waters 222(7)24 gosfield-tennis@hotmail.co.uk

Gosfield Lake

Linda Turp (Office

01787-

turps@gosfieldlake.co.uk

Manager) 4785043
PUB, CLUB and EVENTS HIRE:
Maurice Rowson Hall|[Amanda Degnan 07308- rowsonhall@gmail.com
530638

. 01787- |. . '
The Kings Head 474016 info@kingsheadgosfield.com
. 07960- . .
The Social Club Becky 014607 gosfieldsc@gmail.com
The Apple Tree Maxine and Keith 2%;315 enquiries@theappletreegosfield.co.uk
07710-
Courtyard Brewery |Tanya and Marc 230662
GOSFIELD SUPPORT:
Neighbourhood . . 07962-
Watch Group Louise Smith 268376
. 07938-
Community Agent Sara Moutard 733207
GOSFIELD POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS (PCSO):
07812- .
PCSO 70714 John Thorne 068636 John.Thorne@essex.police.uk
07812- .
PSCO 70955 Jo Cooper 068697 Joanne.Cooper@essex.pnn.police.uk
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= Leaflets = Posters = Menus = Price Lists = Booklets = Stickers = Labels = Letterh
* Compliment Slips * Business Cards <« Loyalty Cards = Invitations = Draw Tick
rders of Service  Invoices/Estimates/Contracts = NCR Sets, Pads, Books = En

Email: sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk Web: www.paulclarkprint.co.uk
Unit 7 Rippers Court, Sible Hedingham, Essex CO9 3PY

COWLEY HEATING SERVICES LTD
Your local trusted heating specialists.

Established in 2004, we strive to provide Local Boiler

a high quality service to clients on both a Replacement
domestic and commercial basis at Specialists
reasonable prices. We are experts in
heating and plumbing, covering all
aspects of work.

+ Boilerinstallations and replacements

« Central heating system replacement
and repairs

+ Annual boiler and gas fire servicing

+ General domestic plumbing repairs

+ Finance available for new boilers

www.cowleyheating.co.uk
info@cowleyheating.co.uk : Y

Tel: 07795 186378 / 07377 880635

D C

a CV into us at our |

Mr ODD oBf &

ARDENING

Interior & Exterior
Painting
Fencing & Decking

\ THE PAINTING COMPANY

Hedging
Grass Cutting
Planting & Turfing

For those jobs in life that just don't get done,
Call Paul

T: 01787 583 138 ~ M: 07712 314 434

General Garden & Home Maintenance
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Gosfield Lawn Tennis Club

New members are welcome of all ages and standards.

Professional coaching sessions available.
Adult membership starts at £54 for the first year.

For more information, contact our Secretary, and look at our website:

www.gosfield-tennis.co.uk
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Gosfield (Mobile) Library Library - Halstead - Braintee
Route 2 - Nuns Meadow, Monday, (Not open public holidays)
9:45 am to 10:15 am: Monday 9am to 5pm 9am to 7pm
10" February Tuesday 9am to 6pm 9am to 5:30pm
3“March Wednesday Closed 9am to 5:30pm
24" March Thursday 9am to 6pm 9am to 5:30pm
14" April Friday 9am to 5pm 9am to 5:30pm
16" June Saturday 9am to 5pm 9am to 5pm
7" July Sunday Closed Closed
11
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Interested in Taking on an Allotment ?
The allotments are located in the village opposite Greenfields in The Street, Gosfield.
Once a plot is allocated the tenant must sign and return one copy of the agreement
before any activity commences on the said plot. Rents are payable in arrears.

Plots will be inspected at frequent intervals to see that plot conditions are being
complied with in accordance with the agreement, by our allotment Officer Councillor,
Tony Farrelly. If you would like to rent an allotment plot, please contact the Parish
Clerk for further details. Tel: 0790-7631172 (parishclerk@gosfieldparishcouncil.org).
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PARISH COUNCIL WORKING BODIES:

Group / Committee: Councillors:
Responsible Financial Officer Richard Edwards
Nature Reserve Strudwick
Allotment Officer Farrelly

Footpaths Colyer, Hough

Finance Waters, Richard Edwards

Appeals Colyer

Children’s Play Area Colyer, Hough, Pawsey, Strudwick

Planning Waters, Pawsey, Farrelly, Colyer, Tricia Edwards

Car Park drainage/surfacing

Willis

Grapevine Editor

Alan Summerland

Tree Warden

Hough

Personnel Committee

Tricia Edwards, Farrelly, Waters

Neighbourhood Plan Committee
www.gosfieldneighbourhoodplan.org

John Willis [Chairman], Tony Farrelly,

Tony Strudwick, Bob Waters

Information, minutes and agendas:

www.e-voice.org.uk/gosfield

MEMBERS OF OUTSIDE BODIES:

Braintree Association of Local Councils [BALC]

Tricia Edwards, Waters

Coffee Rooms Trust

W aters

Maurice Rowson Hall Management Committee

Strudwick

Rowson Perpetual Memorial Fund

Pawsey, Hough, Colyer

Playing Field Management Committee

T Edwards, Hough, Pawsey

Wethersfield Airbase Scrutiny Committee

Strudwick

Member of Parliament:

Mr James Cleverly MP - or:
Braintree Conservatives
Association Office:

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk
Suite 11, The Centre, Lakes Industrial Park,
Braintree, CM7 3RU

Essex County Councillor:
ClIr. Chris Siddall

Essex County Council, PO Box 11, CM1 1LX
clir.chris.siddall@essex.gov.uk
Office: 01376-562288

Braintree District Councillor:
ClIr. Peter Schwier
Gosfield & Greenstead Green Ward

Long Fen, Great Maplestead, CO9 2RJ
clir.pschwier@braintree.gov.uk
01787-460473
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MEMORIES and SUCH LIKE
from Linda Kemp (Marlow, Richardson) With 2025 Wish  es to All.

A Village such as GOSFIELD has very many resident birth and death dates either
current or in the past, some are returned to * HOME’ ground. Still vivid in memory or
now perhaps way in the past but still recalled. Like my little cousins who both died
young and the Snowdrops starting to bring the Springtime hurrying forth around their
memorial planter by the Ash Tree in our Churchyard. Trevor John and Stephen Paul
Keeble. First sons of Johnny Keeble (Gosfield Footballer ex RAF WW2) and IRIS
DRURY a true village girl born in Ropers Row. Much later a Damask weaver at
Warners in Braintree as the late Queens wedding robe was made in a locked room
above her. The teller of so many Gosfield memories some of which I've shared
within this magazine. John and Iris were my God Parents. | am just home from her
Lincolnshire service. Her soul took flight just 6 days before her 97t birthdate. My
sisters placed floral tributes on our family graves at St Catherines. Including ‘ the
Boys’ Snowdrops there too. The Ash tree was planted as a sapling on their grave
and has given continued life there... to see the light my Uncle said. A Magnificent
sight to behold. | love trees. Ash before Oak we're in for a soak .. Oak before Ash , in
for a splash. Old verse.

I remember also villagers | can recall having passed away since our last issue. VAL
CLAMPIN, PHYL ELLIS and most recently PAM JEGGO ( Our Village Hall booking
clerk and caretaker with husband Tony (Gosfield Cricketer) many moons ago ). | saw
Pam in the bus park, which was then situated behind Halstead Railway Station on a
cold day in 1967 and we chatted as we waited for the 311 bus ‘home’. | was helping
a friend out in Lipton’s office. Pam asked if | had met a lady there of the surname
HAYNES and | had .... It was Pam’s mother. For years Pam greeted me as Linda
Marlow and | responded with Hello Pamela Haynes. Although both were married.
When | told my ex Gosfield United footballing sons of her passing they reminded me
that Pam had laundered the team’s mucky kits for years. My condolences to the
families of the above remembered. The Thursday Club minus Phyl and Vals amazing
iced flowers in cake decorating. Just village people ?

My friend Susan (nee Spinks ) Brooker was chatting to me before Christmas about
her Uncle Clive. She had been sharing her memorabilia with a friend whom | might
add used to babysit my sons decades ago. Hello Justine Cox nee Smith.... | have
fond memories of the late Geoff Cox your dear husband and his brother Graham, the
latter still with us | hope. | remember the family well. Your babysitting allowed
Richard and me to play Badminton for Gosfield (it's that season again now.) Clive
Pullen was my Mum'’s friend Lily’s brother all Gosfield people.

Aunt Iris recalled hearing a Bull roaring one early morning in the fields opposite the
Tennis courts as she and her friend walked along. They had only just waved to Lily
Pullen as she sat by the window on a passing bus. Lily was Clive’s sister. Unaware
that her brother the Cowman at Aylwards Farm had been mauled to death by the very
Bull he’ knew to be’ (from his years there working with it) as a Gentle old fellow.
There was much about it all and not my story to tell as it's Susan’s. Clive was a lovely
man my aunt recalled. The family lived at Highgates in Church Road. Clive was just
44 years of age. 13




MEMORIES and historical snippets, from Linda (Marlo  w, Richardson) Kemp

Had a nice chat also before Christmas with Gladys Deeks probably chatting to me
while she had her amazing homemade soups bubbling away and husband Peter
busy knitting Cable patterned Aran sweaters... | never did learn the cable method
and now | wouldn't manage needle manoeuvres needed to do that as my grip is
limited by MS. Peter learned his skills during the war at his then Primary School. |
am still a ‘knitter’ though when physically allowed. We have a new Wool Shop
opened at the top of Halstead High Street.

I mention my family name DRURY and | mention also JEGGO . These surnames go
way back in the annals of Gosfield . In just the census records of 1881 | see some of
my ancestors names KEMPs , NEWMAN's etc. There were 7 DRURYSs living at the
Bridge cottages. There were 9 Jeggo’s and 6 KEMP’s living within Ox Yard houses
close by and many more of those names living at various addresses in The Street.

| wrote once in a previous issue that during WW2 when American forces were based
in the village that June Jeggo lived opposite the playing field where the US soldiers
played baseball. As bombing raid sirens blared out across the village she and Iris
Drury were watching them.... But the men ran past the girls and crammed into the
JEGGO air raid shelters leaving the girls to run elsewhere. June declaring Americans
could dance but weren't gentlemen. All village girls if interested were collected by
USAF vehicles and taken to the Gosfield Base dances and driven back after those
very popular events. | was born in the era of Church Socials and Whist Drives so
entertainment was limited but there were always what we called seasonal events and
Dances. The Scouts dinner and dance or the Sports club dances. Lovely Dramas on
the Village Hall Stage mostly presented by Reggie French and Ray Moss.... Ironically
from the 1700’s the surname MOSS is in my Family Tree as my gt gt gt Grandparents
on Foulness Island, Essex and when chatting to one of my Gosfield cub scouts family
back in the late 1970’s, surname of Threadgold, farmers betwixt here and
Wethersfield. | was to discover that they were ancestors of that same Threadgold
name on Foulness Island in my relations era. Doing a Family Tree is quite an
experience. Like | said earlier | love Trees the way they reveal the branches once
bare of leaves. I'm sending the editor a wintery pic of some of the Limes, (Lin's
Linden Trees) Climbed by her before any Bungalows went beyond the houses. If
magazine hasn’t room perhaps the pic will be seen in another issue. | think pre the
bungalows as no parking spaces. Just a Snowy morning way back when. Maybe
during an era of children wearing scarves, gloves or mittens and hats outdoors.

| see so many without them these days. Forward facing pushchairs with occupant’s
frozen little faces and hands. Oh Mum * | can hear you loud and clear'... you and
many other voices over the last 2 decades. It just won't do! and please don't lay a
blanket loosely over legs put it under and then bring it around to keep those little
ankles warm between sock tops and legs the same for wheelchair occupants and us
elderly in our chairs..oops! Did | just refer to myself as elderly? When did that
happen ? Two village ladies (then both very elderly) Dorothy Lewin and her friend
Gladys Lawrence once said to me “Linda my dear girl TIME is our enemy but one
day you too will make PEACE with it”.. Amen to that.
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Braintree Area Foodbank

Braintree Area Foodbank have been providing food, for those in crisis, since April
2012. Their mission is to see that no one should go hungry. With centres in
Braintree, Halstead and Witham, the need for the Foodbank is increasing with over
5,703 people fed in the last financial year, of which over 2,595 were children. We are
sure you will agree that these numbers are unacceptable.

If you feel able to support the Foodbank by donating items there is a collection box in
the Gosfield Community Shop, which is regularly collected by members of St
Catherine’s church and delivered to the Foodbank.

BAF are very grateful for the recent donations from Gosfield, especially the Harvest
and Reverse Advent Calendar donations.

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Reverse Advent Calendar for the
Foodbank. | delivered more than 15 large bags of items from Gosfield and they were
extremely grateful. Jo Colyer.
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GOSFIELD GIRLS WI

The Gosfield Girls have been busy over the winter months so here is a little summary
of what we have been doing since my last update, plus what we have coming in the
next few months.

In our September meeting we had a fabulous speaker who gave us a talk on the Life
and Loves of Coco Chanel. In October a Lady Magistrate gave us an insight to her
work and we will be inviting her back as so much to share! November was our 2
Anniversary of forming so we had another party with a thanksgiving theme supper
and we created some gratitude jars to take home for our families. The idea is that
when someone does something nice or helpful then you pop a note in the jar, then at
a family meal each week/month you open the jar and read out the gratitude notes. In
December we held our Christmas party at the Gosfield Social Club again and huge
thanks to Becky Westover for helping to make it a memorable evening there. Our
January meeting, we had a previous speaker come back and talk to us about
(fashion) ‘Trends of a Decade’. Fascinating! Also in January a group of members
went to see Starlight Express in London.

Photos - Gosfield Girls Give Thanks in November

Our upcoming meetings are:

February a Script Writer talk, March -
education on British Sign  Language, and
April is Easter Crafting

If you have an interest in joining us, then please come along for a taster session —
first one is free! We meet for 11 months of the year at the Maurice Rowson Hall on
the 3@ Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Our members represent a wide age group
(spans 40+ years!) and so we hope you feel you can come along. All ladies are
welcome. Please contact me, Jules Wilkinson (President) if you have any questions
07958 903932. 17




Coming soon!
The Gosfield Players are back in March!

Back by popular demand! We are ready to delight you again with our new show!!! This

is our take on a modern version of Sleeping Beauty mashed with a bit of Strictly Come

Dancing! It wouldn't be the Gosfield Players modus operandi without some weird and
wonderful adaptations to the original story....

The show cannot go on without back stage help on show nights to change scenes and
bring on props, plus people to help on the ticket desk. If you can volunteer your time
we would love to hear from you!! Please contact me asap: Jules Wilkinson (Chair)

07958 903932

SHOW DATES: We have three evening performances on Thursday
13t Friday 14 ™ & Saturday 15 " March 2025.

TICKET PRICES: Adults £12, Children £10 (in primary school, or
younger). Tickets will go on sale shortly and details of how to book will
be posted on the Gosfield Grapevine Facebook page, The Gosfield
Players Facebook page and in the Community Shop.

ADVERTISING: we sell around 360 tickets across the 3 days — would
you like to advertise your company to help sponsor our programme
printing? Prices : £10, £20 & £30 (1/4, 1/2 and full page) — colour
printing.

RAFFLE: Prize donations also very welcome from local people and
companies!!
18

Gosfield Fete 2025

We are very pleased to announce the annual Gosfield Fete will be taking place on
Saturday 5 ™ July 2025 ...put it in your diary!

This year's theme for the Fete will be ‘Gosfield — A Knight's Tale’ — a medieval
England feel, with princesses, knights and maybe even dragons!

As always, we'll be contacting the local schools and groups in the next few weeks to
encourage their entry into the procession.

We have a much-changed committee for 2025 and we'’re very grateful to the new
members who have stepped forward to lend their support. However, we always need
lots of help for the physical preparation of the fete on the preceding Friday as well as
the fete day itself, so if you would like to be part of this great village tradition, please
drop us a line at:

gosfieldfete@gmail.com

We are also accepting stall holders for the event so please feel free to get in touch —
first come, first served basis but no food suppliers please.

Finally, we will be extending the duration of the fete by one hour this year (until
6.00pm) and there will be no evening entertainment due to licensing/cost issues.

We'll update you with more details very soon !

HEDINGHAM SINGERS

On behalf of the “Hedingham Singers” | want to thank all Gosfield residents who
supported our Christmas Concert last month. We always enjoy singing at St.
Catherines and we were thrilled to have an audience of almost eighty back in
December.

I'm happy to report that a donation of £250 will be sent from the Hedingham Singers to
St. Catherine's PCC. Prim Rayner.

BRAINTREE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
Do you have a few hours to spare ?

Do you have a willingness to help and would like to put
something back into your community ?

Braintree Community Transport are looking for volunteers, either in
your own car or in one of our 12-seater minibuses, no commitment -
hours to suit yourself. Out of pocket expenses are reimbursed and
pensions / benefits are not affected. To find out more please call, or e-
mail:

01376-557883 community.transport@braintree.gov.uk
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1°' Gosfield Scout Group

www. 1stgosfieldscouts.co.uk

We meet at Gosfield School in Halstead Road on Wednesdays
Beavers (aged 6 to 8) 5.30 to 6.30

and Cubs (aged 8 to 10) 6.30 to 7.30
Scouting is open to both boys and girls, all are welcome.
We are in need of more leaders, in particular we would like to start up
the Scout section again, aged 10 to 14 - anyone up for the challenge ?

Steve Sudbury Group Scout Leader

GOSFIELD CARPET BOWLS CLUB:

Paul Nicklin, Manager, Gosfield Carpet Bowls Club.
26

GOSFIELD COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH TEAM:

Details for October, 2024, are:

The vital role of the Community Speed Watch volunteer is needed now more than
ever, in helping to achieve the aims of Vision Zero. Shaun Harris has taken on the
role of Speedwatch coordinator and would like existing volunteers to contact him at:

sharris.shO1l@gmail.com

WATER HARDNESS LEVELS LOCALLY [*"VERY HARD:
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Gosfield War Memorial - Wreaths

This year, it is proposed that some of the wreaths that were laid at the Remembrance
Service will be removed in December and recycled for next year, The Royal British
Legion are encouraging this practice in accordance with sustainability and reducing
waste, this initiative has also been taken on by the Church and Parish Councils.

However, the money that would be sent by the Parish Council and the Church to buy
new wreaths next year from the RBL will continue to be donated in the same way.
Other wreaths will remain in place throughout the year in remembrance to those
whom we all owe so much.

At The Going Down Of The Sun, And in The Morning, We Will Remember Them.

Alex Mair, Royal British Legion (Halstead Branch)
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