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Ancient Goldhanger Documents 
a selection of the ancient and past documents held in the archives 

in chronological order 

1085 - Domesday Book entry for Goldhanger. . . 

Probably the oldest document in existence that refers to the 
village. Here is an extract, but in its original form it is difficult to 
understand. . . 

 

...fortunately there is a translations. . .  
 

1180 - Extract from Monasticon Anglicanum... 

referring in Latin to Beeleigh Abbey ownership of Goldhanger 
village (reprinted in 1610) ... 
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1293 - Presentation of Revd Wytham to Goldangre. . . 

 
 

 
 
1325 - the rector was prosecuted for Forestalling. . . 

(Forestalling was a offence in English common law, and term used 
to describe an unacceptable method of influencing the market, 
usually food) 
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1361 - Customs inspectors John Grete, and William Pellard,. . . 

 
 

1549 - Church Goods, an inventory of St Peters Church. . . 

Maura Benham’s book Goldhanger - an estuary village describes 
the effect of the reformation on St Peters Church in Goldhanger. 
This document identifies the contents of the Church before that 
event. . . 
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1600s - Extracts from the Court Rolls . . .

 

  

Extracts from the Court Rolls . . . 

 



5 
 

1650s - Short Arithmetick, a book written by the Revd. Edward 

Howes, Goldhanger Rector. . . 
The title page, introduction, and index of his 100 page hardback 
book are shown here. . . 
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1661 - Watermill at Goldhanger. . . 

 
1768 - Highams Manor, an extract from 
Essex, by Philip Morant. . . 

 

 

Highams Manor, an extract from History and antiquities of the 
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1768 - Follifaunts manor, an extract from History and antiquities of 

the Essex, by Philip Morant. . . 

 

  

from History and antiquities of 
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1787 - Degrees & Tithe Causes, a report of a court case of non-

payment of tithes at Longwick Farm. . . 
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1813 - An agricultural survey, referring to Mr Lee of Bounds Farm. . . 
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1818 - Goldhanger entry in   Excursions in the County of Essex . . . 
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1831 - an extract from  The History and Topography of the County of 

Essex  for Goldhanger. . . 
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1832 - Rectory and Parsonage sales poster. . . 
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1841 - Electoral Register for Goldhanger...       

(this was at a time when only landowners could vote) 
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1848 - Goldhanger entry in Whites directory. . . 
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1851 - from the Illustrated London News  Great Exhibition  review... 

 

1850s - part of an architectural description of the new rectory 
designed by well known architect Ewan Christian and 
funded by the Leigh family . . . 
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1883 - Transactions of the Epidemiological Society... 

 
 

1891 - Extract from a report on Maldon water supplies by the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine... 
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1898 - Extract from  Maldon & the River Blackwater  by E.A. Fitch... 
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1899 - Goldhanger entry in Kellys Directory. . . 

 

 
  



21 
 

 
 
 
 
1890 - Descriptions of Goldhanger Decoy Ponds in Birds of Essex, 
by Essex historian and author, Miller Christy. . . 

 
 

 
  



22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1901 - a letter from Dr Henry Salter to Stanley Wilkin of Bounds Farm  

givining a testimonial on the conditions at Wilkin & Sons Tiptree factory. . . 
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1909 - The Goldhanger Stone 

 by well know Essex historian and author, Miller Christy. . . 
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1911 - an extract from the New York Times. . . 

 
 

1916 - Christmas card from Goldhanger Flight Station. . . 
 

 
 



25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1919 - an extract from the New Zealand Herald. . . 
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1922 - Inventory of the Historical Monuments in Essex 
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1930s - A child's description of the village 

written as a short tour by Mary Horsley, the Curate's granddaughter, while 
staying at The Parsonage in Head St. The first 4-pages of this tiny booklet 
are shown here. . .  
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1937 - poster for the opening of the Village Hall. . . 
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1938 - a local newspaper report on plans to demolish Fish Street 

cottages. . . 
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1939 - Presentation to retiring Goldhanger village school teacher 

Miss Lily Clark. . .  

 
 

1939 - Certificate, awarded to Mrs Page of the Old Rectory,  
after WW-2. . . 
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1940s - extract from "British Island Pilots". . . 

 

1940s - Brass Band poster. . . 
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1950 - from the local newspaper. . . 

 
 

1950 - from an Essex newspaper. . . 
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1954 - Gardening Society poster. . . 

 
 

1956 - The Parish Paper and "Operation Churchyard". . . 
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1962 - from the Essex Countryside magazine. . . 

 

 

1962 - a poem by Goldhanger postman A W Richards. . . 
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1970s - an extract from "Pub Walks in Essex" by Norman Skinner. . . 
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1977 - Silver Jubilee Celebrations programme cover. . . 

 

1989 - A letter in the Maldon & Burnham Standard from Mrs Hopwood. . . 
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1989 - extract from a Essex newspaper article. . . 
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1990 - A letter in the Maldon & Burnham Standard from Mrs Hopwood. . 
. 
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1993 - an extract from the Maldon & Burnham Standard. . . 
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2002 - The Cover of the Parish Magazine. . . 

 

2002 - Golden Jubilee Video Cover 
50 copies of this VHS recording of the Jubilee celebrations events were distributed 
around the village. The VHS tape was digitised, stored on a DVD, and played in 
the Memorabilia shop during the 2012 Diamond Jubilee celebrations. . . 
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2005 - The unveiling of the Village Sign, as recorded in the Parish 

Magazine. . . 
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