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Introduction


On 3rd June as part of the Jubilee Weekend celebrations ‘This England’ was performed at St Michaels Church by Serendipity.  Sadly few members attended but an audience of around 70 enjoyed the selection of songs, poetry, monologues and dialogue reflecting the soul of England.  The event was well organised by Daphne Field and also raised £247 each for the Society and St Michaels Church.  
A Miller’s Tale
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Old Lower Mill House in the Street during demolition in 1982/83. Source Ron White Collection
A former member of the Galleywood Historical Society (GHS), Jack Lister, lived in the house named ‘Barnards’ at the bottom of The Street in Galleywood.  ‘Barnards’ is opposite what is left of the Lower Mill House.  ‘Barnards’ is also situated adjacent to ‘Twitten Green’ and is, historically, part of Galleywood Common.  Jack died in 2020 and when his family were clearing the house they found two historical parchment documents.  The family kindly passed the documents to GHS.


The first document is an ‘Admission’ and is dated 1859.  It relates to the miller, William Stevens, and gave him the right to enter and use ‘All that piece or parcel of ground …of the said Manor (of Great Baddow) containing by estimation thirty perches
 more or less situate on Galleywood Common opposite the House and Mill of the said William Stevens…under the yearly rent of One shilling to be paid to the Lord of the Manor…at the Feast day of Saint Michael the Archangel...’.  The document had been brought before the Customary Court of John Archer Houblon Esq., Lord of the Manor of Great Baddow ‘on Wednesday the twenty second day of June in the twenty third year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland…’.it is signed by William Thomas Wade, the Steward.
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The Admission.  Source Galleywood Historical Society

The second document, dated 4th May 1867, is a Conveyance between William John Stevens (the miller’s son) and Martha Stevens (the miller’s widow). The miller died without leaving a will and therefore the estate passed to his son.  The conveyance document passes the estate from the son to his mother.  
‘William Stevens departed this life on or about the twenty fifth day of April last intestate and the said freehold and copyhold…thereby devolved upon the said William John Stevens as heir at law…William John Stevens is desirous of conveying and surrendering the said freehold and copyhold hereditaments
 unto his Mother the said Martha Stevens…All that piece or parcel of freehold land or ground situate at Galleywood Common in the parish of Great Baddow aforesaid being formerly part of a field or croft of land called Kell Mead…  together with all that messuage
 or tenement windmill and other erections some time since built upon the said land…And also all the sails bolting mills stones going gears running and other tackle spurs nuts wheels ropes lines goods chattels fixtures implements utensils and effects…’.
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The Conveyance.  Source Galleywood Historical Society

Martha and her son ran the mill until she died in 1882 when the mill was sold.

The above documents have been deposited with the Essex Record Office on long-term loan.  Photographic copies also can be seen at the Galleywood Heritage Centre along with transcriptions of both documents.

Galleywood Heritage Centre
The Heritage Centre Archive Group are now holding afternoon talks again, but as the dates have not coincided with our publication dates we have not been able to promote them.  The most recent is on 16th August when Christine and Les Whybro are to talk about ‘Henry Mothersole and The Galleywood Axe’.
Society Talks
Around 30 members and guests joined our talk on 8th June by Julian Whybra on History in the Landscape.  As usual Julian engaged the audience with a lively presentation style.  Amongst many interesting points we learned some Old English and how tracking place names reflected the movement of people in Saxon times around Southend, Essex and wider.  

Wednesday 14th September 2022 – The Chelmer Navigation.  A talk by William Marriage.  William is an active Board member of the Chelmer Canal Trust and we are hoping he will be able to include slides of the canal donated by Jill Bellamy. 
Wednesday 9th November 2022 – The Galleywood Soldiers of WWI. A talk by Wendy Cummin.  Many will know that Wendy was the driving force behind the War Memorial in front of The Keene Hall.  Together with Christine Whybro she has done much of the research behind the soldiers listed there and those who survived.  The talk is just before Remembrance Sunday – we will remember them. 

Please note the November talk will be preceded by a short Annual General Meeting of which this is formal notice.  The Agenda will be included in the next issue.  Membership renewal forms will also go out with the October newsletter which should also allow time for those paying by standing order to amend these to reflect the correct bank account – see Past Times No 76 March 2022. 
President & Chairman: Graham Smith.   Vice-Chairman & Editor:  Ken Edwards.

Treasurer:  Geraldine Willden.  Secretary & Programme Director: Gillian Parker.

                          Committee:  Stephanie Troop and Patricia Stuart.

Comments and contributions to the newsletter are welcomed by the Editor
Ken Edwards, 2 Vale End Galleywood, CM2 8NZ Tel - 01245 474425. 
Email - kenedwards2012@btinternet.com.







� A Perch is equal to 30.5 square yards


� Any kind of property which can be inherited


� A dwelling
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