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Introduction

It is an honour to take over the editorial role for Past Times which has only seen two editors since its inception by David Stacey in February 2003.  He was followed by my predecessor Graham Smith in June 2011.  I hope I can match their standards whilst moving forward.

Members may know that all past issues of Past Times are available on the society website apart from the most recent copies which is to preserve the value of membership.  The website also has an index of all past articles.  A written version of the most recent index is available from me on request. 
Blue Plaques

Galleywood Parish Council has sponsored the placing of five blue plaques at sites of interest around Galleywood.  As part of the Galleywood Festival 2019 that at the Heritage Centre was formally unveiled by Dr Simon Lyster a Deputy Lieutenant of Essex on the morning of Saturday 8th June to launch the scheme.  Following this your Society organised a walk around all five sites with speakers at each to give something of the background.  Over forthcoming issues I aim to cover each of the sites.

It is worth remembering that to erect blue plaques requires not only a memorable site or resident but also the permission of the current owners, which is not always forthcoming.  This means not all those sites you may expect to will carry a plaque.  The Parish Council has produced a trifold leaflet covering all the sites which is available from them.   

	[image: image1.jpg]



The photograph right to left shows Parish Council chairman Richard Hyland, John Turkentine and Dr Simon Lyster, Deputy Lieutenant at the unveiling.  
Courtesy of John Cummin
	The plaque wording on the Heritage Centre recognises its former life as part of the members grandstand, horseracing on the Common and the patronage of George III in 1770. 

On 8th June the speaker there was Society member John Turkentine who was ideally placed being a leading member of the group that saw the development of the Heritage Centre and then served as its first Chairman of Trustees. 

John traced the history of the racecourse from its earliest days (King Charles) until its closure in April 1935.  The royal stamp of approval came in 1770 when King George III announced 100 guineas (£105) prize money for the Queen’s Plate.   


By 1776 the introduction of ‘dash’ racing rather than the best of three heats became popular but by 1876 attendances were declining and the next year the Royal Plate was discontinued.  Racing was revived by the Chelmsford Racecourse Company in 1923 which saw the renovation of the old grandstand for 1,200 spectators and a new one accommodating 700 built – which is the base of the building that is now the Heritage Centre.  However by March 1935 attendance had dropped to 3,000 and a month later racing ceased.  The underlying issue was that as most of the course was then on Common land, the majority of spectators did not pay for entry so the course could not be made to pay.

 John concluded by covering the history of the building since WWII and its use as a Council Depot before the Parish Council, signed a 25 year lease on it in November 2008.  With Parish Council and other funding, work took place leading up to the opening of Galleywood Heritage Centre a year later.
Glimpses of Galleywood


	This booklet on Galleywood History with its distinctive yellow cover was written by Muriel Sanders and was first published by the Parochial Church Council in 1973.  
Sadly it is now out of print. 
With chapters on Arthur Pryor, the birth of the Parish, the church and its vicars, schools, the Common and racecourse, day schools, World Wars and British Legion, non conformity, parish charities, inns, farms and windmills it is a rich source of information. 
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First edition - yellow cover


Glimpses was updated with a second edition published by the Parish Council in 1993, this time with a green cover and added sections by Ted Hawkins and David Cook plus an improved map.  This too is out of print.

At the invitation of the Parish Council our President David Stacey has penned a new chapter which takes Galleywood into the 21st century and this together with an electronic copy of the 2nd edition is available on the Parish Council website through a link on the page – ‘Galleywood Parish History’.   It is understood that there are no plans for a printed version.      
Society News

Your Society has been working hard on the 2019-2020 program of speakers and has we think lined up some interesting subject areas (not all yet confirmed) including Oral History, History of Landscape, Life of an author and Galleywood soldiers of World War I, to be held on Armistice Day.

The 2019 AGM in November is not expected to see any increase in membership fee for the 87 or so members of the Society.  
News from the Heritage Centre

Don’t forget that at the Ted Hawkins Heritage Room at the Heritage Centre you can hear all the recordings from the Galleywood Oral History project and also look through the catalogues if you wish to look up particular subject areas.

Tuesday afternoon talks at the Centre resume in September after the summer break.  They start at 2.00, Cost £3. Tea room open from 1.30pm. 17th September – WWII heroines of British waterways – by Dennis Padfield
24th September – Suffrage – by Viv Newman
22nd October – The girls from Greenway – by Elizabeth Woodcraft

Forthcoming Society Talks
Wednesday 11th September – Tales from Galleywood Orchards by Christine and Les Whybro.  The well loved duo will share some tales around apples, orchards and ‘The Ace’.  
Wednesday 13th November – Life as a Queen’s Messenger by George Courtauld OBE.  George is a well known Essex figure and published author.  After a short AGM, he will talk of his time ferrying diplomatic messages around the world.  Copies of some of his books on this and other subjects may be available for sale on the evening.  
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