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Introduction
Our main article this month is by well known local historian Christine Whybro who writes about the history of her former home Laurel Cottage.  

Breaking tradition for our talks, Thursday 10th February saw an additional evening talk by member Anthony McQuiggan on the history of water supply in Galleywood
Recent months have sadly seen the loss of several of our members and other well known individuals who have a place in local history.  Most well known on a wider basis would be Peter Seabrook MBE the famous horticulturalist. Peter when younger together with his family lived on the Common for many years and not surprisingly was a speaker at the Galleywood Horticultural Society on several occasions. We also lost Eric Probert a prominent member of the Essex Society for Family History who meet monthly at Galleywood Heritage Centre. 
On a happier note Galleywood Heritage Centre will be hosting another of the Old Galleywood School Reunions at 1.30pm on Tuesday 5th April.  Any alumni of the Old school by the Eagle traffic lights will be welcome.
Laurel Cottage, Stock Road. Galleywood
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Laurel Cottage rear in 1963 – C Whybro collection 
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 Laurel Cottage today – C Whybro collection
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Sidney James King – 1934 (age 50) in front garden.  Behind is Mill View, the old Post Office. 
– C Whybro collection
	My Grandfather Sidney James King bought Laurel Cottage in 1932 for the sum of £340. The sale catalogue states “all that parcel of ground lately part of the waste ground of the Manor of Great Baddow… known as Laurel Cottage”.  Sidney had purchased the property from the estate of Rose Agnes Fitch, wife of Headley Fitch of Toronto, Canada. 

Rose, was the daughter and a beneficiary of the will of Mary Ann Snodgrass who had died in 1930 whist living at Laurel Cottage. Mary Ann Snodgrass had inherited the property from Mary Ann Sales, whose will dated 1899 states “the semi-detached cottages, yard, garden and appurtenances I leave to my niece Mary Ann Snodgrass”. Mary Ann seems to have actually moved into Laurel Cottage by 1922 when she appears on the Electoral Roll. 

Mary Ann Sales was the widow of John Sales who had bought the property in 1870 from Mr John Parnell of Crondon Hall for the sum of £115. When it was described as “140ft of land of the waste formally belonging to Lazarus Blanks together with two messuages or tenements erected on the said land by John Newcombe and J. Jarvis”.   


Laurel Cottage is then in 2022 approximately 150 years old.


On the sale catalogue of 1932 it is described as “as a small freehold country property, timber built with two stairwells, two water wells, two back doors, two paths etc… a scullery had been added to the back in which were two water closets and a pump. In the garden was a greenhouse, a poultry shed and a store shed.

	The house was more or less the same when I was a child apart from one staircase had been taken out and the two cottages were now one. When the two cottages became one is difficult to say but as each cottage would have been very small, I suspect it never did exist as two tenements. 
My mother, Daphne Whybro (nee King) said that when they moved in the garden was very overgrown but had fruit trees, a walnut tree and several ornamental trees. My Grandfather however, soon got the garden straight.
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 Amelia King in her 80’s c1958 outside front of Laurel Cottage - C Whybro collection


In June 1936 Laurel Cottage caught fire. My grandfather had been bedridden for a year and had to be carried from the house by Mr Burrell who kept the builder’s yard and post office next door. Sadly, Sidney didn’t have long to enjoy the house as he died at the age of just 52 in the Workhouse Infirmary in September 1936. A testament to the fact that we should be grateful for the NHS as he had been bedridden as a result of WW1 and the family had run out of money to pay for doctors.
He left everything to his wife Amelia King, who was left with my mother Daphne aged 18 and a son Leslie aged 14, who were still living at home, to support with no income. To add to the problem Leslie King was killed aged 20 in 1943 while serving in the RAF during WW2. My Grandmother and my mother struggled to keep the house. My mother married my father Denis Whybro in 1943 and it is his income that kept the house going. Difficult times! 


The house had always been painted white on the front and back although the sides had been covered in black tar boards. My father had these removed and replaced with pebble dash as they were a terrible fire risk. The well in the front garden was brick lined and circular and the one in the back was converted to a cesspit.  Eventually, mains drainage arrived in about 1956/57. Electric had arrived in 1952. My father had the range removed as each room in the house had a fireplace. 
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Daphne and Denis Whybro in the kitchen during 1963 rebuild - C Whybro collection
	By 1968, my parents had the old scullery completely pulled down and a new staircase was built by Pop Bailey (Ellis), one of A. Horsnells men, who carried out the renovations. Bathrooms were installed and the inside was reconfigured because up until then all the rooms led into each other. 

A problem with the upstairs bedrooms! 




Various underpinning and foundations were reinforced as under the floorboards there was only dirt and the joists had begun to rot. My parents lived there until 1985 when they moved into a smaller house.
I have put the original documents, additional information and some photos in the Galleywood Heritage Centre for anyone who is interested or please listen to the Oral History tapes also in the centre.  

Article courtesy of Christine Whybro
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Future subscriptions by standing order – advance warning

When the Galleywood Historical Society was formed in 1998 a Community Bank account was opened with Midland (now HSBC) and this has been used for all our banking transactions with no charges made.  In September last year we received notification that HSBC were changing all Community bank accounts to Charity bank accounts and that charges would apply from November 2021.  A monthly fee of £5.00 would be charged along with a charge of 40p per cheque paid into or out of our account.  There would also be a 4% charge for cash paid in or out of the account.  

In order to avoid the charges the committee decided to change our bank account to the Metro Bank who offered a free Community account.  This has now been set up and the balance of the account transferred from HSBC bank.  In September this year we will be asking our members who pay by Standing Order to cancel their current standing order and complete a new Standing Order form so that future payments will be paid into the new account from November 2022.

Forthcoming Society Talks

Wednesday 9th March 2022 – The steam tug ‘Brent’.  A talk by Janet Hall.
This talk on this historic steam vessel moored at Maldon Quay was held over from March 2020 due to the pandemic

Wednesday 8th June 2022 – History in the Landscape.  A talk by Julian Whybra.
Julian gave a well received talk to us on surnames in June 2018 and now returns to give the talk originally scheduled for June 2020 which was also held over.
President & Chairman: Graham Smith.   Vice-Chairman & Editor:  Ken Edwards.
Treasurer:  Geraldine Willden.  Secretary & Programme Director: Gillian Parker.
                                      Committee:  Stephanie Troop and Patricia Stuart.

Comments and contributions to the newsletter are welcomed by the Editor
Ken Edwards, 2 Vale End Galleywood, CM2 8NZ Tel - 01245 474425 
Email - kenedwards2012@btinternet.com.
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