GOLDHANGER

An estuary village

’ & Maura Benham




GOLDHANGER
An Estuary Village
Maura Benham

Fra=s Ovipate'y Compdnie Woshad

1977

Fronlispiece
The head of the Goldhanger creek with the village in the distance

Photographs by Keith Mirams:
Frontispiece and pages 69 and 73

&) Maurg Benham (977
Copyright All rights reserved

Tha Trusieo of Maws Senhanr's astale has kindly given the
Gokdhangar History Sociely permission 1o produce an alecironi
varsfon of ihis book, The original beok iz long since oul of prinl

and &l vwiho Rnedr Maurd dgree thal she vouRd have boeq

cdalighted fo knovwr her vork and interes! in the vitloge is still
Daring shired by oifwrs,

Printed in Great Britain by
Hewitt Photo-Lith Limited
Colchester, Essex



Acknowledgments

I HAVE to thank many local people for telling me what they have
experienced and heard and thought about this village, and for lending
me photographs and old postcards. In this I am particularly grateful
to Mrs M. W. Hopwood, Mr and Mrs F. Neville, Mrs M. Rowley, Mrs
D. Terry and Mr and Mrs R. Brazier; and to Mrs G. Wakeling, Mr
B. C. Mann and Mr Douglas Bunting who also allowed me to see the
deeds of their property. Mr George Emeny has helped me on matters
relating to the Goldhanger Plough. The Rev G. W. Pearman and the
Rev R. E. Turner assisted on church matters. The Rev‘L. R. F. Buttle
and Mr H. B. Gardner lent me their notes, so allowing me to benefit
from their research. Mrs de Brisay, who has recently excavated local
red hills, gave me of her knowledge on all matters relating to the
extraction of salt from the sea. Mr Terence Lane kindly referred to
his records for information on the 18th century Quaker family re-
corded in the Parish Register. Mr John Bensusan-Butt has passed on
references to Goldhanger as he found them in the course of his own
vescarch.

T'he staff of the Essex Record Office have been unfailingly helpful,
a~ have the staff of the Reference Room at Colchester Public Library.
M R. J. S. Long, Information Officer, Maldon District Council, has
given me details of Maldon’s ancient rights in the river.

I am indebted to Mr A. F. ]J. Brown who generously found time
(o read my manuscript and make many helpful suggestions. He had
already introduced me to the history of the area in the 18th and
191l centuries through his WEA lectures and by the loan of his notes.

Finally my thanks go to my brother, Hervey Benham, whose ex-
pertise in the presentation of the material and its production in book
form has been invaluable.

Tayspills Maura Benham
O Church Street
Goldhanger

January 1977



Chapter 1

Chapter 11
Chapter 1
Chapter 1v

Chapter v

Contents

Acknowledgments page 3
Introduction -
THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE 9
THE CHOICE OF THE SITE 10
THE SHAFE OF THE VILLAGE 12
DOMESDAY TO THE END OF THE 18
IBTH CENTURY

The fusing of the two manors
The use of the estuary by Little Totham manor
Taxations 19
The two churches 20
The early rectors 7]
The Tamily at the manor house and their water-

mill
Rights on Tiptree Heath
Sea-walls 23
Caring for sheep, and cheese [rom ewes’ milk
The Peasants’ Revolt, 1381 25
THE 16TH CENTURY 28
The Lay Subsidy ol 1524
The Whyttlocke family 30
The Heveninghams® depariure from Little

Totham Hall ind the Sammes” arrival
The effects ol the Relormation 31
Changes in the churches
The priest's surplice 34
An Elizabethan rector: John Knight
A seat for the minister
Football 36
Various offences
Witcheraft
Plays, entertainments and money-raising 37
Reclamation and use of the marshes
Fishing 38






Chapter vl

Appendix 1
11

I

THE 19TH CENTURY page 60

Tiptree Heath

Population

The relief of poverty

Schooling

Church and chapel

The rectors

An episode with the East Essex Hunt
The churchyard extension, 1899
Bell-ringing in 1899

Trades and occupations

William Bentall and the Goldhanger Plough
Sea transport and the coastal farms
Reclamation

Coastguards

The mill

“The Cricketers’

Salt

Conclusion

Population of Goldhanger in the 18th and 19th
centuries

Names of houses and places found in deeds of
properties

The method of working decoy ponds

Sources consulied

Index

61
64

06
67

71
72

75
78

79

80

81

83
86

88



[llustrations

Map of district inside front cover
The head of Goldhanger creek today frontispiece
Sketch map showing red hills page 11
Sketch map of village 12
Aerial view of village 14
Views from the church tower in the early 1930s 17
Detail of the Norman doorway at Little Totham church 20
Milking ewes 24
The Heigham memorial brass 29
St. Peter’s Church, Goldhanger, 1780 and 1972 33
John Knight’s signature 34
The Sammes monument 40
Decoy pond, 1839 52
Revenue cutter Badger 55
Goldhanger Plough 67
The sea-wall east of the creek 69
Part of the Index Plan, South Essex Estuary Reclamation, 1852 70
Looking down Goldhanger creek today 72
Low tide in the saltings in Joyces creek today 73
Barge laden with a haystack 74
Looking up Fish Street in 1973 75
The mill — photographs of the 1920s 76
The mill — photograph of Mill House and drawing of mill

buildings 1
Timbered house in Head Street 82
View of a decoy pond and entrance to pipe 84
End of a decoy pipe 85

Cover: Representation of the Corn Marigold from MS Ashmole 1504,
by permission of the Bodleian Library.



Introduction

GOLDHANGER is a village with a compact old centre, set one field’s
length from the sea-walls of a wide tidal estuary. A creek has led up
to the village which has thus been able to make use of boats, for
fishing, for the bringing in and the taking out of goods, for journeys
of all kinds. The land has been farmed and the rich alluvial soils de-
veloped, while the heathland to the north gave the shared rights of
timber and grazing that were needed 400 years ago. The ancient town
and port of Maldon lies some five miles away, by road or by water.

We can only catch glimpses of what has gone on in the village over
the centuries. Sometimes we can find records that coincide or follow
each other in such a way as to form a picture of a situation or a per-
son. Often there are long stretches of time for which no record can
be found. There must be frequent mention of Little Totham in telling
the story of Goldhanger. Indeed, the difficulty in seeing the two vil-
lages in their true relationship over the centuries increases the further
the subject is pursued. But no full rescarch into the history of Little
Totham has been attempted, and only those matters which are of
interest in the affairs of Goldhanger have been brought into this
story.

Sometimes it has seemed necessary to sketch in a wider background
to a Goldhanger event. For example, the presence of Goldhanger in
1381 at the muster at Brentwood and at the subsequent rampages of
the Peasants’ Revolt in central Essex must be seen in the context of
the slow breaking down of the manorial system throughout the
country. We have no records of peasant life within the village at that
time on which to draw.

The aim of the following chapters is to look at the district and
piece together such records as can be found, so building up some
picture of what has gone on here from the time of the Iron Age salt-
worker to the year 1900. For the present century I think a different
type of study is needed, made perhaps some years ahead.



Chapter I
The name of the village

GOLDHANGER, Goldanger, Goldangra, Goldangre — the name was spelt
in many different ways from the Domesday records to the 19th
century. Always the first part was ‘gold’, and this is said to refer to
a yellow flower. For the second part there could be two meanings,
‘hanger’ a hill, or ‘anger’ grassland (as in Ongar), and the village being
set on flat land, the latter is the more likely. As to the yellow flower,
this is thought to be the Corn Marigold (Chrysanthemum segetum),
giving the name the meaning of grassland where the Corn Marigold
grows.

The Corn Marigold is said to have arrived in the British Isles with
the Neolithic introduction of agriculture, and there are stories of its
name deriving from the brightness of its colour, a gold finer than any
other on the farm and so called after the Virgin Mary. By the 12th
century it had become such a serious pest that Henry II issued an
ordinance against the ‘Guilde Weed’, perhaps the first recorded enact-
ment requiring the destruction of a pernicious plant. Nevertheless it
was a plant that had its uses, and Goldhanger people may well have
been glad it grew here. Culpeper’s Compleie Herbal (written in the
mid-17th century) notes that it grew in gardens and was good for all
kinds of fevers, promoting sweat and being frequently used to drive
out smallpox and measles and to help the jaundice. The juice was
recommended for sore eyes and to take away warts. John Parkinson
in Theatrum Botanicum (1640) refers to Corn Marigold flowers being
made into midsummer garlands and hung on houses. By the early
20th century it was described as a troublesome annual weed in corn-
fields, and in The Flora of Essex (1974) Stanley Jermyn gives it as
‘uncommon and decreasing’. But it is a persistent annual in my
Goldhanger garden.

So unusual and attractive a name roused some adverse criticism in
the 18th century, the Holman MSS (1710-1730) commenting ‘What
could dignify the place with so fine a name?” and Morant in his
History of Essex (1768) writing ‘Aungre signifies the Place, but how
this come to be dignified with the fine name of Gold, we cannot well
conceive,’



Chapter 11

The choice of the site

GOLDHANGER’s name gives little clue to the reasons for chosing the
site. The village lies near the north shore of the tidal estuary of the
river Blackwater, some five miles below Maldon and ten miles from
the open sea, at the head of a small creek. No watercourse of any
size now flows into the head of the creek, though a stream runs down
to the estuary half a mile to the east of the village and another a mile
to the west, and on both these streams is the site of an ancient manor
house. In the area of the village there are many springs and there have
been many ponds, and the flat land slopes gently to the estuary, so
perhaps providing the type of grassland valued when the village was
named. The creek itself must have been a useful waterway, and up to
the early years of the last century fishing smacks unloaded their
catch at the quay at the bottom of the road called Fish Street which
leads up to the Square.

It is not known when the first settlement was made. People were
extracting salt on the shores of the Blackwater estuary in the Iron
Age, from about 500 B.C., and the remains of their workings still
show as large circular areas of red earth when the fields bordering
the sea-walls are ploughed. Several such areas lie close to Goldhanger
creek, and evidence of an Iron Age settlement near Chigborough
Farm suggests that the salt workers may have lived by the river.

The Romans knew the district. They established a road straight
from Colchester to Heybridge, about four miles west of Goldhanger,
making a river crossing to their station at Othona on Bradwell Point,
and some Romano-British structure stood near the old head of the
creek. Great quantities of oyster shells are buried under cottages in
Fish Street, but as oyster shells were used for land drainage up to the
19th century these are not necessarily the aftermath of a Roman
scttlement.

On the southern tip of the estuary Othona was important as one of
the lorts of the Saxon Shore, built to defend the south eastern coast
against barbarian attacks. Later, in 653, the ruins of the fort pro-
vided a landing place for St. Cedd and a site for the establishment of
his church and community. St. Cedd’s foundation was missionary
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as well as monastic, and must surely have influenced any settlement
around the estuary. Thus a church may well have been built in
Goldhanger in Saxon times, and a reference in the Survey to land
having been held by a priest clearly indicates a religious settlement of
some kind in the 11th century.

This area must have been affected too by the Viking attacks of the
10th century and the Saxons’ determination to build defences in
Maldon to withstand invasion. The Battle of Maldon (991) by the
Northey Island causeway was only about four miles away, and
barrows believed to be Saxon or Danish burial mounds have been
found near Goldhanger.

In 1085 the Survey was made, then Domesday Book was written
and the manor of Goldhanger was described in detail. Although this
manor was fused with Little Totham shortly afterwards and re-
mained for many centuries a part of the manor of Little Totham,
neither village lost its identity and Goldhanger was firmly established
on its present site.

!

\\ana-x (sland.

Red hills at Goldhanger
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Chapter I

The shape of the village

HERE there 1s much to conjecture.

» Store and E
Post Office The i
Cricketers E
=
o
School
St. Peter's
Church

The Chequers

Sketch map of Goldhanger village today

In the three old streets that lead out from the centre someone at
some time, perhaps at more than one time, built low neat red-brick
walls, so defining the shape and boundary of the roads. One might think
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this was done when the wealthy Leigh family built their big red-brick
rectory at the top of Church Street in 1851-52, but these houndaries
io the streets are shown, with one small exception, in the Tithe Map
ol 1839. Perhaps the walls only replaced fences and hedges; a Terrier
ol 1810 states ‘Goldhanger — churchyard pale fenced by the parish’.
It certainly seems unlikely that the wall on the north side of the
churchvard was built when a rector was living in the house now
known as the Old Rectory as it has no gateway in it to link the house
with the church. However that mayv be, it is more interesting to
speculate on earlier uses of the land.

The space in front of the Chequers public house is still called The
Square, and the pump stands on the pathway on the south side. The
piece ol land behind it, enclosed by a wall and now used as the
Chequers car park, is described as a garden in 1829, and it seems
likely it was at one time part of the Square, putting the pump in the
more usual central position. The Tithe Map shows no garden in front
ol the second house on the north side of the Square, the open space
extending to the house frontage. So there may have been a con-
siderable open area with a wide roadside verge extending as it still
does for some distance up Head Street, a Square well suited for the
annual toy fair held on May 14 or on Whit Monday and surviving in
some [orm up to the time of the First World War. The big old house
on the south side of Head Street, now divided into two, has a wing
extending towards the road, and internal beams show that the upper
storey of the street face was at one time overhanging. Opposite, in
front of the small Parish Room, there is said to have been a sawyer’s
vard and a big pit of sawdust, perhaps accounting for the uneasy
structure of the present building.

There may well have been another open space in front of the
church. The brick buildings on the north end of the Chequers incor-
porate a low wall ending in line with the stump of an old elm tree by
the north wall of the churchyard. All the trees nearer to the road are
much younger. The tithe barn, demolished in 1974, stood well back
from the present roadway between the church and the school with
its front wall on much the same line. Had this line been the boundary
of the churchyard, a useful space would have been provided for
vehicles with business at the church, the Chequers or the barn. And
the large side window of the Chequers, instead of looking out as now
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on a churchyard, would have had one of those good views up the
street that were so important to publicans preparing to receive tra-
vellers. A further indication that the present Church Street may have
swelled out as it approached the church lies in the line of elms which
bordered the east side of the street. Most of these trees were felled
recently but they had formed a fairly straight line from the stump
opposite the Cricketers public house to the stump by the church-
vard’s north wall. Those felled recently were judged to be about
250 years old, and the row may well have been planted by an early
I8th century rector to edge his glebe.,

Looking back to carlier times, three other areas give food for
thought. The church is set well back and would have seemed even
further from the Square before the addition of the big tower on the
west end in the 15th century. The rectory too stood well back from
the highway but formed a group with the church and tithe barn. The
general lie of the land to the east of the church and the rectory sug-
gests that there might possibly at one time have been a creek running
up to these buildings, perhaps joining with the main creek near s
present head, and providing a means ol bringing goods by water 1o
church, rectory and barn. If, as some say, Goldhanger Hall stood 1o
the south east of the church, behind the Chequers, that oo would
have benefitted from such a waterway. There was a sea-wall leading
to Goldhanger church, judging from an entry in the Epiphany ses-
sions 1651: 11 Jan 1650/51. Raob. Grant of Goldhanger for not
laving a wholve in the [sea] wall leading from the salt-house (o
Goldhanger church, the path being Nlowen with water for want of
same’. But it is hard 1o guess where this was.

Another arca ol interest lies on the west side of Church Street
where the old hedge runs behind the houses bordering the road.
Cottages have stood on this strip of land for several centuries, but in
carlier times this may well have been a wide stretch of track. The old
pond on the opposite side of the road about halfway along this
stretch, known as Scotchys or Serotchys Pond, would have made it a
good resting place for the drovers who had to take cattle for long dis-
tances on the roads, and width was important on well-used highways
which might become impassable in bad weather if no alternative
tracks could be made. Similarly the strip now occupied by a brick
house dated 1899 on the north side of Maldon Road near the junc-

1

(%1}



tion with Little Totham Road may have been a useful resting place
beside another pond. The Rector of Radwinter, writing in 1577,
summed up the matter of these encroachments: ‘T know by ex-
perience, that whereas some streets within these 5 and 20 years have
been in most places 50 foot broad according to the law, whereby the
traveller might either escape the thief, or shift the mire, or pass by
the loaden cart without danger of himself and his horse, now they are
brought into 12, or 20, or 6 and 20 at the most, which is another
cause whereby the ways be the worse, and many an honest man en-
cumbered in his journey. But what I speak of these things whereof 1
do not think to hear a just redress, because the error is so common,
and the benefit thereby so sweet and profitable to many by such
houses and cottages as are raised upon the same.’

The third area lies to the west and north of the old village centre.
Maldon Road 1s now well used and forms a by-pass for the older part
of the village, and maps of the 18th and early 19th centuries show it
as a road, though a sketch map in Morant’s History of Essex (1768)
marks it only in dotted lines. Yet there must have been a great deal of
horse-drawn traffic passing through the village, and although the roads
at the top of Church Street ease their way round grass triangles, the
junction of Head Street with Maldon Road remains a right-angle, and
surely a very ditficult corner for heavy waggons or coaches. Head
Street narrows beyond the Village Hall and there is reason to think
this further stretch has not always been thought ol as Head Street.
The map suggests it led straight across to Blind Lane on what is now
a footpath, and would have made the quickest route from the church
and rectory to Little Totham church. Striking to the left (west) at the
field entrance beyond the old cottage almost opposite the Village
Hall was a footpath that crossed the field to the point where the road
from Maldon bends awkwardly to the north. Was this footpath the
old road? Was this corner field a far tentacle of Tiptree Heath and so
open for carts to cross as they wished?
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FigH STRAELT, QOLODHAMBER wiTH BIVER BLASTHWATER BEYOMDE

Views from the church tower in the carly 1930,

Above: Looking south down Fish Strect, with the Mill House in the foreground.

Below: Looking north up Church Strect, with the tithe barn in the foreground and the
school behind it
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Chapter IV
From Domesday to the end
of the 15th century

IN CONSIDERING the choice of the site, mention has been made of the
people who may have been in the district from Iron Age times to the
making of the Domesday Survey. We now come to the picture given
by the Survey, by the record of Domesday Book, and by the changes
that quickly followed. Of the local way of life and how it changed
through these four centuries we can have little idea, but by putting
together such records as can be found we have occasional glimpses of
what occurred.

THE FUSING  The Survey shows that Goldhanger had been held by
:";:g:s'nm Lewin and by Ulward the priest as a manor, so sug-
s gesting an early church foundation. It passed to other

hands, was one of the many possessions of Eustace,
Count of Bologne, and later, probably at the end of the 11th cen-
tury, became fused with Little Totham, a manor which had pre-
viously belonged to the Bishops of London and Canons of St. Pauls.
The fusion was caused by the tenancy of both manors being held by
one Hugh de Mauger.

THE USE OF Several villages lying well to the north of the river
;’1:"3;15‘:_‘1”;“'{ have a corridor of land giving access to the estuary.
toTHAM Manor Creat Totham stretches south to include Osea Island,

and Tolleshunt Major retains a narrow strip of land

through Joyces farm. Little Totham today does not
stretch quite as far as the shore line west of Goldhanger, but it must
have had good access to the river in the past. Domesday records show
that the manor had pasture for 100 sheep and three saltpans, and
these references to pasturage for sheep are believed to refer to salt-
ings, the number of sheep being used to indicate the extent of the
salting. Goldhanger had pasture for sixty sheep and 1% saltpans.
(Even today there are memories of the sheep being turned out to
graze on the saltings and benefit from the salt intake, and the sheep
tracks can still be traced on the eroding saltings.) Further, there is
mention in the Domesday records of a fishery and a fisherman. There
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i known to have been a fishery at Tollesbury and at Osea Island, and
Magna Carta (1216) refers to weirs, making provision for them to be
Liken down unless by the side of the sea. Hervey Benham describes
the two ancient Torms of fishery, the weirs and the kettles (or
‘kiddles®) in Onee Upon a Tide (1955). Kettles were netting enclo-
stres, built between high and low watermarks, in which fish were
irapped as the tide ebbed. Weirs were more substantial and perma-
nent. They were generally of triangular shape, built on sloping
ground, with the upper, landward, side open, and in the apex was a
lidded box into which the fish were scooped with a lave net (or
“dipel’) from the pool left at low water,

S0t seems that the manor of Little Totham had made use of a
considerable streteh of the estuary before it was joined with Gold-
hanger. But its fishing rights may have been affected by events in
L106, when Henry 11 granted to Maldon Borough the exclusive
lshery ol the waters of the Blackwater as lar down as the Gore
saltings, sixteen years before Maldon obtained its charter and sixty-
one years hefore Magna Carta stopped the kings of England disposing
ol the loreshore,

FANATIONS The two great taxations of the 15th and 14th centu-

ries show Goldhanger and Little Totham as one unit.
In 1288 Pope Nicholas 4th granted the tenths taken in taxation to
King Edward I towards defraying the expenses of an expedition to the
Holy Land. This was to be done for a period of 6 years, and a valua-
Hon was made in 1291 for the purpose. The amount charged against
‘Goldhanger with the chapel of Little Totham' was £10-13-4, The
Inquisition of the Ninth (1340) took the same fligure of £10-13-4,
this time listed under Little Totham with no mention of Goldhanger,
and put the value of the Ninth at £4-15-4. This form of taxation
granted to the King the value of the 9th lamb, the 9th fleece, and the
9th sheaf, and in cities and boroughs the 9th part of goods and
chattels,

19



THE TWO Goldhanger having been a manor owned partly by a
priest suggests that its church, dedicated to St. Peter,
was built before the fusing of the two manors. The
church of All Saints, Little Totham, stands beside the manor house,
Little Totham Hall, and with its richly carved south doorway is put
at a slightly later date towards the end of the 12th century, and at-
tributed to the Jarpenville family who then occupied the house.

CHURCHES

Detail of the Norman doorway at Little Totham church

When allowance has been made for the raising of the roof of St.
Peter’s church in the 14th century, the building still has the high
proportions and shape of a Saxon church with the two small round-
headed Norman windows in the thick north wall. What the relation-
ship was between the two churches in the early years is something of
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n mystery. Fulke Bassett’s Register 1244-59 refers to ‘Goldhanger
with the chapel: Patrons the heirs of John de Garbenville’. But if the
lord saw fit to build his own church or chapel, who supported St.
Peter’s church three miles away by Goldhanger creck? Were there
people of influence and wealth still living there? Goldhanger Hall is
mentioned in the 18th and early 19th centuries and may have stood
behind the Chequers. Two lesser manors lay within Little Totham
manorial court: Follifaunts, which was given to Beeleigh Abbey by
its founder Robert Mantel in 1180, and Fawliy, which also belonged
to Beeleigh Abbey. But the only memorials in the church prior to
those of the Leigh family in the 19th century are to the Heighams
who lived for a part of the 15th and 16th centuries on the site of the
present Highams Farm.

Considerable rebuilding and additional work must have been car-
ricd out at St. Peter’s church in the latter part of the 14th century.
‘The walls of the nave were heightened (as can be seen on the outside
ol the north wall) and the fine crown post roof with three tie-beams
wis built over the nave. A remarkable feature of this roof is the
chamfering of every constituent timber, including the smallest and
Icast important. The south aisle and door were cither built or rebuilt
al about the same time. Some 100 years later the tower was added, a
massive structure in relation to the church and constructed a few feet
away from the west wall which was then demolished and the building
extended to join the tower’s east face. This alteration can also be
seen in the stonework of the exterior wall, in this case on the south-
west corner. It must have been early in the 15th century that the
Heigham family built the south chapel, piercing the south wall of the
chancel to make a fine burial place for their family. The stone arch
and surround of the north doorway are also of the 15th century,
though the doorway possibly dates back to the 12th century.

THE EARLY The names of the rectors at the time of Fulke
RECTORS Bassett’s register are not known. The first recorded

was one Nicholas, dated 1285, who was imprisoned
at Newgate, accused with the vicar of Totham (probably Great
Totham) of killing a man at Havering, Dr P. H. Reaney writes in the
Essex Review that ‘in the 13th and 14th centuries there was great
laxity ininsisting on proper qualifications for benefices, partly due to
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the scarcity of suitable candidates and partly for corrupt reasons’.
And the period of the mid-13th century was a lawless one; so many
bodies lay about the countryside that a change had to be made in the
law of homicide. Will de Wytham followed and served apparently for
the 33 vears 1293 to 1326. For the next incumbent, Ric de
Kenebroks, the patronage was held by the king, Edward II, but in
1363 Hugo Verdrun, described in 1375 as of ‘Goldhanger cum
Totham Parva’ was under the patronage of John Heveningham, then
lord of the manor. Ric de Kenebroks came in 1326, and possibly he
stayed till 1363, but the Black Death of 1348/9 is believed to have
swept away about half of the Essex clergy, so the living may well have
been vacant for a few years at this time.

It seems probable that one rector served the two churches through-
out this early period and that the difficulties of giving satisfactory
service to both parishes came to a head in 1440 when the villagers of
Little Totham rebelled against the system and insisted on having their
own chaplain. Documents were drawn up in that year whereby ‘the
inhabitants of Little Totham for the sustenance and maintenance of
the said Chaplain who shall serve in the said Chapel shall receive and
have all tithes, oblations and other spiritual emoluments whatsoever
which were accusiomed in past time to fall to the said Chapel’. There
followed a long list of parcels of land, one field having the tithes of
wool, lambs, cheese and calves specifically assigned to the village.
The rector was to pay the taxes to the ecclesiastical bodies and to
the King, and Little Totham was to pay him 20 shillings annually.
There is no clear indication how this worked out, but the listing of
Goldhanger rectors shows two names for the period up to 1539, and
an inventory of church goods taken at Little ‘Totham in 1552 was
signed by a curate,

THE FAMILY  The Jarpenville family were probably settled at Little
AT THE MANOR T'otham in the 12th century, and in the third genera-
i?;’:‘::gm tion the manor passed through the female line to the
MILL Heveninghams, Matilda de Jarpenville marrying Philip

de Heveningham. A part of the estate was handed over
to Philip and Matilda in 1271 during the lifetime of Matilda’s father,
Roger de Jarpenville, and included in this part was a water-mill at
Goldhanger ‘with suits and all other things appertaining to that mill’,
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as well as four acres of meadow lying in a grove called Othulvesheye
(perhaps Othulve’s Leye or field, the ‘I’ having been mistakenly
written ‘h’). Misfortune struck the family in the early 14th century
when Roger de Heveningham (son of Matilda), his wife Alice and
their son Philip died between the years 1318 and 1322, but they left
a grandson whose descendants held the manor for another 200 years.

RIGHTS ON An important factor in a villager’s life was his right to
TIPTREE HEATH y5e heathland, both for grazing and for the taking of

timber, In 1204 King John disafforested the area that
lay north of the great road leading from Stortford towards Colchester
as far as Lexden Heath. This left what Morant describes as ‘a great
waste in the forest called Tiptree Heath containing above a thousand
acres’. An Order of Council made in Henry VIII’s reign shows what
this had meant to the surrounding villages as it set out what might
and might not be done on the heath by ‘the freeholders, copicholders
and inhabitants of the townes of Messing, Layer Marney, Wyge-
boroughe, Salcote, Tolleshunt Knights, Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Tolles-
bury, Goldeanger, Tolleshunt Major, Little Tothame, Much Totham,
Hebredge, Langforde, Wickehamme, Braxted, Kelvedon-in-parte, and
Inford, and of Tiptree-heathe’. They could allow any number of
cattle, with the exception of goats, to graze freely, but hogs must be
ringed. There were detailed regulations for the taking of timber which
might be cut to repair houses but not other places, nor for new dwell-
ings other than replacements. It might be cut ‘for baking, brewing,
sething or rosting, and fyres to warm them . .. not for making bricke,
ryle, lyme, pottes, nor common brewing or baking . . . they shall
take browmes, fires, thornes, bircheses, willoughes, sallowghes and
alders between the feast of the purification of Ladie St. Mary [2
Feb.] and 1st April’.

SEA-WALLS The red hills in the fields inside the sea-walls beside

Goldhanger creek and Joyces creek show where the
tide ran through muddy channels in the Iron Age. Hilda Grieve in her
splendid account of the sea-walls of Essex in The Great Tide (1959)
finds evidence of Essex marshland being embanked by the end of the
12th century. And great storms are recorded in the 12th, 13th and
14th centuries, causing concern lest the low lying land should be
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flooded. At first attention was centred on the banks of the Thames,
Then in 1303 a commission was directed to ‘the sea-coast ol Essex’,
but the coast north of Maldon was not specified until 1439 when a
commission was to include in its work the stretch from Hockley to
Tollesbury and Wigborough. These commissions had to survey, to
find out why disrepair and decay had occurred, and to levy from
those benefitting from the walls the money needed to repair and
maintain them. The charges included a levy on those using the banks
for grazing. The walls had to be built and maintained by skilled men,
and wages paid in 1346-47 to men making a wall in @ marsh during
the summer were as much as the marsh shepherd was paid for a whole
year’s work. How much of this activity occurred at this time on the
north shore of the Blackwater as far upstream as Goldhanger is un-
certain. Reclamations of land to the east and west of the creek
occurred later.

Milking ewes: from the Luttrell Psalter, dated earlier than 1340
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CARING FOR One may envisage the people of the two villages culti-
SHELP a0l vating the land and keeping cattle on the heath and
f:g;Ngw(‘;;FESE sheep on the saltings. More strange to us is their use
MILK of the sheep. In a document believed to date to the
10th century the duties of a shepherd are described
as including the milking of the ewes twice a day and the making of
cheese and butter. Among his perquisites were the milk of the herd
for seven nights after the equinox and a bowl of whey or buttermilk
each night during the summer. An inventory of a Heybridge estate,
dated 1301, included a building for making cheese from sheep.
Norden, in his Description of Essex (1594) comments on the cheese
made by men who milked ewes on the islands near the mouth of the
Thames, and Camden, writing of the Dengie Hundred about the
same time, described the cheeses as ‘of uncommon size, which are
sent not only over England but abroad for the use of the peasants and
labourers’. But by the early 18th century, this was finished. Thomas
Cox, writing in 1720 of Canvey Island and its sheep, says that ‘In
Mr. Camden’s time, the Farmers milked their Ewes and made cheese
of milk as they did also in many other places in the County; but now
that custom is disus’d, because their milk makes the cheese strong.’

THE PEASANTS”  Although no great number of villages are listed as
REVOLT, 1381 taking part in the First Riot at Brentwood, Goldhan-

ger is among them. Little Totham is not mentioned
but the two villages were often included under one name or the
other, so it may well have been represented.

The Revolt of 1581 was the culmination of many years of unrest
as the old manorial system slowly broke up. As early as the 12th cen-
tury some lords of the manor were exchanging money rents for the
forced services which had been required from the serfs living on their
lands. The bailiffs found they got better results from hired men work-
ing regularly than from farmers who left their own strips grudgingly
on ‘Workdays’. But in the 13th century the population increased
with resultant pressure on the land and there was a more strict en-
forcement of work on the home farm as a condition of land tenure,
In the next century the tide turned again, the population increase
slowed down and the Black Death (1348-49) took a third or perhaps
half of the people. Now that there were too few to cultivate the land
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the small farmers increased their holdings and became middle class
yeomen employing hired labour, and those who had no land were
able to demand much higher wages. Many peasants also kept sheep
and made money by the sale of wool. At the instance of the smaller
gentry and tenant farmers Parliamentary laws were passed to keep
wages down, and the resultant strikes and riots were met by prosecu-
tions and imprisonment. Other grievances lay in the heavy taxation
that had been imposed, particularly on account ol the French Wars.
Such was the situation in the vears leading up to 1381 when a poll
tax sparked off the riots of that year.

On some manors this change in the relationship between landlord
and tenant had taken place without a struggle. On others lield service
was commuted but some servile duties were retained; for example, a
fine was payable for marriage, the family’s best beast was scized at the
death of a tenant, use of the lord’s mill — at his price  was com-
pulsory for grinding corn. On some estates lield work was still enfor-
ced. The only indication of feelings within the manor ol Little
Totham is Goldhanger’s presence at Brentwood. The Jarpenville/
Heveningham family were about half-way through thenr H00-year
tenure of the manor; the lord, Sir John Hevenmgham, died in 1384,
and was succeeded by the eldest of his five children, his young son
John.

The John Ball who roused the peasants with his teachings of
Christian democracy and put the question *When Adam delve and
Eve span, who was then the gentleman?” was a Peldon man, and
Peldon Hall was among the manors sacked. (John Ball, Rector of St.
James’s Church, Colchester, was probably an older relative.) This
brings the stirrings to revolt nearer to Goldhanger and may provide
a connection to account for the village’s presence at Brentwood.

The events of 1381 are recorded in the Inquisitions at Chelmsford:
‘It was presented that numerous persons of Fobbyng, Makkyng, and
Horndon, with a certain weaver dwelling in Billerica, and one John
Newman of Rawreth, a common thief, and many other men of the
vills of Rammesden, Warle, Heiwardstok, Gynge, Bokkyng, Goldhan-
gre, Reynham, Welde, Benyngton, and Gynge-atte-Stone (Ingatestone)
rose against the King and gathered to them many maletactors and
enemies of the King, and made “congregations” at Brentwoode on
Thursday after the Ascension, 4th Richard I and they made assault
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on John Guildesburgh, John Bampton and other justices of the peace
with bows and arrows, pursuing them to kill them, and afterwards on
Monday the morrow of Holy Trinity they went to Cressyng, and
broke and rooted up the Prior’s houses there, and took away the
Prior’s goods. Also on the same day they broke the houses of John
Sewall, Sheriff of Essex at Coggesale, and took one thousand four
hundred marks in money of the same John’s; and afterwards they
rode about armed in a land of peace and did many ill deeds.’
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Chapter V

The 16th century

GREAT changes took place in this century, both nationally with in-
evitable effect in Goldhanger as in all other villages throughout the
country, and locally. A listing of the people in the two villages ap-
pears in the records of the Lay Subsidy of 1524, so giving some hack-
ground to the events of the years that followed.

THE LAY Detailed records still exist of the assessment Tor this

SUBRILE tax made by the King. The mhabitants of *Goldhanger

oF 1oos with Little Totham” are listed together, and valued
some on their land, and a few on their wages.,

The wealthiest man was John Whyttlocke Senior, whose goods
were estimated at £35-13-4. Of the other inhabitants valued on their
goods, seven were put between £23 and L16, four between £16 and
£5, ten between £5 and £3, and cighteen helow £3. Only six were
valued on their land, five whose ligure was hetween 50 shillings and
20 shillings, and the widow of Richard Scarlet whose Lind was put at
£5. Three men were valued on wages of 20 shillings cach. There is no
mention of the Heveninghams although yecords indicate that Sir
John and his wife were at Little Totham IHall at that time and had
seven children, the eldest son succeeding on Sir John's death in 1536.
Nor 1s there any reference to Goldhanger church goods, though
‘church goodes of Lytyll Totham’ are put at £3. Perhaps the rector’s
activities were centred at Little Totham at that time. Sir John had
married the daughter of Sir Ralph Shelton and the incumbent Rie’
Shelton may therefore have been a relation. IHis predecessor was a
Heveningham. Yet the Heighams were active at Goldhanger church,
their 4th monumental brass being dated 1531, so it scems unlikely
the church was out of use or neglected at the time of the tax.

As to the amount of the tax, the ‘sum total of the town of Gol-
dangr’ with Little Totham’ was £8-7-9. The Heighams are listed
under the parish of Tolleshunt Major whose taxation total was
£9-5-2. They were valued on their land, Thomas IHeigham for
£36-15-4 and Antonye Heigham for £13-6-8. The Sammes fumily
seem to have been the wealthiest people in Great Totham where the
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taxation total was £23-11-6. This valuation was made on goods,
John Sammes (Sr.) having £114-6-8, Thomas Sammes £103-6-8,
John Sammes jr. £113-13-4, Alice Sammes, widow, £11. Thomas
Sammes was one of the two chief collectors for the Thurstable Hun-
dred. Later in the century a branch of the Sammes family came to
live first at Follyfaunts and then at Little Totham Hall.

The one remaining brass in Goldhanger church, dated
1531, and probably representing Awdric Heigham.

The Holman MS (1710-30) describes a grev polished
marble altar tomb standing in the south chapel with

an inscription in old letters but torn off *Of your
charitie pray for the soule of Thomas Heigham
Esquier Alys Awdrie and Francis his wyves which
Thomas deceased ve last day of Decemb A?Dhni
MVCXXXI on whose soule Thu have mercy.” On the
tomb had been the effigies of a man and three women,
and the man and two women remained. A different
hand entered on the MS ‘1749 all gone but the woman
on the right hand next the man,”
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THE The Whyttlocke family, who held the greatest wealth
WHYTTLOCKE  Jisted in the two villages at the time of the Lay Sub-
R sidy, were people of local importance for over a hun-
dred years. They rented Follyfaunts in the carly part
of the 16th century and had cattle on the farm at Little Totham Hall.
Middle John Whyttlocke’s will, dated 1501, left bequests to his
brother John and to several godsons including a John Sams. e also
ordered seven masses at his burial (which was to be in Little 'Totham
churchyard) ‘with bread and beer and penie dole’ also *10 shervts and
smokes [smocks] to pore folks’. Three brothers had heen christened
John to ensure the continuation of the name; henee the use ol the
term ‘Myddle John’. ‘John Whyttlocke ye elder’” witnessed the inven-
tory of the church goods taken at Little Totham in 1552, John
Sammes bought Follyfaunts in 1573 but the Whyitlockes continued
to live in the district, Richard getting into trouble for failing to con-
tribute to the cost of the surplice in 1588 and a later John witnessing
the rector’s will in 1615 and signing a petition regarding settlement
in 1641/2.

THE Goldhanger and Little Totham now lelt the disrup-
HE_VENIN(’HAMS' tion ol change
DEPARTURE

FROM LITTLE : ; ;
TOTHAM HALL trolled the area as lords ol the nunor sobd o and Teft,

alt the manor house, for the fanuly
which had lived there for nearly 100 yewrs and con-

AND THE Sir Anthony Heveningham had ied o 1557, e
SAMMES’ had five daughters and two sons and both sons mar-
ARRIVAL ried, the elder twice, but at some time towards the

end of the century the manor was sold to John Brown who died in
1591. Probably on the death of John Brown, John Sammes ol Folly-
faunts bought the manor and rebuilt the house as a brick mansion in
a park of about 80 acres. A part of this structure stll remains as a
wing of Little Totham Hall. He died in 1606, the same year as his
son, Sir John, who had married the daughter of a Lord Mavor of
London in 1595 and was killed at the Battle of Isendyke v Flanders,
A memorial stone to John lies under the altar in Little Totham
church, and a fine monument to Sir John, his wile and son s set
against the south wall of the chancel. The Sammes Family founded
prosperous establishment which was to continue at Little Totham
Hall for nearly a century and a half. So after only a shart break the
manor was firmly settled again.

30



THE EFFECTS  The change to Protestantism came to England in 1534,
OF THE when Henry VIII's repudiation of papal authority was
REFORMATION  gollowed by edicts requiring sweeping changes includ-

ing both religious practice and church furnishings. It
scems strange to us now that worship in Goldhanger church should
ever have been according to Roman Catholic rites, yet for nearly
half the years the church has stood this was the case. Now the
change had to be made. The Abbey at Beeleigh near Maldon, which
had been of great importance in the district and to which Goldhanger
had paid an annual tax, was dissolved in 1536. This affected two of
the lesser manors within the Little Totham manorial court, which had
belonged to the Abbey: Follyfaunts went to Stephen Beckingham,
and Fawlty to Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, who sold it in the
same year to a London goldsmith. Henry VIII died in 1547 and
Edward VI established Protestantism throughout the country. But
he reigned for only 6 years, being succeeded by Queen Mary 1 who
brought back the Catholic traditions and sanctioned the persecution
of Protestants. So in 1554-55 Piggott was burned at the stake at
Braintree and Stephen Knight, a butcher, at Maldon. Thomas
Downing, the priest who had served Goldhanger for 15 years, was
removed from office in 1554 -by Bishop Bonner's decree depriving
married clergy of their benefices, despite the permission for marriage
given by the edicts of the Reformation; eighty-eight priests in Essex
were deprived in this way. Another priest took Downing’s place, but
in 1563 both Goldhanger and Little Totham (listed separately) were
vacant. Mary’s reign lasted only five years, and after that short and
turbulent period Elizabeth came to the throne and completed the
establishment of Protestantism.

CHANGES IN The people of England found themselves ordered to
THE CHURCHES  change the interior of their churches beyond recogni-

tion. The Royal Injunction of 1547 had ordered
‘that they shall take away, utterly extinct and destroy, all shrines,
covering of shrines, all tables, candlesticks, trindles or rolls of wax,
pictures, paintings, and all other monuments of feigned miracles,
pilgrimages, idolatry and superstition , so that there remain no me-
mory of the same in walls, glass windows or elsewhere within ther
churches or houses’. The bishops had also been giving serious
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