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Congratulations to the Community Village shop fund raising team (page 8) ! 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
 

It’s good to hear that the future of the village shop is now secure. Thanks to all 
involved. 
 

Note: the deadline for things to go into the next Gosfield Grapevine magazine is: 
 

Friday, 25th November, 2022 
 

Anything sent in after this will be put forward into subsequent magazines. 
 

If you would like to advertise your community event, club, or business, and for 
anything Grapevine related, please contact the Gosfield Grapevine editor at: 

 

grapevine@gosfieldparishcouncil.org 

DATES TO NOTE: 
Saturday, 8th October (7pm) – ‘Gosfield in Bloom’ Quiz night at Maurice Rowson Hall 

Saturday, 1st October – Gin Night (Gosfield Social Club) 
Tuesday, 18th October – Gosfield Horticultural Society - AGM 

Saturday, 28th October – Halloween Fancy Dress (Gosfield Social Club) 
Saturday, 26th November – Thursford Christmas Spectacular 

Sunday, 30th October - Clock change (<<) 
Monday, 31st October -Halloween 

Wednesday, 2nd November -All Soul’s Day 
Saturday, 5th November -Gunpowder, Treason and Plot 

Friday, 11th November - Armistice Day 
Friday, 25th November - St. Catherine’s Day 

Wednesday, 30th November  - St. Andrew’s Day 

Don't forget, swim practice at the lake every Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Royal Festival Hall - Carols 
Christmas Carol Singalong at Royal Festival Hall Saturday 10th December, 4.15 pm 
performance. Coach leaving from Halstead at 12.45. Cost including coach £45. 
Joanne Colyer. 

All profits to Community Shop Building Fund. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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 CHAIRMAN’S NOTES: 
Gosfield Community Shop 
We had some good news last week in that the National Lottery Community Fund 
awarded a grant of £150,000 towards the construction of the pavilion extension for the 
community shop. A further grant of £10,000 has now also been pledged from the 
Bernard Sunley Foundation. I would like to thank everyone involved not only in 
obtaining this funding but also in the running and organising of the shop on a daily 
basis which provides a lifeline to many of our residents.  
For those of you who are not aware, the planners dictated that the village shop in its 
current form could no longer continue and that we had to construct an extension to 
the pavilion in order to house the shop in one building on the playing field.  
The Parish Council own the playing field but as a Parish Council we were unable to 
attract grand funding. The Parish Council therefore resolved to lease land adjacent to 
the pavilion to Gosfield Community Shop so that they could take over the project. We 
are pleased that this has resulted in the grunt funding and that the building works will 
be commencing this October.  
Pavements in The Street and Hedingham Road 
The Parish Council were in receipt of complaints in relation to the reduced width of 
pavements in Hedingham Road and The Street due to overgrown hedges and 
encroachment by grass and soil on to the pavements. Your Council wrote to all 
residents in The Street and Hedingham Road requesting that they cut back hedges 
etc to their boundary and I would like to thank all those residents who have done this. 
To those residents who still need to take action, I would urge you to please carry out 
the works as soon as possible as it is a health and safety issue. Please do call our 
Parish Clerk if you have any difficulties with this. 
Braintree District Council have met with us in relation to the pavement issue and will 
be carrying out another inspection shortly.  
Housing Developments 
We currently have at least two developments in the village and the Parish Council 
continue to monitor the impact of these and we are speaking to the developers on 
issues that do arise, e.g. mud on the road, footpaths, hedges, etc. Again, please do 
contact our Parish Clerk if you have any concerns to raise.  
Playing Field Car Park  
In order to facilitate the development at the pavilion, part of the playing field car park 
will soon be cordoned off for health and safety reasons. As winter approaches, the car 
park surface does deteriorate and more potholes do appear. The Parish Council will 
continue to undertake temporary maintenance if and when required. We are also 
researching grant funding so that when the building works are complete, then perhaps 
we could also carry out a more permanent fix to the car park surface.  
Neighbourhood Plan  
Thank you to all those residents who responded and completed the Neighbourhood 
Plan Committee questionnaire. As promised, the Parish Council will be donating £1 
for every completed questionnaire to the community shop building fund. We hope to 
be in a position to do this very shortly. 

Tricia Edwards 
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Interested in Taking on an Allotment ?  From Gosfield Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Rangers 
It was with deep sadness that we learnt that our patron, Her Majesty The Queen had died. Our 

deepest sympathies are with the Royal Family at this very sad time. 

The Queen first joined Guides in 1937 at the age of 11, whilst her sister, Princess Margaret, 

became a Brownie. The Queen was a member of the 1st Buckingham Palace Guides where she 

gained badges in swimming, 1st Aid and horse riding, before moving up to Rangers. In 1953, 

the same year she came to the throne, she became our patron. 

Throughout her life the Queen was an example of the spirit of guiding. Every day she kept her 

promise to do her best, live according to her beliefs, and to help people. These values are 

echoed in the Promise that all Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers make.  

The Queen has inspired girls and young women to help their communities across the UK and 

beyond. We’re honoured and grateful for the support and friendship she gave to Girlguiding as 

our patron. We join the nation in mourning the loss of a truly inspirational Guide, the Queen. 

Earlier this year Gosfield Brownies made Jubilee cards for the Queen and received a letter of 

thanks from Susan Hussey, the Queen’s Lady-in-Waiting, dated 25th July, 2022. 

 
Are you aged over 18 and looking for a volunteering opportunity? 1st Gosfield 
Rainbows, for girls in Girlguiding aged 5yrs to 7yrs, could be the place for you. We 
need someone who wants to join in the fun and volunteer an hour each Monday after 
school with us. We will be sure to let you join in with the crafts, learn new games and 
help the girls to flourish! Please contact the Rainbow Leader Stacey on 07814-233219 

or stacecreak_88@hotmail.com. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHURCH-RELATED NEWS: 

To find out more about hatches, matches and dispatches, plus more, much more, 
including a brief history of Gosfield, baptism, confirmation, photographs, Jesus. More 
than anyone can read, and interesting too, head to: 

www.stcatherineschurchgosfield.org.uk 
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The allotments are located in the village opposite Greenfields in The Street, Gosfield. 
 

Once a plot is allocated the tenant must sign and return one copy of the agreement 
before any activity commences on the said plot. Rents are payable in arrears. 
 

Plots will be inspected at frequent intervals to see that plot conditions are being 
complied with in accordance with the agreement, by our allotment Officer Councillor, 
Bob Waters. 
 

If you would like to rent an allotment plot, please contact the Parish Clerk for further 
details. Tel: 0790-7631172 (parishclerk@gosfieldparishcouncil.org). 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Help Wanted 
We are a local charity dedicated to helping lost, abandoned and unwanted cats.  We 
don’t have a centre, but are a network of carers running from Bishops Stortford to 
Haverhill We would love to hear from you if you can help with any administrative 
duties, transport, social media activities, fundraising or fostering. Full training and 
support given. 
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FROM THE VICAR - ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH 
 

ROLE: NAME: CONTACT INFORMATION:

5 Crocklands, Greenstead Green, CO9 1QY

parishclerk@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

07907-631172

Home Farm House, CO9 1RZ

tricia.edwards@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

01787-472958

21 Meadway, CO9 1TG

bob.waters@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

01787-473863

Tye Beams, The Street, CO9 1TP

Via the Parish Clerk

01787-472967

13 Braintree Road, CO9 1PR

Via the Parish Clerk

01787-477208

27 Meadway, CO9 1TG

sara.moutard@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

07837-699014

Duval, Kings Head Field, CO9 1TN

sam.cowie@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

07902-322588

13 Nuns Meadow, Gosfield, CO9 1UB

joanne.colyer@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

01787-477808

6 Woodland Way, Gosfield, CO9 1TH

mark.bloomfield@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

07879-604074

The Retreat, New England, CO9 3HY

jo.beavis@gosfieldparishcouncil.org

07771-984365

For anything Parish Council related, please contact the Parish Clerk, as above.

Councillor Jo Beavis

Councillor Sam Cowie

Councillor

Mark David 

William Bloomfield
Councillor

Councillor

Maggi Pawsey

Councillor
Joanne Lisa 

Colyer

Carol Betty Hough

Chairman Tricia Edwards

Councillor

Diane Jacob

Bob Waters

Sara Moutard

Parish Clerk

Vice 

Chairman

GOSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL:

Ongoing planning applications for building works are given on page 16. 
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Dear all, 

What extraordinary events we have witnessed during September.  I write this at the 
end of a most memorable, sad, and moving time, as we have marked the national 
period of mourning for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second.  She served us well 
and faithfully for over 70 years, fulfilling that promise she made on her 21st birthday to 
dedicate her life to service.  In the words of the Archbishop of Canterbury at her state 
funeral, “Never has a promise been so well kept”.  Her Majesty’s example inspires us 
all to be true each to our own calling to serve others in the positions we find ourselves 
in.  Her life of service was underpinned by a strong Christian faith, and she modelled 
values that we perhaps appreciate most fully now that we have lost her. 

She represented continuity and stability, even when the Royal Family went through 
their own rough patches, and although we knew she wouldn’t live for ever, it was hard 
to imagine what her passing would feel like.  As a nation, we mark these things well: 
the plans that have been in preparation for many years came together with 
remarkable attention to detail, with pomp and pageantry, and the best of our 
traditions.  We have had time to reflect, to pray, to welcome our new King while 
expressing our gratitude for all his mother stood for and did for those she served – 
this nation, the realms and territories, the Commonwealth, and beyond. 

It reminded me of the importance of grieving well.  Grief is a very uncomfortable 
emotion and sometimes we can want to hide away from it or rush past it – but it will 
make itself felt in some way.  To give time to remembering, giving thanks, and 
marking the transition is so important, whatever our faith or our preferred rituals or 
practices for that.  Grieving for The Queen may have reminded us of our own griefs 
for those we have lost, whether recently or long ago, or those we fear losing.  And 
that’s okay – it is right to acknowledge and feel those feelings, and process them in 
our own way. 

We trust that The Queen is now at peace with her Lord, and we pray for our new King, 
for the Royal Family, and for our nation and the Commonwealth at this time of loss 
and change.  For all the uncertainty and grief of change, let us keep looking to the 
future with hope – hope found in faith, in the goodness of the people around us, and 
the example of those who serve us well. 
 
Revd Katie de Bourcier 
 

halsteadrector@gmail.com 
 

Priest-in-Charge of the Halstead Area Team Ministry, including St Catherine’s Church, 
Gosfield 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The aromatic herb rosemary is an ancient symbol of fidelity and remembrance - a 
commemorative symbol to help us remember those who served and those who died. 
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MAURICE ROWSON MEMORIAL HALL 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMANS REPORT 2022 

Despite the problems caused by the shutdown the committee operated as well as was 
allowed by means of the telephone and by email. Mrs Degnan was able to keep in 
touch with our customers and to keep our hall in its usual pristine condition. External 
re-decoration was started and completed in 2021. Meanwhile we can report a gradual 
increase in use since the Covid Rules have been relaxed, enabling a start to be made 
on improvements to the acoustics, lighting, and heating in July. 
On a sad note, we lost the services of Christine Atwater our Post Office lady who was 
taken from us by a sudden illness, and we express our sympathy to her family for their 
loss. 
We are now investigating ways we can control the efficient use of the water and 
energy rates, and even the possible use of roof mounted Solar Panels. The 
installation of Wi-Fi is also being investigated. 
The Committee may be short in numbers but have nothing to mar their enthusiasm in 
maintaining our hall to be as good if not better than any in the area. 
Even so we would welcome any individuals who would enjoy working with such a 
great team. 

Glyn Roberts, Chairman, July 2022 

No. 10 Mrs. S Hume No. 40 Mr. F Boyle

No. 20 Mr. C Simpson No. 189 Mrs. M Hannah

No. 24 Mr. W Letham No. 39 Dr. J Paterson

No. 29 Mr. B Broyd No. 74 Mr. J Barlow

ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH 50/50 CLUB

August Winners:

Anyone wishing to join, please contact Hazel on 01787-472593

September 

Winners:

Closed

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

9am to 5pm

8
th
 October

29
th
 October

9am to 5pmMonday

31
st
 December 9am to 5pm

10
th
 December

Tuesday

Nuns Meadow, Saturday,

Closed

19
th
 November

Gosfield (Mobile) Library Halstead Library
(Not open public holidays)

9am to 6pm

9:45 am to 10:15 am:

9am to 6pm
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CHURCH SERVICES: 
We meet in St Catherine’s on Sunday mornings – all welcome. 

 

https://st-catherine-s-church-gosfield.sumup.link or you can use our QR code. 
 

 

 
 

If you prefer a traditional Book of Common Prayer service, you can phone 01376-
317669 at any time and for just the cost of the phone call can listen to the latest 
recorded service. 

31 



 

Toddler Group Emma
07872-

916917

Gosfield Players Jules Wilkinson
07958-

903932
Gosfield  Rainbows 

and Guides
Stacey Creak

07814-

233219
Gosfield Brownies 

and Guides

Gill Hillman-

Crouch

01787-

478097 
Or: 07801-265603

Gosfield Beavers, 

Cubs and Scouts
Steve Sudbury

07885-

467712
stephensudburygardens@gmail.com

Gosfield Village 

Circle
Ann Willis

01787-

274665
Gosfield Community 

Shop
Brian Payne

01787- 

473670
thepaynes57@hotmail.com

Gosfield  Twinning 

Association
Bridget Waterer swithin.wfl@googlemail.com

Gosfield Horticultural 

Society

Rebecca 

Westover

01787-

477331

Gosfield in Bloom Mandy Adams
01787-

273494
mandyladams@icloud.com

Gosfield Fete 

Committee
Chris Flint

01787-

474573
Gosfield Playing 

Field
Isla Gill

01787-

473398
isla.gill@hotmail.com

Gosfield Open 

Gardens
Brian Payne

01787- 

473670
thepaynes57@hotmail.com

Maurice Rowson Hall Amanda Degnan
01787-

274992
rowsonhall@gmail.com

Rowson Perpetual 

Fund
David Jarvis

01787-

474562
davjar33@gmail.com

Priest -Reverend Katie de Bourcier
01787- 

478471
halsteadrector@gmail.com

PCC Secretary David Degnan
01787-

472291

Church Wardens Jo Colyer
01787-

477808

Judy Paterson
01787-

472514
judith_paterson@hotmail.com

Wedding                 

Co-ordinator
Dave Patmore

01787-

474047
Bell Ringing - Tower 

Captain
Laurence Carter

01787-

472225
laurencejcarter@gmail.com

ST. CATHERINE'S CHURCH:

GROUPS, SOCIETIES AND COMMITTEES:
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GOSFIELD COMMUNITY SHOP - GOOD NEWS ! 
We are proud and delighted to announce we have secured a grant from the National 

Lottery Community Fund for £150,000.  This means the Shop can now start the new 

building which we hope will be in early October 2022. 

A special thank you must go to John Willis who did the research and application to get the 

grant.  Also, a special thank you to Richard Edwards for doing the accounts and legal 

paperwork and spending so much of his time on this project.  Without his help we simply 

could not have done it.  I would also like to thank our Secretary Tricia Edwards for all her 

help, knowledge and hard work on this enormous project. 

Of course, I need to thank the Shop Committee, the fundraising sub-Committee for all their 

help and for all the volunteers who give up their time and work so hard to keep the shop open.  

Without them there would be no Shop.  

Thank you to all who bought shares in the shop, for all the fund-raising events and for all the 

donations however large or small.  Every bit has helped to secure your shop. 

 The shop will now be secure.  

Finally, please note that the shop will revert to winter hours of 8am to 4pm from Monday 31st 

October after the clocks have gone back. 

Brian Payne, Chairman of the Shop Committee. 
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Gosfield Primary 

School

Jo Morgan (Head 

Teacher)

01787-

472266
admin@gosfield-pri.essex.sch.uk

St. Margaret's 

School

Carolyn Moss 

(Headteacher)

01787-

472134
admin@stmargaretsprep.com

Gosfield School
Rod Jackson 

(Principal)

01787-

474040
enquires@gosfieldschool.org.uk

Gosfield Carpet 

Bowls Club
Paul M Nicklin

01787-

478269
paul.nicklin39@gmail.com

Gosfield Lake Golf 

Club
Tony O'Shea

01787-

474747
gosfieldlakegc@btconnect.com

Gosfield Juniors 

Football
Mark Wiskin

07930-

990013
Gosfield United 

Football Club

Simon Fraser 

(Chairman)

01206-

211470

Gosfield Tennis Club
Sheila Goldsmith 

(Secretary)

01787-

478519

Gosfield Lake 
Linda Turp (Office 

Manager)

01787-

4785043
turps@gosfieldlake.co.uk

The Kings Head Emma and Matt
01787-

474016
info@kingsheadgosfield.com

The Social Club Becky and Steve
01787-

476235

The Apple Tree Maxine and Keith
01787-

477715
enquiries@theappletreegosfield.co.uk

Courtyard Brewery Tanya and Marc
07710-

230662

Community Agent Chivonne Claydon
07540-

720603
Neighbourhood 

Watch Group
Louise Smith

07962-

268376

PCSO 70714 John Thorne
07812-

068636
John.Thorne@essex.police.uk

PSCO 70955 Jo Cooper
07812-

068697
Joanne.Cooper@essex.pnn.police.uk

Special Constable TBA

SPORTS CLUBS:

SCHOOLS:

PUB, CLUB and EVENTS HIRE:

GOSFIELD POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS (PCSO):

GOSFIELD SUPPORT:

GOSFIELD VILLAGE ENTITIES

Please note: bell ringing practice on most Tuesday evenings, 745 pm to 9.00 pm, 
novices and experienced ringers welcome. 
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THE FRIENDS OF SAINT CATHERINE’S CHURCH- GOSFIELD 
The ‘Friends of St Catherine’s Church’ a committee of just eight people, continue to 
support the Church in funding the fabric (i.e. buildings) of the Church. The deficit per 
month is around £600, so the Church is needing support to pay its bills, including its 
Diocese share, electricity and gas, amongst other bills. Although the Church itself 
receives some donations from the congregation, it is still underfunded and requires 
further donations. Obviously there have been a reduced number of weddings which is 
normally one of the main stays of the upkeep. 
We will all probably need the facilities of Church some day, both happy and sad, be it 
Baptism, wedding, confirmation, funeral or attending a service for Worship, as well as 
being a great asset for the villagers. 
Donations are always welcome, indeed most of our gifts come through bequeaths left 
by families who may or may not have been regular congregation members.  
Should you wish to give a donation, or a bequeath in your will, or even a one off 
gift, please contact David Degnan (Honorary treasurer) 01787-472291 for the 
necessary forms. 
To make a direct donation to the Friends the Barclay bank account details are: 
Sort code 20 97 40, account number 90237639. 
Do please assist in the upkeep of this important building, originally built in 1190 by the 
third Earl of Oxford, and in 1435 Sir Thomas Rolfe built a new Church. 
For more information on the Church and its history see the Church website 
www.gosfieldchurch.org.uk. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Proclamation of Accession of Charles III 
Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to call to His mercy our late Sovereign Lady 
Queen Elizabeth the Second of Blessed and Glorious memory, by whose Decease 
the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is solely and 
rightfully come to the Prince Charles Philip Arthur George: 

We, therefore, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this Realm, and members of the 
House of Commons, together with other members of Her late Majesty's Privy Council, 
and representatives of the Realms and Territories, Aldermen, and citizens of London 
and others, do now hereby, with one Voice and Consent of Tongue and Heart, publish 
and proclaim, that the Prince Charles Philip Arthur George, is now, by the Death of 
our late Sovereign of happy Memory, become our only lawful and rightful Liege Lord 
Charles the Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, and of his other Realms and Territories, King, Head of the 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith: To whom we do acknowledge all Faith and 
Obedience, with humble affection: beseeching God, by whom Kings and Queens do 
reign, to bless His Majesty with long and happy years to reign over Us. 

Given this tenth day of September in the year of our Lord two thousand and twenty-
two. 

God Save the King. 
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MEMORIES by Linda Marlow (Richardson, Kemp)…… cont’d. 

My life began with a King on the Throne a Georgian age and like many others in their 70’s 
lived through the most recent Elizabethan age and I guess will end with this  Carolus ( 
Carolean ) age but one never knows. 
My Aunt Iris tells me she has lived through George 5th, Edward 8th, George 6th, Elizabeth 2nd 
and now her King is Charles 3rd…that’s a good innings. 
With all the coverage in TV and Newspapers etc., there are many recollections of people and 
their personal memories. I remember when the Queen came through Gosfield, resplendent in 
bright yellow and we stood at our gates etc., to wave her on her way. 
You may have heard during all the commentary on Balmoral there was also a nearby place 
called Ballater mentioned. Gosfield has a small connection to this area. Namely in Louisa Ruth 
( born Harris and one of two adopted daughters of Samuel and Ellen Courtauld of Gosfield 
Hall ) penned a book about the family holidays spent in Ballater and of strolls into local areas 
where sometimes Queen Victoria would be strolling. This had a very descriptive storyline and 
two volumes were published. I was trusted to read both of these decades ago and years later 
an interested party at a University contacted me for verification of the author and I was able to 
help them.  I really enjoyed the reading of them and had not given them recent thought until I 
heard Ballater mentioned during the reporting of our Queen Elizabeths’ recent demise. May 
she Rest in Peace, her duty done. 
I read the piece on Cricket in the previous Grapevine and noted the comment on staying for 
tea. In my memory of years of cricket matches only the players and opposing teams were 
given tea. We wives and such packed picnics for away matches or dashed home with our 
children to feed them and return again later. Or as a youngster myself with pals like Geoff 
Broyd (his Dad a good cricketer) we’d sit drinking ‘pop’ and eating crisps with others of a 
certain age behind the huge grass rolling equipment. Aunt Iris recalls her and teenage friends 
gathering for end of hostilities in Europe and fireworks being jammed into the roller 
mechanism to create a good bang. 
Her boyfriend Fred Sewell an evacuee couldn’t understand why there was silence as they 
hadn’t gone off as planned so he clambered over to check just as it went off and he was 
deafened for days. Some things never change with teenagers! I might add to that snippet of 
her memories that she was broken hearted when he returned to London after making many 
friends in the village. He wrote to her but my Nan destroyed the letters but that’s not how it 
ended as decades later and a widower he visited Gosfield Fete and sat chatting to old pals 
and was told that Iris was living in Lincolnshire with her husband (1950’s Gosfield footballer 
Johnny Keeble ) but he was very ill. John later passed away. A couple of years afterwards 
Fred reconnected with Iris and they remained friends until his death. His elder brother is on 
our WAR memorial, Kenneth Sewell. The family were evacuated to the tiny thatched cottage 
by Hopes Farm (Aylwards) and an incendiary bomb dropped nearby. So they were moved into 
to the lodge house by Gosfield Hall drive… safer area? Not really as numerous bombs were 
dropped in the Spinney as the aerodrome was targeted. It changed the landscape of the 
spinney for the post war creation of The Gosfield Gremlins. I’ll tell you about them and their 
fame next time. Meanwhile going back to the CRICKET it’s a DECADE since Gosfield won the 
PiriPiri NECL Knockout Cup. 
NOW for a seasonal REMINDER It’s time to start thinking of making Christmas puddings and 
cakes, or is that another custom gone ?  I began mixing after Harvest Festival back in the day.  
After making the Blackberry Jam and Plum Jam (the Victoria Plums in OxYard were amazingly 
abundant behind Mary Jeggo’s ). Time soon for Chestnut’ gathering too. How lucky to have 
the best for free in our village park. There were Crab Apples by the main gate (for jelly) 
walnuts across from the Church but probably no longer.  Take Care all and fond 
remembrances of the late Alma (Brazier) Pasfield. My condolences go to Bill and family. 
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The Little Flowerhouse 
The Cabin at Wash Farm, Queen Street, Sible Hedingham. CO9 3RH 

Call: 07736 280602 

Your local Florist serving your community 

Bespoke floral designs for all occasions, seasons and budgets 

Bouquets, Arrangements, Farewell & Sympathy Flowers, Wedding 

Flowers,  

Candle gifts and greetings cards. Deliveries within a 10 mile radius.  

Subscriptions are also available. 

Open Monday to Saturday 08.30 to 17.00 Wed 08.30 to 13.00 Closed 

Sundays 

Email: thelittleflowerhousegosfield@gmail.com 

     Web: www.thelittleflowerhouse.co.uk 
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Gosfield Lawn Tennis Club 
New members are welcome of all ages and standards. 

Professional coaching sessions available. 
Adult memberships starts at only £30 for the first year. 

 

For more information, contact our Secretary, Sheila Goldsmith, on 01787-478519 
 

and look at our website:     www.gosfieldtennis.co.uk 
 

3z Electrical 
 

Fully qualified, experienced, certificated 

and reliable local electrician. 

 

All types of domestic, commercial and 

industrial work carried out including fault 

finding, testing and inspections. 

 

Phone Steve on: 

 

07964-677163, or, 01787-479655 
 

27 Meadway, Gosfield 
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GOSFIELD CARPET BOWLS CLUB: 
The club is continuing to recover from the effects of the COVID issues. Membership 
has recovered to the levels of pre-Covid lock down and we are now beginning to play 
competitive club matches and individual championship events as well as friendly 
games against local clubs that do not wish to play in the Essex Winter league 
matches. 

We are fortunate to have the Rowson hall as our home venue in which to hold our 
club nights and events .It is both spacious enough to have three mats out at a time 
whilst the floor is relatively flat and true enough to ensure that the speed and 
movement of the bowls is consistent over each mat. It is quite common in some halls 
that the floor levels vary over the length and breadth of the hall making the judgement 
of speed and direction of the bowls difficult to judge and a direct advantage to the 
home side. 

We have played our first competitive Winter League match of the new season at 
home in the Rowson hall this year, but unfortunately will not be able to play any further 
home matches in the hall until the modifications have been completed in early 
October. We shall however be arranging several friendly matches against local non-
league clubs during this period in order to maintain our competitive form for when we 
are once again able to return to playing league matches in the Rowson Hall. 

The number of clubs playing in the Winter League this year is greatly reduced to that 
prior to the COVID lockdown. Some clubs have closed due to low numbers of 
members whilst others continue to play, but with restricted numbers insufficient to play 
in the Winter League. Strangely enough some clubs have benefited from the club 
closures and have attracted the better players from the closed clubs, thereby 
increasing their standard of play and ensuring that there are sufficient clubs now 
competing in the Winter Leagues, all be it in smaller numbers. 

With the standard still high in the league, Gosfield are at a slight disadvantage to 
other clubs due to the lack of club nights in which to practice whilst the hall 
renovations are carried out. We are however a very enthusiastic club and will, I am 
sure, finish in a reasonable position in the league come the end of the season on 
March 31st, 2023. 

Our next club night will not be until October 3rd, or 5th, depending upon the completion 
of the hall works. However, new members are always welcome, experienced or 
complete novices. 

Paul M Nicklin, Manager , Gosfield Carpet Bowls Club. 
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…books or perhaps listening to the Wireless (known as the radio perhaps to some of you).  
Television barely existed.  Yet latterly Her Majesty deftly used Zoom to carry out her duties in 
meeting people that she was not able to meet in person.   
  Younger people will have heard “grown-ups” use the term “in the olden days”.  It is perhaps a 
privilege of old age, and no doubt happened a lot over the weekend of the celebrations.  Let 
alone the period following her death, especially anyone old enough to remember the last 
coronation in 1953.  But who would have thought that the period of time just two and a half 
years ago would now be included in “the olden days”?  February and March 2020 now qualify 
for that description, as a result of Covid.  Our lives have changed so much in how we do 
things.    Again, that was something “Unexpected”. 
  Members of our Scouting and Guiding organisations all made a Promise when they joined 
their organisations.  At the time that they made their Promise it included for them to promise to 
“do their duty to the Queen”.  What that means in practice for all of us can be many things.  It 
may mean serving in the Armed Forces or being a Policeman.  Or simply following the laws of 
the land.    As well as making their Promise when they join, they also reaffirm it routinely 
through their Scouting and Guiding lives.  So, the celebrations for Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee 
were a good reason to do so again, and on that day, we heard the Brownie Promise and Scout 
Promise.  Members of the audience may have made a Scout or Guide Promise in earlier days, 
whether in Gosfield or not.  So, they were welcomed to make the Scout or Guide sign as they 
heard their Promise again. 
  Perhaps there will be a race now for any new members to be the first to promise to “do their 
duty to the King”. 
  A recording of The National Anthem was played for the crowds to join in with and broadcast 
live on BBC Essex.  A hearty three cheers were called for Her Majesty, led by Alec.  I am 
pleased to say that from where I was standing at the flagpole, I did see that some members of 
the crowd did respond to the command: “Remove headdress”! 
  Whilst the Cubs were in the churchyard the week before the celebrations, they were shown 
the monument to the Poor Clares, Nuns from France who were given refuge in Gosfield during 
the eighteenth century.  They lived at what is now Highgates opposite the Playing Field, and 
Nuns Meadow was named after them.  I am pleased that the tradition of giving refuge in 
Gosfield has continued to this present day.  The latest recruit to the Beavers at that time is 
from Ukraine, and formally made his Beaver promise in the churchyard during that visit. 
  After we had got the serious items out of the way, then it was time to start the celebrations.   
Starting with the bells being rung.  Whilst that was happening Jubilee Medallions were be 
handed out to the uniformed organisations.  Refreshments were served in the church, where 
some of the artwork could be seen that the young people of the village had made.  Later in the 
weekend the celebrations continued with the lighting of the Beacon on the Playing Field and 
culminated with the lunch on Sunday afternoon.   
  I am sure that before that weekend let alone during it, we were all hoping that Her Majesty 
would be there for it in some form.  Our prayers were granted, and afterwards we settled back 
to “normal” life, worrying about energy prices, or the war in Ukraine.  Her Majesty was able to 
go to Scotland for her annual holiday, but in fact as always carried on working, wading through 
her daily “red boxes”.    But as we now know she passed away on Thursday 8th September.  
At the time of writing preparations were in full swing for her State Funeral.  Also, preparations 
for the Coronation of King Charles the 3rd in due course.  So, although we mourn the passing 
of Her Majesty, things will and do carry on. 
  The Queen is Dead.  Long Live the King. 
N.B   The original speech was read out at the Jubilee celebrations by Tricia Edwards, Chair of 
Gosfield Parish Council, and Steve Sudbury, Group Scout Leader Ist Gosfield Scout Group.  
The speech and this article were written on behalf of the organisers by Peter Dyson, District 
Supporter Halstead and Colne Valley Scout District, and formerly Cub Scout Leader in 
Gosfield.  
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Her Majesty The Queen: 
The article below is based upon the speech that was read out at the first event of the Gosfield 
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in June.  Following the sad death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, it has now been updated to report on what happened that weekend, and 
some thoughts of the years to come. 
  Note that the speech was written to cover the ages of those present that day.  From those six 
years old or younger to those 66 years plus, and that was just the age range of those in 
uniform. 
The crowds in the churchyard at St Catherine’s Church, and listeners to BBC Radio Essex 
were welcomed to the first event of the Gosfield Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.  The uniformed 
organisations had processed from the playing field to the church with flags flying.   Along with 
the rest of the country and Commonwealth, we were celebrating seventy years since Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth had acceded to the throne in 1952.  Several events happened in 
Gosfield.  That first one was triggered to coincide with the tradition of flying the Union Flag at 
the church for royal events.  Usually that just happens without an audience.  But our Scouting 
sections in particular always start off their weekly meeting with a ceremony of “breaking” or 
raising the flag, so it was felt appropriate to start the Jubilee the same way too. 
  You may have noticed that the flagpole has been recently repainted.  This was done by the 
Beavers and Cubs the week before the celebrations.  In case you are picturing them standing 
on each other’s shoulders to do it, rest assured that the pole was lowered to the ground first 
(by the adults).  Hopefully any trace of new “freckles” has worn off.  Thank goodness that 
unlike other villages and towns the flagpole is in the churchyard, and not on top of the tower. 
  Her Majesty had been reducing her attendances in person just recently, and we all hoped 
that she would be taking part in the more “official” events, such as Trooping the Colour on 
Horse Guards Parade in London that morning.  But at the last minute she did opt for quieter 
celebrations, no doubt watching on television at Windsor Castle.  However, I suggested that 
we should have been prepared to see a helicopter coming in to land in Gosfield, let alone a 
golf buggy trundling through the gate!  She would indeed have been welcome. 
  It is quite an achievement to have been a monarch for seventy years (and at that time still 
counting), and one unlikely to happen again for many generations to come.  It only happened 
because Her Majesty became Queen at the young age of twenty-six.  Following King Charles 
the Third acceding to the throne, add on seventy to his age and you will see how unlikely a 
future event like this will be.  All of us who were present that day are also very unlikely to ever 
take part in a similar celebration again.  That will be something to tell your children and 
grandchildren in the years to come.   
  There is a saying “Always expect the Unexpected”.  So it is with Her Majesty.  On the 
Tuesday she said goodbye to her fourteenth Prime Minister and welcomed her fifteenth.  
Sadly, her death deteoriated very quickly and she sadly passed away on the Thursday.   
Of course, she was not destined to be the monarch.  When she was born it was her uncle, 
who initially on the death of King George the Fifth did accede to the throne.  Edward the 8th, or 
the Duke of Windsor who he became.  But in 1936 he abdicated, and his younger brother, the 
Queen’s father became King George 6th.  So, the line of succession moved to her, and has 
now moved on to Prince Charles, now King Charles 3rd, and will move on we hope through his 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 
  Note that when the Queens late husband, Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh, announced 
his retirement at the age of 96, he wandered out loud as to what all the fuss was about.  As he 
said, most people these days retire at 65!  Her Majesty was also 96 when she passed away 
and had cut back on attending events in person.  But such is also her devotion to duty, she 
never retired. 
Much happened during the late Queen’s reign and lifetime.  When she was growing up, 
computers were the subject of science fiction if at all.  That would have been from reading … 
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 WORDS TO THE HYMN SUNG DURING THE MEMORIAL SERVICE: 
 

1 The day you gave us, Lord, is ended, 
the darkness falls at your request; 

to you our morning hymns ascended, 
your praise shall sanctify our rest. 

 
2 We thank you that your Church, unsleeping 

while earth rolls onward into light, 
through all the world her watch is keeping 

and never rests by day or night. 
 

3 As over continent and island 
each dawn leads to another day, 
the voice of prayer is never silent, 

nor do the praises die away. 
 

4 So be it, Lord! Your throne shall never, 
like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
your kingdom stands and grows forever 

until there dawns your glorious day. 
 

 
 

Please contact Ann, on 07773-140216, or Jo, on 07894-577629, if you would like to 
become a volunteer at the shop. 
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Group / Committee:

Nature Reserve

Neighbourhood Plan

Allotment Officer

Footpath

Finance

Appeals

Children’s Play Area

Planning

Grapevine Editor

Tree Warden

Personnel

Information, minutes and agendas:

Beavis

Beavis

Waters

Moutard

Pawsey, Hough, Colyer

Beavis

Hough, Pawsey, Bloomfield

Member of Parliament:

Mr James Cleverly MP - or:

Braintree Conservatives

Association Office:

Essex County Councillor:

Cllr. Chris Siddall

Braintree District Councillor:

Cllr. Peter Schwier

Gosfield & Greenstead Green Ward 01787-460473

Essex County Council, PO Box 11, CM1 1LX

cllr.chris.siddall@essex.gov.uk

Office: 01376-562288

Long Fen, Great Maplestead, CO9 2RJ

cllr.pschwier@braintree.gov.uk

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk

Playing Field Management Committee

Suite 11, The Centre, Lakes Industrial Park,

Braintree, CM7 3RU

Maurice Rowson Hall Management Committee

Hough, Pawsey, Colyer

Alan Summerland

www.e-voice.org.uk/gosfield

Passenger Transport Representative

Rowson Perpetual Memorial Fund

PARISH COUNCIL WORKING BODIES:
Councillors:

Hough, Moutard

Beavis, Bloomfield, Moutard, Waters

Waters

Beavis, Hough

Waters, Edwards, Bloomfield, Moutard, Cowie

Cowie, Colyer

Essex Association of Local Councils

Braintree Association of Local Councils

Coffee Rooms Trust

Moutard, Waters, Beavis, Pawsey

MEMBERS OF OUTSIDE BODIES:

Beavis

Bloomfield, Edwards, Waters
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS (BUILDING): 
Prior approval for the change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling house (Class 
C3), and for associated operational development - Change of use to 1no. residential 
dwelling, Beardswood Farm Parkhall Road Gosfield Essex CO9 1SQ, Ref. 
No:22/02532/COUPA 

Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 3 and 4 of approval 
22/01449/LBC, The Old Granary Gosfield Road Wethersfield Essex CM7 4DR, Ref. 
No:22/02390/DAC 

Erection of temporary advertising during the construction phase of the development 
inclusive of2x flagpoles, 2x stack signs and mesh banners, Land South Of The Limes 
Gosfield Essex, Ref. No:22/02362/ADV 

Variation of Condition 2 of permission 18/02007/FUL granted 22/06/2020 for 17 
dwellings with associated access, parking, garaging, landscaping and amenity space. 
Variation would allow amendments to the approved boundary treatment plan, Land 
South of The Limes Gosfield Essex, Ref. No:22/02318/VAR 

Single storey annexe for ancillary use Gairsay House Hedingham Road Gosfield 
Essex CO9 1PJ, Ref. No:22/02287/HH 

Use of land for sitting mobile home for ancillary use to the main dwelling, Gairsay 
House Hedingham Road Gosfield Essex CO9 1PJ, Ref. No:22/02288/PLD 

Replacement doors and windows, 7 The Limes Gosfield Essex CO9 1UA, Ref. 
No:22/02200/HH 

Application for approval of details as reserved by condition 3 of approved 
application17/00119/OUT, Land Rear of 10 New Road Gosfield Essex, Ref. 
No:22/02188/DAC 

Application for Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed development -Replacement 
windows and doors, Gosfield Community Primary School, The Street Gosfield Essex 
CO9 1ST, Ref. No:22/02172/PLD 

Application for Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed development - 1 No Directional 
Sign, Public Weighbridge Hedingham Road Gosfield Essex, Ref. No:22/02135/PLD 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

VILLAGE CIRCLE CLUB 
Come and join us at The Village Circle on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the 
Maurice Rowson Hall. 

2pm til 4pm. At next month's meeting on 20th October we have Steve Sudbury telling 
us about the scouts' trip to Peru. November's meeting will be a talk on the Air 
Ambulance and we celebrate Christmas with a special lunch in December. We look 
forward to welcoming you at our meetings. 

Ann 
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Dates for your diary: 

Saturday 1st October - Gin Night 
Large range of gins will be available as well as our 

normal extensive range of drinks. 

Saturday 28th October - Halloween Fancy Dress 

Prizes for best fancy dress. Hot sausages and rolls will 
be available. 

Doors open at 7:30pm. 
All welcome. 

For further information on the Social Club, or if 
you would like to be emailed our newsletter 

detailing future events at the club, please email: 
gosfieldsc@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL –  
COST OF LIVING SUPPORT INFORMATION 

Some information for Braintree residents on where they can find help and support for 

problems they may be facing due to the increase in the cost of living has been posted 
on a single page on the BDC website, which is easily accessible from the front page 
of the site. The link to the information can be found below:  

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/costofliving 
I hope you find the link and information useful. We will be widely publicising the link 
via our social media channels.  
Cllr. Peter Schwier, Gosfield & Greenstead Green Ward, Braintree District Council. 
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