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Introduction
The eagle eyed amongst you may have noticed the weight of paper of this and the last edition is a little lighter than previously.  This reflects availability of the heavier paper and the ‘new’ weight is similar to issues 1-54.  

2021-22 Membership fees

Members may recall that due to the restricted program of talks in the 2020-21 membership year, annual fees were reduced to £5 per person.  As we expect returning to our normal program, membership fees for coming year payable at the November meeting will revert to £10 per person or £9 if paid by standing order.  Renewal slips can be found with this newsletter.  

Notice of Annual General Meeting
The Agenda for our AGM at 8.00pm 10th November 2021 is as follows :
1.  Welcome and Apologies.
2.  Minutes of the 2019 AGM (note there was no 2020 AGM).
3.  Report on the last 2 years.
4.  Approval of accounts for 2019-20 and 2020-21.
5.  Setting of membership and guest fees from Nov 2022.
6.  Appointment of External Examiner.
7.  Election of committee. 

8.  Any Other Business.
Copies of the 2 year report and accounts will be available on the evening or on request from the editor beforehand.  All existing officers are standing again together with Pat Stuart who is standing to join the Committee.  

We offer our sincere thanks to Hugh Arnold who has been our independent External Examiner for many years and will be nominating Robina Norton as his successor. 
Galleywood Street Names - Deadmans Lane
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	Previous Past Times have included articles about Galleywood street names.  None of these is more intriguing than Deadmans Lane running along the village’s Great Baddow boundary. My research so far has unearthed a number of possible explanations for the naming although none of these is definitive.  




So rather like the old BBC TV program ‘Call My Bluff’, I will lay out the options I have discovered and leave you to decide what story you wish to believe.
If you ask people who have lived in the village for many years, the answer often comes back – everyone knows this, a drunk fell in a well and drowned – often saying it was within living memory.  Typical is ‘Marion Brown from the local Carter family ... informed me that the name Deadmans Lane stems from the now filled in Deadmans Well.  About 150 years ago or so a man was found dead at the bottom of this well, hence the name,  Subsequently, this dirt track of a lane, as it was then, became known as Deadmans Lane.’
  

Pauline Potts who wrote a paper of Place Names in Galleywood says on the subject – In 1768 Mr Thomas Shuttleworth owned two farms adjoining the present Beehive Lane, the oddly named Spaines, Wightes and Ready Lands (in 1671 this was Hedglands) and Leather Cut Farm (the present Lathcoats). The bridleway through Carlton Riding Stables was marked as Hammonds Lane and Deadmans Lane as Leather Cut Lane.  (although it was called Deadmans Lane in 1671).  As you can see the timescales don’t quite work here as Deadmans Lane was so called in 1671 some 350 years ago. It seems highly likely that a drunk drowned in the well but less likely this was how it got the name.
Another common idea is that there was a gallows at the end of the road, although at which end is unclear.  I am sceptical of this explanation in that hanging on the gallows was a public act which attracted large crowds.  It was intended to be a cautionary signal to the population not to risk the same fate.  Locations of gallows were therefore close to courts and prisons and places where many people would see the results rather than in a backwater on the outskirts of a small village.  There seems to be no mention on any maps or indeed in other material to validate this idea, so I conclude it to be unlikely.
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	I have talked about the name with local historian Christine Whybro.  From her research she says the name Deadmans goes back at least to pre 1605 but she has not yet found any evidence to support a reason for naming it so.  An assertion by a Great Baddow historian that there was a Deedmans Farm there was not corroborated with any evidence she has found.  


Another credible idea is that it was the route by which bodies of Bubonic Plague victims were removed from the village for burial outside.  Several villages are said to have a Deadmans Lane arising from this practice.  But there is no evidence here to support this – so it may just be a nice idea.
What does that pillar of veracity, the Internet have to say?  I found a source ‘Landscape Legends of Eastern England’ with the following ‘This lane runs along the southern boundary of the Parish, between Beehive Lane and Galleywood Road.  Deadman’s Well is a muddy pool hidden behind trees beside the road at TL715037.  The name of both road and well traditionally originate with a duel at some point in the past, when two men met in combat over a woman and one was shot dead.  As it happens there actually was duel on Galleywood Common in 1806.  Nowadays the common is over a mile to the south-west but perhaps it stretched as far as Deadmans Lane.  The History of Duelling (1841) provides more detail of the duel itself on March 22nd 1806 but again timescales seem wrong and other evidence in the book points to the duel being on the top of Common itself, not at the other end of the village.
So there you have it – a number of possible solutions but as I write this remains an unsolved mystery.  Do let me know if you have the answer.
Society News

The 2022 talks program has recently been agreed with an extra talk in February making five for the year.  The next edition of Past Times will be March 2022 so there will not be another edition before the February talk which is exceptionally on a Thursday.  
We are looking at a possible third printed edition of Glimpses of Galleywood to commemorate our past President David Stacy who wrote an additional chapter bringing this history of the village into the 21st century.  More information in the next issue.
Galleywood Heritage Centre events

Tuesday 2nd November – Galleywood’s Connection with the French Resistance.  A talk by Wendy Cummin.  Doors open 1.30pm. £3 per person. 
Sunday 21st November – Exhibition remembering 1920 & 1940.  Open 10.00am-4.00pm.  Free entry.  Refreshments available.
Forthcoming Society Talks

Wednesday 10th November 2021 – The Rich family, Earls of Warwick and the County (of Essex).  A talk by Chris Thompson will follow a short AGM.

Thursday 10th February 2022 – Galleywood Water.  A talk by Anthony McQuiggan.
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