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	PAST TIMES 
	No 68 March 2020


Introduction

A new decade begins and with it changes for the Society in a change of website host: for details see Historical Society News.  However, as is fitting for Past Times this issue features mainly the past both in part three of our look at Galleywood Blue Plaques and a review of a diary of a Victorian relation edited by our last speaker George Courtauld.

I take this opportunity to wish you all a belated happy, prosperous and hopefully healthy 2020 and beyond.    
Blue Plaques  part 3 – Mrs Lavinia Keene & the Keene Hall

Lavinia Clarissa Stevens was born in Mile End, London in 1864.  
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Blue plaque on The Keene Hall
Photo courtesy of John Cummin
	In 1888 Lavinia married John Henry Keene who was born in nearby Stepney and who became Secretary, then Director, of the Pearl Assurance Company.  His father was one of the founders of the company. 

They lived first in Leyton and then in Carlton House, Beehive Lane, Galleywood.  John died there on 20th September 1931 – leaving the sum of £1,114,400.  In today’s money this would equate to: £74.5m.


This fortune allowed Lavinia to be a major benefactress in the area.

After John’s death she paid for the construction of a village hall named after the family - The Keene Hall.   The Architect was a Mr A.E. Wiseman and the builder was Arthur J Arnold at a cost of £3,365.

	Lavinia laid the foundation stone using a silver trowel provided and later presented to her by the Keene Hall Management Committee.  The Keene Hall opened in 1937 and the singer ‘Monte Rey’ who then also lived in Galleywood and performed at the event.

In the 1950s the Keene Hall was used by the children at Galleywood School for their lunches and also drama, dancing and school concerts. 
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L to R – Neville Paul, Chairman, Trustees of The Keene Hall, Richard Hyland, Chairman, Galleywood Parish Council, Geraldine Willden, Galleywood Historical Society. James Bettley, Deputy Lieutenant of Essex. Geraldine gave the talk on Mrs Lavinia Keene at the unveiling of the blue plaque June 2019
Photo courtesy of John Cummin


The Keene Hall has been used for the benefit of the community right up to the present day when it is managed by a group of trustees. 
In 1935 Mrs Keene met the full cost of two additional classrooms for Galleywood School.  Lavinia was also the benefactress of many other buildings.  These included 26 residential homes in Broomfield Road, Chelmsford, for ‘elderly deserving people who have lived in the area for at least three years’: two churches - St Patrick’s Church in Blake Avenue, Barking and The Church of St John the Divine, Goresbrook Road, Dagenham.  1939 saw her funding a Spitfire for the RAF.

Lavinia died on 24th May 1949, after living in Galleywood for 48 years.  
She left an estate valued at £1,347,000 (around £46m today) with most of it in Pearl Assurance shares.   However death duties came to £937,663 which meant that some of her legacies could not be met.  

The Essex Chronicle recorded her death as follows: ‘So the lady bountiful from the large house at Galleywood has gone. But she left behind happiness for many people, a headache for her Solicitors and a fortune for the Chancellor of the Exchequer.’

Daisy’s Diary
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	At the end of our last talk about his life as a Queen’s Messenger, guest speaker and author George Courtauld mentioned the publication of a book he has edited - Daisy’s Diary.  This is the diary of his relation, Constance Daisy Dobell between 1888-1900 starting when she was age 12. Having received a copy for Christmas I can recommend it as an enjoyable read as are his other books  e.g . Last Travels of a Fat Bulldog.
Published in paperback cost £10 by Essex Women’s Advisory Group a registered charity it is available through Amazon.  


Forthcoming Heritage Centre events

  3rd March – Essex railways in Victorian Times talk by Adrian Wright
24th March – The Bronte Connection with Essex: talk by Margaret Mills
21st April – Family History revealed: talk by Eric Probert
  8th May – VE day exhibition
19th May – Buffalo Bill in Essex: talk by David Dunphy

  9th June – Galleywood Water: talk by Antony McQuiggan
Historical Society News
As mentioned in the last Past Times our previous website host essexinfo.net is closing at the end of March.  We have therefore moved to a new host - EVoice. You will see their orange logo bottom right on the new site’s pages.  I am grateful to member Antony McQuiggan for his help in finding another ‘free’ host and in the transfer itself. 

The address is galleywoodhistoricalsociety.org.uk although if you added the site to your favourites some time ago you may need to bookmark it again to access the new site.
The ‘new’ site will initially look very much as before however over time the intention is to develop it further with for example more pictures plus recordings from the Oral History Project and some past talks.
Forthcoming Society Talks
Wednesday 11th March 2020 – The Galleywood Oral History Project.   Graham Smith will talk about the project including playing some of the material collected about The Common, School, Keene Hall and more.
Wednesday 10th June 2020 – History of Landscape.  Adrian Whybra makes a welcome return to answer the question – How does history shape our landscape? And to talk about how to ‘read’ landscape. 
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