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Introduction
Program of Talks 

The Society will resume its talk program with the delayed talk on the Steam Tug Brent at The Keene Hall at 8.00pm Wednesday 7th July 2021.  By July we are expecting most restrictions relating to the pandemic to be removed but if that situation changes you will no doubt hear through national news.  Baring such changes we look forward to seeing you again in early July.

The previously advised program will then continue on 8th September with ‘A photographic tour of Essex Gardens’ by Pat Gilby.   
The timing and venue for the talk on Monte Rey which was to have taken place in June are under discussion and it will go ahead at some later date.
The Digital World  

During the pandemic, many members discovered that the digital world of Zoom and similar programs allowed them to maintain contact with family and friends on line.  Some may also have taken the opportunity to watch and indeed participate in free talks relating to history provided by such organisations as Gresham College and Essex Historical Association.  Where we have received invitations, these were shared with those members on Email.

Your Society does provide electronic copies of the newsletter to those who request it and also have an archive of all previous issues on our website.  However, your Society intends to continue to put on face to face talks on local history plus the written newsletter.  Unlike some, you can be assured that we do not plan to ‘go totally digital’.

The White Bear in the 1960’s and 70’s
This article is based mainly on an oral history interview which took place in July 2019 with Daphne Edwards, a former landlady of The White Bear Public House.  The full recording and catalogue are available in the Ted Hawkins Archive Room, Galleywood Heritage Centre when open.

Christine Whybro’s book on 19th Century Galleywood records that in 1838 there were three public houses listed in Galleywood, The Bear, The Blue Lion (now demolished) and The Running Mare.  At one stage known as ‘The Hares’, the name seems to have changed to The Bear some time before 1800 and by 1870 to have become known by its current name - The White Bear.

Daphne and Walter Edwards moved from Horndon-on-the Hill to Galleywood in mid 1964 to take over as tenants of The White Bear owned by the brewery company Charringtons.  Both had prior experience in the trade.  The previous tenants – The Downs – were asked to move when the husband died.

	By this time Pyms Road and Keene Way were built but there was no Barnard Road  estate, shopping parade or Library.  

Daphne recalled shopping at the grocers on the corner of Skinners Lane/Watchouse Road where the Kitchen shop is now.   
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1962 - Picture courtesy of Heritage Centre Archives


The Edwards quickly made significant changes to the pub layout adding carpets and ercol furniture and having specially made seating in the new saloon bar.  Daphne recalls that this rather upset the then regulars who moved on but news of the changes soon got round and a new clientele was built up.  In these times it was all about the beer although Daphne would also make sandwiches on request.  This allowed them to build up the lunchtime trade from local businesses such as Marconi at Great Baddow.  They resisted pressure from the brewery to add one armed bandits and juke boxes. 

The Edwards employed staff both from the village and friends of their daughter who by then was at Chelmsford Technical College.   Daphne recalls that success brought long days but events such as decorations at Christmas and a piper at New Year brought in business.  Christmas Day itself was however ‘weird – three people sitting around not sure what to do as the pub was shut’.  There was an off license where they also sold children sweets.  
Daphne recalled a number of memorable events during their stewardship (and there are more on the recording):

- the Scots nationalist builders who came down to work on the Barnard Road
   development.  After a few pints they thought they could drink scotch – they
   were funny and knew their limits and mixed in well with the locals.  During 
   the 1966 World Cup final they supported Germany, but the pub was quiet 
   as many people watching the match at home. 
- The visit of the Norfolk Hells Angels to the Chelmsford group meeting in
   Keene Way.  Daphne refused a cider to a motorbike girl as she appeared 
   under age and bottles were thrown through the window
- their golden labrador named Toby after Toby Ale who often escaped and
   would be found playing with the children at St Michaels school.
- the apple trees in the garden, now long gone.
- the Silver Jubilee in 1977 the pub put up a barrel of beer for the tug of
  war in Jubilee Park.
- visits by famous West Ham footballers – Billy Bonds and Geoff Hurst, the 
  latter visiting an Uncle living in an old people’s flat in Barnard Road.
	[image: image3.jpg]



More recently but’ pre burger van’
 Picture courtesy of John Cummin
	Walter died in 1978 and after a year Daphne decided it was too much to run the pub single handed and moved back to Horndon-on-the- Hill.  

She did not recall any ghost stories about the building which was thought to date back to Tudor times and to always have been a public house. 


Galleywood Heritage Centre events

At time of writing, although the tea room is open Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday afternoons, there are no firm plans to resume talks in the Centre until any Covid-19 regulations from 21st June are clearer.   These are likely to be announced in early June by which time you will have received this newsletter.
Historical Society News

Your committee met face to face, suitable distanced, at the Heritage Centre on 13th April.  A decision was made to resume the talk program starting with that on The Steam Tug Brent on 7th July.  We also agreed to look at where and when we might hold the talk of Monte Rey originally scheduled for June. 

There was a discussion in how best to honour the memory of past President David Stacy and these ideas are being followed up.  
The Committee invited Graham Smith to fill the vacant role of President to which Graham graciously agreed. He will continue in the role of Chairman.  

Forthcoming Society Talks

Wednesday 7th July 2021 – The steam tug ‘Brent’.  Janet Hall will talk about this vessel which members may have seen moored at Maldon Quay. 

Wednesday 8th September 2021 – A photographic tour of Essex Gardens.  
An illustrated talk by Pat Gilby.   
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